Yol 16 Mo, 1 19848

FREMANTLE

Official Publication of The Fremantle Sociaty inc. Princess Chambers, 27 Market St, Fremantia.
Fatron: The RT. Hon. Sir Paul Hasluck.

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

Newsletter 1988

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY IS BACK!

Relative newcomers to Fremantle may not know about the crucial role the Society
played in preserving our city from the kind of destruction of streetscapes and historic
buildings which has overtaken Perth.

In the sixties and early seventies the Fremantle City Council had a philosophy of tear-
ing down as many old buildings as possible and replacing them with high-rise struc-
tures. Some sad reminders of this era are the Ivanhoe Flats in Hampton Road (once a
gracious old mansion stood on this site) and Johnson Court in Adelaide Street.

The Fremantle Society was formed by Les Lauder in 1972 to arrest this trend, and took
as one of its main tasks at that time the replacement of Councillors hell-bent on develop-
ment at any cost with local residents committed to the preservation and restoration of
Fremantle's architectural and social heritage.

By the late seventies Fremantle Society members dominated the Council and conserva-
tion rather than destruction became Council policy. The Society then concentrated on
building up an advisory service to house restorers, accumulating a store of historical
information and premoting public social events involving the residents of Fremantle.
There were, for instance, highly successful street parties which were nothing like the
recent badly organised New Year's Eve cutrages. The Society saw Fremantle as aliving,
growing city with a character uniquely its own, and developed a social policy to promote
the well-being of all its residents.

Inthe eighties the Society seemed to lose importance because its aims appeared to have
been achieved. However, recent developments show that this is far from true and
Fremantle once more faces possible destruction, this time of a different kind. It was
therefore decided that the Fremantle Society needs to regroup once more to confront the
new challenges of the eighties and nineties.

New Threats to Fremantle

Several potentially destructive projects are currently being discussed (see below) andthe
Council has shown a marked disinclination to enter into any public debate about them.
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Indeed, the Council appears to have fallen into the hands of a small, powerful clique which
operates in secret and seems to have little feeling for the history and aesthetics of the area.
In the process the Fremantle tradition of public involvement in decision-making has also
been completely abandoned.

The results could be disastrous for Fremantle. While there are at present no signs of a
renewed push for high-rise development, there is a strong trend towards making our city into
a Tinseltown or side show alley in an ill-judged assessment of what tourists are looking for.

URGENT ACTION IS NEEDED TO STOP THE ROT BEFORE
IT IS TOO LATE. IF YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT OUR
CITY THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY OFFERS YOU AN OPPOR-
TUNITY TO TAKE PART IN SHAPING ITS FUTURE. THE SO-
CIETY IS ORGANISING MANYAREAS OFACTIVITY IN WHICH
YOU CAN PARTICIPATE DEPENDING ON YOUR SPECIAL
INTERESTS AND SKILLS.

A Special General Meeting on 23 November appointed an Interim Committee to begin
the task of reorganising the Society, and an Annual General Meeting will be called at
the Fremantle Town Hall on 14 February 1989 at 8 pm to discuss currentissues facing
Fremantle as well as to elect a permanent Committee and a new President. A
reminder notice will be sent to all members before the meeting.

Interim mmi

Elizabeth Atahan, Dianne Davidson, Brian Davies (Interim President), Bryn Davis, John
Dethridge, David Hutchison, Jack Kent, Alan Petersen, Pau!l Roberts, Alice Smith, John
Thornton.

For information contact  Brian Davies 336.2413 (A/H)
Bryn Davis 336.2086

John Dethridge 335.9476 (A/H)

COMMITTEE REPORT

The Committee has met several times and is in the process of working out possible future
strategies. Projects put forward include

O Investigation of how best to establish and ensure adherence to guidelines for social,
cultural and economic development programmes appropriate for Fremantle

O The issue of regular monthly newsletters, with the possible long-term prospect of
expanding these into a genuinely Fremantle-based community newspaper
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O

Nomination of and organisational support for conservation-minded candidates to
the Fremantle City Council

Working to obtain World Heritage listing for Fremantle and the classification of more
buildings by the National Trust

Revival of the information service the Society once provided for house restorers
Production of a film about Fremantle and its people
Continuation and expansion of the Society's history programme

The setting up of a public discussion forum where distinguished speakers put
forward their views and where social, cultural and economic issues affecting
Fremantle can be openly debated

Establishment of ongoing contact with and lobbying of members of Commonwealth,
State and Fremantle local government

As afirst stepinthis processthe Interim President has sentaformalrequest to the Fremantle
City Council that there should be continual liaison between the Fremantle Society and the
Council, and former Councillor Alan Petersen has agreed to monitor Council meetings and
report back to the Committee.

Some Potentially Dangerous Planning Issues

A large number of major developments are confronting Fremantle. They would bring
massive changes to ourcity but the FCC seems to have no clear view about howthey should
be tackled.

1.

The Catholic University. It is essential that a detailed social and physical impact
study be carried out immediately to set firm guidelines before the project is
considered for approval. But the few councillors who are known to have been
meeting with the proponents oppose such a study, deny that the meetings have
taken place, and don't want to know what residents think. Issues like parking, traffic
density, rents, rates, population mix, recreational facilities are being ignored.

Itis almost certain that such an institution would seek rent-free status - but the council
is not prepared to admit this.

Fremantle Gaol. The gaol represents one the world’s great collection of Victorian
buildings but there is no guarantee they won't be passed overto a private developer
- most likely the Catholic University.
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10.

1%

12.

13.

14.

South Wharf. What is to happen to the Fremantle Harbour Trust land? Will it be
made available for University accommodation? No one is saying.

North Fremantle Peninsula. This area is under severe threat with a whole string of
major land deals on the books but, to date, almost no regional planning has been
done.

Buckland Hill. The future of this area is crucial to Fremantle’s distinctive character
(see report below).

Queensgate. The FCC as developeris setting a poorexample for private developers
with its building opposite the Town Hall. Planned in secret, and apparently of poor
quality, the cost of the structure will force the Council to sell its historic buildings in
Henry Street to pay for it. The Council is also selling off its small parks around the
city to raise finance for Queensgate when it should be increasing its parklands and
planting trees rather than disposing of the pitifully few recreation areas which exist
in Fremantle.

The North Woolshed. The Council was standing firm against demolition but now
appears to be wavering under pressure.

The Anchorage. This major potential disaster in North Fremantle has not gone
away, it has only been deferred. The Environmental Protection Authority is refusing
to release its evaluation of more than 300 public submissions which followed the
disastrous Environmental Impact Statement done for the State Superannuation
Board.

The South Fremantle Tip Site. The residents would like to see parkland developed
on this site, but its future is still very much in doubt

The Container Terminal. The plan to build a container terminal at Catherine Point
has not been officially shelved.

The Crocodile Park. The Council has agreed to the establishment of a Crocodile
Farm and Park in the Fishing Harbour. This is the kind of Tinseltown attraction which
Fremantle can do without and which sets a dangerous precedent.

The Federal Hotel Casino. The proponentsintend to keep trying against the wishes
of most Fremantle residents.

The New Barge Harbour. This is being constructed north of North Mole. It will result
in 28 hectares of new industrial land which will be under the control of the FPA and
therefore planning may proceed without any community input. The beach-front of
this new land will no doubt bring forth grandiose plans for large scale leisure
developments.

Westrail Land. This land, between Tydeman Road and the Cable Station, has
already attracted the attention of the WADC - and we all know what that could mean
In terms of development.
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15.  Eishing Boat Harbour. The new barge harbour may lead to the relocation of
maritime industries from the Fishing Harbour.

This would be a great loss to Fremantle’s character, particularly as the council's
recent approval of a crocodile farm for the Fishing Harbour gives one no great faith
In its ability to encourage appropriate replacement acivities

16.  Shift of Stirling Highway. The Main Roads Department has plans to realign part of
the North Fremantle section of the highway to the west. This would seriously affect

that part of North Fremantle and wipe out the George Temple Poole designed former
schoaol.

17. Eacadism. Fremantle's venturesinto fasodomy have been criticised by the Australian
Heritage Copmmission which beleves the practice greatly reduces a building's
cultural significance. Proposals like the Catholic University will no doubt again raise
the issue of how Fremantle's historic buildings should be protected.

Whatever happened to the proposal that Fremantle should have a
Heritage Committee to look after such problems?

Report from CARD

More than 500 residents packed Fremantle Town Hall for the meeting on the Catholic
University.

The FCC were forced to call the meeting following a petition from electors organised by
Community Action for Rational Development, but it did little to publicise it. Still the crowd
flocked in.

At the meeting the Council adopted an essentially negative approach. Its representatives
attacked CARD, refused to provide even the most basic information, and rejected the need
for the special and early planning studies which CARD had been urging for some time and
again stressed at the meeting.

However, the meeting did prove beyond doubt that the Fremantle spirit is alive and well. A
wide range of views was forcibly put and the Council representatives were under fire for
failing to provide information the audience thought they must have known. The Catholic
authorities were criticised for not coming at all.

The Council was asked to call another meeting and this time to provide detailed information
to those attending, as well as to invite the University authorities to come and do the same.

This follow-up meeting will take place on 24 January 1989 at the Fre-
mantle Town Hall. Watch for news of it early in the New Year!
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Report from Buckland Hill Action Group

The fight for Buckland Hill is far from over.

The Buckland Hill Action Group is trying various strategies. It is still putting pressure on the
Government, especially over the location of the Homeswest units, and it is approaching the
unions in the hope of haviing a green ban put on the site. It is contemplating initiating a
campaign against ESANDA and its parent group the ANZ Bank for providing the funding in
the secret sell-off of Buckland Hil.

The Action Group has contacted several alternative political groups - the Australian
Democrats, the Green Party, and the Alternative Coalition, to put Buckland Hill on their
platform, and is even contemplating putting up its own candidate in the coming elections.
On the more positive side, the Action Group is pushing for the creation of a Regional Park
inthe North Fremantle Peninsula area; one park uniting the various linked ocpen areas in this
region - Rocky Bay, the CSBP site, parts of the State Engineering Works site, the 33% of
Buckland Hill still undeveloped, some Westrail land, the Esso land and all the foreshore
reserve, bike paths and the newly opened heritage trail. This would create one substantial
park, linking the ocean to the river and preserving forever what little open space still remains
in the Peninsula.

Public Open Forums - a Vital Need

It is essential to formulate a clear planning philosophy for Fremantle.

To do this the Society plans to instigate a regular series of public discussion forums at which
notable academics, community leaders and others with specific local expertise will be
invited to speak and to answer questions. Participation by a wide cross-section of the
community representing a diverse range of backgrounds and perspectives will be encour-
aged.

Watch for news of these forums next year - they will be advertised in the Fremantle Gazette
and through local bookstores, cafes etc. Come along and put your point of view!

REMANTLE IS AT A CROSSROADS. IT IS IN GREAT DANGER OF |
E;DSING ITS SPECIAL CHARACTER AND DEGENERATION INTO A
TAGE SET OF FACADES SURROUNDED BY CROCODILE PARKS
AND KITSCH. THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY SAVED FREMANTLE

FROM DESTRUCTION IN THE SEVENTIES - WE NEED TO DO IT
AGAINNOW, AND TO WORK OUT A BLUEPRINT FOR THE KIND OF

REMANTLE WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN THE NINETIES AND
‘%EY{}ND.
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