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MAJOR VICTORY

The Fremantle Council has finally agreed to drop the proposal to run a freeway
through Henry Street. The Society has opposed the plan since it was formed
and in early 1973 gathered reports from ten independent planners and urban
specialists who unanimously proposed the cancellation of the plan. Since that
time the relevant state authorities have also agreed that the freeway was
unnecessary. The Council now has to decide what to do with the properties
already resumed, some of which are of importance and have been classified by
the National Trust.

EXTENSION OF PARK

After representations made to the State Government by the Council and the
Society, the Government has agreed to release the old State Shipping building
and the shops in Market Street that abut the Pioneer Reserve to enable the
Council to extend the park area.

JOHN STREET WIDENING DROPPED

The Fremantle Council has accepted the recommendation of the Town Planning
Committee that the proposed road widening in John Street declared in 1967, be
repealed. The change in traffic patterns in North Fremantle has made it hard
to justify the proposal which would have resulted in the demolition of a number
of buildings including the former Gresham Hotel. The new owners of the
building have submitted a proposal to restore it as a private residence.

SMALL HOUSES SCHEME

The National Estate Committee has made a major grant of $120,000 to the
Fremantle City Council to establish a rolling fund for a small houses scheme
along the lines of that used by the Scottish National Trust. Under this scheme
houses of interest in Fremantle will be purchased, restored and sold, and the
proceeds used to buy further homes. A requirement is that a National Trust
Lovenant be entered into on the houses, ensuring that future owners cannot
alter or demolish them without the permission of the Trust. It is also
proposed to build new houses in sympathy with the old where surplus land is
acquired under the scheme. Such a scheme is thought to be unique in Australia
and could help revive Fremantle as a place to live.

Derelict properties on and near the corner of Quarry and Barnett Streets have
already been purchased and restoration is due to commence shortly.

HOUSING LIST

If you are looking for a house in Fremantle contact Anne Woollett, 35 7451,
for details of what is currently for sale.
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RESIDENTIAL AREA STUDY

The present Federal Government sponsored study of the inner urban areas of
Fremantle by Technic 10 should result in a final report to the Council in
July. Preliminary reports indicate that the study is likely to recommend
sweeping planning changes aimed at upgrading Fremantle as a residential and
commercial centre. It is felt that with careful planning the population of
the older areas could be doubled with a consequent boost being given to
business in the city.

The Society proposes that room can be found for light industrial expansion

by the Council adopting a minor planning scheme for 0'Connor aimed at sub-
dividing some of the surplus industrial land in the estate. This would have
the effect of taking the pressure off the residential areas and also providing
further employment.

AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

The Bill to establish the Australian Heritage Commission passed through both
houses and became an Act on June 19th. The Commission which is expected to
be established in August will replace the National Estate Committee and is
likely to be one of the major forces in preserving the National Estate. One
important role of the Commission will be the requirement to establish a
National Register of buildings and sites. Protection will be given to items
on the register from the actions of Government authorities.

The Commission will develop a series of three year rolling programmes to

enable forward planning for the preservation and restoration of the National
Estate.

THE NATIONAL ESTATE GRANTS - WHAT'S HAPPENING?

National Estate Grants are made as grants to the States under Section 96 of
the Constitution and this has created particular problems for the recipients.
The initial difficulty was the delay in signing the agreement by Western
Australia (not until well into 1975). Further complications have come from
the requirement under Section 96 that funds not expended by June 30th must be
returned to the Treasury. |If particular projects are to be proceeded with
then their allocation not spent before June 30th will be taken from the total
for the following year, thus reducing the amount available for new work., This
is particularly unfortunate in the light of a likely cutback in Government
spending. The National Trust, local authorities and other recipients of
grants this year have been engaged in some fast and fancy footwork which has
resulted in approximately BO% of the Western Australian allocation being
spent or conmitted. Almost all of the approximate $200,000 lost had been
allocated to the State Government.

Fremantle City Council's footwork has been very fast indeed. The Roundhouse
money ($35,000) is well on the way to being spent and weather permitting the
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current work will be completed by August. It seems that we will see workmen
at the Roundhouse for much longer than that. Another 530,000 has just been
approved from the Federal Department of Tourism and Recreation for the
restoration of the grounds as well.

The Markets are a different story. When the grant for a study and restoration
came through 3 months ago not even one drawing was available. However a

complete measuring and surveying study has been completed and restoration will
shortly commence.

Another important grant was for the completion and publication of the Maunsell
Report recommending, among other things, the establishment of conservation
areas in Fremantle. It is hoped that the report can be made available to the
public at a reasonable price.

All of the other Fremantle projects are well advanced.

_COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Congratulations are due to Councillors Gerry MacGill and Don Whittington on
their successful election. Other Society members polled well and they also
deserve congratulations. Thanks are due to all those who helped during the
elections,

The results were North Ward - MacGill 504, Bullen 267. Hilton Ward -
Whittington 588, Notley 312. East Ward - Stone 611, Staniford 528 .
Beaconsfield Ward - Fletcher 604, Grace 296. South Ward - Catlalini 1052,
Anthony 222, City Ward - Higham 623, Shepherd 520.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN

With Local Government being asked to accept greater responsibilities it

was a surprise to find during my recent campaign that the electors of City
Ward were still very much concerned with the smaller things of daily 1ife.

A Street sign here, some curbing there, a parking meter outside a retaller's
shop, cleaner bus shelters and street verges. Elderly citizens were sensitive
to poorly laid paving and pedestrian safety had popular support.

A matter which concerns most of us is parking. We are fortunate to have cheap
meter parking. But is it really cheap and do we really need it? During the
financial year ended 30th June 1974 the City Council issued 20,002 Parking
Briefs, and modified Penalties amounted to $33,464. There were 295 Court
Processes resulting in fines of $2477.75.

With other major shopping centres providing patrons with free parking is it
essential to have metered parking in Fremantle?

One of the objectives of the Fremantle Society s to encourage the improvement
of Fremantle as an attractive Commercial district. The above policy does not
encourage this.

Howard Shepherd.




TO THE EDITOR

hth July 1975
Sir,

The recent involvement of some Society members in Local Government elections
has been viewed by other members, and the community in general, with mixed
feel ings,

Although Society members are free as individuals to involve themselves in

Local Government, involvement of the Society is a matter to be decided by its
membership as a body, and Society policy in this area will no doubt be resolved
in due course.

It is however, our view that political activity of some kind is an inevitable
outcome of any serious attempts to achieve the aims of the Society as stated
in the constitution.

As members of the Fremantle Society we believe we have the responsibility of
trying to realise these aims in a positive way. It seemed to us that the most
practical way of achieving this was to become involved in Local Government,
thus our decision to stand for election to the Fremantle Council. As success-
ful candidates, we would now like to comment on our responsibilities as
elected representatives of the community.

In our election campaigns we neither concealed our association with the
Society nor did we parade it. We approached the electorate as members of the
Fremantle community with its interests, and the special interests of our
respective wards at heart and presented ourselves as persons prepared to work
for all members of the community.

As Councillors, It is our duty to deal with many problems, ranging from
individual resident's complaints about cracked pavements to arguing the merits
of a playground site or preserving an historical building. As with all
Councillors, whatever the issue, our decision will be guided by certain values,
beliefs and principles. Some of these we share with the Fremantle Society,

others we could well share with a vast number of groups. However, we will not
be accepting directions from any group.

Local Government is mercifully free from party politics and we hope it stays
that way. No person should stand for Council unless he owes allegiance
primarily te the community and we have faith in the community's ability to
recognise such people.

Gerry MacGill

Don Hhittingtan




NEW MEMBERS

A. AMELING
C.M. BERZINS

B & W. BIRCH
H. BRAYSHAW

S & 5. BYRNE
J. CAMPBELL
K.& S. COLEMAN
MARY CONHOR
VAL COUSINS

R. DAVID5SON

A. & M. DAVEY
L. & P. DRAPER

ALAN McKENZIE

D.J. & D. MITCHELL
M.J. MULCAHY

P. O'BRIEN

| .R. PARMENTER

J. PEDEN

PAUL PREISIG

G.S. PRINCE

T. RECHNER

LESLEY ROURKE

D.A. & G.L. SHEAHAN
MR. & MRS, SIMPSON

C.P. ELLIS C. SPECK

P. GRACE G. & J. STRICKLAND

Z, M. & T. HALBERT | MR. & MRS. TURNER

M. HILL MRS. N. WATTS

M. HUGO-BRUNT MR. & MRS. WANIS

G. KEADY B & J. WELSH

W.E. KIDD MR. & MRS. WETHERALL

MR. A. LEE MR. A. & MRS. A. WHITTINGTON

C.H. & 5.J. LEHMANN

B.A. LIPPIATT
P. & J. McINTYRE

COLLECTOR'S ITEM OFFER

There are still a number of original signed lithographs of the Princess May
Building by Tim Hare available for only $25. This limited edition, with only
25 for sale, is likely to be a valuable collectors item and will help the
Society's funds.

Enquiries to the Secretary P.0. Box 82, North Fremantle 6159 or ring 355826,



HOUSE INSPECTION ARRANGED BY THE ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Again we are having our very popular inspection of houses and buildings in the
process of renovation in Fremantle. This will begin at 1.30 p.m. on Sunday
July 20th at P.1.F.T., Adelaide Street, Fremantle where you collect your
itinerary and pay $1.50 per head. Afternoon teas will be served between

3.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. at completion of your inspection. We hope to see as
many members and friends as possible.

Dates to Remember

Mid-September Warehouse Dance - this is to be a fun night in a woolstore in
Henry Street. We have arranged a very popular band, lots of booze and food
and we hope all members will support this.

During the festival we shall be organizing historic walks of Fremantle and
perhaps some interesting lectures and discussion about Fremantle.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH

ORAL HISTORY has been a very neglected field of historical research, which

is now gaining importance. The historical research conmittee is actively
engaged in a programme to record on tape the reminiscences of old Fremantle
residents.

The Historical Research Committee needs help to carry out this programme. If
you are interested ring Marie Scott on 39 L4B67.

AN EXTRACT FROM ONE OF OUR INTERVIEWS.

"I used to go with my father sometimes in the morning, when he went to inspect
the unloading of the cattle from the ships bringing cattle down from the North
West. The ships would anchor out in Gage Roads, and the cattle would swim
ashore near the 01d Robbs jetty.

We would travel to the 'long' jetty in a 'growler', a four-wheeled carriage
with two horses. | think the name came from the noise their wheels made on
the roads.

| can remember the chain gangs coming from the gaol. They were dressed in
white, like boiler suits, They had heavy chains fastened around their ankles,
and heavy boots on too. They moved very slowly and as they trudged along, I
can remember the noise they made, as the chains dragged on the road."



A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING IS TO BE HELD AT
8.00 P.M., ON TUESDAY JULY 29th, AT P.I.F.T.

HEADQUARTERS, 92 ADELAIDE STREET, FREMANTLE.

This meeting is being convened to discuss minor amendments to the constitution
which are required for the incorporation of the Fremantle Society.

Ty Paeitog,
Amendment will-also be sought, to clause b of the Constitution which states
''The Society shall be non-sectarian and non-political’. Members of the

Committee consider that the words ''and non-political' inhibit pursuit of the
stated aims of the Society.

WOODCHIPPINEG

A PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS THIS CONTROVERSIAL

ISSUE WILL BE HELD |IN PERTH TOWN HALL THURSDAY,

JULY 31st, at 8.00 p.m.



Fremantle ...

1830

“THE HOBART TOWN COURIER™

April 17, 1830. From a letter “from Swan River’. describing
Fremantie.

" .. We have numercus large sales by auction here, one this day
of the cattle and cargo of The Thames frorn Hobart Town. Our
merchants advance money to the Government when required.
A bank is talked of — wa have one newspaper — a literary
institution — one tolerable hotel, and many grog houses . , .’ ete.

April 24, 1830 'We have no doubt that for some time to come,
numerous emigrants for Swan River will continue to proceed
onwards to Hobart Town. Nothing indeed can be more
distinct than the theory of settling as entertained by a London
linen-draper, and the actual practise when disembarked on the
beach of such a place as Freemantle nowis. . .'

GEOQRGE FLETCHER MOQRE. ‘DIARY OF TEN YEARS
EVENTFUL LIFE OF AN EARLY SETTLER IN WESTERN
AUSTRALIA...” LONDON, 1584.

12 Nov. 1830. . .. About Fremantle, where | am now sitting, in
my tent, the land is mere sand; but we must not judge of this by
similar-looking places at home, for all vegetables flourish in it,
and cattle thrive on the herbage, scanty though it be . . .

COLONIAL TIMES® (Hobart)
Feb, 12. Letter signed Samuel Taylor

; . The seat of their commarcial town, which is named
Freemantle, is a perfect bed of sand, and all the manuring
in the world will not produce anything in the shape of a garden
far many years to come, anywhere within a circle of at least 20
miles. The water, too, which the poor creatures now drink is of
the very worst description, procured from a small lagoon which is
daily drying up as the summer advances, indeed, so much so,
that they are now compelled to sink what is termed here,
water holes in the very centre of the lagoon . . .

1831

LETTER FROM JOHN WEAVELL, FREMANTLE, 25 July 1831
to WM. MARRLE, HOBART fALLPORT, HOBART)

". . . | am happy to say that appearances generally are more fav-
ourable here than they were — the settlers up the country
seem to be roused from that state of apathy which they had
fallen into and are putting their shoulders to the wheel with
some spirit . . . potatoes are thriving most astonishingly even in
Fremantle itself, which is nothing but drift sand, they are grow-
ing luxuriantly. | have now potatoes daily — also radishes and
salads of all kinds in fact every kind of seed sown appears to do
well. The greatest misfortune is that the summer season destroys
all vegetation, or nearly so — it is a very singular fact that dig
more you will in the sand to about 3 feet good water is found,
indeed the place altogether is very different to the character
given of it by those who have left this and | have not the
slightest doubt that had the same spirit of industry been evinced
by the whole of the original settlers which now shows itself
amongst the few remaining this would have been a thriving
place indeed.”

HANSON (MADRAS). "LETTER ON SWAN RIVER SETTLE-
MENT

‘. .. The Town of Fremantle is vet in its infancy. The site is
chosen on the South Bank of the Swan River, which here disem-
bogues itself into the sea. There is a troublesome bar at its
entrance, requiring skill and attention to cross, but there is a
thoroughly sheltered Bay in its immediate vicinity, where all
passengers should land in the first instance, and take a favourable
opportunity for sending their loaded boats into the river. The
first impression of a stranger is certasinly unfavourable — he sees
nothing but an apparently poor soil, upon which the Town of
Fremantle is building . . .*

.. through
the years




