| THE
FREMANTLE
| SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Vol. 1 No. 3 JUNE/JULY, 1973

++++++ GENERAL MEETING ++++++

JOHN CURTIN SCHOOL HALL
Wednesday 25th July, 1973 8 p.m.

Speaker: Miss Margaret Feilman
President's Report

<% S ORPPOT. wes

AMPLE PARKING AVAILABLE IN SCHOOL CAR PARKS OFF
EAST AND ELLEN STREETS

ELECTION SUCCESS
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At the Fremantle Council Election on 26th May Les Lauder,
the Society's President was successful, polling 526 votes
to C. Rule 323, The record poll of over 70% of the resi-

dents demonstrated their concern for their area and support
of the Society's aims.

As Mr. E. Hardie and Mr. F. Del Rosso were elected
unopposed, the Society now has four of its members on the
Fremantle City Council as Cr. Stack is also a member.
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EAST
New Plan for East Fremantle

The East Fremantle Town Council has had on display its new
plan for East Fremantle. Objections were to close by the
22nd June,

Much concern was expressed articularly from East Fremantle
members about the part of tﬁe new plan allowing for high-
rise development. The Planning Committee of The Fremantle
Society examined the plan and discovered that very high
buildings could be built. It was decided to circulate a
petition commending the major part of the plan but request-
ing rezoning of the affected area to that originally
intended--single residential and group housing.

Just over 900 people were approached and 875 signed and
generally expressed positive and well reasoned opposition
to any more high-rise in East Fremantle.

NORTH . .
Public Meeting in North Ward

The President, Les Lauder, has called a public meeting in
the North Ward at 8 o'clock on Wednesday 18th July in the
old North Fremantle Town Hall.

The purpose is to put forward a programme aimed at the re-
generation of the district. It is of particular interest
to North Ward residents but all members are welcome.

See page 8 for details of
TOUR OF FOUR FREMANTLE HOUSES

LOOK FORWARD TO.......
*% Conducted Tours of Historical Fremantle **

** An Evening of Chamber Music *#



WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING .

Queen Street Development: The developers, the City Build-
ing Society, have sought permission to demolish the old
Trustee Building opposite St. Johns as part of their multi-
storey project. The National Trust has urged the retention
of the building and that further demolition and redevelop-
ment be halted until the completion of the Federal survey
and plan of the city.

The Fremantle City Council under the recommendation of its
Town Planning Committee has advised the developer that it

would not be in the best interests of the city or the de-

velopers to proceed with demolition at this stage.

The National Trust and The Fremantle Society are to co-
operate 1n the reclassification of the historic buildings
of the city.

Town Planning Department of W,A, : A recent questionnaire
to provide information on public attitudes to town planning
was made available at Local Council offices. The Fremantle
Soclety expressed some dissatisfaction at its presentation
and of some of its questions. These comments were appre-
ciated by the Department and, in a letter from its Informa-
tion Officer, Frank Harvey, the Fremantle Society was
thanked for its comments and offer of co-operation,

Tavern: Licensing Court hearing on 30th and 31st July.

If you wish to appear in court to give evidence against

the proposed development on the site bounded by High, Ord
and Stirling Streets, please contact Keith Sinclair 356308.

HAVE YOU NOTICED .

=

The horse trough/drinking fountain, near the Fremantle
railway station. It has already lost its ornamental knobs
and is in a position which does nothing to emphasize its
undoubted charm as Mrs. Joan Brodsgaard points out in a
letter to the Society.

Could it be shifted -- perhaps to the courtyard of the
Fremantle Museum? -- or to the Esplanade?

Can the swans on the railway station be repaired and
protected from further damage?



FREMANTLE'S OLDEST BUILDING

I'm convinced that the best
time to visit the Round House
is on a cold, winter day, with
a grey curtain of rain sweeping
in from the sea, the gulls
piping and wheeling overhead
and the wind laced with the
tang of salt and seaweed.

On such a day the imagination can play tricks .....

The year 1s 1831 and the sea is breaking on the
ragged cliffs of Arthur Head, flinging the spray high,
and the sailing ships at anchor in Bather's Bay toss and
groan at their moorings.

From the new gaol on the cliff top, from the upper
cells and through the narrow, iron-barred windows, can
be seen the tops of the tall masts dipping and swaying,
and the wind carries the echo of a sailor's shout, and
the gulls rise from the wall in a white cloud.

In the lower cells, the men and perhaps also a
woman or two, see nothing. The heavy wooden doors are
bolted, the tiny, barred air-holes high on the walls
admit only a glimmer of light. The rough-hewn capstone
of the walls is strong, yet enmeshes delicate seashells
and exudes a crusting of fine, white salt.

The prisoners are cold and hungry, sullen. The
warm, sweet smell of freshly-baked bread is a tantalis-
ing wraith: beneath the prison the bread is being taken
from the bakehouse, a kiln of smoke-blackened bricks, a
cubby-hole where a man, doubled-up, may enter.

Three times a day, six days a week, each prisoner
receives 3 1lb of bread, nothing more until Sunday, when
he is given, in addition, % 1b of salt meat, or fish and
vinegar, if on good behaviour. The bread is wolfed to
the last crumb, and the waiting begins once more, till
the next % 1b is issued...

Avallable records reveal little of the building's
history, and such as may be gleaned from the Blue Books
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(Statistical Returns of the Colony) make bleak reading.
Yet the Round House 1is unique as Fremantle's and the
State's oldest building. It is described as a dodecagon
(having 12 sides), and was designed by the Civil Engineer
Mr. H.W. Reveley, its construction being carried out by a
contractor named Lewis, who completed the work on January
18th, 1831, at a cost of &£1603/10/0.

The building contains 12 cells of irregular dimensions
measuring approximately 13'3" x 6'3", one of which is lined
with solid planking, where were confined refractory and
dangerous prisoners, but none of the cells was underground.

One of the cells served as the gaoler's quarters, one
as the kitchen, two were privies and one the entrance. The
remaining 7 cells housed 14 permanent prisoners, or 21 in
an emergency. By 1841 an eighth cell had to be brought
into use and the gaol's capacity increased to 16, or 32
(4 per cell) for temporary confinement.

The centre of the building, measuring 37 feet in dia-
meter and containing a well of good water, was used as an
exercise and washing yard for the prisoners, both white
and native, of both sexes. A high, wooden fence divided
yard from east to west, probably for the purpose of segre-
gation.

The gaolers were not military personnel, but civil
employees. When required, a woman was employed to attend
the female prisoners, and this was the only concession
made to the "weaker sex' who were confined in the gaol.

It is recorded that some prisoners put themselves on
to hard labour whether sentenced to it or not, as those at
work received % 1b of salt meat daily in addition to the
1’3 1lbs of bread, the work being listed as "works of im-
provement in the neighbourhood of the gaol".

The Fremantle Whaling Company excavated a tunnel under
the Round House in 1837, connecting High Street with the
jetty at Bather's Bay and so providing direct access to the
town, and facilitating the to-and-fro passage of provisions
and merchandise.

In 1850 the first convicts arrived in the Colony and
were immediately put to work to build themselves a prison,
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the present Department of Corrections. In 1852 Fremantle's
first Police Station was built adjacent to the Round House
which had become totally inadequate to meet the demands of
the growing town, and the facilities at the Convict Estab-
lishment were soon taken advantage of. The old gaol was

then used as a lock-up for the Police Station, but in 1888

it too was transferred to a site nearer to the Establishment,
at what was then the immigration centre in Henderson Street.

The Round House was still in use in 1865 as a transit
lock-up for natives being taken to and from the penal settle-
ment on Rottnest Island, but historical records fail to
reveal any further information as to its use after this
date. On July 15th, 1936, the Round House and the adjacent
land was vested in the Fremantle Port Authority. I under-
stand consideration has been given to the old building's
restoration, but the matter of finance has yet to be
arranged.

Audrey Fowler.
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THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs. Fowler for her excellent
contribution. More articles on Fremantle are needed so that
this series can continue.

Footnote: The State Government has agreed to finance a
survey of the Round House to examine the possibility of
restoration.
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COPIES OF THE PLAN HAVE BEEN

O@OS ACKNOWLEDGED BY :

— The Prime Minister
..__Ol’-\ O OICQ ~, Department of Urban Development
Dept. of Environmental Protection
e W.A. Tourist Development Authority
e r6| | |Oﬁb|6 Battye Library

Town Planning Department of W.A,
North Adelaide Society

and The Paddington Society from whose News Bulletin comes

3 = This fine effort by planner, architect and geographer members

the fD 1 1'3Wll'lg extract of the Fremantle Society outlines in words, maps and photographs
the case for the appreciation and comservation of a most historic
and pleasing urban environment. The important buildings and
areas of the old port are defined and well considered suggestions
made for all of the important issues that we know, only too well,
confront those interested in conserving the character and life of
a town.



COMMITTEES |

Resignations due to pressure of other work:

Mr. Stan Cole from Convenor of Restoration Advisory
Mr. Warren Kerr from Convenor of Planning § Research
Mrs. Aileen Whitmore from the Committee.

- j o Commi

Mr. Max Bevilaqua, Architect, as Convenor of Planning
(phone 64.4703)

Mr. Keith Sinclair, Convenor of Restoration Information
Committee (note new name). Ph. 35.6308.

Mr. Ray Forma, new Committee member.

also Mr. Roy Edinger is now Convenor of the Historical
Research Committee which has been separated from the
Planning and Research Committee. (phone home 39.2030

or business 39.1965)
S I IE L. TTIIL.

RESTORATION INFORMATION COMMITTEE

This committee sees its underlying aim as the need to
encourage interest in the old homes in the Fremantle
area. It is particularly important to encourage people
to purchase old homes as they become abailable and to
restore them in a manner that retains their character
and yet allows for modern living.

A list of houses for sale is available through the Con-
venor, Keith Sinclair (35.6308) and has already been used
successfully by a number of members.

Another major function is the pooling of information on
restoration and to compile a list of sympathetic archi-
tects, designers and tradesmen.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

The major aim of this committee is to gather historical
material, diaries, reminiscences, etc., and to promote
interest in Fremantle's history. Liaison with the planning
committee and the National Trust regarding the classi-
fication of the city's historic buildings is essential.

The Royal W.A. Historical Society is to be requested to
establish a Fremantle Branch.




WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS:

Mrs Acton, Dr. R.K. Ammon, Mr. C. Bafile, M.A. Barker,

Prof. § Mrs. G.C. Bolton, Dean Boult, Donald Boyd, Jeanie §
Hugh Bryant, Miss R. Bulgin, Dominic Campanella, H.J.P. Catt-
rall, Dr. D.L. Clifford, Mr. § Mrs. G. Collin, Des & Ruth
Considine, Richard A. Cottnn, Sandra Cotton, Mrs H.DelPopolc
F.A. Drake-Brockman, John § Mollie Faulkes, Desmond & Mary
Fearnley-Sander, John Ferguson, Leslie J. Fnlkl, Barry Grat- |
wick, Linda Grinceri, Hansen family, Robert Hart, Helen C. |
Hawter, C.S5. & P. Healey, Tom § Margaret Hoad, James Hobson,
Brian T. Jackson, W.H. Jacobs, Miss D.R. Johnson, Robert §
Robin Juniper, James C. Kerr, Mrs. K., Land, John § Marion
Laurence, Mr. R.C. Love § family, Peter G. Lynn, Theo Mathews
Dr. F.V. McKnight § family, Malcolm N. McMillan, F.M. Meyer,
Dermot Moore, Jessie Needham, Mrs. F. Nicolson, Robyn §
Rodney OByrne, Bob Olsen, Amelia Panton, Geoffrey & Elaine
Pearce, Mr. § Mrs. M. Renner, Ivy Reynolds, Miss J. Richards,
E. Rintoul, Mr. § Mrs. H.L. Saw, Mrs. Allarina Sheridan,
Miss Cﬂralle Solomon, Miss De1dre Sowden, John B. Stubbs G
family, Dr. § Mrs. K.A. Trendall, Mrs. H. Varne, K. Wright,

Walter T. West, Mrs. Linda Heygers, William A. Woodhouse.
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CONDUCTED TOUR OF FOUR FREMANTLE HOUSES
IN VARIOUS STATES OF RESTORATION
++++++++ A4+ +
Sunday S5th August 2 p.m.

Commencing at 8 Rule Street, North Fremantle |
then proceeding to three other homes -- with
Devon Tea later.

$2.00 individuals
$3.00 fa: ily
Sﬂ¢} st lents

) peusioners

R.S.V.P. ENCLOSING FEE BY WEDNESDAY, 1st AUG.
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I wish to attend the conducted tour of four houses on S5th Aug,

NAME (8)0 4eias S S H R & R o - ADDRESS ' 5. S S e uwles

FORWARD TO: P.O. Bo

enclose § to cover individual(s) _  family

___pensioner(s) ___ Student(s)




