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The Fremantle Society’s current concern regarding the proposed expansion of the Fremantle
Hospital has its genesis in 1974 when the hospital proposed major expansion. In Qctober
1975 the Fremantle Society published details of the proposal by the Hospital Board and the
Court Government for two, 17 story tower blocks on South Terrace rising 55 metres from the
street level. Expansion over residential blocks to the south and the east of the main hospital
site was also proposed.

The Fremantle Society agreed at that time that upgrading of facilities was essential but
opposed major expansion because of the threat to residences in the area, with the consequent
loss of people and rates and the problems of traffic and parking such expansion would bring.

The rapid growth of population in the Southern Corridor had already been recognised and the
previous Tonkin Labor Government had already acquired a large site, the Lakes at Murdoch for
a new regional hospital to take the pressure off the Fremantle site. The population of the “catch-

ment area” for Fremantle hospital was then approximately 250,000 and it is now approximately
400,000.

In 1975 both the Fremantle City Council and the Fremantle Society came out strongly
against the scale of the proposed development and the de facto establishment of Fremantle as
the site for the Southern Regional Hospital. The Society and the Council felt that the Hospi-
tal expansion was ,in the main , ill conceived and was an unsatisfactory solution to the
problem of rapid growth of the Southern suburbs. A very real fear held was that if Fremantle
hospital continued to grow, the Lakes hospital would never be built.

In response to a large petition , the mayor at the time, Bill McKenzie, called a public meeting
on 11th March, 1976. Prior to this he and Mayor Howson of Melville met the Health Minis-
ter Baxter to urge restraint at Fremantle and to urge that the government proceeded with the
the Murdoch Lakes hospital development.

Over 500 people attended the public meeting and overwhelmingly endlorsed the motions
calling for an environmental impact study, a restriction on new development to that neces-
sary to Fremantle and an early start to the Lakes Hospital. The Council and the Society
called for an independent study before any work proceeded. A Lakes Hospital action group
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was formed and its members included Fremantle’s mayor, a Melville councilior and promi-
nent community and Fremantle Society representatives.

It was not only the Fremantle Society and the Fremantle Council which were opposed to the
proposed expansion of the Fremantle Hospital site at that time. Concerns were also ex-
pressed by the Department of Conservation and Environment and the Metropolitan Regional
Planning Authority. The Shadow Minister for Health at the time, Mr Ron Davies, was very
critical of the development and committed a future Labor government to an open inquiry into
the Fremantle Hospital extensions and an early start to the building of the Lakes Hospital at
Murdoch.

A special report on Perth Hospitals by international consultants Llewellyn Davies which the
government refused to release was believed to also recommend against this Fremantle hospi-
tal development.

Despite widespread community concern and opposition on many fronts, the Court Government
pushed ahead and as a result of the Fremantle Hospital development, a whole residential block
bounded by Fothergill, Attfield and Alma Streets and Hampton Road was demolished, including
a number of early historical houses. However as a result of the F remantle Society’s opposition
the hospital plans were scaled down to the present bulky edifice but the Council and the Society
felt that this was just as damaging environmentally.

The Fremantle Society fears that the current proposal is a return to the 1975 plan to make Fre-
mantle a large regional hospital for a catchment area that lies predominantly outside Fremantle
and that it is a reversal of the Labor commitment. The objections and concerns to such a pro-
posal which were raised in 1975 by bodies such as the Fremantle Society, the Fremantle City
Council of the day and Conservation and Environment and the Metropolitan Regional Planning
are still relevant. The Fremantle Society is concerned that substantial redevelopment may re-
quire resumption of land, particularly residential, outside of the current site.
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It is unfortunate that the questions raised in the press by the Fremantle Society have been
read as opposition to all development at Fremantle Hospital. This is certainly not the case.
However, given the history of this issue, and the current confusion, it is imperative that the
following issues be questioned and discussed publicly.

1. There appears to be no overall planning on a regional scale for the requirements
of the rapidly growing southern suburbs.

2. Any proposed redevelopment should not be seen in isolation. Large develop-
ments such as the Notre Dame Australia University, Victoria Quay, Fremantle Prison
and now the Fremantle Hospital are being or are to be developed with no apparent
overall plan.
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3. Why has the Lakes Hospital development at Murdoch as a major referral centre
now been abandoned in favour of a private 200 bed hospital?

4.. Does the State Government believe that some expansion at Fremantle and a 200
bed hospital at the Lakes can adequately cope with future increases in the population
of the southern suburbs ?

5.  Has any physical and social impact study been made of the proposed expansion
of Fremantle Hospital? Can the site adequately cope with the responsibility of a major
referral centre given the development restrictions of the Fremantle City Council Pol-
icy? Where is the provision for the future? The Fremantle Hospital has become
inadequate to its demands since the opening of the Princess of Wales wing in 1980. Is
the development proposed really going to address the problems for any long period
of time? If not, then surely one must ask why the commitment of this responsibility is
being given to Fremantle ?

6.  The expansion of Fremantle Hospital to accommodate the area’s share of psychi-
atric patients from Heathcote is a proposal which must be seriously considered and
questioned. The WA Psychiatric Nurses’ Association were reported in the Canning
Melville Times to state that the Fremantle site was totally unsuitable for rehabilitation
of mentally ill patients, and that the preferred site should be Murdoch. There are, no
doubt, other well qualified people who can comment on this issue, and we believe it
important that open discussion occur before any final decision is made.

The Fremantle Society welcomes upgrading of the existing facilities at Fremantle Hospital,
and from comments in newspaper reports one must ask why conditions are as such even now.
However it seems that the pay off for the development at Fremantle is the loss of a major re-
ferral centre in an area well chosen for its ease of access, space for parking, future develop-
ment and placed more centrally to the area it will serve.

Fremantle Hospital is located on a constrictive site between a residential area and the Fre-
mantle Prison. Traffic and parking needs already impinge on the residential area. While
there is space for some development on the site, the requirements of a major referral centre
would appear difficult to implement without future resumption of more residential land. This
is a concept to which the Society is totally opposed. Questions of increased traffic and park-
ing, future needs and expansion, and their social and physical impacts have not been dis-
cussed at a public level, and perhaps not at all.

The final outcome of the 1970s debate was an assurance by the State Government that no
further major expansion would occur at Fremantle Hospital. The commitment given was to
build a major hospital at Murdoch where there is space for parking, easy traffic access from
highways and space for future needs. It is also more centrally located to the area it would
Serve.

There is every good reason to support the upgrading of facilities at Fremantle, but are we not
losing by allowing the development of a major referral centre to be imposed on a potentially
inadequate site?
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The question of the proposed hospital development will be discussed at a general meeting of
the Fremantle Society on 6 March (see special notice this issue). In the meantime every
effort will be made to raise the above issues with the various authorities and individuals
involved.
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The following are Committee Members for 1989/90. Their special areas of activity are shown
below, together with their telephone numbers. Members interested in any of these areas are
encouraged to get in touch with the appropriate Convenor.

Jenny Archibald (President, Convenor: University Group - 335 2628); Elizabeth Atahan (Min-
utes Secretary - 339 5009/335 8891); Ron Davidson (Secretary, Convenor: Election Strategy
Group); Tony Harris (335 1307/350 6884); Ron Kennealy (386 1275/336 1106); Les Lauder
(335 6308/339 1120); Patrick Pemberton (Treasurer, 335 §788/382 8553); Shavda Pemberton
(Convenor; Social Committee - 335 8788); Alan Petersen (Council Liaison - 335 6415/351
2218); Bob Pokrant (430 5301/351 7399); Frank Schaper (Convenor: Planning Group - 335
27947227 6177); Jo Taylor (335 1513); David Wood (Convenor: Heritage Group - 335 4159)

NEW MEMBERS

Applications for membership have been received by the following:

Michael Cullity, Lorna Di Lollo & Grant Wignall, Pamela Gregg, Connie Hanscom, Alma
Hassall-Abbey, J L Heaney, V ] Heaney, Murray Houghton, Ron & Angela Massie, David
Kaesehagen, Antonio Mazzella, Libby Peacock, Anne Rimes

[HERITAGE LEGISLATION]|

The Government’s Heritage Bill will be presented to the Legislative Council within the next two
months. The Bill will protect significant private and public property throughout the State while

allowing latitude for development. Incentives will also be available to owners conserving listed

buildings.

Fremantle contains about one hundred and twenty buildings listed by the National Estate. Sev-
enty-five percent of these are privately owned, and many are included in the Notre Dame Austra-
lia proposal.

Although it is hoped that the Bill will receive bipartisan support in the Upper House, the Com-
mittee of the Fremantle Society urges members to communicate the need for heritage legislation
to members of the Legislative Council.

If you require further information about heritage legislation, please contact David Wood on 335
4159,
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GENERAL MEETING OF FREMANTLE SOCIETY
MEMBERS & FRIENDS

Tuesday 6 March
at 8.00 pm

Venue: Fremantle education Centre Cnr. Cantonment and Queen Victoria Streets, Fremantle.

To discuss a draft document:-

“Future of Fremantle - Towards 2000”

This document is a review and updating of the Society’s views on issue srelating to the cur-

rent and future development for Fremantle . These views were first published in November
1978 in a document The Future of Fremantle . Many of the issues of that time are still im-
portant and new ones such as the Notre Dame Australia University have been included.

Copies of the draft document will be available from the Secretary, Ron Davidson, and the
President, Jenny Archibald. It is hoped that as many members as possible will be able to
comment on the document.

The 1ssue of the Fremantle Hospital development will also be discussed at this meeting.

—

' COUNCIL ELECTIONS - FREMANTLE & EAST
 FREMANTLE

May is Council election time.

This is the only way our Council can be made more responsive to the concerns
of the Fremantle community.

7 YouDO NOT NEED TO OWN PROPERTY to be eligible. If you live in the
Fremantle or East Fremantle local government area you are entitled to vote as an |
occupier

i B | g }ruu'do not live in Fremantle but own property you are eligibleto vote

SO REMEMBER - IF YOU ARE THE OWNER OR OCCUPIER OF RATE
ABLE PROPERTY, YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE.

PLEASE CHECK THAT YOU ARE ON THE COUNCIL ROLL BEFORE THE
CLOSING DATE FOR ENROLMENT, 19 FEBRUARY 1990,
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UNIVERSITY SUBMISSIONS MEETING |

After several unsuccessful attempts at getting the Fremantle City Council to hold a
meeting of people and groups who had put in submissions to Council on the Notre
Dame Australia Draft Plan the Fremantle Society decided to run the show itself.

The Society felt that the submissions had been virtually ignored by Council.

It invited all those who put in submissions and others interested to the Fremantle Educa-
tion Centre to discuss the issues raised and the way Council had dealt with them.

Professor George Seddon chaired the meeting, and the large crowd attending included
Mayor Cattalini and Director of Planning de Villiers. Disappointingly, only three of the
18 councillors invited, June Hutchison , June Boddy and Jack Kent, were present, and
only oncity e, Len Palladino, sent an apology. Apologies were also received from the
City Manager, Ron Malcolm, and the City Architect, Agnieshka Kiera.

The meeting was addressed by the President of the Fremantle Society, Jenny Archibald, who
expressed disappointment at the lack of debate over serious issues which had been raised in
submissions to Council. Representatives from the University of WA Centre for Urban Research,
Geoffrey London and Peter Burgess, also commented on the failure of the Council to deal with
concerns discussed in the Centre’s Social and Physical Impact Study.

Patric de Villiers , Director of Planning, commented on some issues. However, the
most sigmificant outcome of the submissions was that the NDA plan was overwhelm-
ingly rejected, but that the FCC chose to support it with only some reservations..

The following three motions were put to the meeting and were carried overwhelm-
ingly:

1. That the Fremantle City Council reconsider the proposal of a community
liaison group to work with the FCC Planning Department and Planning Committee
on major issues in Fremantle, such as the Notre Dame Australia University, before
any decisions are made

2. That the process of submission assessment by the FCC include one or more
meetings of the submission writers and the FCC after the closing date for submis-
sions, so that discussion and debate on the issues of concern are possible before any
final outcome

5. That before the State Government makes any final decision on the Revised
Preliminary Social and Physical Impact Study a meeting of all of those making
public submissions be held to discuss the main issues and the Government’s pro-
posed response.
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REPORT FROM FREMANTLE PRISON

WORKING GROUP

The Prison Working Group has been recommending for some time that the Project Team should
consult with Dr James S Kerr, a leading authority on the conservation of historical monuments in
Australia. Finally it happened - Jim Kerr visited Fremantle shortly before Christmas (December
17-22) to assist the team 1n asessing the levels of signiicance of various parts of the prison.

Jim Kerr found time in his extremely busy schedule to have dinner with a group of people espe-
cially interested in his work and in the future of the prison, and impressed everyone with his
erudition and his cheerful, outgoing personality. Hopefully the information he was able to
impart at seminars and private talks will greatly assist the Project Team in making recommenda-
tions about the future of the complex.

The overall picture of work on the prison is looking a little brighter with the involvement of
some experts like Jim and members of the Department of Archaeology at UWA. We consider it
vital that this level of expertise be brought into the historic research area also.

The complex remains possibly the most important heritage item in WA, and must not be allowed
to fall into the hands of unsuitable commercial enterprises or become the preserve of government
or semi-government agencies. The operations of such agencies may well exclude the public
from visiting parts of a place which, when vacated, should be freely accessible to the citizens of
WA - especially the ratepayers of Fremantle, who have subsidised its upkeep for nearly a cen-
tury and a half.
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POETRY PRIZEWINNER

For some time we have been asked to print the poem written by
Judy Bryning which won a joint first prize at the Sail and Anchor
poetry reading evening. Here it is at last!

A Toast to Fremantle - Not Freo

This is a plea for conservation in conversation;
For names that stick like stones, mortar and brick.
For the old names I hanker,

Like Freemasons, not Sail and Anchor.

Another old pufb - the Newcastle Club;
When the America's Cup was fought, what did it win

When it lost its name to Newport?
S0 why not conservation in word as in deed,
Or the name Fremantle could well be Dismantle, indeed!
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The Fremantle Society’s Christmas Feast was a great success - but probably made it
difficult for members to eat ordinary pork and lamb for a while afterwards.

More than eighty guests feasted on succulent spit roast pig and sheep which had been
cooking all day under the skilled care of Jack Kent. There was a minor problem for a
while when the flaming pig threatened to burn down Nick Archibald’s shed, but even-
tually everything turned out superbly.

Special thanks are due to Hulusi and Elizabeth Atahan, who put in a lot of work into

providing delicious Turkish salads, bread and dips - it was an altogether memorable
feast.

Congratulations once again to Shavda Pemberton and the Social Committee for another
very successful function.

Members, don’t miss the 1990 feast!

=
The Fremantle Society is grateful to the fnlluwmg Fremantle

l:rusmesses fl}l‘ the:r dunatmns to the Suc:ety’s Chnstmas Feast.

~

Mr & Mrs S. Torreli
| Target 3
Myer
Miss Maud {
Duwn to Earth Bmkﬂhﬂp
MacDonalds

Forthcoming Social Events for 1990:

Sunday, February 18th: Champagne Breakfast at Miss
Maud's

Friday, June 16th: Mulled Wine Supper Evening at the
Maritime Museum with a guest

speaker,

Wednesday, Sept. 26th:  Pub Dinner and poetry reading at
the Sail and Anchor.

December: Christmas Feast
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The Fremantle Society’s Social Committee is pleased to announce a:
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-CHAMFAGNE BREAKFAST ON THE TERRACE
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Sunday 18th February 1990
9.30 am to Midday

with an address by:

The Hon. David parker, M.L.A.
Deputy Premier of Western Australia

“Fremantle in the Year 2000’

and
a performance of folk songs and light classical music
by the Suzuki String School of young violinists

Cost:  $15 50 per head
Venue: Miss Maud's Restaurant (upstairs)
33 South terrace Fremantle

This special function is a fund raising event for the Fremantle Society. Don’t miss out book
now for what promises to be a lively and enjoyable Sunday morning and an opportunity to
meet the Hon David Parker and to ask questions. The Society Patron, Sir Paul Hasluck, the
President, and Committee members will also be attending,

Return the slip below with a cheque made payable to the Fremantle Society, ¢/- Shavda
Pemberton, 49 Solomon Street, Fremantle 6160 or phone bookings on 3358788 before 10th
February

 EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEENENEEESEEENEREREEEREEEEENEEEERERENENEREENRNHNNESH-ER

NAME TELEPHONE NUMBER

No. of Guests Total Cost

Cheque attached ( )



