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This issue of "Fremantle" is focused on Fremantle’s Waterfront. Our waterfront heritage
has been brought sharply into focus this year by three significant events all on land
controlled by the Fremantle Port Authority.

The most significant of these matters has been the Governments announcement that they
intend to build a massive $35 million dollars Maritime Museum on the west end of Victoria
Quay. We support the concept of a new maritime museum to display the stories of our
State’s maritime heritage from foundation to the present day but we think the location of the
proposed museum in wrong.

The second waterfront matter has been the release of a Draft Master Plan for the Fremantle
Waterfront prepared by consultants for the State Government. The Draft Master Plan is
more colloquially known as the “Premiers Vision™. Unfortunately the Premier’s Vision
remains his own and has not been taken to the bosom of the Society or by many other
Fremantle community groups. The Premier’'s Vision is in essence a series of add on projects
needed to make the new maritime museum proposal viable. The biggest problem for
Fremantle is that the process of making the waterfront more viable will be at the expense of
Fremantle's existing shops and tourist facilities. Many of the ideas contained in the draft
waterfront master plan have been discussed and suggested before but the master plan on the
whole is not a cohesive solution that is supportable by the Fremantle Community.

The third waterfront matter relates to the imminent demolition of the North Fremantle
Grain Silos. In this issue Bryn Davis who has championed the preservation of our industrial
heritage for a long time gives his considered views on why we must try to save the silos. It
would be hard to imagine North Fremantle without the Grain Silos, it is however sadder to
think that the Port Authority says they must go to make way for rows of stacked containers.

The Port Authority claims that if the silos remain the operations of Patricks will be reduced
by 20% when they expand. The fact that they could expand Patricks container storage
around the silos by what ever amount required to compensate for the supposed loss, seems
lost on the Authority.

You will remember that in our August 1997 issue of “Fremantle” we were ever hopeful of
saving the South Fremantle Power Station from the demolisher’s ball. I am extremely
please to report that the Power Station has in fact been saved and has now been placed on
the Register of Heritage Places by the Heritage Council of Western Australia.

This action effectively means that the South Fremantle Power Station can not be demolished
by the Government without first formally establishing that it is not economically viable to
retain the building even in a mothballed state. Since the structure of the power station is in a
relatively good condition it will be years before the structure becomes unstable. In the
meantime different groups will continue to seek out reuse options for the grand old lady and
one day we hope one of these creative options will be viable enough to attract the required
capital.

We hope our current actions on the Fremantle Waterfront are as successful.
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The Fremantle 6160 Art Show, held late last year as part of the Fremantle Society's
celebration of 25 years, displayed a large number of paintings related to Fremantle over the
years. It was interesting to see what images and icons kept recurring in these works of art
created by various artists and from different eras.

Of course the Coast, the Harbour and Swan River kept cropping up. Boats and ships were
especially popular as well as Norfolk Island pines were featured in about 20% of all

paintings.

However when it came to buildings which attracted the attention of the various artists over
the years, there were some surprises - The Town Hall and St. Johns Square hardly featured.
The Round House, the Memorial on Monument Hill and the Dingo Flour Mill made several
appearances, but maybe not surprisingly, the two built structures that dominated the show
were the Mosman Park Sugar Refinery and the Grain Silos on North Quay in North
Fremantle.

Most regrettably, we have already lost the Sugar refinery and the surrounding bushland that
formed the background to create a striking setting for the unique industrial structure that it
was.

The Grain Silos are now under immanent threat of demolition following their recent
decommissioning. The Port Authority has plans to demolish the Silos to create a hard
standing area to store more shipping containers.

[ feel it is incredibly important that the Silos be preserved. They are a land mark of great
significance to Fremantle and the State and have an aesthetic appearance all of their own.
They represent both a dramatic symbol of great importance as an exit point for Western
Australian’s agricultural products and as a concrete manifestation of a very major element
of the State’s economy.

It is essential that the Silos be preserved both for their heritage as well as their architectural
merit.

Whilst on the subject of demolition of buildings within the Fremantle Port Authority lands,
it is pertinent to mention that the Passenger Terminal building is also earmarked to be
demolished to make way for more imported cars to be received and parked and also that the
proposed Maritime Museum will require the demolition of several buildings west of the
existing FPA administration building.

Editor's note:

Since Bryn wrote this article, the Fremantle Society has made a written submission to the Heritage
Council of Western Australia requesting that a formal assessment of the cultural heritage significance
of the Silos be undertaken because of their imminent demolition.
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The Fremantle Society committee met on several occasions in June and July to discuss the
Fremantle Waterfront (Draft Masterplan - June 1998). There was comprehensive debate on
the plan and the many issues that arose that caused the Committee concern. On
4 August 1998 the Committee met and confirmed the Society’s comments and concerns as
printed below.

= G
COX MASTERPLAN

The draft Fremantle Waterfront Masterpian as launched by the Premier as his vision for Victoria
Quay.
Read on to discover the Society's views on these dramatic and concerning proposals.

The Fremantle Society strongly maintains the view that the proposed new Maritime
Museum is too large for the chosen site, that sites other than those in the immediate
proximity to the existing Maritime Museum should have been better evaluated and that the
terms of reference set for the steering group were restrictive to exclude what could have
been more suitable locations. The Society is of the opinion that a far better location for a
new Maritime Museum is the old South Fremantle Power Station. The Society had taken
the Premier and several ministers to view the Power Station to promote this very reasonable
alternative,
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The following comments represent the Society’s position on an overview basis:

¢

The Fremantle Society is supportive of the concept of an additional Maritime Museum
for metropolitan Perth. However the proposed site to the west of the FPA
administration building is not suitable for such a large complex as 1s proposed. The site
is too restricted to place the proposed museum building in a suitable spatial setting and
too restricted to provide for satisfactory pedestrian/vehicular movement into and through
the western extremity of the Port and the peninsular leading to South Mole.

The Fremantle Society is of the firm opinion that a far more suitable location for the
museum and associated activities is the old South Fremantle Power Station. This
massive complex could house the museum and all the proposed additional uses. The
Power Station building makes a bold statement of identity and has a massive internal
area and volume. The site is conveniently located from Fremantle connected by road,
rail, pedestrian/cycle way and the sea. In addition it is on the waters edge where a
former lagoon could be converted to a marina to display floating craft in a far more
appropriate manner than that proposed at the Port site.

The scale of the proposed museum building will dominate the area west of the FPA
admin building detracting severely from the heritage aspects of the existing structures
now used in this area in the main by TAFE. The scale of the Multi-Purpose Centre 1s
too large and will dominate the area west of the Round House.

Whilst it is proposed that the new museum is to be an expansion of the existing
Maritime Museum, the Society has concern that the two museums could in the future be
combined in the new location and the existing museum closed. The Society is of the
opinion that the existing Museum with its superb collection must remain in its present
location.

It is noted that the current funding proposal of $35m over 3 years is only to cover the
Museum part of the total waterfront project as.presented to the public. Whilst the
Society is of the opinion that the proposed museum site is not suitable, there is a
concern that the project is being ‘sold’ to the public on the basis of the very many
additional aspects as shown in the promotional brochure. The Society questions the
genuineness of the proposed waterfront project and whether the ‘non museum’ aspects
will ever be funded.

Heritage element linked to the Port and the geography of the area are not enhanced in
any way but conversely the Masterplan impacts adversely on the natural and build
heritage. There appears to be no interest in the ‘labour heritage’ of the history of the
wharf.

The aspect of retail/commercial outlets contained within the waterfront project area is
also of concern to the Society. There is already a lot of vacant retail space in the
Fremantle CBD and there are indications that the adjacent ‘E Shed’ is not trading as
well as it might. The Society is concerned that visitors to the project will not be visiting
other parts of the City and therefore the deterioration of the retail areas of the CBD will
not be resolved.

Page 6



There are much aspect related to the movement of pedestrians and vehicles into and around
the proposed waterfront development. These include parking as well as public and

commercial transport matters:

¢

The existing Westrail reservation should remain for existing and future use. It is the
Society’s understanding that the reservation is wider than the area currently fenced
through the West End.

Both the narrow gauge and standard gauge rail lines should remain. The standard gauge
for freight, the narrow gauge for the present ‘tourist’ type trains as well as the
possibility of extending the Perth/Fremantle passenger service south to Cockburn and
Rockingham, If the provision is not maintained then a valuable option will be lost. If
the passenger service is ever extended then the possibility of constructing a tunnel in
front of the Round House and the Esplanade Park should be considered. Freight trains
are currently using the line up to 4 times a day and may increase.

The movement of trains through the project area appears to present major obstacles and
a major safety issue.

The proposed ferry terminal is too large for the area between B and C sheds and
removes valuable open space of heritage significance. The proposal to have 6 berths for
ferries is considered excessive now and for the future. It is suggested that the ferries
continue to pull along side the existing wharf. Three ferries berths can be
accommodated along the wharf outside C shed and the building used as the terminal as
proposed but without the drive through aspect. Luggage drop off could be along the
front of the shed under the cover of the existing verandah.

Parking presents several problems as it is proposed at present. There is a mix of
parking outside the area (behind the Railway Station) and parking within the waterfront
project area. This will lead to excessive vehicular congestion because visitors will
inevitable seek to park close to the museum building where only limited parking is
proposed which will result in much back tracking to the Railway Station. As most users
of the project area will be once only visitors they will not have learned from previous
experience, so each weekend there will be a repeat of the parking problem. It may be
preferable to have the whole waterfront area restricted to pedestrians only.

It would appear that parking for E Shed is to be reduced as well as the all day parking
used by office workers east of E Shed, forcing existing city workers to use the area
proposed behind the railway station.

The location of parking and realignment of roads within the project area is also of
concern. The Society is strongly of the opinion that Fleet Street should not be realigned
or widened for parking. Both these aspects will adversely impact on the curtilage of
Arthur Head, which is the most important natural heritage feature of coastal Fremantle.
The opening of Slip Street from a visual aspect is acceptable but vehicular traffic would
be in conflict with the TAFE use of the area.

Parking on Point Marquis Promenade and under the Multi-Purpose Centre is of great
concern. With the very limited access roads through the project site, it is totally
undesirable to create a large parking facility at this location - necessitating thousands of
car movements a day through the area over multi-use pavements, It is neither logical
nor good planning to have parking at the further most end of any major project, let
alone on such a restricted access peninsular as the western end on Victoria Quay.
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¢ The large parking area behind the railway station appears to include land excluded from
the project by FPA adjacent to D shed.

¢ The heritage buildings currently located in the large parking area behind the railway
station should be retained in their current locations to retain their significance.
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Far from enhancing and highlighting the many heritage aspects on the Port of Fremantle,
the proposal appears to avoid them at best, and compromise them in several aspects:

¢ The ‘labour’ heritage of the wharf is not recognized. The death of Tom Edwards on
7" May 1919 resulted from the confrontation that took place in the area between B and
C shed on ‘Bloody Sunday’ 4™ May 1919. Rather than create the ferry terminal in this
area it would be most worthwhile to create a space dedicated to the men who over the
years served the economy of the State with their labour on the wharf. The monument to
Tom Edwards currently in King’s Square should be relocated to this area.

¢ The old wharf labour recruiting process was conducted in an area known as the
‘bull ring’ which was in the Slip street area. This should be incorporated into the
waterfront project.

¢ Arthur Head being the most culturally significant heritage feature in the area will be
totally overpowered by the proposed Multi-Purpose Centre, shown as two large
buildings to the west of the Round House. The Society is opposed to any large scale
buildings in this area. Arthur Head and the Round House were at the extremity of
development in this location with only the old whaling station to the south west. The
Multi-Purpose Centre proposal will hide these significant heritage places and overload
the area. The Society prefers to see the existing TAFE uses continue and even expand a
little within buildings of the same type and scale as exist in the area at present.

¢ The opening of Cliff Street has merit, but the history of the street needs to be featured.
CIliff street provided direct access from the Long Jetty and the Round House tunnel to
the River Jetty - where goods were loaded to travel up (and down) the Swan. It is
suggested that the water feature proposed at the end of Cliff Street be altered to include
reference to this important cargo route.

¢ The proposal will totally alter the appearance of the western end of the historic port.
The old style building skyline will be lost from both the land view as well as from the
sea. Local residents as well as visitors returning from Rottnest will not be able to
visualize the history of the Port because the impact of the new structures will be totally
obstructive.

¢ The slipway and ship repair facilities known as Swan Dock have all but closed already
even thought the Premier advised that his vision saw them remaining. The Society is
strongly of the opinion that these facilities are of economic value to Fremantle and
provide a significant contribution to the ‘working port’ concept as well as maintaining
the heritage of a working shipyard in this location complete as it is with machinery and
cranes.

¢ It is noted that a submarine is shown within the slipway area as a possible feature. This
appears to confirm that the dock as a working shipyard has been lost. Whilst it is
acknowledged that submarines were serviced in this area during World War II, the
featured submarine is not of the type associated with the dock. Its history is far more
strongly related to commercial vessels.
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¢ The removal of the old Victoria Quay Police Station and the C. Y. O’Connor Centre
building behind C and D sheds is not considered desirable. They have heritage value in
their present location and should be retained. It is not appropriate to relocate them to
the small car park at the western end of Phillimore Street.

¢ Placing relocated buildings in front of the cottages in Captain’s Lane has a severely
adverse impact on the vista of the Round House and the Arthur Head buildings and
should not be contemplated.

¢ Pioneer Park is a most significant public space in its own right. It should not be
reduced by the addition of what is called ‘Civic’ buildings. It is suggested that the
‘Civic’ buildings if required be included in the old Customs buildings on the corner of
Cliff and Phillimore Streets.

¢ The proposed paving for the waterfront project should be in accord with the Fremantle
City Council paving policy.

¢ Signage on the site should be carefully considered so as to be in harmony with the
history of the area. There are currently almost no advertising signs in the precinct and
the project should maintain this policy in order to maintain a ‘Port’ image as distinct
from a commercial/retail market.

Whilst it has been stated on several occasions that the building design has yet to be decided,
there are some aspects of the structure that are known:

¢ The height of the museum building will be sufficient to display Australia IT with sails
set. This will necessitate the building to be some 5 to 7 storeys tall. The addition to the
skyline of another building similar in height to the FPA admin building is too intrusive
at the western end of Victoria Quay.

¢ The site area is small for such a major building and is also limited by its triangular
shape and proximity to the waters edge and the danger from passing ships. The space
between the museum building and the existing buildings remaining on the Masterplan -
shown as Maritime Square - will be small and over powered by the scale of the two
large buildings to the east and west. The site is just too congested to do justice to a
worthwhile project.

T I e A R e
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Whilst it is understood that only the funding for the Museum has been forecast at this stage,
there are many other new buildings proposed in the Masterplan:

¢ The Society is concerned at the number and location of these buildings (with non
specified uses) and that the addition of retail space in the project area may well detract
from the CBD.

¢ The most detrimental of all the new buildings shown on the Masterplan 1s the Multi-
Purpose Centre. This complex is totally unacceptable in such a historic location. The
scale of the building is not defined but already it could be estimated to be several storeys
high with parking underneath. It will totally destroy the atmosphere of the Arthur Head
area both from the west looking east and from Arthur Head itself.
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s In addition to the heritage aspect, the site is in such a difficult location for access, it
should not be considered in this location. There are many far more suitable locations in

the Fremantle area for such a Centre.

This aspect was raised on many occasions during presentations of the Masterplan as an
mportant feature of the plan. However it is the Society’s view that the ability to see
hrough the port area to the harbour is severely reduced by the placement of buildings as
ocated on the Masterplan, That is, instead of creating ‘vistas to the water’ the plan closes
1 the area and diminishes the space available for the public to see the water:

¢ The museum building will severely restrict the views to the west from the area shown as
Maritime Square.

e Views from within the building will be available to those that pay to enter but the free
views will be severely reduced.

¢ There are very limited water vistas from the area shown as Fremantle Waterfront Park.
The view from this park is restricted to a view between C and D sheds. A narrow view
may also be obtained from some points in the park looking to the west between E and C
sheds. To use the term a “waterfront park”™ appears to be totally misplaced.

¢ The proposed finger pier ferry terminal will also restrict the angle of view of the water
for those not boarding ferries. Because the public will be much further back from the
existing harbour’s edge their angle of vision will be severely reduced from many points
in the area between B and C sheds.

o The water vistas in the Arthur Head and Bathers Beach areas will be totally destroyed in
some directions by the Multi-Purpose Centre.

The Society retains the view that the scale of development at the western extremity Victoria
Quay is too large and not appropriate for the location chosen. The Society is supportive of
a4 new Maritime Museum and a proposed Multi-Purpose Centre but not on such a restricted
site as the peninsular location which abuts one of the most culturally significant heritage
places in the State. Alternative locations that have sufficient space to plan the setting and
surrounds as well as the public and private transport aspects for such public use buildings
would result in better facilities at a reduced cost to the heritage of the Port.

Better locations for both a Museum and a Multi-Purpose Centre are available in the
Fremantle region. There is no necessity to have the two facilities linked in the same
development and each may be better developed in separaie locations. The Multi-Purpose
Centre could well be located in the Arts Precinct, on the railway land behind the Fremantle
Railway station or on railway land in Leighton.

The Society retains the view that the new Maritime Museum should be housed in the South

Fremantle Power Station - an industrial heritage building of great significance located in the
region and connected by road, rail pedestrian/cycle path and sea to Fremantle.
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When the Fremantle Society first proposed, for their 25 year anniversary, a celebratory
exhibition of artworks looking at heritage issues and Fremantle's history, we thought it had
potential and could be of interest to the public, but also had the danger of being a little dry.

After months of research and preparation ‘Fremantle - 6160° was installed on every
available wall space at the Fremantle Arts Centre. It was an exciting collaboration between
The Fremantle Arts Centre, the Fremantle Society and the City of Fremantle with support
from the Heritage Council of WA and the Gwenyth Ewers Bequest together with the
support of local artists, collectors and collections including from the City of Fremantle,
Holmes a’Court, Royal Perth Hospital, Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Lawrence Wilson
Art Gallery, Murdoch University, Parliament House, the Western Australian maritime
Museum, Fremantle Prison and many more private collections.

The exhibition celebrated Fremantle's unique character through the eyes of the artists who
have represented it over many years. Contemporary and historical works presented a
picture of the port city, its heritage and architecture, as well as its lifestyle and its vibrant
artists community. Over 100 works conveyed the spirit of the place, past and present, with
many images representing a past no longer visible while others reflected the themes and the
landscapes that obsessed so many local artists.

‘Fremantle - 6160" attracted a multitude of visitors from artists through primary and
secondary school groups to art-lovers and interested Fremantle individuals. Artists were
fascinated to immerse themselves in the perceptions of other artist’s views of Fremantle
over the years. The exhibition was also educationally very interesting as it displayed a
visual history of Fremantle culture and heritage. School groups were able to create a
wealth of questions and learning about their local environment. Overall the experience for
all visitors was engrossing and thought provoking. It was a pleasure to see the public
interest in the show as evidenced by the many questions that arose from the viewers.

Likewise for the organizers, it was an invaluable learning experience. Co-curator Thelma
John, (Exhibitions Manager of The Fremantle Arts Centre) found ‘Fremantle - 6160’ to be
“A wonderful project, a chance to meet lots of artists and collectors and find our about
Fremantle's past and thus its present. Note book in hand, I have insinuated myself into the
homes of the ariists and art-lovers, picked their brains and snatched the art off their walls.
With every question there is another lead, another artist, another phone number. 1 have
become a detective, a superficial historian and Fremantle obsessed. Every social outing
was an opportunity to fine the quintessential Fremantle work. Every chance meeting in the
street is a start of another art trail.”
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Art presents an interesting way of telling stories and it was so appropriate for views of
Fremantle to be expressed through the many artists who have inhabited and created the
culturally abounding port city. Fremantle is profoundly rich in life and history and it has
been a joy for us to meet and work with every person involved with the project, no matter
how great or small.

Editor's note:
The Fremantle Society is indebted to committee member Judith Wheeler who

dedicated herself to making ‘Fremantle - 6160" a very special 25 anniversary event
for the Society.

Many of you reading this newsletter may be mistaken in thinking that the Society committee
members sit about for hours discussing problems of great importance and depth. Matters of
how to give a responsible voice on matters affecting the character and development of
Fremantle yet at the same time encourage the retention and conservation and restoration of

historic buildings and places.

Well think again.

For Fremantle 1997 was a year of many anniversary celebrations - not the least for the
Society. For it was of course the 25® year since a group of concerned and dedicated people
held a2 meeting on December 6™ 1972 and formed the Fremantle Society.

Since early 1996, the Fremantle Society Committee had sought a suitable event to celebrate
this special birthday. A suggestion by Bryn Davis of holding an exhibition of Fremantle
artworks grew and developed. A sub-committee was formed and with several changes
along the way the idea took shape. As many members will be aware, the resulting highly
successful ‘Fremantle - 6160 event was held at the Fremantle Arts Centre in October 1997.

The official opening was to be on Sunday 19" October undertaken by the Premier the Hon.
Richard Court. However this presented another problem for the Committee - usually at
birthday celebrations there are cakes to be cut and candles to blow out. There was a
rumour at the time that the Fremantle Arts Centre also celebrating 25 years was planning a
25 tier birthday cake for the Premier to cut. How could we hope to compete with such an
extravaganza.

The subject of cakes became a well discussed issue - size, shape, cost etc. without much
progress being made and matters of more urgency forcing the matter to late in the evening
and then continuing over coffee on ‘the strip’. Finally the idea took hold that the birthday
cake should be in the form of one of Fremantle's many heritage treasures. “Why not the
Round House” suggested President Ralph Hoare “not only is it roundish like a cake but it is
also the States oldest public building.” Wonderful - it was agreed.
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It was accordingly resolved that local cake making ladies known to committee members
plus commercial cake makers be approached for quotes to be presented to the next meeting.
Then the real problems started. After days taking to answering machines and leaving notes
in letter boxes it was discovered that cake making ladies were either too busy or going away
on holidays.

Of the commercial cake makers contacted, the first, which advertised as specializing in
‘special’ cakes, had no knowledge of the Society and did not know where the Round House
was let alone what it looked like. When shown photos and a sketch they advised that they
could not quote in advance as they had no idea of the time involved, but did advise that the
cost would certainly be beyond our budget.

The second company provided a quote. It was close to a third of the cost of $1840 of
building the Round House in 1830. We were too late for the third as they were booked out
for months. The Yellow Pages came to the rescue.

Tanya the young co-owner of The Cake Box in O’Connor saved the day. Not only
enthusiastic about our idea, she knew the Round House well. Tanya hoped her quote would
be the best as she was already looking forward to the challenge. She was by this time on
her knees on the floor with several pieces of board measuring the height and width of the
cake and reassuring me that it would be fine and not to worry. And the cost - well even
this proved acceptable to the next meeting.

The cake was basically a chocolate mud cake with butter cake frosting covered with a final
white chocolate ganache. The Round house is not of course round but twelve sided
building. The chocolate mud mixture although a little more expensive was most suitable as
the strength was needed to form and hold up the high walls. Large slabs of the mixture
were baked and cut to the required shape and placed on the supporting board. Wedges were
then cut to fit into the shaped corners and join the twelve sides together - all was held in
place with piped chocolate.

The well in the centre of the courtyard and the steps at the entrance were formed. The
sides were palleted smooth so that markings resembling the limestone could be made with a
knife. Finally the whole cake was covered with a white chocolate ganache. Twenty five
candles and writing was added at the front of the board, which had been made to look like
sand.

The idea had become the design, the design became a mixture and the mixture became a
fine and unusual celebratory cake. What a pity more of you were not at the opening to
enjoy this gastronomical delight.




A review of the Society minutes gives a bird’s eye view of the matters dealt with at
committee meetings. Many of the items discussed and actioned relate to the Fremantle City
Council who seek input from the Society and other community groups on a range of policy
and planning matters. Other issues go beyond the City limits. The Fremantle Society 18
represented on many Council and community groups and makes written submissions when
appropriate. The following items are at random from the minutes.

Participation in their workshop program to view the future. To plan for the next 10 years,
20 years and 30 years. The Port intends to remain and expand its operations on both
Victoria Quay and at North Wharf. Reclaimed land north of the existing container
operations will be incorporated for container activities. There was no intention for the
facilities in the Swan River to be closed down.

Whilst this has been featured in the Society’s Newsletter, the process of seeking to get the
building listed took many months. It is interesting to note that the State Government had
the building scheduled for demolition with funds allocated. However when Ministers and
the Premier were confronted on the matter it was apparent that they had never visited the
building and simply saw it as an out of date building that appeared to be in poor condition.
Their views changed when the Society took them on site. Their imaginations were
activated to a wide range of potential uses. As you all know the listing process is
proceeding and the demolition funds have been transferred over as money in trust. The
Society was assisted in these activities by a range of people who had had involvement with
the Power Station over its history.

This proposed road has had a lot of public exposure over many years but the Society was
represented on the Community Liaison Group (CLG) that the design consultant was
required to establish. The Society’s view on the merits of the road have varied over the
years but the purpose of the CLG was to influence the design in favour of a lower impact
on the community and environment. Many recommendations were made and most taken on
board. The project is still in design with construction scheduled for 2002.

The Society advised the City Council that a conservative policy to additional and
unrestricted sale of alcohol should be adopted as there was evidence of an increase in anti-
social behaviour in the streets at night and the early hours of the morning.
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The Society has an on going dialogue with the Prison Trust and met on several occasions to
discuss the plan. Generally the new plan continues the concepts established out the outset
but The Society has been critical of some of the new structures that have been build. In
particular the TAFE jewellery facilities is in the opinion of the Society out of keeping with
the plan and the aesthetic harmony of the place. The Society also had a large input to The
Terrace Plan in particular the trees to be removed or not to be removed in order to return
the vista of the Prison closer to earlier times.

This is an ongoing issue with Fremantle residents and has been over a long period. Public
debate was encouraged and the Society was also heavily involved. One of the main issues
was the restriction of public access on the footpath and the control of the space leased for
commercial purposes. The Society was keen to see the continued restoration of buildings
with verandahs being rebuilt but the conflict of “exclusive use” of public space was a
problem. The modification to Market Street has proved to be acceptable to most.

The Society made application to the WA Heritage Commission for money to complete the
photographic inventory of the City. Older members will recall that the Society established
an inventory of residential buildings back in the late 70s. The original work has been used
widely by the City Council and real estate agents in the City over the years. However there
has been no further work done, to either update it or expand it to commercial structures.
Documentation of the *interiors’ of some commercial buildings was undertaken three years
ago on a limited scale. Unfortunately the application was not successful but the Fremantle
Council will be undertaking some work in this regard.

The President represented the Society on the Council committee to examine these matters.
The road works and tree planting in the eastern section of High street has been completed
and looks much better. Plans for the Square are still progressing along with the Mall.
Budget constraints will have a limiting influence on the outcome. The Society considers

King's Square a high heritage feature of the CDB and would like it to become more of a
central focus than it is at present.

The Society was concerned that the significance of the old convict wall along the front of
the South Terrace boundary may be affected the relocation of the ambulance entry.
Fortunately this was not the case and the wall remains. The round-a-bout although of
concern to the Society has now been build and appears to work. The Society made a
submission on the hospitals use of properties in Alma Street, advising that the Hospital
should withdraw from the dwelling houses it occupies in Alma Street. The properties
represent an intact streetscape that should be returned to private residential use.
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The Society voiced concern at the impact of project in both the scale and the design.
Access to the complex was also an issue. Whilst the cinema use was finally agreed to be
OK there was concern at the ultra modern design which was not in harmony with the
buildings of Fremantle in general and the location in particular. As many readers will
know, there has now been a compromise between Council and the developer and the project
is due to commence later this year.

This strategy deals with among many things, the movement of freight in and out of the
Port. Trevor Knowles participated and saw that the Society’s concerns and Fremantle
issues were kept in mind.

The President represents the Society on this community/council body established to examine
primary planning strategies for Fremantle. Ralph brings his experience in heritage
architecture and cultural history to the group and ensures that the Society’s philosophy is
heard.
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Whilst not appropriate to list these, the Society seeks to ensure that the heritage of
Fremantle is not lost or spoilt by new developments. It is true that success 1s not always
achieved but often a compromise is reached that ultimately benefits the community. The
Society is concerned at the continuing infill development which is increasing the density of
development beyond the levels established in the Town Planning Scheme. Submissions
have been made to Council on this matter.

These two streets are used extensively by cars and heavy vehicles causing adverse impact on
the many heritage buildings along the route. These roadways are in very poor condition
and the vibration accentuated by poor surface of the road causes excessive vibration to all
buildings including the Prison and other listed buildings.
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The Society is critical of the process undertaken to locate a home for this yacht. The
President represented the Society on the Port and Small Boat Harbour study group that
undertook the early work on this project. The Society is most concerned that sites (o be
examined were restricted to a few all within a small radius of the existing Maritime
Museum. Sites such as the South Fremantle Power Station were not permitted to be
examined. The result in the Society’s opinion is that the proposed site is too restricted in
access and area. The Society is also extremely concerned that the height of the building
necessary to house Australia II will be excessive - up to 6 or 7 storeys. The Premier’s
vision as the project is known appears to be beyond the ability for accept public criticism.
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