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Present Planning Paradoxes

Your Society has for some time been very
concerned about apparent inconsistencies in
planning decisions coming out of Fremantle
Council. Four examples can illustrate the
reasons for this concern.

Croke Lane

The 1903 building at the corner of Little High
Street was designed by the important WA
architect J Talbot Hobbs. America’s Cup fever
saw the rear demolished f1::-r muiti stc:ray
apartments, but LY
rest of the building B
remained apparently
intact. Mow the western
wall of the building has
had its timber-framed |
windows removed,
and replaced by metal frames in the form of
a reverse bay window, in a style foreign to the
dred.

Council approval was based on advice that the
window was in fact not original, but visually the
timber frames were much more compatible with
the style of the building in its West End setting.

Nairn Street
Development of townhouses was proposed
adjacent to and in front of a very significant
pre-goldrush  building in Fremantle: the
— former Eureka
flour mill near the
Pakenham and
Nairn Streets
corner. Council's
planning staff had
assessed the
application
as eligible to be approved, but Councillors
reversed that recommendation on the grounds
that the heritage building was too severely
compromised.

Opposite Kings Sqguare

Council decided about two years ago to sell
the Chain Reaction building on the corner of
Adelaide and Queen Streets. Because of the
strategic location of this corner site, prior to
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selling the building a special policy was drawn
up to govern future development of the site and
buildings in the near vicinity. The special policy
introduced a 4-storey height limit to Adelaide
Street — higher than the previous 2 or 3- stnreyr
limit — and a
mandatory 2-
storey frontage B
to Cantonment i
Street. This

policy required an ac:?we: retari presance at

ground-floor level, and preferably at first-floor
level, with commercial and residential uses at
the upper levels.

Development approval was recently granted to

f = the new owners, but what has been approved is
{iRirE little more than a make-over of the buildings in

their present form. Gone is the intensification of
the site, with the benefits that would have had
towards restoring King's Square as the lively
heart of the CBD. Gone is the stipulated 2-
storey presentation to Cantonment Street; this
is replaced with a false fagade above shops.
The Society, and doubtless the Fremantle
community at large, would be disappointed
if this failure to deliver in accordance with a
specially prepared, and very appropriate, local
policy was a trade-off for a once-only increase in
revenue from a higher selling price for Council’s
building.
Sealanes site
Much has been written in the local and
statewide press on the 'negotiations’ between
Multiplex, Council and the community on

proposals to redevelop this South Fremantle
continued, page 3

Voices from the West End

A forum to report progress on this Fremantle Living Histonies
project will be held in the auditorium of the new Maritime
Museum on Tuesday 31 August,

from 3-5 pm and followed by refreshments.

To register your wish to attend, please contact Dr Paul
Longley Arthur at p.arthur@murd
or 0414 336659 as soon as possible.

Project details at www.scase.murdoch.edu.aulvoices
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A Day At The Races

- Jon Strachan
HE OPENING EVENT OF THE 2004 FREMANTLE
HeriTaGe FESTIVAL was initiated in 2003 by

Mike Lefroy and Terry Patterson as part of that year’s
Festival.

“The primary aim is to celebrate the rich
horse heritage of both South
Beach itself and the wider
; South Fremantle area” said co-
2o = organiser Jim Macbeth.
s About 50 people turned out
Ak at 7 am on a chilly 30™ May
to help -::Ele:brate the event, along with four horses and
riders. For the horses this was their normal training
session, albeit a couple of hours later than usual. The
horses walked south, with us in hot pursuit.

At Catherine Point groyne the horses took off for a
run down to the old Power Station, while the gat]mr{t{l
crowd was given an interesting
and informative talk by Mike h:mi;‘:;:‘:
Lefroy (right) on the life and times =%
of his Great Grandfather, the Chief %55
Engineer CY O'Connor.

“0)’Connor’s connection with |
South Beach was very strong. It
was where he would ride to most
mornings from his family home B
i Fremantle and it was where he
died in tragic circumstances in 1902, On the morning
of 10* March he set out on his usual early moming ride,
On reaching Robb Jetty he removed a revolver from
his jacket and shot himself. Less than a year later, as
he had confidently predicted, the pipeline project was
completed and fresh water flowed to the Goldfields
from Mundaring Weir. A bronze sculpture of a horse
and rider now stand in the shallows where he died. Not
only does it celebrate his life but it celebrates the rich
and continuing story of horses and South Beach™ said
Mike.

Terry Patterson then told of the horse-racing industry
and its place in South Fremantle culture. Terry
described the Colony’s first horse race in 1833, when
seven Timorese ponies faced a starter on South Beach.
The report in the Perth Gazette (October 5) described
the event in colourful terms: *...booths were erected
on the brow of the hill, with their variegated flags,
the Ginger-bread and Nut stall and the lame fiddler,
contributed much to the animation of the scene.” At the
cry of “Clear the course!” the lively crowd gathered on
the sand-hills cheering in anticipation™. Terry went on
to tell about the many stables which flourished in the
South Fremantle area and of the colourful characters
involved in the industry. He told stories of a big win
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by Jimmy Banks which paid for Randwick Stables,
now in the hands of the Main Roads Department due
to its position in the path of the now defunct Fremantle
Eastern Bypass. And he moumed the squeezing out
of the industry by the '50-ft by-law’ which forbade a
dwelling to be placed closer than 50 feet from stables.
The subsequent pressure for urban development was
too great for the survival of the horseracing industry.

We then joined the horses on their return walk north
to the South Beach car-park. By now the sun was up
and we were enjoying its warming effect. However, |
still shudder when I recall one of the trainers stripping
off and taking his horse into the cold ocean for a swim,
which the horse obviously enjoyed, followed by a sand-
bath.

What a great start to a great Heritage Festival Week,
South Beach is currently going through the process of
heritage listing, recognising
the significance of this place
and its living history of 174
years of racehorse training.
We know our members will
support that application and
look forward to its success.
Terry (pictured, right) & Jim (left) along with Mike
were obviously pleased by the populanty of the event
and we look forward to its return next year.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
ARE DUE IN MAY 2005

The Fremantle Society has a proper interest
in encouraging the election of candidates with
interests similar to its own. It is essential that

candidates have a thorough understanding
of the principles of local government and the
commitments required of the mayor and ward

councillors, before they nominate.

The Society is therefore pleased to give advance
notice of two seminars being arranged by a group
of highly respected citizens.

These seminars, An Introduction to Local
Government, will be held on 20 and 27 October at
the Meeting Place in South Terrace, Fremantle.

The principles of participatory democracy will be
among the key themes, and Mr Graeme McKenzie
(acting CEQ of the City of Fremantie) will be a
keynote speaker.

Members of the Fremantle Society will be
welcomed, whether as prospective candidates or
just as interested citizens.

More information can be had from
June Hutchison on 9335 1594.
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site. This example illustrates what appears
to the Society as a trend towards developers
lodging proposals that are so far beyond local
statutes, policies, and community expectations
that they might as well be dealing with another
planet. Developers' expectations appear to be
that they can then negotiate down to an outcome
favourable to themselves but still in excess of
what is appropriate to the locality. At the time of
writing, the issues were far short of resolution,
but Council has rightly required that there be
further discussions with the community.

Your Society’s response

The Society has actively engaged with Council
on these as well as other important planning
issues in both the CBD and the wider Fremantle
area. It is encouraging that the Mayor and the
Director of Planning have suggested meeting
with representatives of the Society to explore
better arrangements that can be made for
consistent and appropriate planning outcomes.

The next newsletter will repart on any progress
that has been made in these matters which are
of such crucial importance to Fremantle,

T e s s ey
MEMBERS!

Please photocopy the Membership Appli-
cation below and give to people who you
think would be valuable new members of
the Fremantle Society.

WINNING ENTRIES FROM THE FREMANTLE AND EAST
FREMANTLE HERITAGE WARDS, 2004
Category 1: Conservation of residential places
Winners: 36 South St; 14 Crandon St.
Special commendation: 3/59 Hampton Rd.
Category 2: Conservation of commercial and/or mixed-use
places
Winner: the Old Customs House, Phillimore St.
Special commendation: Hampton Road reconstruction.
Category 3: Harmonius adaptation of heritage places to new
uses
Winner: 58 Duke St.
Category 4; Harmonius infill development in a heritage place
or precinct
No awards were made.
Category 5: Significant contribution by an individual or group
to Fremantle and East Fremantle's social, cultural, built, or
natural heritage
Winners: Founders & Felons self-guided tour of Fremantle
Cemetery; Ron and Dianne Davidson.
Special commendation: World Ship Society, Fremantie
Branch.
Category 6: Spirit of Heritage

Vinner: Richard Rennie, Fremantle Sound & Light.

INAUGURAL LOCAL HISTORY AWARDS

Junior awards, Winnars: East Fremantle School Pre-Primary
Class; Jenna Barker, Hilton Primary School.

High commendation: Rebecca Norton, Hilton Primary.
Published award: Winner, John Dowson; Merit award,
George Seddon.

Unpublished award: Winner, David Hutchison; Merit award,
Robyn Hukin.

The Fremantle Society (Incorporated) :

: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

To apply for membership, please return this application form to the Membership Secretary, Post
Office Box 828, Fremantle WA 6160, together with $20 for one year’s personal membership.

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr etc) .......oivin
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A selection of some of the
award-winning buildings from
this year’s Fremantle and East

Fremantle Heritage Awards.

For privacy reasons, addresses
AVE IO DTS
have not been shown
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