COMMITTEE VACANCIES

Vacancies exist en our Committee particularly for anyone who can help with Publicity and
Publications —

~ NOMINATIONS PLEASE !

mMembers who would like to attend a committee meeting will be very welcome.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Secretary,

The Fremantle Society,

P.O. Box 82,

NORTH FREMANTLE W.A. 6159

NAME (MR. MRS. MISS M/S) ciiiiiiciiincecismsmnissiiisssssssssssssssamsnssessssas
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DCCTIPATION - ciicasnosannsssinnsossndsssssmns svassasiuntspanssiasas srussbassas s 4495398488 SHAp S8 RIS ATA RS S SRS KR LS RAATSIASOR RHRIS2S

| wish to renew my membership of the Fremantle Society for 1973-74
| wish to join The Fremantle Society

SICGNATURE oidiinabuaanbibaiienaomion

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP :

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP $2.00

FAMILY MEMBERSHP $3.00 — Please indicate number in family:

PENSIONER MEMBERSHIP 50¢ ADULYS. s
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 50¢ CHILDREN ..........
BENEFACTOR MEMBERSHIP $100.00

**Have you thought of family membership.
tnvolve your whole family and get cheaper tickets to social functions as well.”’



RESTORATION INFORMATION COMMITTEE
CONVENOR BOB WOOLLETT — 394476

Members interested in living in Fremantle can obtain help from this Committee by contacting —

Ann Woollett 394476
Helen Tarry 354141

However, it is stressed that this is a purely voluntary service with no financial return to the
Society.

THE NEWSLETTER — ADVERTISING

The Committee has decided to accept advertising in the newsletter to help defray our postage
costs. The only cheaper rate available to us is Category "C* which is 6 cents.

Rates negotiable - contact the Secretary, Barbara Bennetts 641684.

APPRECIATION

A Yank on a trip to Fremantle

Said ""This dump’s much more than a sandhill,
The climate’s salubrious,

The folks aren’t lugubrious,

And the buildings are real ornamantle.”’

Fremantle has inspired Joan Brodsgaard to write a series of limericks, two of which appear
in this newsletter,

Dear readers — how about sending in some of the fruits of your humour, imagination or
knowledge?

Line drawings in clear black and white can also be reproduced in the newsletter.
Mo prizes — but it could be a lot of fun.



SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
HISTORICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

As a result of the well attended Seminar we are now in a better position to carry on our
Research, especially with the older residents of the Fremantle area. It is considered

vital by this sub-committee that a well organised research programme be started now

before the memaries of these people, be they happy or poignant or even considered mundane
by the person to whom they belong, be recorded NOW before they are lost to us forever.

In the next two weeks a questionnaire will be prepared for use as a guideline for interview-
ing. As most people carrying out the research will be inexperienced in this field a compre-
hensive questionnaire will simplify matters a great deal.

We have been fortunate to receive offers of assistance from our members prepared to talk to
and record as many details as possible from our older residents, however we do need more
assistance,

We have three requests and they are:

1 Do you have a friend or relative who would like
to talk to us?

2 Do you have any old documents, letters, diaries

or photographs that we may copy or preserve for
the future?

3 Are you interested in talking to our older residents
and recording their memories?

If you can assist us in any way please contact me on 35 5826 — Ruth Wight-Pickin (Con-
venor) Historical Research Committee.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
A number of members have forwarded ideas to put to the new planner.

The Committee has prepared a submission covering not only the major town planning
issues but also specific points raised by members in relation to problems in their own
streets, to beautification and such matters as building by-laws, the problems of purple
titles etc. etc. Let’s have further suggestions from you. This is the major opportunity
to influence the future of our city.

The special joint group from the National Trust and our Planning Committee has completed
the research, photographing and classification of 52 buildings in Fremantle. The full
details will be published after ratification by the National Trust Council.

The list of all buildings with any claim to historical or architectural merit in the city
proper is now complete and research on further buildings from this list is proceeding.
A full study of the residential districts in both municipalities will be made immediately
after the completion of the city survey.

A public photographic exhibition will be arranged to follow as soon as possible.



NEW BANK OFFICES IN HIGH STREET

The Commonwealth Bank plans to erect new offices next to the National Bank in High Street,
The existing building has no merit and the proposed one is planned to complement the scale
of the existing buildings.

NEW OFFICES FOR STATE SHIPPING SERVICE

The State Shipping Service has applied to redevelop the old garages in Short Street for new
offices. The proposed building should greatly improve the area.

If the present S.5.S. buildings that jut into the Pioneer Reserve were demolished the area could
be developed as part of the park.

NEW MEMBERS

Peter Batros, Barry and Darrall Armstrong, R. Bodkin, Mrs E. Brockwell,
Peter, Hazel and Simon Brien, Mrs L. Carlyon, Miss Marjorie Charleson,
J. Chuk, Mrs M. Crump, E.F. Drake, L.C. and M.E. Hodge, J. Hohnen,
R.G. Horton, Mrs P. Hughes, Mr and Mrs ].E. Lanyon, Ross Letchford,

R. and D. Main, Mr and Mrs Nye, Lindy O'Donoghue, E.). Picton-
Warlow, R.E. Purvis, Raffles Paints, Mr and Mrs Robertson, Jasmine
Stanwix, Patricia Summerfield, Dr and Mrs E.B.). Smith, Nicola, Deirdre
and Vanessa, Ronald Wear, Herman Wilke.

BENEFACTORS
Dr P.B. Smith $100.00
Sir Thomas and Lady Wardle $200.00

The Fremantle Society extends its best wishes to THE PERTH SOCIETY, the
inaugural meeting of which was held at the Perth Town Hall on Wednesday,
March 20th at 8 p.m.

If you are interested in joining or supporting this group please contact
Mr J. Picton —Warlow,
16 Bournville Street,
Floreat. Phone 87 5434

The Fremantle Society welcomes EMMA MM, born March 14th, daughter of PAMELA and CLEM
MULCAHY.

CLEM has the distinction of being the society’s first financial member. He paid two months
before its official formation.



WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING

NEW PLAN FOR FREMANTLE

The Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam has announced a special grant of $30,000 to finance an
initial action plan aimed at preserving the character of Fremantle. He said ‘'’ Fremantle
will receive special attention as it is one of the few towns in Australia that retains its
historic character and is at the same time a thriving community’’.

The consultants to undertake the work are expected to commence on April 1st and to have
completed the action plan by June 30th this year.

RAILWAY STATION

The Society has written to the Minister for Railways to have the Fremantle Railway Station
restored. The major part of the facade is Donnybrook Stone but has unfortunately been painted.
This should be stripped and the whole building restored particularly now that it has been given
the National Trust’s major classification.

COMMERCIAL BANK RESTORATION
The Commercial Bank in High Street plans to restore its building later in the year.

EAST FREMANTLE SCHOOL EXTENSIONS

The extensions to the East Fremantle school are to be in sympathy with the existing buildings
and are to be constructed in limestone.

HIGH STREET MALL
The mall will be continued on a temporary basis until the new Town Plan is complete.
MATADOR NIGHTCLUB

The Council is supporting the long suffering residents and businessmen in the vicinity of the
nightclub and will be opposing the renewal of the liquor licence when it expires on 31st March.

PROPOSED RESTAURANT ON MONUMENT HILL

As a result of the widespread opposition to this suggestion the Council has asked the Town
Planning Committee to examine alternative sites.
VICTORIA HALL

At its February meeting the Council reversed the decision of the Town Planning Committee
and decided to defer the matter of all street widening for two months.

The owner of the Victoria Hall has persisted with demolition application and the Executive
Committee of the Council has raised no objection.

The full Council meeting on March 18th agreed to the demolition by a vote of 10 to 8.

The Society has made representations to the National Trust, the National Estate Committee
and the Premier Mr Tonkin with the view to purchase of the building by the State Government.
The building is a theatre and none of the theatrical groups operating in the Fremantle area
has a permanent home,

The Builder's Labourer’s Union ‘green ban’ on Victoria Hall remains.



T.B. WILSON, M.D. SURGEON R.M. "NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD....
* (LONDON, 1835), FRIDAY QCTOBER 16th, 1829

‘ ...The appearance of the coast, as we sailed along, was different from what we.had |ately
been accustomed to, being either destitute of trees, or very slenderly clothed by patches of
stunted growth, Viewed from where we were, it presented the aspect of sheep-downs, backed
by elevated land, named the "’Darling range’!, which extends parallel to, and about twenty
miles distant from, the coast.

We were astonished that we could not yet perceive the mouth of the mighty river, although we
were only two or three miles from the ships, which we imagined were anchored somewhere
near it. The telescope was in much requisition, vet even aided by that useful instrument,
the sharpest eye could not satisfactorily make it out, the line of the coast appearing un-
broken. r

It surprised us that Vlaming could have seen it from Rottenest, at the distance, according

to his account, of thirty miles: we noticed at anchor three ships and one brig (which looked
like The Thompson) and in shore we perceived a dismasted vessel, which we supposed might
be the temporary abode of the Governor and other public officers.’

(Sunday October 18th) ‘At 10.45 a.m. we entered the mouth of the river, and had soundings —
only half a fathom on the bar; this was considerably lower than we had anticipated, and not
likely to afford a convenient egress or ingress, even for moderately laden boats. After having
passed the bar, we observed several tents pitched in a low sandy neck of land, which we
understood was the site of Fremantle. ...We proceeded up the river... Passing the military
cantonment, situated on the left bank, about a mile from Fremantle, we noticed several
straggling huts, apparently belonging to sawyers and boat-builders, On the right bank, on a
picturesque projection of land, we saw a tent belonging to Captain Curry, R.N., the harbour-
master.”

FROM THE PERTH GAZETTE, 5/9/35 REPORTING AN ARTICLE IN THE "CALCUTTA COURIER'
14 MAY "35 TITLED "FOUR YEARS REPORT ON THE COLONY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA'

1829

*...their first object on landing was to get under shelter. Their domiciles were of course

at first of a wretched description. Some had single tents, others huts of green wood previous
to every shower, while many others had no other covering night or day than the wide conopy
of heaven. Afterwards when the settlers got on their own grants of land, their homes im-
proved by successive graduations, from the wooden house they had imported or made in the
colony, to that of a wattle and daub, and finally to the more durable structure of brick or
stone. ...’



During 1867 the '“stringent party’’ quarried and broke more limestone from Cantonment
Hill to pave the bridge and build a sea wall, and the final cost was given as £2,986/2/5,
the overall length as 2,078 feet, and the highest point above water as 42 feet, The bridge
had a distinct hump in the middle to allow the passage of shipping, and its superstructure
was supported on 319 jarrah piles. In 1900 the hump was removed and a tramway laid
across to North Fremantle. The bridge survived until 1939 when it was demolished and
replaced with the present one, and all that now remains of the ''Bridge of Sticks’’ are

a few rotting stumps of piles on either bank.

Audrey Fowler

FREMANTLE — EARLY VIEWS
NO 1 - 1829
COLONIAL TIMES (HOBART) 29 MAY 1829.

'Swan River. Much anxiety prevails in London with respect to the fate of the above intended
new Settlement on the coast of New Holland, both French and English colonizing expeditions
having sailed for that place,...

'...There seems to be a great emulation in England to obtain grants there, from the fineness
of the climate, and the great extent of the fine river which is supposed to meander through
the country two or three thousand miles...'

17 AUG. 1829. LIEUT. GOVERNOR STIRLING TO SIR EDWARD BARNES

*..It is at present impossible to foresee the fate of the colony now commenced on this coast,
but | am warranted by circumstances in stating that its success is highly probable — whenever
our experience of the Country shall enable me to speak with greater certainty...’

This is the first of a series of selected contemporary descriptions of Fremantle’s early years.

The _infermatinn is available to us from Mr john White and we are indebted to—

The Royal Western Australian Historical Society.
Battye Library, W.A.

The Latrobe Library, Victoria,

The State Library, Tasmania.

The School of Architecture, University of W.A.
The University of W.A.



He then increased to one month the .. .detention in dark cells on bread and water. This latter
punishment (said the Governor) is much dreaded by the men and has acted as a preventative
amongst many who have undergone every other form of punishment without the least good effect.
Even the most reckless shrink from it..."

In 1864 )ames Manning, Clerk of Works, reported on the progress of the bridge:

“"The works connected with this structure have been commenced. A building 40’ x 18’ for mess
room and tool store, a cottage of two rooms for the warder in charge have been erected, and
wharfage has been built extending about 90 yards in length and 26 yards in breadth. This space
has been filled up with stone and rubble quarried on the high ground in the rear by the '’stringent
class’’, tipped over the bank, and then removed by ordinary prisoners to fill up and form the
wharf. A guantity of stone has also been dressed for the arch and archway.”

Convict labour was in great demand at this time for public buildings, roads, bridges and jetties
throughout the rapidly expanding Colony, including the permanent prison (the present Department
of Corrections) and the Lunatic Asylum (now the Fremantle Museum and Arts Centre), which was
completed in the same year as the North Fremantle Bridge. James Manning explained the reason
for the delay in his report of 1865:

"Owingto the pressure of other work very little progress was made during the former part of the
year. ..it is now fairly going forward. The piles drive remarkably firm and satisfactory; the first
tier of six piles required an impact of 5,026 tons in aggregate to drive them, and the others are
equally satisfactory., The chain-gang have been employed quarrying stone and carrying out the
embankment.”” :

1866 saw the bridge nearing completion:

*'This structure has progressed, but not as briskly as it might have done. The chain-gang have
been employed quarrying stone for the abutement on the south side, which is rising satisfactorily.
The piles are nearly all driven, or at least so far as to allow the caps to be put on; the south
portion of the upper structure has been hoisted, the joist and cradling fixed, the floor laid, and
the guard railing commenced. Judging from the portion completed, there is no fear of oscillation.”

Though the project was not finally completed until October 2nd, 1867, Governor Hampton reportedly
drove across the bridge in his carriage on Wednesday, 14th November, 1866. Perhaps he regarded
this action as sufficient ceremony to declare the bridge open, because the only reference

to the event was published in the Perth Gazette a week later;

"'The Fremantle Bridge was thrown open at noon on Wednesday for general traffic, and the !
ferry boat has been removed."’

But Governoral pigue, if such it was, did not prevent such an important occasion to pass
entirely unmarked — the evening following the news item the Volunteer Corps paraded for
a march to the bridge, with the band playing, and followed by an enthusiastic crowd of
citizens. The assembly marched across the bridge and halted in the middle on the way
back. Captain Manning gave a short address, the Corps gave His Excellency three cheers,
then marched back to Fremantle in a cloud of dust.

Thus the ""Bridge of Sticks’' was opened, so called because of the forest of timber used
in its construction. Later, the name was derisively corrupted to '*Styx’’, allegedly by
the convicts identifying with the celestial ferryman of Greek 'mythology: the Greeks
believed the River Styx encompassed Hades, and that all who after death sought to enter
the spirit world had to cross it, with a coin in the mouth to pay the ferryman,



THE BRIDGE OF STICKS, OR STYX
The second of Audrey Fowler’'s fascinating and factual looks into our history. . ..

During the first twelve years of the Colony the Swan River provided the only means of trans-
port between Fremantle and Perth. Up and down and across its broad and meandering course
plied a vaniety of row-boats, sail-boats, whale-boats, ferries and barges, carrying settlers
and officials, soldiers and merchants, building materials, farming tools and all manner of
livestock.

By 1843 the Perth Causeway had been completed and road traffic between the Port and the
Capital was possible along the rough bush track known as Canning Road. On the north side

of the river another track gradually became established and here communication with Fremantle
was effected by a ferry service between Cantonment Hill on the South bank and Billygoat Farm
on the north. With the arrival of the convicts in 1850 the service was augmented by a convict
ferry, and this inadequate arrangement continued until the appointment in 1862 of Doctor
Stephen John Hampton as successor to Governor Kennedy.

Governor Hampton ushered in an era of harsh discipline previously unknown at Swan River
Colony, He had been Surgeon in a convict ship, Comptroller-General of Convicts at Tasmania,
and had a policy of extracting the utmost work from the convicts aided by the use of heavy
leg-irons and chains and frequent floggings. Included in his impressive list of Public Works
was the north bank road (now Stirling Highway) terminating in a traffic bridge across the

river at North Fremantle. Naturally, the colonists loudly acclaimed the project, though many
protested at the conditions under which the convicts were forced to work. The convicts also
protested, but with more painful results, and the *"crime of absconding’’ rose accordingly.

Work on the bridge commenced in 1863 to the design of Captain Grain, R.E., and James Manning,
Clerk of Works, and it soon became evident that if the work were to proceed the men would
have to be relieved of their shackles. The Governor quickly countered this risk to security by
stationing a mounted policeman near the bridge, and by devising a system of signals and an
alarm gun which ""communicated instantly to the police, the military, and the public generally,
the escape of a convict’’. In addition, sentries of the Enrolled Pensioner Force armed with
loaded rifles were posted over the *'stringent class’’ while at work and during the march to

and from the prison. This was the chain-gang who quarried the limestone on Cantonment Hill
for use on the bridge and to level the approaches.

In one of his despatches Hampton wrote:

"'I believe that the punishment now awarded to absconders in nearly every case, namely, lashes,
ranging from 50 to 100, and heavy irons on the public works for periods of time ranging from 6 to
18 months generally, and the strictest separate confinement when not on public works, will again
reduce this crime to proportions more similar to those in which it existed in the earlier portion of
the Imperial Convict System in this Colony...""

However, the hardened **stringent class’’ apparently considered all this well worth enduring for
the dubious pleasure of earning for themselves 3 days solitary confinement on bread and water,
and the Governor concluded that the latter punishment was in fact an inducement to misconduct.
He said: '*...those who know what a Western Australian summer day is will have little doubt as
to which the convict will prefer; the intense pleasure (to him) of abusing an officer, and then
sleeping in a cool stone cell for the greater part of 3 days and nights, or working in the roasting
sun and sleeping, perhaps, in a bush hut full of mosquitoes. .."



P.O. Box 82, Miss G. Locke, Mr. A. Bombara

NORTH FREMANTLE, 6150 Hon. John Tonkin, Sir Thomas Wardie
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ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
SUCCESSFUL FETE
$700.00 RAISED

The Committee wishes to thank all those people who assisted or contributed
in any way and made this function such a great success.

We would also like to thank Keir Matheson and Neville Teede for the use of
their home and garden for the fete.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH GROUP

There’s a most pleasant city, Fremantle,
To which others can’t hold a candle,
It's chockful of hist'ry,

Architecture and myst’ry

But not more than The F.S. can handle!

The Historical Research Committee’s Seminar held at The Upstairs Room of
The Cellars Restaurant on February 26th was a great success.

More than seventy people came along, had drinks, biscuits and cheese and
a chat —followed by three interesting talks.

Thanks to Mrs Rica Erickson, Prof. Geoff Bolton and David Hutchison for their

help and interest and to Mr Tony Motion of The Cellars.



