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|| Membership

The Fremantle Society operates solely on membership subscriptions and fundraising events
held from time to time. Your membership dues pay for the printing and distribution of our
newsletter, flyers and our "fighting funds”.

The Fremantle Society membership year is from November Ist in any year to October 31st
of the following year.

New members joining in the 3 months prior to November Ist in any year are granted
membership to October 31st of the following year.

If you have not renewed your membership, please forward your payment to the
Membership Secretary, Fremantle Society Inc., P.O. Box 828, Fremantle, WA.

H Executive Committee for 1994 |!

Ralph Hoare President 7 Russell Street FREMANTLE 430 6822
Ron Davidson  Vice President 24 Fothergill Street FREMANTLE 430 6096
Paddy Pemberton Treasurer 49 Solomon Street FREMANTLE 335 8788
Michael Lees Secretary 79 Solomon Street  FREMANTLE 335 9858
Alessio Capelli  Committee 62 The Promenade MT PLEASANT 316 3869
Bryn Davis Committee 37 Hulbert Street STH FREMANTLE 335 1758
John Dowson Commitlee 12 Mouat Street FREMANTLE 3352113
Adele Gaskin Committee 28 Finnerty Street FREMANTLE 336 2130
Patrick Howard Committee 61 Tuckfield Street FREMANTLE 336 1309
Natalie Hug Commitiee 13 Solomon Street FREMANTLE 335 6980
Chris Jeffery Committee 1 Mc Cleery Street BEACONSFIELD 430 4613
Trevor Knowles Committee 72 Hampton Road FREMANTLE 335 1648
Anne Rimes Committee 25 Herbert Street NTH FREMANTLE 336 1081
John Wearne Committee 71 Ellen Street FREMANTLE 335 8548
L Sub Committee Conveners 1994

Ralph Hoare Interiors Project 7 Russell Street FREMANTLE 430 6822
Ron Davidson  Fremantle Prison 24 Fothergill Street FREMANTLE 430 6096
Paddy Pemberton Finance 49 Solomon Street FREMANTLE 335 8788
Alessio Capelli  Society 2000 62 The Promenade MT PLEASANT 316 3869
John Dowson Heritage 12 Mouat Street FREMANTLE 335 2113
Adele Gaskin Social 28 Finnerty Street FREMANTLE 336 2130
Natalie Hug Publications 13 Solomon Street FREMANTLE 335 6980
Trevor Knowles Planning 72 Hampton Road FREMANTLE 335 1648
John Wearne Archives 71 Ellen Street FREMANTLE 335 8548
Mark Howard  Membership 23 Suffolk Street FREMANTLE 335 8548
Alice Smith Oral History 17 Murray Road  PALMYRA 339 4486
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Thankyou to the Past President \

In the latter half of 1993, Les Lauder advised the Executive Committee that he would not
be seeking re-election as President in 1994, Les is the founding president and has been the
power behind the Society for most of the time since the Society was established. The
out-going Committee for 1993 wishes to acknowledge the enormous contribution that Les
has made to the work of the Society and hopes that he will continue to provide inspiration
for the Society's efforts. The in-coming Committee for 1994 thanks Les for all he achieved
while he was the President and formally recognises his service not only to the Society but
also to the Fremantle community. The Society wishes Les every success in the coming
years.

Ralph Hoare
President

H New President “

At the Annual General Meeting of the Fremantle Society on Friday, November 19, 1993,
Ralph Hoare was elected as the new President. Ralph has been an active member of the
Society for many years, first joining the Society in 1978. He was the Vice President in
1979 and 1981 and has been a Committee Member from 1978 to 1982 and again from 1992
to the present. Ralph was also a member of the Planning Sub-Committee from 1978 to 1982
and was the Convener of the Photographic Survey of Fremantle Buildings from 1978 to
1982 when all of the houses west of the proposed Eastern Bypass were photographed. In
1993 Ralph was the Convener of the Interiors Project which has successfully recorded the
interiors of many of the buildings in the West End. In his private life Ralph is the principal
of his own architectural practice in Fremantle.

Natahe Hug
Convener, Publications Sub Committee

‘ Fremantle Heritage Day 1994 H

Sunday April 24, 1994 will be the inaugural Fremantle Heritage Day. Activities on the day
will be Fremantle's contribution to the celebrations of the National Trust Heritage Week.
The Fremantle Society was invited onto the organising committee and to participate in the
events. The theme of the Fremantle Heritage Day is to "Step inside Fremantle's Heritage".
The organising committee has the task to arrange the opening of a number of private and
public historic buildings to which it is generally difficult for the public to gain access.

To facilitate the opening of the selected buildings the organising committee is secking
volunteers to act as guides on the day. It 1s proposed that public buildings will be open from
llam - Ipm and private houses from 2pm - 4pm. If you would like to help please contact
your Society representative on the committee, Ralph Hoare on 430 6822 or Agnieshka
Kiera at the City of Fremantle on 430 2246. Your support for this event is required if it is
to be a success.
Ralph Hoare
President
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| Submission on the

Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy
by the
The Fremantle Society Inc..
February 1994

SUMMARY

The Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy seriously addresses many of the significant planning
issues involving the Fremantle area. The taskforce should be commended for their
thoroughness. However, the Strategy is largely based on previous studies, many of which
were completed with minimal or no community involvement. Although the taskforce did
consult with the community directly, it appears that the communities messages often went
unheard.

The most significant deficit of the Strategy is that it almost totally overlooks that which
makes the Fremantle such a truly unique area - its heritage. To omit heritage from an
analysis of planning when the issues are so often interrelated cannot be accepted.

The Eastern Bypass should be started without delay with funding from either or both of the
State and the Federal Governments. Careful consultative planning is necessary before any
actual construction commences to resolve the many sensitive local issues that building the
road will bring. Non motorized traffic is important issue in Fremantle which was totally
overlooked.

The Society supports the use of Gate 3 as the main entrance to Victoria Quay for trucks.
However, the Society strongly disagrees with the Strategy's proposal for a new truck loop
at the northern gateway to the city. The Society feels that the existing routes to Gate 3, with
only minor road improvements, is all that is required.

Public access to Victoria Quay is tremendously important. The reasons put forward to the
taskforce by the Australian Customs Service with regard to access are unsubstantiated. The
reasonable solution to prevent damage to imported motor vehicles is to employ security
personnel on each occasion when they are needed, or at worst fence in the cars, rather than
fence out the public.

The Fremantle Society maintains its strong opposition to the storage of petroleum around
the port that is not directly port related. Risks caused by petroleum storage is recognized to
be potentially disastrous. The failure of the draft Strategy to recognise these risks and their
attempt to assume that they are only "perceived” and not real is clearly out of step with the
Port Authority and the local community. The Society strongly feels that the historically
close integration of the port, light industry and residential land use should be restored, and
that this is best accomplished by removing the tanks.

The taskforce and Government must listen carefully to the community response to the draft
Strategy and incorporate it into the final Strategy. Only by doing so will it have the
community support necessary for it to become an authoritative document that will facilitate
appropriate development of Fremantle into the twenty first century.
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The Fremantle Regional Strategy should specify what general planning principles were used
to make their decisions. Obviously the decisions taken by the Taskforce were based on the
collective principles of its members. Unfortunately we do not know what they are.
Although some may argue that it was not in their terms of reference to come up with a
"vision" for Fremantle, they could not have made their decisions without one. Indeed the
members of the Taskforce were chosen specifically because of their vision and their ability
to come up with a general set of planning principles.

It is as important for the Fremantle Regional Strategy to arrive at a set of planning
principles, as it is for them to make detailed recommendations. If a detailed set of planning
principles were formally written by the Taskforce, then we feel that some of their
conclusions and recommendations would be quite different from those in the draft Strategy.

In particular, heritage issues were generally overlooked in the draft Strategy. Considering
that it 1s our cultural and physical heritage in Fremantle that largely defines what our city
is, then heritage must form the basis against which all decisions involving the development
of Fremantle are taken.

ROAD TRANSPORT ISSUES
The Eastern Bypass

The Strategy's proposals for the Eastern Bypass are reasonable, but there is a real chance
that the Bypass will never get built, and the community will be stuck with the current
untenable situation. Furthermore, the Bypass will improve access to the port. Federal
funding is available for allocation by the State Government and the Bypass should be started
without delay.

Traffic calming of supposedly non arterial roads like Hampton Road is imperative and must
be funded simultaneously with the Bypass.

Clontaff Hill is important as on of the last remaining remnants of the coastal limestone
ridge in Fremantle and is an historic landmark, formerly known as Hamilton Hill. The
Society therefore recommends all options that preserve the hill be fully investigated.

Stirling Highway/Curtin Avenue/Port Beach Road

The society seriously doubts whether there 1s any need to increase the north south carrying
capacity through North Fremantle in the foreseeable future. However if in the distant future
such a need were to arise, then we tentatively support the Strategy's proposal to keep
Stirling Highway limited to four lanes and to widen Port Beach Road.

The south end of Port Beach Road leading to Rous Head needs to be straightened, but not
as much as the Strategy has proposed. By making the road more curvilinear, the sand dunes
and the beach could be better preserved.



Canning Highway

We agree with the logic of gazetting a main road reservation, but only along the existing
alignment and only if the road reserve is not widened and the historic buildings along both
sides of the road are not threatened. With appropriate development of public transport, this
road widening should not be needed, even in the distant future.

Mon-Motorized Traffic

The Terms of Reference specify that non-motorized traffic must be dealt with by the
Taskforce. Unfortunately, it is virtually ignored. An important factor that attracts many
people to Fremantle is that it is relatively "compact” and that it is therefore practical to use
cycling and walking as an important method of personal transportation. Fremantle residents
use bicycles and walk despite the small amount of transport money spent on walkways and
cycleways.

Unfortunately there are virtually no examples of single purpose cycleways, and heavy use
by pedestrians on "dual use" paths often forces cyclists back onto the roads. Cycle paths on
busy roads such as Marmion Street are also only occasionally used because the cycle path is
not raised or separated from the vehicle path. Planning and funding of cycleways must be
done at a regional level and must form part of the Regional Strategy.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT ISSUES

The draft Strategy doesn't go far enough in this area. Fremantle has good regional public
transport to Central Perth but there is growing demand for vastly improved regional public
transport to the East (Murdoch Uni and Booragoon) and to the South and the South/East
(Mandurah and Rockingham).

Options on how to deliver these regional public transport links has been largely ignored, as
have the types of transport options (light rail, heavy rail and buses).

The Society applauds the proposed development of a ferry service from Victoria Quay. The

existing facility at Rous Head is poorly located and is almost inaccessible unless users arrive
by private vehicles.

PORT PLANNING ISSUES

Freight Rail Access to North Wharf

The Society supports the "direct loop" option, however it is essential and possible for the
alignment to avoid the historic Railway Hotel. The sub option that shows the "direct loop"

on the south side of Tydeman Road appears acceptable.

Landbridging, the transportation of shipping containers across Australia, as a concept
cannot be supported for social, economic or heritage reasons.



Freight Truck Access to Victoria Quay

The Society supports the use of Gate 3 as the main entrance to Victoria Quay for trucks.
However, the Society strongly disagrees with the draft Strategy's proposal for a new truck
loop at the northern gateway to the city. The cityscape and streetscape at the entry to the
city is too important to be destroyed by a such a proposal. The Society feels that one of the
existing routes to Gate 3 with only minor road improvements is all that is required.

Currently trucks leaving Gate 3 use either James Street or drive up East Street until they
reach Canning Highway. They appear to have no problems navigating the corner of East
Street and Riverside Road, nor the corner of James Street and Beach Street. None of the
options investigated by the draft Strategy seem desirable. Table 3 clearly shows the
differences between the proposed options but does not include the present solution as an
option.

Victoria Quay

Public access to all of Victoria Quay 1s tremendously important. Furthermore, Victoria
Quay is a continuation of the Swan River foreshore and as such is often used by pedestrians
and cyclists as they come and go from Fremantle. The reasons put forward to the taskforce
by the Australlan Customs Service with regard to access and contraband are
unsubstantiated. The reasonable solution to prevent damage to imported motor vehicles is to
employ security personnel on each occasion when they are needed, or at worst fence in the
cars, rather than fence out the public. The reasonable solution to control contraband is to
have adequate security patrols and surveillance.

FUTURE LAND USE ISSUES
The Anchorage Site

We support the proposed development of the Anchorage site, but think that the foreshore
reserve as proposed 1s madequate and the existing remnant historic road pattern of Swan
Street must be retained.

Petroleum Industry Storage/Distribution

The Fremantle Society maintains its strong opposition to the storage of petroleum in around
the port that is not directly port related. Therefore, as tanks become obsolete they should be
relocated, and not rebuilt on or near the same site. Risks caused by petroleum storage is
recognized to be potentially disastrous in the Risk Assessment Study by the Fremantle Port
Authority. The failure of the draft Strategy to recognise these risks and their attempt to
assume that they are only "perceived" and not real is clearly out of step with the Port
Authority and the local community.

By allowing the tanks to remain without a specific "sunset" clause, necessitates retention of
a long term buffer zone (Landcorp land, formerly the North Fremantle Marshalling Yards
and before that residential housing). This in turn removes the medium term opportunity for
the return-of the land to its historic residential use.



Petroleum Industry Storage/Distribution (cont.)

The area that is now used for petroleum storage was an important residential precinct in its
own right until WW?2. Because the risk contours of the port without the tanks are minimal
the Society strongly feels that the historically close integration of the port, light industry
and housing should be restored and this can only be accomplished if the tanks are removed.

Leighton Peninsula Park

This park should be considered a regional park, considering its vital link in the Swan River
foreshore park system. Cypress Hill should be included in the park both for its natural
landscape value as well as its historical significance. Specific recommendations for funding,
including State Government involvement, with an appropriate time frame are necessary.

00o

The submission on the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy was prepared by the
following: Ralph Hoare, Trevor Knowles, Bryn Davis, Ron Davidson, John Dowson
and Michael Lees.

PHOTO : Remnant house in Bayly Street, North Fremantle, south of Tydeman Road
within the boundary of the Port. Photo courtesy Fremantle Herald
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Submission to the

Select Committee on Heritage Laws
by the
The Fremantle Society Inc.
December 1993

GENERAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS HERITAGE MATTERS

It would not be unreasonable to say that The Fremantle Society has been in the vanguard of
heritage considerations and actions for the last 20 years. When the value of heritage was
little known or accepted, the Society struggled to educate community and Government to
the advantages of retention of matters forming our heritage.

In 1994 we continue to press the heritage message and to carry out an active role in the
understanding and education for the retention of our heritage for the benefit of our current
society and for future generations.

The Society is generally supportive of the current Heritage Act but recognises that there are
several matters that need addressing, to make the legislation easier to use and more effective
in meeting its objectives of the preservation of the cultural heritage of Western Australia.
The Society welcomes the opportunity to participate and should be regarded as supportive
of mitiatives to make the legislation more effective.

SUMMARY OF ISSUES RELATIVE TO THE MATTER
The Society submits comment on the following:

Use of common language and objectives.

Education on the value of Heritage.

Listing criteria.

Political influence.

Easy and effective listing processes.

Incentives to encourage Listing and Agreements.

Synergy between the Heritage Act and Local Government.
Penalties.

Use of common language and objectives.

Generally it is our concern that the current Heritage Act is written in old style legalistic
language making many sections hard to read let alone understand. We also feel that the
processes in many cases are complicated and detract from easy of use which discourages
action to undertake Heritage Agreements for example. Section 29 for example has 16
subsections and covers 8 pages. However it is our understanding that the current practice in
new legislation is to use common English.

It is further recommended that the new Act contain a comprehensive set of objectives which
are expected to be achieved through the legislation. Clearly stated objectives assist in
understanding the provisions of the Act, they help to avoid disputes and aid in the
interpretation of sections of the Act.
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Education on the value of Heritage.

It 1s recommended that provision be made in the Act to provide for the undertaking of
measures (0 promote education on heritage matters. The Fremantle Society is of the view
that the general public has the opinion that "listing" is detrimental and incurs penalties to
owners, particularly private owners. We further suggest that the sufficient education funds
be included in future Budgets. These funds could be channelled through statutory bodies
such as the National Trust and Municipalities.

Education will be hastened by the expansion of heritage places being available to the public
which is a further role for the National Trust. Financial support of the National Trust needs
to be addressed by the Government.

Listing Criteria

The criteria to be based on the criteria in terms of the Burra Charter and clearly enunciated
in the Act as has been achieved in some of the new legislation in other States of Australia.
The fulfilment of one criteria being all that is required to commence the listing process. No
listing should be excluded on the grounds alone that similar listings already exist in the
Register.

The use of the word place should not be limited to buildings or structures but also spaces,
areas of significance whether man created or occurring naturally. Provision should also be
made in the Act to cover objects such as machinery which may or may not be in a place of
Heritage.

We have examined other Heritage Acts and suggest that wording similar to that of the
Queensland legislation is suitable to define the criteria for listing :

(1) the place is important in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of the State's
history,

(i1) the place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of the State's
cultural heritage,

(111) the place has potential to yield information that will contribute to an
understanding of the State's history,

(iv) the place in important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a
particular class of cultural places,

(v) the place is important in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by
the community,

(vi) the place is important in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period in time,

(vii) the place has a strong or special association with a particular community or
cultural group for historic, social, cultural or spiritual reasons,

(viiil) the place has a special association with the life of a person, a group, or

organisation of importance to the culture and history of the State.



