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THREAT TO ORIENT

HOTEL

The magnificent Orient Hotel building in High Street, an integral |

part of the historic West End of Fremantle, is under threat of
demaolition.

Its survival may depend on the Builders Labourers Union.

The high-rise flat developer L. Buckeridge has announced his
intention to tear the building down.

Mr. Buckeridge plans to replace the Orient — despite the fact
that it has been classified by the National Trust as a building that
must be preserved — with a two-storey showroom for boats and
nautical gear. with an aluminium and glass facade to High Street.

The president of the Fremantle Society, Cr. Les Lauder, has
written formally to the W.A. branch of the Builders Labourers
Federation, on behalf of the Fremantle Society Committee, to
ask for help in saving the Orient.

Fremantle City Council stands firmly with the Fremantle
Society in opposing the destruction of the Orient.

Public
Vandalism

The Fremantle Society says loss of the Orient would greatly
damage the West End. The committee say they find it hard to
comprehend how public vandalism of this sort can be proposed
by a person they believe to be a member of the National Trust
and of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects.

The Orient “Family Hotel” building is richly beautiful both
inside and outside, retaining most of the original features of when
it was built in 1903. It was famous as Parry’s Orient Hotel and
considered for many years as THE place to stay in.

It was bought several years ago for about $90,000 for one of
Mr. Buckeridge’s companies, Esther Developments (Esther
Buckeridge). In recent years the Fremantle Council has taken very
positive steps toward declaring the West End a conservation area,

and the Maunsell report commissioned by the Australian Govern-

ment has indicated this course,

Although State legisiation to preserve socially desirable and
historical architecture has been promised for years by successive
governments, there is nothing of significance on the statute books.

It was among the election promises of the current premier.

The Australian government does not have the power to inter-
vene in such a State matter, although there is some hope that it
will be able to get legislation passed through both houses of
parliament to enable it to resume such properties.

Meanwhile the fate of the Orient appears to depend on the
Builders Labourers Union, which has a national policy of Green
Bans on all buildings bearing the National Trust classification.

If the issue arose, it is probably that other unions, along with
West Australians outside Fremantle who share an interest in
the best of yesterday, would lend heavy support,

* A note of caution: The Builders Labourers Union has made it
clear that it cannot be expected to request its members to carry
out a Green Ban unless there is ample evidence of enthusiasm and
activity by Fremantle people for preserving the Orient.

Student
Housing ?

The Fremantle Society has proposed to Murdoch University that
students be housed in particular old buildings in Fremantle.

The University has expressed its concern for the environment
and for involvement with the community.

The Society has proposed that to restore buildings in Fremantle
would not only be cheaper than building new complexes on
campus but would bring great benefits to the students, the
University and the Society.

Discussions have already been held and more are planned
involving the Fremantle City Council.

Historical
Research
Committee

Ruth Wight-Pickin, convenor of the Historical Research Committee
reports:

RESEARCH

We have been able to arrange a meeting with Dr. Stannage,
whao is an expert on historical research. This meeting will be a
small informal, advisory discussion to improve our research
methodology.

Anyone interested in helping in this aspect of the Society and
who wants to attend a meeting should ring Mrs. Marie Scott —
35-4867, or Ruth Wight-Pickin — 35-56826, so that we can arrange
seating.

OLD HOUSE

One of our members has bought a beautiful old house: Bateman
House, 37 John Street, North Fremantle, and is interested in its
history.

Some facts are known, but anybody who has any knowledge
of it or an old photograph would help by letting the committee
have a copy.

DRY RED

An evening of research into the taste of wines at Craft Houss,
Cliff Street, was successful in several ways. Regrettably only 100
guests could be accepted.



Quich, Quick,
oo SlOw

Two of the issues that have involved the Society in lengthy battles
over the past year look like reaching a successful conclusion.

The Fire Station, a vital element in the Phillimore Streetscape,
has been threatened with the bulldozer, despite widespread
opposition including that of the Fremantle City Council.

The Fremantle Society appealed to the State Government to
intervene, pointing out the embarrassing position it would find
itself in if it allowed one of its instrumentalities to proceed with
action contrary to stated policy.

The Fire Brigades Board had planned to erect a building that
would have been out of sympathy with the Phillimore Street
precinct, of which the old Fire Station building is an integral and
highly important part.

The Fremantle Society recognised that the existing facilities
were not adequate for the brigade or the fire staff, but it
advocated use of railway land next door for a new building.

The grape-vine has it that railway land adjacent to the building
will now be released for the new station.

The Society has fought to save the Victoria Hall for several
reasons. Not only is it a National Trust Classified building with
perhaps the finest ceiling left in WA, but it offered the potential
for development as a community theatre.

THE old Fire Station building in Phillimore Streot
mext door for a new building.

. - . Foom on the block
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QUICK, QUICK, SLOW. Now the Victoria Mall in High Streer i safe.
Bab Wrightson sitting this ane out.

Another major issue at stake here is the proposed widening of
High Street, which the Society strongly opposes.

The Council has agreed to be guided by the recommendations
of the Maunsell Report on the matter of street widening and the
indications are that the report will recommend that High Street
not be widened at this point.

The architects for the firm next door to Victoria Hall which
apparently has purchased the building, have plans before the
Fremantle City Council to restore and use the building.

The Fremantle Society will not get the theatre it wanted but
it appears that the building and the street will be saved.
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VINTAGE 1629 . . . Museum diver Jim Stewart pictured underwater picking
up a beautifully preserved Bellarmine jug from the Dutch shipwreck Batavia,
off the Abrofthos [slands, during last year'’s excavation. Relics from the
historic shipwrecks are treated in the conservation laboratory and displayed
in the Maritime Museum, Fremantle, (Photo by Jeremy Green.)




DR. CASS

MEETS FREMANTLE

The Australian government Minister for the Environment and
Conservation Dr. Moss Cass consulted the Fremantle Society
when he visited WA recently. :

The society president Les Lauder and wice president Helen
Mills took the minister on a tour of Fremantle to indicate
threats to the environment and show him positive aspects of the
SCEne.

Dr. Cass was shocked when he was taken to Leighton beach
and shown the huge, ugly pile of scrap metal that marked an
area snatched from the community’s use by Fremantle Port
Authority,

This was hideously highlighted by the rusting metal dump of
Midalia and Benn.

The minister was horrified at the thought of a planned freeway
extension that would bave cut a wide swathe right through the
West End of Fremantle, dividing the city in two, disrupting
lives, blotung out the histonic character ol the city, solating
mare beach areas from the people.

Alternative

Mr. Lauder told Dr. Cass that the Fremantle Society had
produced a plan as an alternative to this destructive Fremantle
Western Highway Scheme.

The Fremantle City Council had agreed to forward this plan
to the Metropolitan Region Planning Authority for review, and it
was now expected that the previous scheme would be scrapped.

The MRPA,, the Port Authority, Main Roads Department and
Railways Department had all indicated support for the Fremantle
Society's plan, despite the fact that the State government had
already resumed 10 properties.

Les Lauwder and Helen Mills discimsed with Dr Cass the
Society's request for a full-scale review and inguiry intn the many
frecwdy-inaji 1uats siiene el veds BKely 10 oOsi e ooimeTeisly
hundreds of millions of dollars for dubious benefits.

Dr. Cass noted that frequently the people affected by freemays
and their externsions had serious doubts sbout ary advaniages,
and nobody seemed certain of what was goomg o gy weminll
was too late to stop.

In the West End of Fremantle Dr. Cas wentt mside the olid
Customs Howuse building and advered the columws amd headk
arches of what was one of the first busldings erected by comacts
in W.A. in the 1850,
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The minister was surprised to learn that several years ago the
previous Commonwealth government demolished a similar building
next door to the old Customs House and replaced it with a car
park and Queen's warehouse,

Les Lauvder and Helen Mills told the minister about the
Fremantle Society’s ideas for housing in Fremantle, particularly
for old people, who had shown in surveys that they wanted to
stay close to the city and not be kicked out to Woopwoop in
State Housing Commission areas.

“Now we're talking to Fremantle City Council about a
scheme whereby the Council would acquire old properties and
restore the houses,” Mr. Lauder said. “"And there are some nasty
areas, such as scrap yards, in areas that were residential and the
council wants to make them residential again.”

He asked Dr. Cass about the possibility of the Council getting
some financial assistance from the Australian government for this
purpose. The minister suggested an approach to his colleagues
Les Johnson (Housing) and Tom Uren (Urban and Regional
Development).

Les Lauder noted that in the 1920°s the old area of Fremantle
had a population of 25,000; now it had only 12,000,

On the bright side, the party called at the Fremantle art centre
and maritime museum, accompanied here by the Federal member
for Stirling, lan Viner.

In the maritime museum’s conservation laboratory the staff
explained some of the techniques being used to preserve historical
relics brought from 17th century Dutch sailing shipwrecks off the
W.A. coast, and some items from colonial wrecks.

Myra Stanbury, of the museum, showed the minister a set of
clay pipes which had been recovered still in their package from
the Gilt Dragon (wrecked 1656).

Dutch

The Fremantle Maritime Museum is credited as having one
of the world’s best representative collections of items from 1/7th
century Dutch ships.

Later in the afternoon Les Lauder referred to the problems of
Fremantle®s public hospital, which had spread unplanned over the
ye=rs and was quite inadequate for the region of a quarter of a
mellhon people.

The answer, he suggested, was not in the resumption of houses
around the hospital, making hundreds more people homeless, but
the construction of a new hospital in the middle — perhaps near
Murdoch wmiversity — to take the pressure off the old hospital
whach itself o'ght to be redeveloped.
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A TOUCH of graffiti on a column fn the old Customs House, but the
Minister for Environment and Conservation Dr. Moss Cass, agreed with
Les'Lauder that this building was beautiful and must be protected.
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IN  the conservation laboratory of Framantls Maritime Museum, Mrya
Stanbury shows an outstanding collection of Dutch clay pipes (vintage 1656)
to Dr. Moss Cass (centrel and his secratary Henry Rosenburg and the
Federal Member for Stirling, Tan Viner (rightl.
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Fremantle Society president Les Lauder and vice president Hﬂ':l'ﬁ'n Mills at
Lafghton Beach with the Federal Minister, Dr. Moss Cass. But in the back-

ground: the ugly scrap pile Mount Midalia and Benn.

WA MAN FOR
NATIONAL ESTATE

The President of the Fremantle Society, Les Lauder, has been
appointed as the W.A, representative on the Interim Committee
on the National Estate.,

This honorary committee has been established to advise the
Australian Government on the recommendations of Justice Hope's
committee of inquiry report which has now been tabled in
Parliament,

It will also advise the Government on the allocation of funds
for the National Estate in the current year.

The major work of the committee is to establish the Australian
Heritage Commission as recommended in the Hope Report.

The committee has received submissions for varied projects in
W.A., ranging from the restoration of a historic town to the
preservation of some steam locomotives.

Consideration is being given to financial assistance for studies
aimed at conserving the natural environment. Several Fremantle
projects are also under consideration.

It is hoped that the decision on the allocation of funds will be
announced in early November.

OLD COURT HOUSE
NEW HQ ?

The Fremantle Society has made a submission to the State
Government for the use of the old Court House in Marine Terrace
as its headquarters,

No reply has yet been received.

The building, constructed in the 1880's, is a classified National
Trust one and is currently being used as a home for derelicts.

Fremantle Council believes the building is not adequate for the
purposes tor which 1t 5 now being utilised, and the Council's
health authorities have tried several times to take action, but have
been blocked by the State government,

The Council's attitude is that the State government should
provide facilities for caring for such people, and that the Australian
government should accept its responsibility in the matter.

At present the building could be described as just squeezed
full of beds. It is controlled by a private operator,

The graceful old Court House, with its underground cells and
large internal space, could well provide a useful headquarters for
the Fremantle Society.

NEW home for Fremantle Society Inc.? The old Cowrt House.




| Wish t0 NOMINALe . .ovveoiiiiiicnrrsenns

e e e T e

........................ for the position of:

PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, COMMITTEE MEMBER

(please underling which)

......................................

{(Nomination forms should be lodged with secretary, Fremantle Society,
Box 82, Post Office, North Fremantle, by 8 p.m. Wednesday November 20, 1974
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Elections

Mominations are required for the following positions, closing at
8 p.m. November 20, with the secretary: PRESIDENT,
SECRETARY, TREASURER, 15 COMMITTEE,

{Vice-president is appointed by the elected President, by rules
of the Society.)

The existing committee is: President — Les Lavder, Vice-President —
Helen Mills, Secretary — Barbara Bennetts, Treasurer — Howard Shepherd,
memoars — Bill Anthony, Ray Forma, Keir Matheson, Michael McCrae,
Bob Olsen, Olive Petherick, Keith Sinclair, Helen Tarry, Neville Teede,
Ruth Wight-Pickin, Ann Woollett, Bob Woollett.

supper will be served after the annual general mesting.

Annual
General Meeting

The Fremantle Society annual general meeting will be held
on Wednesday October 27 {opening 8 p.m.) in the PIET head-
quarters, Fremantle Boys School, Adelaide Street, Fremantle.

New Members

a. & 5. Carter, Mary Copping, Mrs. J. Davis, John Draffin, D.D. Dunn,
Judith Espie, Cleve Flottman, Mr. & Mrs. G.C Fowlie, Beverley Greig,
James Henderson, Susan McAuliffe, Don MacMaster, Dr. Kenneth McPh Brson,
Bill Parker, Mrs, F.l. Parry, G.H. Paton, Carol Fhillips, A. & 5. Pichiler,
F. & D. Portman, Norma Ruse. Mr. & Mrs. W.D samson, David Saw,
Roger Smith, Mrs. G. Trivert, D.J. Trouchet,

— = =

Submission

The Fremantle Society has made a submission to the Australian
Government for funds to cover our printing costs and for projects
being undertaken by the Historical Research Committee.

One of these is the copying of old records and photographs
dealing with people and places associated with Fremantle.

If any member knows of anyone with such material prepared
todonate or loan to the Society: Please contact Ruth Wight-Pickin,
43 Rule Street, North Fremantle or Phone 35-5826.

Action Group

The Action Group plans a combined membership and electoral
enrolment drive. Naturally, volunteers are neaded.

Join the queue at Bill Anthony's, 70 Attfield Street, or ring
Helen Mills on 39-4892,

Planner Change

The former Assistant City Planner Rob Henwood has been
appointed Fremantle City Planner. He replaces Mr. Ken Bott,
long time City Engineer and Planner.

Mr. Bott remains as City Engineer,

The establishmentof a separate planning department indicates

the importance now being placed on planning for Fremantle's
future,

Marhkets
May Return

The Fremantle City Council has agreed in principle to re-
establishing a market in the old Markets Building on the corner
of Henderson Street and South Terrace,

In supporting this idea, the committee of the Fremantle
Society envisaged a real community market place with fresh fruit,
vegetables, fish and perhaps even perhaps a Paddy’s Market as well,

The FCC is soon to examine an overall planning strategy for
the markets and other buildings in the surrounding area.

The original markets were opened in 1897, but the Fremantle
Saciety is not aware of when they closed.

It is felt that in addition to the obvious advantages of fresh
food for Fremantle people, the markets could bring other beneficial
resuits, such as the further generation of public interest in
Fremantle, the attraction of large numbers of people to the
markets area and to the city of Fremantle.

A possibility would be the opening of the markets on Friday
nights.
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link-up,
&
link-up

It should be easier for people to share with others what they
know or have or what they are.

This is the main idea behind a community organisation called
Link-Up, which is linked up with the Fremantle Society.

It is designed to help people, for instance, who want a lift
somewhere by car {or who are driving a car) or who want a job
{or who want someone to do a job) or who want to learn some-
thing lor to teach or show it) or who want to get rid of the
teachers repayment bond {who would want one?) or who want to
to meet others with similar interests or ideals.

Link-Up has an information referral service, a learning exchange
and access to other resources which people may need. It describes
itself as a two-way process, with great flexibility.

Link-Up invites people to make contact with it at:

Link-Up Community, 27 Phillimore Street,
Telephone: 35-7513.

Hours: Midday to 4 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays,
on Saturdays from 10.30 a.m. to midday.

swedish and Danish, building a dome, economics, embroidery,
abortion information, recycling, car pooling, Lesbians Annony-
mous, tenants and gas service fees, furniture pool, accommodation,
Campaign Against Moral Persecution, playing the mandolin, free
legal aid, etc.
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Fremantle,

Buildings
ae
Fremantle

In the early morning quietness, while the Western sunlight was
bathing the buildings of Fremantle with golden light that some had
seen for 50, 100, even 150 years, Michael Lewi was watching
through his camera lens,

Sometimes he was waiting on a hill, or standing in the shadow
of a crumbling old limestone wall, for the right time and place.

The result of his artistry and discerning eye was an outstanding
collection of photographs, to be displayed under the title “The
Buildings of Fremantle" in the Fremantle Arts Centre.

The photographic exhibition will be opened by the Fremantle
Society's patron Sir Paul Hasluck on November 12, at 8 p.m.
Many of the more than 100 buildings pictured have been classified
or recorded by the National Trust as a result of a recent survey
conducted by the Fremantle Society.

And, as the invitation to the champagne and chicken sand-
wiches official opening points out, it is fitting that this exhibition
be displayed in one of the most historic and beautiful buildings
in Australia.

Mr. Lewi is a member of the Fremantle Society, and he has
donated the photographs to the society.
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NATIONAL ESTATE:

Documents that can really change the course of events are rare. The
Report Of The National Estate may well be such a document, It is
certainly one of the mast important publications ever to have appeared
in this country,

The decision of tha Whitlam Government to set up a Committee of
Inguiry into the National Estate and to establish a body 1o identify and
administer it represants as the committee observes, “a major paint in
Australia’s history,”

What is the national estate? The Premier of Tasmania summed it up
& ""the things that you keep™ and these range from the natural environment
1o the man-made or cultural environment, from areas of archaeological or
scigntific interest to cultural property — museum collections, industrial
artifacts, archives, and Aboriginal artifacts. National parks, the coastline,
islands, historic buildings, old farm implements, rock-paintings, woolshads
and traction engines all form part of the national estate.

It would have been better if the Premier had defined it as "'things that
you ought to keep.”” The record of the white Australians as curators not
only of the land they acquired but even of the historical evidence of their
own impact upon it is shocking and depressing — a story of gread,
selfishness, rapacity and short-sighted stupidity.

“The 30,000 years or more of Aboriginal cccupation . . . left so little
damaging mark on Australia that Aboriginals can truthfully be termed its
first conservers.” The white Australian has been here a mere 185 years
and his impact on the country he calls his own has been incredibly
destruct v,

We have “inherited a national estate which has been downgraded,
disregarded and neglected. All previous priorities . . . have been directed
by a concept that uncontrelled development, economic growth and
‘progress,” and the encouragement of private as against public interest . . .
wias paramount.”

But the tide is turning. The general public [and not just the middle-
class trendies) have been waking up with ever-increasing speed to the fact
that something must be done, and done urgently. The growth of new
conservation bodies since the 1950°s has been remarkable, rising on an
éxponential curve that dramatically outstrips the growth of poputation.

“A threshold has been reached,” the committee reports and it
confidently predicts that “the issues which will make and break goverr
ments in the 70's will be those of conservation, pollution and the
anvironments.”

This view is supported by the overwhelming response the commitiee
received when it advertised its hearings a little over a year ago. It received
over 650 submissions from people and organisations at all levels of society
and it travelled widely throughout the continent to inspect sites and
regions and to listen to people talk.

Grassroots

One of the most impressive things about this very impressive volume is
the way in which it reflects and expresses the grassroots concern with
environmental issues. The public is a long way ahead of governments,
bureaucracies and big business in its awareness of the desperats urgency
af the situation — and this is 8 document in which the public has its gay.

What is it ?

.-ﬁ.m_:l what the ordinary man has to say is backed up solidly by the
professional opinions of the scientific expert. The most substantial and
the most immediately important chapter in the repart is the one devoted
to the natural environment. In this the committee hits aut solidly and
acurately against those institutions, both governmental and industrial,
that have been ruthlessly or thoughtlessly destroying our environmental
heritage,

; The miners and the foresters come under serious attack, On the Ccoast-
line in particular = “one of tha most beleaguered group of ecosystems on
this planet” — uncontrolled delvelopment and destructive mining practices
are aleady causing irreparable damage.

Ecosystems

Damage just as irreversible isalso being inflicted on our dwindling
native forests, As the committes emphasises, “Any loss 1o the national
Bstate is essentially never retrievable.”” And this is especially true of the
complex and delicately balanced biological societies that constitute the
original Australian forests.

"Ecosystems, once destroyed, cannot be reconstituted.” Clearly aware
of this inescapable fact, the committee has recommended without
qualification an immediate halt to present forestry procedures. Massive
pine planting at the expense of native forest wood-chipping operations
and large-scale clear-felling programs must be stopped until we can find
out what effect these practices will have an the environment,

Much in the report is positive and not merely defensive. The chapter
dealing with the preservation of Aboriginal sites, for instance, with its
detailed suggestions for the invalvement of the Aboriginals in the manage-
ment of their own cultural heritage, is tactful and sensible. The brief section
dealing with archives points to an extraordinarily critical situation in a
most important area and one that needs urgent remedias.

There are practical and detailed suggestions that should be made to
the taxation system $o that it will benefit rather than hinder the preser-
vation of the national estate. T here are recommendations about land use,
preservation of buildings, education for consarvation and a host of other
matters. The committes, in shart, has interpreted its brief as generously
as possible and has covered a wide and varied teritory.,

It can, of course, only recommend ; it is up 1o the Government 1o
decide whether or not it will implement its recommendations, and
governments are notorious for their ability to ignore the findings of their
own committees. But this is one report which it will be impossible to
table and forget.

1t will be cited again and again, in avéry major conservation argument;
and the message which it spells out so clearly and authoritatively will be
dinned into the esars of our politicians and administrators until perhaps
they really begin to do something positive about the catastrophic envirare
méntal mess we have |8t ourselves sink into.

Mr. Justice Hope and his distinguished committee members are 1o be
congratulated on the speed and efficiency with which they have produced
their report. It is up to us 1o see that it is used.

® The article above, by R.F. Brissenden, was published in The Australian
newspaper of October 3, 1974, in a review of the publication Report OFf
The National Estate [Australian G overnment Publishing Service — $10.00).
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¥OU wander down Croke Lane towards the railway line, slip to the right
into an alley and there it is — the back of an old warehouse building facing
ClifF-Srreat Suparbly photographed by Society mamber Michsel Lewi it iz
ang of maore than 100 in his exhibition “The Bulldings of Framantie”
(Sae story insigde. ]



