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Your Committee has agreed to support i inciple the
aims of the group that has mounted the "Save our Suburban
Rallways" campaign. It is the unanimous opinion of your
Commuittee that until such time as a satisfactory, long-term
transport plan has been worked out for the whole of the
Metropolitan area, it is not possible to make rational decisions
concerning the future of the Suburban railways, and that in
the interim the railways should not be dismantled on narrowly
conceived "“economic’ grounds.

We reprint the 5.0.5. protest letter and urge members to
suppart this cause.
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LITHOGRAPH
OFFER

Timothy Hare has very generausly made available to the
Fremantle Society a limited edition {with 25 for sale) of signed
Lithographs of the Princess May building.

These are availlable for only 525 lunframed), and will
undoubtedly become valuable collectors items.

It the Princess May edition is a success a series on other
notable bunldings wll follow.

The lithographs are available strictly on a first
come-firsi-served  basis

Hlease apply 0 writing, enclosing a cheque for 525
made out to the Fremantle Society, to the Secretary,
Fremantle Society, P.O. Box 82, North Fremantle, 6158,

Enquiries to Ruth Wight-Pickin — 35 58286.

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

1974

Maore than 120 members attended the Annual General
Meeting, held at the Boys' School (P.I.F.T.), Adelaide Street,
Fremantle, on November 27th, 1974, Our Patron, Sir Paul
Hasluck, attended and was welcomed by Chairman John Mills.

The Treasurer, Howard Shepherd, presented his report
and balance sheet (available to any member on request), which
was accepted by the meeting,

An important item of business was the election of the
1974-75 Committee. The following members, being
unopposed, were elected without a vote to fill the eighteen
vaCancres:

Les Lauder (President)
Howard Shepherd (Treasurer)
Ruth Wight-Pickin (Secretary)

Bill Anthony

Darothy Brooks

Susan Croudace

Ron Hahn

Gerry MacGill

Keir Matheson

Helen Mills {Elected Vice President by
Committee.)

Olive Petherick

Roger H. Pooley

Marie Scott

Helen Tarry

MNeville Teede

lan Tucker

Andrew White

Veronica White

The President of the Society, Les Lauder, read his report
[ |-’5_3|__tr-_r 3 ), and followming some general discussion the meeting
closed at @ p.m.
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PRESIDENT'’S

FOR 1974

1974 has been a successful year for the Fremantle
Society and for Fremantle. We have not, of course, bean able
to achieve all we would have wished; however, significant
advances have been made.

The re-zoning of North Fremantle and its restoration
as a place to live is much closer. An important side effect
of this is the current debate on residential revival in other
old parts of Fremantle.

The proposed high-rise office block in Queen Street
has not proceeded and it appears that a building of
suitable scale for King’s Square will ultimately be built.

Three Classified buildings came under threat in 1974,
These were the Victoria Hall, the Fire Station and the Orient
Hotel; however, all now seem safe. Thanks are due to the
Builder’s Labourer's Federation for their support and for
their progressive attitude to environmental matters.

The Society gave support in 1974 to the apparently
successful moves to save the Palace and Peninsula Hotels.

The establishment of the Perth Institute of Film and
Television in the restored Boy's School and the progress
towards converting the Princess May School into the
Community Education Centre have been important
developments during the year.

The Australian Government has moved to carry out the
major recommendation on the National Estate report by
appointing a committee to establish an Australian Heritage
Commission and to give advice on the allocation of funds.

My appointment to represent W.A, on this committee is, |
feel, recognition of the work being done by members of the
Fremantle Society and the people of Fremantle in the
conservation of our special environment.

Probably the most important development in the long
term has been the completion of the Maunsell Report on
Fremantle. This report, for the National Estate, calls for the
establishment of so many of the proposal the Society made in its
“Ideas for a City"’ publication.

Many of the recommendations are highly controversial
and there will be major problems in having them adopted by
the Fremantle City Council.

REPORT

Membership of the Society grew in 1974 from 800 o
1100 and a variety of activities were undertaken. One of great
importance was the joint classification survey with the National
Trust. The very successful exhibition of Michal Lewi's
photographs, called "' The Buildings of Fremantle”, illustrated
many of those in the survey.

1975 presents a challenge to the Society. Particular issues
ang:

Housing: There is a real need to have more people living

in Fremantle. If the city is to survive then its population

needs to be restored to at least its old level,

Planning: Much effort will be required to have the

recommendations of the Maunsell Report adopted. A full

scale review of road and freeway plans in the region is

necessary.

The matter of growth of the Fremantle Hospital as against

the development of new regional hospitals is also very

important.

Beautification: A detailed landscaping and tree planting

plan is long overdue,

Council Elections: These will be vital in 1975, As this is the

year when the major decisions affecting Fremantle’s

future will be made. If those hostile to the conservation

of Fremantle's special character win this coming election it

will be extremely difficult to effect any aims of the Society.

The cutgoing committee deserves the thanks of all members
for their efforts during the year. Many other members have been
involved in sub-committees and other work for the Society and
| hope this develops further during 1975. Special thanks are due
to Helen Mills anc Ruth Wight-Pickin for their tireless efforts.

| would like 1. ank the Society for my re-election and
look forward to working with the new committee in 1975.

1975 may well be the turning point in Fremantle’s
development.

Las Lauder, Prasident.
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Fremantle ...

Contempaorary descriptions of any place are a valuable and
interesting guide to its development, but they must be read with
some care if they are to be any more than a sop to curiosity. Eye-
witness reports of the Swan River Colony in its early days, and
Fremantle in particular, are in many cases so heavily biased by the
views of the writers that we can read in them the worries and
frustrations of the time, as well as sharing their descriptions of the
physical aspects of Perth and Fremantle.

Contradictions over the fertility of the apparently arid
and infertile Fremante soil were undoubtedly the outcome of
differing experiences which may have had nothing to do at all in the
raising of vegetables, Optimism about the future of the colony
related to a heavy financial investment in its commercial success,
may well have prompted Captain F.C. Irvin to publish his flowing
‘puff’ about the state of the colony, in 1835, but it is the
occasional, apparently unsolicited accounts that are the most
convincing, and the most difficult to find.

The selection of contemporary reports which will follow over
the next few months gives some idea of the gradually increasing
importance of Fremantle as the colony slowly developed, languished,
and developed once more during the first twenty-five or so yvears
of its existence.

FROM THE PERTH GAZETTE. 5/9/35 REPOR TING AN
ARTICLE IN THE “CALCUTTA COURIER’ 14 MAY IS5 TITLED
‘FOUR YEARS REPORT ON THE COLONY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA"

- - . their first object on landing was to get under shelter. Their
domiciles were of course at first, of a wretched description. Some had
single tents, others huts of green wood previous to every shower, while
many others had no other covering night or day than the wide canopy
of heaven. Afterwz 4s when the setders got an their own grants of
land, their homes improved by successive graduations, from the
wooden house they had imported or made in the colony, to that of
a wattle and daub, and finally to the more durable structure of brick
orstone ..."

COLONIAL TIMES (HOBART) 29 MA'Y, 1829,

'Swan River. Much anxiety prevails in London with respect
to the fate of the above intended new Settlement on the coast of New
Holland, both French and English colonising expeditions having
sailed for that place . ..’

"... There seems to be a great emulation in England to
obtain grante there, from the fineness of the climate, and the great
extent of the fine river which is supposed to meander through the
country two or three thousand miles .. ."

T.B. WILSON, M.D. SURGEON R.N., ‘NARRATIVE OF
A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD . . . * (LONDON, 1835,
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16th, 1829,

" ... The appearance of the coast, as we sailed along, was
different from what we had lately been accustomed to, being
either destitute of trees, or very slenderly clothed by patches of
stunted growth. Viewed from where we were, it presented the
aspect of sheep-downs, backed by elevated land, named the
“Darling Range", which extends parallel to, and about twenty
miles distant from, the coast.

.+« through
the years

‘We were astonished that we could not yet perceive the
mouth of the mighty river, although we were only two or three
miles from the ships, which we imagined were anchored
somewhere near it. The telescope was in much requisition, yet
even aided by that useful instrument, the sharpest eve could
not satisfactorily make it out, the line of the coast appearing
unbroken.

‘It surprised us that Vlaming could have seen it from
Rottenest, at the distance, according to his account, of
thirty miles: we noticed at anchor three ships and one brig (which
looked like The Thompson) and in short we perceived a dismasted
vessel, which we supposed might be the temporary abode of the
Governor and other public officers.”

(Sunday October 18th): ‘At 10.45 a.m. we entered the
mouth of the river, and had soundings — only half a fathom on the
bar; this was considerably lower than we had anticipated, and
mast likely to afford a convenient egress or ingress, even for
moderately [aden boats. After having passed the bar, we observed
several tents pitched in a low sandy neck of land, which we
understood was the site of Fremantle . . . We proceeded up the
river . . . Passing the military cantonment, situated on the left
bank, about a mile from © remantle, we noticed several
straggling huts, apparently belonging to sawyers and boat-builders.
On the right bank, on a picturesque projection of land, we saw
a tent belonging to Captain Curry, R.N., the harbour-master.’

17 AUGUST, 1829, LIEUT. GOVERNOR STIRLING TO

SIR EDWARD BARNES,

... Itis at present impossible to foresee the fate of the
colony now commenced on this coast, but | am warranted by
circumstances in stating that its success is highly probably —
whenever our experience of the Country shall enable me to
speak with greater certainty . . .
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» PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

More than three hundred people attended the opening of
the photographic exhibition, " The Buildings of Fremantle”, at
the Fremantle Arts Centre on November 12th.

Michal Lewi's superb photographs were displayed in the
main exhibition room and hallway. Thanks go to lan Templeman
and Clive Newman for organising the display to show the clarity
and charm of each photograph at its best.

The opening address, given by the Fremantle Society’s
patron, Sir Paul Hasluck, was an inspiration to all present. He
emphasised the historic importance of Fremantle and praised the
Fremantle Society and Fremantie Council for their efforts
In preserving and restoring the City. Sir Paul suggested that the
“ldeas for a City"™ could be fully implemented. He also called
for Fremantle to take a special part in the sesquicentenary (150th)
anniversary célebrations of Western Australia.
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Guests were provided with an abundance of Hardy's
champagne and mouth-watening thick turkey sandwiches for
SUPPer

Entrance tickets were numbered and a winning numbe:
drawn which entitled the holder to choose one of the photographs
The winner was Mrs McCutcheon, of the Terrace Arcade Bookshop,

whao chose a photograph of Phillimore Street.
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From the Sub-Committees:

ACTION ™

PLANNING

The Planning sub-committee is investigating a number of
issues falling within its brief, which covers such matters as
roads, City development and re-development, and forward
planning of amenities such as parks and hospitals. Progress reports
on issues in hand will be published from time-to-time. Meanwhile
if you wish to bring something to the attention of this
sub-committee, or would like to become involved in it's activities,
call lan Tucker, 81 6606.

HOUSING

Under Convener Bill Anthony the Housing sub-committee
maintains a list of dwellings for sale that might appeal to
restroation-minded Society members. (Ann Woollett has details,
35 7451.)

The sub-committee concerns itself with all matters rel ating
to housing development, purchase and restoration. A current
project is an investigation into the problems of financing the
purchase of old dwellings. Anvone interested call Bill on 66 7611,
Ext.: 33

ACTIVITIES

Activities, under convener Susan Croudace, organised the
Society's second, again-successful, Annual Fete. Things to look
forward to include more house visits, a guided walking tour of
Fremantle's buildings, and a new concept in social gatherings

a Warehouse Dance. Susan would like to have your ideas and
assistance, phone 31 4576,

Helen Mills’ Action sub-committee is the Society's militant
wing. They handle deputations, petitions, demonstrations,
campaigns, publicity — that sort of thing. At a time when hostility
towards the ideals of the Society is not enly dying hard but
stiffening among certain development-minded Councill ors, the
activities of the Action group are of crucial importance.

Action-minded should call — 39 4892,

HISTORICAL
RESEARCH

Those fascinating stories and bits of information about old
Fremantle that have added so much interest to this and previous
MNewsletters were gathered by the Historical Research sub-
committee, this year taken over by Marie Scott. The group has an
important function in helping us to plan a future that respects
that past and incorporates its better features. They are currently
involved in library research and the interviewing of citizens whose
memories can add life to dry facts.

If you have memories, papers, photographs or an interest in
history, contact Marie Scott on 32 4867.

Once upon a time...

_ “You could sit on the sand at South Beach and watch a
picture show. Payment was by silver collection.”

"You could pay 6d and pick a bucket-full of mulberries at
the gardens near the Grosvenor Hospital.”

“Parties went by launch to the sales in Perth. Shoppers left
Fremantle at 6 a.m., breakfasted on board, and on the return
trip compared bargains over a picnic lunch.”
“Granny made not only her own bread, butter and sausages,
but also her soap, starch (from potatoes) and jelly (from seaweed)
(From Historical Research
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Fremantle ...

Contemporary descriptions of any place are a valuahle and
interesting guide to its development, but they must be read with
some care if they are to be any more than a sop to curiosity. Eye-
witness reports of the Swan River Colony in its early days, and
Fremantle in particular, are in many cases so heavily biased by the
views of the writers that we can read in them the worries and
frustrations of the time, as well as sharing their descriptions of the
physical aspects of Perth and Fremantle.

Contradictions over the fertility of the apparently arid
and infertile Fremante soil were undoubtedly the outcome of
differing experiences which may have had nothing to do at all in the
raising of vegetables. Optimism about the future of the colony
related to a heavy financial investment in its commercial SUCCEss,
may well have prompted Captain F.C. Irvin to publish his flowing
‘puff’ about the state of the colony, in 1835, but it is the
occasional, apparently unsolicited accounts that are the most
convincing, and the most difficult to find.

The selection of contemporary reports which will follow over
the next few months gives some idea of the gradually increasing
importance of Fremantle as the colony slowly developed, languished,
and developed once more during the first twenty-five or so years
of its existence,

FROM THE PERTH GAZETTE, 5/9/35 REPOR TiING AN
ARTICLE IN THE 'CALCUTTA COURIER’ 14 MAY *35 TITLED
'FOUR YEARS REPORT ON THE COLONY OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA",

“. .. their first object on landing was to get under shelter. Their
domiciles were of course at first, of a wretched description. Some had
single tents, others huts of green wood previous to every shower, while
many others had no other covering night or day than the wide canopy
of heaven. Afterwa ds when the settlers got on their own grants of
land, their homes improved by successive graduations, from the
wooden house they had imported or made in the colony, to that of
a wattle and daub, and finally to the more durable structure of brick
or stone . .. "

COLONIAL TIMES (HOBART) 29 MAY, 1829,

‘Swan River. Much anxiety prevails in Londen with respect
to the fate of the above intended new Settement on the coast of New
Holland, both French and English colonising expeditions having
sailed for that place, ., .’
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"+ .. There seemns to be a great emulation in England to
obtain grants there, from the fineness of the climate, and the grea
extent of the fine river which is supposed to meander through the
country two or three thousand miles ...’

T.B. WILSON, M.D. SURGEON R.N., ‘'NARRATIVE OF
A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD . . . " (LONDON, 1835),
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16th, 1829,

‘. «. The appearance of the coast, as we sailed along, was
differemt from what we had lately been accustomed to, being
either destitute of trees, or very slenderly clothed by patches of
stunted growth. Viewed from where we were, it presented the
aspect of sheep-downs, backed by elevated land, named the
“Darling Range"”, which extends parallel to, and about twenty
miles distant from, the coast.

.« through
the years

"‘We were astonished that we could not yet perceive the
mouth of the mighty river, although we were only two or three
miles from the ships, which we imagined were anchored
somewhere near it. The telescope was in much requisition, yet
even aided by that useful instrument, the sharpest eye could
not satisfactorily make it out, the line of the coast appearing
unbroken.

‘It surprised us that Vlaming could have seen it from
Rottenest, at the distance, according to his account, of
thirty miles: we noticed at anchor three ships and one brig (which
looked like The Thompson) and in short we perceived a dismasted
vessel, which we supposed might be the temporary abode of the
Governor and other public officers.’

(Sunday October 18th): ‘At 10.45 a.m. we entered the
mouth of the river, and had soundings — only half a fathom on the
bar; this was considerably lower than we had anticipated, and
most likely to afford a convenient egress or ingress, even for
moderately laden boats. After having passed the bar, we abserved
several tents pitched in a low sandy neck ofland, which we
understood was the site of Fremantle . . . We proceeded up the
river . . . Passing the military cantonment, situated on the left
bank, about a mile from r remantle, we noticed several
straggling huts, apparently belonging to sawyers and boat-builders,
On the right bank, on a picturesque projection of land, we saw
a tent belonging to Captain Curry, R.N., the harbour-master.’

17AUGUST, 1829, LIEUT. GOVERNOR STIRLING TO
. SIR EDWARD BARNES.

‘... Itis at present impossible to foresee the fate of the
colony now commenced on this coast, but | am warranted by
circumstances in stating that its success is highly probably —
whenever our experience of the Country shall enable me to
speak with greater certainty ... "
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NATIONAL

The Ministers in charge of the National Estate programme,

Ar Uren and Dr. Cass, recently announced a number of grants
or projects in the Fremantle area. These are:

= L]

-

$35 000 to assist with the restoration of the Round House.

$25,000 to assist with restoration of the Fremante
Markets.

$15,000 to assist with restoration of stonewall and
landscaping around the Boys School and Princess May.
$12.000 for a detailed study of the Fremantle Gaol to
propose a plan for its future use.

£10,000 for the completion and publication of the
Fremantle Conservation Study carried out by Maunsell
and partners.

£ 4,500 to assist with a study of Fremantle's old
residential areas.

$ 3,000 for a detailed study of the Evan Davies Library
building to determine its suitability for conversion as a
theatre for the Harbour Theatre Company.

$ 2,500 to assist the Fremantle City Council as part of
its contribution to preserving the Fire Station.

ESTATE
GRANTS

The above projects are for the Fremantle City Council.
Others are:

$25,000 to the Community Education Centre to assist
with restoration of Princess May School.

$15,000 to the National Trust and Presbhyterian Church
to assist with restoration of Scot's Church.

$ 3,000 to the National Trust to assist Mr and Mrs Woollett
with restoration of 26-28 Norfolk Street.

$ 1,000 has been made available to the Fremantle Society
to assist the Historical Research Committee with its projects.

The Town of Cockburn immediately to the south of
Fremantle has received $10,000 for a study of National Estate
elements in that municipality.

A total of $912,000 has been made available for projects
in W.A. to be spent by June. Fremante, York and Greenough
have received major grants, highlighting the importance of
those places to the National Estate.
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