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The Fremantle Society Annual General Meeting will be held at the Fremantle Town Hall
on Tuesday 14 February 1989 at 8.00 pm to elect a President and a permanent
Committee.The meeting is a crucial step in the re-establishment of the society as the
residents’ voice in the fight to strengthen and protect their city. It is essential that all of you
who care about Fremantle, members and non-members, should attend, and anyone who
wishes to nominate for the Committee will be most welcome.

Those present will also have the opportunity of hearing Professor George Seddon, author
of Swan River Landscapes, Sense of Place, and A City and Its Setting, speak on The Need
for a Landscape Plan for Fremantle. Time will be made available for members to put
guestions to Professor Seddon.

George Seddon, who has recently become a Fremantle resident after returning to UWA, has
a dazzlingly varied collection of skills and accomplishments - he is truly a twentieth century
Renaissance man. He started teaching English at UWA and atthe same time did a parttime
Sciencedegree,thena PhDin Geology. Later he taught philosophy of science, then headed
an environmental studies group, and until recently was Dean of Melbourne University’s
Faculty of Architecture. Throughout this time George Seddon built up a reputation as one
of Australia’s leading writers on urban aesthetics - a topic of great relevance in Fremantle
at the moment.

Professor Seddon's address will be followed by an outline of the history of the Fremantle
Scciety presented by Councillor June Boddy, and an appraisal by David Hutchison Df
the major current issues of concern to Fremantle residents. NP
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THIS MEETING, AND BRING ALONG ANYONE THEY THINK
MAY BE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE SOCIETY. THIS IS YOUR
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN SHAPING
FREMANTLE'S FUTURE.

Newletter February 1989 Page 1



RECENT MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Don Abbey & Robyn Ayres, John & Kaye Archibald, Robert Bodkin, Bill & Helen Castleden,
Mike Codde, Bill Dermer, Gary Hanly, Linda Hayward, Dael Hunter, Jean & Ted Hobson,
Brian T Jackson, Michael & Maxine Lanyon, Philip & Margaret Martin, Elizabeth Nelson,
Janet and Frank O'Grady, lan Parmenter & Ann Lyon, Agnieshka Kiera, Pat Rawlings,
Lavinia de Sarigny, Lola Vincent, Don Whittington & Family

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY MEETING

The meeting at the Town Hall on 24 January was a big disappointment.

All the big players were there - the Chairman of the University Planning Board, Dennis
Horgan, the Director of Catholic Education, Peter Tannock, the Member for Fremantie, Mr
David Parker, and the FCC Director of Planning, Patric de Villiers, were present, as was
Mayor Cattalini. But no one came away from the meeting much the wiser about the form of
the university or its impact on the community.

David Parker said he had approved a social impact study and that it was to be conducted
independently by the UWA's Centre for Urban Research. But no one wanted to answer the
important question of how this study would be translated into guidelines to control the
developer's operations in Fremantie.

The answer to the question of whether or not the university would pay rates was disturbing.
The City Manager, Mr R Malcolm, said that if the university was a non-profit organisation
thenit probably would not have to pay rates. Thiswas based on aninterpretation ofthe Local
Government Act. This has serious implications for Fremantle ratepayers, who are already
burdened with an unusually large number of rate-free properties in the area.

What is even more disturbing is the large-scale buying up of Fremantie businesses
apparently taking place at the moment. For example, the Chairman of the University
Planning Board now appears to control at least four and possibly six Fremantle hotels, and
it is unclear how this commercial activity links up with the university project. The social
impact on Fremantle of such a concentration of ownership should be thoroughly investi-
gated by the Government's social impact study group. The Fremantle Society intends to
argue strongly in favour of such an investigation when it meets with the study group.

There clearly needs to be another meeting on this controversial topic, butthe format should
be different. Such a meeting could be linked to the State Government's impact study which
is now under way and be planned by community groups, the Fremantle City Councilandthe
study team to ensure that this time there is opportunity for an adequate exchange of views.
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REPORT FROM CARD
%

Two members of Community Action for Rational Development have been added to the
Steering Committee for the proposed Catholic University to act as community representa-
tives. They are Jack Kent, who was recently elected to Council, and Ron Davidson.

This follows an earlier request by CARD for greater community invelvement in the proposal.

CARD has beeninstrumental in seeking a physical and social impact study to be carried out
to assess the impact of the proposal on Fremantle and its residents. As a first step in this
process, the State Government has commissioned a preliminary social impact study to be
conducted by the University of WA Centre for Urban Research headed by Dr Geoff Syme
of CSIRO.

The report which follows this study will identify the major social impacts of a university on
Fremantle and make recommendations about those issues which will need further inves-
tigation if detailed planning of a university goes ahead.

It will also detail an appropriate process for planning analysis, community consultation and
ongoing monitoring of the project ifitis established. The study will not be seeking to provide
detailed answers at this stage.

Dr Syme will be asking Fremantle groups and individuals to participate.
Anyone wishing to put a point of view can contact Dr Syme on 387.0777.

WE ARE NOT EMUSED

You may have thought the decision to site a Crocodile Park in the Fishing Harbour was bad
enough. However, it has come to the Society's notice that Council has agreed to the
decoration of Pioneer Reserve with bronze emus.

The City Manager has advised us that the Council made its decision in December,
apparently without any public discussion. He said also that after the decision had already
been made the matter was referred to the Community Arts Officer, Roslyn Porter, who
expressed "concerns over both the appropriateness and the scale of the sculptures.”
However, the Chairpersons of the Planning and Community Services Committees decided
that her concern did not justify overturning the earlier Council decision.

This situation is most unsatisfactory. In a city which boasts of its large population of artists

and craftspersons it appears imprudent to say the least for Council to approve without
adequate consultation a proposal which will seriously affect the aesthetics of a public place.
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The Fremantle Society believes that local people involved in the Arts should be given an
opportunity to comment on the artistic merit and suitability of the proposed sculptures, and
intends to take steps to achieve this as soon as possible. We understand that the
manufacture of the emus will take place in ltaly and involve considerable expense for the
donor. It would be most unfortunate if after such effort and expense the installation of the
emu sculptures resulted in a public outcry and a demand for their removal.

A hopeful postscript to this unhappy story is that the Councilis forming a Public Art Advisory
Committee and has called for expressions of interest from practising Fremantle artists. The
City Manager tells us that this Committee should be operating by March.

FREMANTLE SOCIETY

- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 14 February 1989
Fremantle Town Hall, 8 pm
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