Council Capers

Paolitics can be bloody, and bloody
boring. Politicians have a bad name,
and no wonder few good people put
their hand up to run in local, State,
or Federal elections. Two years ago
fekn Dowson, qm'h': F.rsrppff_t_.' teach-
ing and writing books after his first
one, “Old Fremantle”, won the WA
Premuer’s Pr:'z.:._l"ur non- fickion, ran
for East Ward in Fremantle in the
2005 local government elections (he
had represented the area as a coun-
cillor 8 years earlier). Being elected
to a council which had shown itself
to be mediocre, divided, wiere per-
sonal nastiness had driven good
people away, and where planning

was in crisis, made for bloody battles

and bloody tedious work. Two years
on, what has changed? In Hus
personally funded newsletier John
Dowson gives his personal views of
the main issues, He welcomes your
feedback.

(johnd@freman Hf.wﬂ.gr:li-'_m: )

Freo

Frolics

8 Storeys?

Fremantle Council will assess the
latest set of plans from Fremantle
Ports for the commercial precinct
part of the Victoria Quay Master-
plan area after community consul-
tation, which includes a SUrvey and
public comment period. Then the
Council decision will be forwarded
to the WA PLanning Commission
for their determination, as the land
in question is not controlled by the
City:.

The Victoria Quay Masterplan
was launched in 2000 after more
than 30 public meetings and 450
public submassions. It was
launched by Premier Court, who
had been 50 keen on the plan that
he came to Fremantle personally to
discuss it with councillors. The
Masterplan detailed a range of
developments on Victoria Quay to
revitalise this historically
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Victoria Quay

significant area.

Victoria Quay is famous for its immi-
gration centre and as the first landfall
tor s0 many migrants, for its history as
a busy cargo wharf with thousands of
wharfies, as the western most railway
hub in the nation;, and so on. It is not
just a ‘bunch of old sheds’ as described
by the Wes! Australian.

The Masterplan states that any new
development in the commercial
precinct should be 2 to 3 storeys.
Fremantle Council policy states that
the height limit is 2 to 3 storevs.
Heritage Council advice to Fremantle
Ports in 2002 states that the height limit
should be 2 to 3 storeys.

The plans submitted by Fremantle
Ports are 32 metres high (equivalent to
a 10 storey block of flats) with a mult
storey car park for 1100 cars.

PLEASE MAKE A SUBMISSION
HOWEVER BRIEF BY 29 AUGUST.

Lightweight Democracy: Each year we commemorate Anzac Day and the freedoms our armed forces fought to give us. Buf, ina
recent study of press freedoms around the world Australia was ranked 39th, leading News Limited Chairman John Harfigan to
call Australia a ‘lightweight democracy.” Hopefully you will find the issues in tis newsletter to be honestly and clearly expressed.

Election Promises- Where is the Money?

“Mayor and McGinty team up for $26 million.” This was the headline just before the last State and local government
elections. Mayor Tagliaferri and Jim McGinty talked about 6 projects they were seeking money for: $6.5 million for
works at Fremantle Arts Centre, 53 million for Phillimore Street Masterplan, $3.5 million for Arthur Head, $450,000 for
the Esplanade Reserve, $1 million for Princess May Park, and $12 million for a new police headquarters on the Stan
Reilly site on South Terrace. The Mayor said he wanted the projects completed within 3 years ie. November 2007. The
reality is that NONE of these projects will be finished by then, and that of the 526 million discussed in their pre-
election campaigns, NO MONEY has actually been received from the government.

of Fremantle East Ward Councillor John Dowson



Diary of a Councillor

(This newsletter is entirely funded by Councillor John
Dowwson, Depuly Mayor of Fremantle and East Ward
Councillor)

Two years ago five candidates ran for two positions in
East Ward at the local government elections held by
postal ballot. The 507 voting figure was very healthy.
Brad Pettitt and John Dowson were elected to
represent East Ward.

After the 2005 local elections, councillors
nominated for the various heritage, sport, and other
committees. Normally councillors nominate for areas
in which they have expertise or interest. Councillor
Lauder and myself were voted off the heritage com-
mittee by the mayor and others. This resulted in an
enormous backlash from the community. Close to 100
people wrote to council demanding that we be
reinstated, which has happened. The committee
meets monthly with qualified community members to
progress heritage projects, development applications,
and policy work.

I have enjoyed the last two vears working on 50
many varied issues, through being on the Senior
Executive group, the busy planning committee (which
meets twice as often as the other major council
committee SGS), the Heritage and Spedal Places
Committee, being Chairman of Corporate Events, and
being on the Public Art, Urban Deve]ﬂpment,
Property, and Booyeembara Park committees; and of
course attending council meetings, various functions,
and attending to ratepayers’ 1ssues.

My two year term is up in October and 1 will be
putting myself forward again as a candidate for East
Ward, a ward [ have represented twice.

I issued a newsletter in my first year as one of your
representatives, and only received one response! If
you have any issues or comments please call me on
9335 2113 or email: j_dowson@yahoo.com

Enormous backlash from the community....
Street Clutter

What do vou think of all those advertisements on the
side of our main roads masquerading as seats? Just
before the last council election; in April 2005, council
granted a company called Streetside Advertising a 15
year contract to provide public seats in return for the
company being able to advertise on those seats. But,
people are complaining that the seats are installed in
ridiculous locations ans that they are nothing more
than advertising billboards. As a result of complaints,
Coungcil in December instructed officers to remove or
relocate as many seats as possible by 30 June. By 30
June not one seat had been moved. [ will persevere.

Save Gibson Park

Talk of moving the netball from Gibson Park and then
building high density housing on the site, so that money
can be made for projects elsewhere, has never been
discussed with me, and does not have my support.

High Street Hell

Huge heavy truck numbers in and out of the port are caus-

ing hell for some High Street residents. Vicki Stuckey and

others have put forward plans to reduce traffic impact. The

promise of containers onto rail creeps forward slowly, but

while Fremantle Ports state that 12'% of containers are now

on rail, Minister MacTiernan told me the true figure is only
% and EVERY CONTAINER IS HEAVILY SUBSIDISED.

The Dockers and Fremantle Park

A crude and stupid plan has been floating around recently
to move the Dockers from Fremantle Oval, where they
should stay, to Fremantle Park. Not only would this ruin
the park, but it wouldn't work. Yes, the Fremantle Leisure
Centre needs a total overhaul and should be moved to a
section of the park closer to the city centre, thus allowing
help to be given to the tennis and bowling clubs, while also
helping the Fremantle Arts Centre (it needs its forecourt
back- we need to move the road away from it}.

Fremantle Markets

Mayor Tagliaterri and councillor Thompson toured Aus-
tralia looking at different markets, but instead of copying
good ideas from the wise men in the east, it was decided to
hand the long lease back to the Murdochs again without al-
lowing the markets committee to finish their work. Council
has now voted to defer signing the lease for this iconic asset
owned by the council. A key issue is that the Markets are in
need of several $ million in upgrades and restoration.

Cost of Bad Decisions

Poor decisions can be expensive. If councillors do not insist
on getting good advice, their decision making may be
second rate, Of course poor decisions can also made even
when good advice is provided. Comie to a council meeting!

Synagogue

Council sold this property (with part of the adjacent car
park by mistake} without conditions and now we are
fighting to save the place from inappropriate develop-
ment. The current owner has submitted plans for building
apartments around the synagogue and the plans have
been refused. This site and important Stan Reilly site next
door; are currently the subject of a conservation study by
council to determine the qualities of both sites, and mean-
while these sites fall into the buffer zone of possible World
Heritage Listing for the Fremantle Prison as part of a
national serial listing of convict sites.



University of No Rates

There has been considerable anger in the community that
not only has the University of Notre Dame gobbled up the
West End and closed down all the pubs bar one, but they
pay no rates and contribute little financially, When I got on
council the Memorandum of Understanding agreement
was not a public document, but now it is on the council’s
website for all to see. It shows that not all the conditions of
the MOU are being met. Also, officers have not been
having the required number of meetings with the
university.

The university is a highly successful business which
adds a great deal to the West End, but its very success has
squeezed out the diversity that existed for 150 years. With
over 3,500 students the university’s income from fees is
greater than the Fremantle Council’s total rate income from
13,000 ratepayers.

Boo Park

This park is a highly significant regional park which is a
great credit to all who have worked so hard so far. The
battle to get adequate funds to complete the park continues
but completion will be difficult until the community can
demonstrate a higher use of the park.

Good news is that for the 2007-2008 budget, Councillor
Pettitt and I have helped secure the following money:
$216,000 for the park’s billabong, $33,100 for the park
ampitheatre, and $20,000 for BEQs and benches.

Fremantle Traftic Bridge

This wonderful old girl looks great except for the clumsy
1991 makeover from Main Roads, who gave it poorly
designed railings that disfigure the pleasing aesthetics of
the timber bridge. Main Roads even painted the natural
stone plinths at each end just to show that they are no
better than any graffiti artist. Elsewhere in the world,
timber bridges are a rarity. We have a handsome one right
here in Fremantle and Main Roads should be told to restore
it properly.

200 Jobs Gone from Fremantle

MNow that the owner of the Esplanade Hotel has bought
Marine House on Marine Terrace for another hotel, the 200
marine related government workers there have nowhere to
go and will leave Fremantle. Alannah MacTiernan has said
we have to have lots of office space on the wharf, but why
aren’t these 200 workers, who are from her department,
rehoused in office space in the middle of Fremantle with a
building built by the government?

Why aren’t these workers housed in the middle
of Fremantle?

World Heritage Listing for
Fremantle Prison-Why was
the Fremantle Asylum not

included?

WA is the only state with only one convict related site
nominated for World Heritage listing as part of the
serial listing of convict sites around Australia. Even
tiny Mortolk Island has two. Tasmania, who refuse to
pay their share of eradicating the plague of rats and
rabbits from their World Heritage listed Macquarie Is-
land site, have five sites nominated. After years of
lobbying by the Fremantle Society, why has the Fre-
mantle Asylum (now Fremantle Arts Centre) been ex-
cluded from the nomination?

New Development- Yes
Please!

The number of development applications in Freman-
tle has increased 40% over the past 6 years. We
welcome high quality new development that fits in. A
good councillor helps new developments fit in by
understanding the context of each site. We cannot rely
on just R codes and we do not need an outside
development authority to tell us what we need for
central Fremantle. Council has recently purchased 3D
modelling for the city centre which will help show
just how new developments fit in.

Night Buses

Huge taxi queues for people trying to get home after a
night in Freo were causing endless frustration and
problems. Pleas for extra taxis made little difference,
especially as many taxi drivers did not want to deal
with the late night crowd anyway. A local hostel man-
ager, Trewor Andrei, sick of the late night anti social
behaviour, challenged me to do something about it.
Having just returned from an international transport
conference in Melbourne where late night buses in
Europe for night clubbers were discussed, Trevor and
| put forward a proposal for late night buses. The
Sumday Times were interested but couldn't get a pho-
tographer to front South Terrace at 3am to see the
long taxi queues. [ took a free photo for them and
they splashed it in full colour showing a queue with
180 people waiting several hours for a ride.

Trevor started a late night bus service but was
bashed on his very first night. The resultant publicity
from Trevor’s brave initiative is that now the govern-
ment themselves provide a highly successful late
night bus system that has scen the taxi queue length
drop considerably.



Have Your Say

Council will be sending out 4,000 survey forms relating
to new development on Victoria Quay. Whether or not
you get one, please make a submission, no matter how
brief, on what you want for the Quay, during the public
consultation period. In 1998 there were 450 public sub-
missions and 30 public meetings held to arrive at the
current guiding document for the area- the Waterfront
Masterplan. The complete Masterplan can be down-
lpaded from the Fremantle Ports website. The Master-
plan vision is for a marine related heritage precinct with
two to three storeys of commercial and office space.

Infill now Ovwvertfill

One of the most contentious issues facing residents is
the impact of infill. Much money has been made as peo-
ple divide their blocks. But, they often develop and then
move out, leaving problems for the next owners. We are
getting bigger and bigger houses on smaller and smaller
blocks. Problems from overlooking, noisy aircondition-
ers and the like consume a large amount of councillor
time.

The current mania for higher density development as
pushed by the state government is supposediy a
sustainability strategy. However, urban sprawl has
existed for hundreds of years and two issues related to
increased densification are rarely discussed- what is the
appropriate level of population and what are the social
implications of people living so closely together without
adequate backyards or adequate privacy?

Crime

The amount of crime, graffiti and anti sodal behaviour
ig still unacceptable. Most people unfortunately have
decided to grin and bear it. One resident said, with-a
smile on his face, that his car had ‘only” been broken
into three times in recent yvears. This acceptance of the
problem takes the pressure off the police and politicians
to do better. Residents should document all incidents of
crime, graffiti and anti social behaviour and pass it on
to the police. Keeping a written record can be useful
later.

A staggering 40,000 break ins occur each year in WA
and yet only 160 or so criminals go to gaol each year as
a result.

The amount of crime...
15 still unacceptable
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Do you Dig It?- Archaeology

Given the long and interesting history of Fremantle it is
surprising how little emphasis has been given to archae-
ology. Just below the ground are often fascinating and
valuable remnants from earlier days, and when the op-
portunity arises, an effort should be made to document
any significant remains. This need not hold up a devel-
opment or be done across a whole site. Any finds would
positively add value to the property and they can either
be interpreted on site or documented and reburied.

I have worked with the Director of Flanning to estab-
lish a council policy, and the enthusiasm of City Her-
itage Architect Agnieshka Kiera and archaeologist Dr
Shane Bourke has led to several exciting digs around
Fremantle recently.

Unfortunately, the biggest property owner in the West
End, the University of Notre Dame, allowed destruction
of a key archaeological site at the rear of the Fremantle
Hotel, and while building on the corner of Phillimore
and Henry Streets, not only demolished a 28 metre 100
vear old wall, but missed a golden opportunity to do a
thorough investigation of the site, originally an impor-
tant boat building facility when the river bank was in
that location 120 years ago.

Council has received a small grant to study a few
areas under its5 control, but many key opportunities have
been lost, as at Leighton, where no archaeological studies
were done by Landcorp.

Railway Centenary Ignored

Fremantle’s railway station turned 100 on July 1st, but
despite repeated calls to the railways and government,
no plans were announced to celebrate this important
milestone. Even more disturbing is that the importance of
finishing the station (the western wing was never fin-
ished), doing a full restoration, and reinstating the gar-
dens out the front has been ignored because the PTA
wants to sit back and see how the ING development on
the wharf turns out, The station used to be a really iconic
transport hub with a wine bar, restaurant, ladies waiting
room with log fire, polished brass everywhere, and real
station staft, not just security men with pepper spray.

Whose Boom?

The current boom may be the state’s greatest ever, but
where is the benefit for Fremantle people? We missed out
on the new railway to Mandurah and what do we get in-
stead- lots of container trucks.

Victoria Quay/ING submissions: due NOW !
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