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ONLINE TOUR GUIDE TO FREMANTLE' S HERITAGE

The Fremantle Society has started one of the big-
gest projects in our recent history with the QR [Quick
Response| Code mapping of the city's significant
historic buildings and sites. It's called FREOPEDIA.

This major project will give the Society extensive
public exposure as our .’DQG will be seen on hundreds
of sites around the City of Fremantle.

Volunteers are uploading on WIKIPEDIA as much in-
formation as they can get their hands on about iconic
buildings and historic places. Once that is done,
stainless steel QR codes will be attached to buildings
where people can scan them using a smartphone
and they will be linked to the relevant entries in the
WIKIPEDIA online library.

Over time, this information will be available in the
language the smartphone is set in, so it will become
a great way of having a virtual tour guide to the city.
Tourists will be able to roam around Freo in their
own time, day and night, without the need for guided
tours. The Society believes this is the first time in
Australia an entire city will be ‘barcoded’ for tourism
and educational purposes,

The project is supported by the City of Fremantle and
embraced by the Chamber of Commerce, so it will be
marketed to international visitors to our city.

If you are interested in becoming part of this excit-

iIng project please contact the Fremantle Society via
email: roel.loopers(@iinet.net.au

We are also looking for 5|:nc.=r"::5x:|r~; and grants to pro-
duce the stainless steel plaques for the buildings,
estimated to cost $10,000 for 500 individual plaques.

Roel Loopers

Wikips nH_ “

Society Committee Member Sophie Farrar with the new

QR Code plague

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL

WE ARE TRYING TO SAVE COSTS AND TREES BY EMAILING NEWSLETTERS TO OUR MEMBERS, SO IF YOU DID NOT
RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, PLEASE DO SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS, SO WE CAN KEEP YOU UP TG
DATE ABOUT SOCIETY EVENTS VIA THE INTERNET.

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER,DECEMBER 2012 - Page 1



REFLECTIONS AND FUTURES

year as a member of the Fremantle So-
ciety Committee has given me an insight
into the challenges those who fight to
protect Fremantle s unique character
and built heritage face. | joined the com-
mittee simply because | love Freo and | felt strongly
enough about that to want my voice to be heard.
Mine is the voice of a younger generation, which has
not had strong representation on the Committee
in recent years, Like so rany locals and visitors to
Fremantle, | recognise that the City is special and |
want to help to ensure that all the things | love about
Fremantle are not lost as a result of poor planning
and decision-making. | want to make more people
aware of what is on offer in Fremantle - in the arts,
heritage, retail, community, education, sustainability.
| want to see crowds and atmosphere and | want to
contribute to the voice that reminds decision makers
that there Is a force of individuals who will not stop
fighting. | also realise | am an idealist and not all
battles are won and the Fremantle Society can only
gdo so0 much... but we are a positive bunch and are not
easily deterred!

| believe all who care about Fremantle have a re-

sponsibility to protect it, advocate for it and promote
It in whatever way they can. The city of Fremantle is
what it is because of the fierce community spirit and

the Fremantle Society relies upon people who care
to keep it going - a love of heritage, a passion for
the arts, a desire to protect our home town - | see
strength in our common goal and that is to protect
what makes our City special.

The future of the Society will inevitably be influenced
by the sprit of our members and | hope to see a
voice emerging that reflects the passions of younger
generations. We must appreciate and respect the
history of the Fremantle Society as being born from
the desire to fight to protect built heritage, however,
the Society will continue to grow to become more
than this. We aim to engage people with the City in
positive ways but continue to reflect on its heritage:
| truly believe this is the way to ensure the future of
the Society. Our motto For Fremantle people and
places goes a long way in summing up the direc-
tion of the Society and that is standing up for all that
makes this City unigue. If you are Far Fremantle ther
we urge you to get involved.

Sophie Farrar
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

y first year as President of the Freman-
tle Society is coming to an end. It has
been an interesting and demanding
year that gave me a few frustrations
but also many rewards.

We fought hard against Planning Scheme Amend-
ment 49 and tried to retain Fremantle’s unique
character by opposing high-rise
in the inner city. We went as high
as joining with Adele Carles for

a meeting with Planning Minis-
ter John Day and we also sent a
delegation and spoke against PSA
49 at the WA Planning Commis-
sion. Although the Minister has
not signed off on it yet, | fear we
might have lost that battle.

We were more successful in
standing up for the neglected
Warders Cottages in Henderson
Street and the Married Quarters Cottages at Can-
tonment Hill. Our SHAME campaign resulted in the
National Trust probably taking over the Warders Cot-
tages from the Department of Housing, while emails
to Defence Minister Stephen Smith and Freman-

tle Labor MP Melissa Park received the reply that
Defence will spend millions on renovating the Mar-
ried Quarters to house Defence personnel. | am not
nappy though about the time frame of 2014.

in trying to get rid of the anti-development and
nay-sayer image the Society has, | made a delib-
erate effort to get the Society more involved with
the business community through regular contact
with the Chamber of Commerce. | am also on the
executive committee of the West End Traders and a
board member of the brand new Business Improve-
ment District company [BID] and attend the meet-
ings of the new Bathers Beach Art Precinct. | also
started the Keep Freo in Freo Campaign to keep the
Dockers in town.

It has been great to watch Society committee
member Don Whittington almost single-handedly

resurrecting the Fremantle Workers Club that had
been closed. Don has been part of the Society since
It was established. It is amazing to see his dedica-
tion to Fremantle and all the long hours he and his
partner Ruth Belben put in, Well done!

Qur monthly social dinners at the Victoria Café have
given members a way of connecting and are
appreciated by many, but I'd love
to see many more people at our
events. It is really important that
we can contact you via email so
we can keep you up to date. Snail
mail is too slow, too costly and too
time consuming.

To celebrate the Society's 40th
anniversary we have embarked
on a huge project to QR (Quick
Response] code all significant
buildings and sites in Fremantle.
|Please read details in separate
article.] One of the priorities and great challenges

| see for the Society's future is to attract younger
members. We are lucky to have ‘babies’ Sophie Far-
rar and Peter Zuvela on the committee, but we need
to engage more and better with the younger genera-
tions and become relevant to them. | hope the QR
coding and Facebook page are a step in that direc-
tion.

| have been asked by many members to stay on as
President for another year and if no one else puts
their hand up and if you approve of my performance
over the last year, | am happy to continue.

'd like to thank the 2012 committee of Henty Far-
rar (Vice President], Jack Turnbull [Treasurer]. Pam
Hartree [Secretaryl, Cathy Hall, Bob Reece, Ron
Uavidson, Don Whittington, Peter Zuvela, and Sophie
Farrar for all their support.

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and an out-
standing New Year!

Roel Loopers

ABOVE: Fremantle Society President Roel Loopers
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WE ARE TRYING TO SAVE COSTS AND TREES BY EMAILING NEWSLETTERS TO OUR MEMBERS, SO IF YOU'DID NOT
RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, PLEASE DO SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS, SO WE CAN KEEP YOU UP TO
DATE ABOUT SOCIETY EVENTS VIA THE INTERNET.
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FREMANTLE SOCIETY CELEBRATES
40 YEARS OF DEDICATION

he 40th anniversary celebrations of the
Fremantle Society, ; Beatles tribute h'f
the FabFour at the Fremantle Workers Club
was a night of dance from the first to the la:;t
tunes of fantast
orofessional outfit that impressed most people, al-
though some thought the music was a little too loud.

'-I."l_-' i I; 13 -'\1

ic music. The FabFour were a very

While we felt snubbed by the City of Fremantle and
the City of East Fremantle, who did not bother to
send a representative, Member for Fremantle Adele
Carles MLA and Greens Lynn MacLaren MLC at-
tended the party.

II was fitting to have our 40th in the resurrected
orkers Club where our committee member Don
'.wfhltt:"!-gt:a-’u is the president. He

and slide show on the achievements and start of the

reflected in a speech

dedicated community group. It is impressive that
some of the people who established the Society are
still active members 40 years later.

It was great to see well respected but controversial
former City Heritage Architect Agnieshka Kiera, who
now lives in her native Poland, and equally contro-
versial and respected former councillor John Dow-
son at our 40th. Also present from |
Albany was former Society president lan Alexander
and Fighting For Fremantle authors Dianne and Ron
Davidson.

his new home In

The 40th anniversary of the Fremantle Society was a
huge milestone for our dedicated community group
Fremantle should be grateful we have so many peo-
ple who are willing to give up their time to support

our unigue city and lifestyle.

TOF RIGHT
Don L”F.f?.-:!.-.r'.n_r:}:.::.rj

LOWER RIGHT:

"'.JII'_ {E | l..l'lrl"':'_ .M.'I_ ]
OTHER:
The Fremantle Society gets
down to the Fab Four!

FHOTOS: IE“,.-" Feter Zuvela
i B{JE SOrrner f-L'IE.
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BATTLES WON & LOST

As the Fremantle Society reaches its 40th milestone, it is a good time to take a look at its
achievements and its failures. Committee member Bob Reece did so:

he best thing you could do for Fremantle is to
get the bulldozers in". This was Harry Fletch-
er, state member for Fremantle, speaking
in the late 1960s of his vision for the port
city. The 1955 Stephenson-Hepburn town plan had
already laid out a new future with its artists’ impres-
sions of wide boulevards.

And so it almost came
to pass: if the City
Council and the Met-
ropolitan Regional
Planning Authority had
had their way, High 5t
would have become a
four lane connector via
Henry St with a new
coastal highway.

In the process, the city

would have lost most of
its historical built environment ‘old” was out, new’
was well and truly in. High-rise Johnston Court re-
mains an example of this flawed 1960s vision.

Some of the credit for saving the old heart of the
city must go to a handful of Council officers includ-
ing Murray Edmonds and Stan Parks, while former
Mayor Fred Samson and architect Kob McCampbell
also played important parts in highlighting the value
of individual buildings like the Convict Asylum [now
the Fremantle Arts Centre], the Round House and
the Boys School What

o

The best thing you could do for
Fremantle is to get the bulldozers in

o®

Harry Fletcher, State Member for Fremantle, 1960'S
e e ]

the unique streetscapes that had been unintention-
ally preserved by Fremantle’s economic decline,
The birth of the Society coincided with the coming to
power of the Whitlam government and the interest
taken by ministers like Tom Uren in urban renewal.
The establishment of the National Estate also meant
that local heritage issues could take on national sig-
nificance.

Comments from distin-
guished visitors on Fre-
mantle’s unique range
of late 19th and early
20th Century com-
mercial buildings led
to a push for the city's
inclusion on UNESCQO's
World Heritage List.

At the same time,
there was stiff resist-
ance from the majority of Councillors with just three
members of the 'Preservation and Change’ commit-
tee supporting the heritage agenda. The Society had
to take the fight to the Council by putting up its own
members, including Les Lauder, in early 1973.

A major breakthrough came in February 1973 that all
development applications had to go to Council, which
would be guided by the recommendations of its
Cultural Development Committee.

Much of the Society's continuing work was to do with
boosting Fremantle

provided the ground-
swell of popular
support for these
initiatives, however,
was the Fremantle
Saociety.

Formed in 1972, at
the instigation of Les
Lauder, the Society
provided the popular
voice and the politi-
cal muscle needed to
keep the bulldozers at
bay. It was the
whistleblower on
so-called Progress,
drawing attention to

as a good place to
live, thanks to its his-
torical character and
the special intimacy
shaped by the city's
geographical con-
straints.

The first battle be-
tween the Society
and developers was
over Alan Bond's
1973 proposal to
build a sixteen storey
glass tower block on
King's Square to ‘save
Fremantle'. And the
following year there




was another campaign to save Victoria Hall from
demolition. The last-moment announcement of a
union green ban just as the auctioneer’'s hammer
was about to fall highlighted just how closely-fought
some of these battles were.

There was another struggle in 1975 to save from
demolition the Evan Davies Library in South Terrace
[now Kulchal, which Council had earmarked for pub-
lic space. And there was Alcoa’'s 1981 plan for a ten-
storey office block in Queen St., justified this would
‘bring new life” into Fremantle. While Council gave its
approval to @ more limited version of the plan, Alcoa
jilted its supporters by moving to Garden City.

Not every battle was won. Council's 1983 plan to
extend Parry 5t was opposed by a citizens commit-
tee with some Society members support because
of its threat to divide an important heritage precinct.
This time the planners had their way: and perhaps
this time they were right. While the America’s Cup
defence in late 19846 brought a welcome sprucing up
of the city as buildings were refurbished and re-
painted, not all were treated with the sensitivity they
deserved.

Far more serious was the ‘Anchorage’ development
at North Fremantle that was fuelled by Cup hype.
This time the Society worked behind the scenes by
supporting Cammunity Action for Ratianal Develop-
ment [CARD] which exposed shady land dealings and
ultimately killed off the scheme.

A protracted tussle came with the establishment of
University Notre Dame Australia in 1989. Low prop-
erty prices, cheap government loans and the backing
of entrepreneur Dennis Horgan enabled the Univer-
sity to acquire a swathe of heritage buildings and
produce a plan which re-oriented the whole area,
creating its own precinct including Victoria Quay.

As it happened, Council accepted some of the objec-
tions made by the Society and CARD but the scheme
was ultimately modified by Dennis Horgan's failing
fortunes and the need to sell off property.

With the establishment of the Fremantle Dockers in
December 1993 came their plan for a new two-storey
clubhouse near the heritage-rated Victoria Pavilion.
Thanks to a campaign by Ralph Hoare, Nicolas Gurr
and Society President John Dowson, the plan was
strongly opposed but a poorly-attended popular poll
was indecisive. In the end it was the Dockers them-
selves who decided to re-locate when the original
plan proved too expensive. A threat of a different
kind was ING's 2006 plan for a commercial complex
on Victoria Quay, incorporating eight-storey towers,
Strongly supported by the Fremantle Port Author-
ity, its landlord, ING did not have to take account of
Council planning or of popular reactions despite a
packed Town Hall protest meeting. Once again it was
changing world economic conditions that killed off a
development threatening Fremantle s already declin-
ing retail sector.

It was this decline that fuelled the present Councils
determination to amend planning regulations so that
developers could build up to twelve storeys in the
city's centre. This was portrayed by a scale model
commissioned by the Society and installed in the
foyer of Adelaide Plaza. Despite strong expressions
of public opposition through petitions, the Council
unanimously passed the controversial Amendment
49,

The continuing challenge to the Society and its sup-
porters is to maintain opposition to what would be
the most dramatic change in the city’s history. In the
meantime there will be many smaller battles to be
fought. The Society cannot afford any middle-aged
complacency.
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| recently attended the Australasian Society for His-
| torical Archaeology/Australian Institute for Maritime
Archaeology Conference |held in Fremantle in October]
and enjoyed various papers. A surnmary of some of the
papers which relate to the history of Fremantle is outlined
below.

Alice Beale from the WA Museum presented a paper
about the US Navy [USN] presence in Fremantle during
World War Il. In 2011 a decision was made to demolish
the laundry building which was located at the rear of the
Fremantle Arts Centre. It was the last surviving building of
approximately 19 erected on the site during the period the
USN operated the Submarine Base from Fremantle. Alice
was part of a team involved in an archaeological survey

of the site prior to demolition. All that now remains of the
building is the concrete slab. The paper highlighted the
lack of physical evidence of the presence of the US MNavy
in Fremantle during the war. This was largely the result of
the USN's policy of decommissioning their buildings after
they were no longer required. It is unfortunate that the
only surviving fabric is now gone.

A paper from Peter Howard from the University of Sydney
discussed the end of the use of trams in Australia’s capital
cities and explores the reasons for their demise, apart
from Melbourne which still maintains a successful tram
transport system today. The paper focussed mainly on the
political and economic reasons behind the rapid closure
of the Sydney system, the situation in Fremantle was quite
different as it was the government’s rationalisation of the
power supply which led to the end of trams in Fremantle.

| also attended a paper presented by Sean Winter from the
University of WA, This paper looked at the difference be-
tween the transportation of convicts to Western Australia
compared to the earlier transportation of convicts to the
east coast. He considered that by the time convicts were
transported to Western Australia in the 1850s the moti-
vations for British penal colonies had changed and their
administrative procedures and ideologies where quite

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPERTS IN FREMANTLE

different than those in the east. Sean considered that any
analysis of this period of Western Australia’s convict his-
tary should be researched and analysed in the context of
these differences.

Luke Donegan from Fremantle Prison presented an inter-
esting paper about a recent archaeological dig prior to the
development of a new visitor centre at the Chief Warder's
residence at 14 The Terrace. Plans showed that there had
been a cellar and a drop toilet in the backyard but both
had been filled in and covered in concrete. The dig re-
vealed both the cellar and toilet were preserved and intact
and revealed numerous artefacts which help to interpret
family Life at the time. The entrance to the cellar is now on
view at the new visitor centre with some of the artefacts
on display.

The last two papers | attended were associated with the
archaeological work being conducted south of Fremantle
in the area known as Peel town. Simon Meath has been
researching the Mears camp which was north of Peel
town. His research has revealed that the farnily attempted
to farm the land and adapted their diet to local flora and
fauna including abundant fish and shellfish to survive in
the unfamiliar climate and landscape. Dr Shane Burke
from MNotre Dame University discussed some of his find-
ings from three habitation sites he has analysed. Despite
the arguments that the settlement failed due ta Thomas
Peel's poor leadership, Dr Burke considers that evidence
from the analysis of ash and charcoal remains show that
the settlers sources of fuel changed from local vegetation
to items of furniture, to items salvaged from the wreck
of the Rockingham and it was the end of these resources
which contributed towards the failure of the settlement.

| also attended a tour of the Peel town site with Dr Burke
and was fascinated to see the sites they had discovered.
It 1s well worth a visit to the site with Dr Burke to see

the evidence of one of the earliest British settlements in
Western Australia.

Pam Hartree

ABOUT GOOD MANAGEMENT (AGM

GM might just as well mean that - About Good

Management. In a club or association, the way

it is run and the public face or persona is very

much a creation of the past and current manage-
ment team. |t is a real challenge getting in and rolling up
the sleeves for a twelve month stretch, looking at the day
to day issues that present themselves and considering the
strategy for the future and the priorities for action. How
to best engage our Members and to get buy-in from the
wider community always need answers and actions. Being
present in community debates and combining to engage
with others to contribute through our profound heritage
perspective 15 the way we do that.

This year’s chance to think and act About Good Manage-
ment - Is at the AGM. This year the venue is the Fremantle
Workers Club in Henry Street on Monday 10 December
with free welcome drinks at 6 o'clock and the official pro-
ceedings commencing at 6:45pm.

The purpose of the AGM - according to our Rules, is to re-
ceive the Annual Report and audited financial statements
and for all financial Members attending to be involved

in the election of office bearers - President, Secretary,
Treasurer and general committee. In recent days all
Members will have received the Agenda and nomination
forms for committee as well as your annual membership
renewal. 2012 membership expired 31 October, so re-
member to remit your fees as soon as possible. You must
be a financial member to stand for committee or to vote at
the AGM.

You had a very good Committee in 2012 - but it's About
Good Management - take part, get involved, find out what
has been going on and what the challenges are likely to be
next year - come to the AGM.

Henty Farrar
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