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Cover

Ron Hahn has designed a series of covers for our next few news-
letters. The cover photographs are from “The Buildings of
Fremantle”, taken by Michael Lewi, and generously donated to

the Fremantle Society.

Contemporary
Reports

The chronological series of contemporary reports about Fre-
mantle, provided by John White, is continued inside the back

cover.
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GENERAL MEETING ON THE CONSTITUTION

The General meeting held on July 29th supported the amendments necessary
for the incorporation of the Society.

After considerable discussion the meeting decided against deleting the

words ''non political' from clause 4. - "The Society shall be non sectarian
and non political',

Sir Paul Hasluck explained that the reason that societies use such a
clause is to allow individuals from different religions or political
parties to join if they subscribe to the central purpose. In his view
the clause does not limit the Society taking from time to time any action
its members decide is proper for them to take,

THE DARBY AND JOAN CLUB

The Committee of the Fremantle Society has offered to assist the Darby
and Joan Club in establishing permanent headquarters in Fremantle. This

twenty two year old club is a voluntary self-help organization for Age
and Invalid pensioners,

In the past this club has had up to five hundred members, when there
were premises which served as a permanent social centre. Cheap meals
were provided by a voluntary roster service. Dancing, parties, hobby
activities, cards, indoor bowls and other social functions were arranged
and pensioners were able to use Clut facilities for six days a week. |t
was an invaluable home from home for many people,

Unfortunately, the Club premises (towards which members had provided
£21,000) ceased to be available when required, and since then the Club
has been forced to operate from rented accommodation., At present they
can only rent the Anglican Hall off Queen Street once a fortnight,
Membership is now limited to approximately one hundred and fifty because
the necessary facilities can no lénger be provided

This organization is a unique pensioner's club, in that the members are
entirely responsible for their own finance and organization. The need

for the social services they were able to provide is indicated by the

fact that many pensioners travel from Fremantle to North Perth once a

week for old time dancing, there being no local centre currently operating.

Several members of the Fremantle Society Committee met with officers

of the Darby and Joan Club at Mrs. Simpson's house in East Fremantle

to discuss the problem of finding suitable premises, Mrs, Simpson and
Mrs. Lister (who had travelled from Mosman Park by train and bus to
attend the meeting) described their history and their current situation.
The Committee members offered their support in moves to lease a suitable
building and raise funds for eventual purchase. They consider this to

be a very worthwhile cause and will continue to assist the Darby and Joan
Club in every way possible,



FREMANTLE HOSPITAL

The proposal by the Public Works Department for additions to Fremantle
Hospital shows a very large building comprising two slab towers at right
angles, rising thirteen levels above South Terrace. Each level is
approximately one and a half times higher than the average floor to floor
level of adjacent buildings; the total overall height is approximately

55 metres from ground level, plus another 3 metres above the south wing
to enclose roof services. Medical building consultants today largely
discountenance the practice of high-rise hospital building, for practical
and economic reasons,

This building will have a devastating environmental impact on Fremantle
generally, being outrageously out of scale not only with its immediate
surroundings, but with the whole low profile that characterises Fremantle.

We require much more care and responsibility from our architects and
planners, particularly thcse in public employment, and we urgently recom-
mend that all development work cease on this prcject until a proper study
has been made of the building by an independent body to assess the functional
and environmental effect it will have on Fremantle, if it is built as

it is presently planned.
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The photograph shows a drawing of the proposed Fremantle hospital additions,
super imposed on a view of Fremantle from Solomon Street. The Port Authority
building, and the Town Hall tower are to the right of the photograph.

The Fremantle City Council opposes the proposed additions to Fremantle
Hospital. The Committee of the Fremantle Society supports this stand.

The Fremantle Hospital is clearly inadequate as a major regional hospital.
The choice before the State Government is to either upgrade the existing
Fremantle Hospital, or to build a modern hospital on a site near Murdoch
University., It is proposed to eventually build a hospital on this site,
which is central to the region currently served-by Fremantle Hospital,



The Councl] and the Soclety strongly advocate commencement of this rather
than the planned expanslon of Fremantle Hospital. Already the Fremantle
Hospltal has expanded at the expense of residents and rateable property
and the extensions will require the demolition of many more homes in that
area. The major part of the proposed new development is planned as two
|17 Storey blocks In South Terrace. This expansion would generate serious
traffic problems, place intolerable strains on existing roads, and worsen
conditions for remaining residents, Buildings on this scale would
drastically alter the street scapes and skyline of Fremantle.

The Fremantle City Council and the Committee of the Fremantle Society

do not oppose the upgrading of existing facilities at Fremantle Hospital,
but strongly oppose its development as the major regional hospital. The
Fremantle City Council resolved at its July meeting to ask for an Environ-
mental Impact Statement on the proposed development.

If you have any comment please write to the Committee of the Fremantle
Society, P.0,Box B2, North Fremantle, 6159,

FREMANTLE SOCIETY SECRETARY

Owing to the resignation of Ruth Wight-Pickin, the Society is currently
without a Secretary. If a volunteer from the Society cannot be found

to replace her, we will have to provide funds to employ a Secretary,
Inflation has increased our operating costs (materials, printing and
postage,etc.) while sources of revenue (membership fees) remain unchanged
and the Society's funds are dwindling rapidly., It is impossible for

the Society to continue functioning without someone to fill this role.

The duties of the Secretary include attending monthly Committee meetings
and recording minutes, handling correspondence and maintaining the list
of members,

If you can offer assistance please write to the Fremantle Society, P.0.Box 82,
North Fremantle, €159 or telephone Veronica or Andrew White on 391971,

We would like to express our gratitude to Ruth for the valuable service
she has rendered the Society over the past two years.

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

These fall due at the Annual General meeting in November each year. The
enclosed renewal forms are for the current calendar year, Therefore,
those members who have not renewed their subscriptions are requested

to do so now, Because of soaring costs it is likely that unfinancial
members will not receive issues of this newsletter in future,

New members, who join this year will not be required to renew their
subscriptions for 1976 if they join in the two month peried prior to
the Annual General meeting.

Members who have altered their addresses are asked to notify the Secretary,
Fremantle Society, P.0,Box 82, North Fremantle, £159,



HELP WANTED

Help is wanted with folding and posting the newsletter. |f you could
spare a few hours every couple of months, your time would be much appre-
ciated. A group of volunteers who would assist with routine tasks such
as this is badly needed.

If you are willing to help please write to the Fremantle Society, P.0.Box 82,
North Fremantle, 6159, or telephone Veronica or Andrew White on 391917.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

During the year, Olive Petherick, Helen Mills, Ruth Wight-Pickin and
Bill Anthony have resigned from the Fremantle Society Committee because
of other commitments. The Committee would like to thank them for their
contribution to the Society,

John White and Don Whittington have now been co-opted to the Committee,

Any interested members are invited to nominate for the two vacant positions
remaining by writing to Les Lauder, 75, Ellen Street, Fremantle, or

ringing Les on 356308,

NEW MEMBERS

A. & B, BOLAS, MRS, LILLY BROWN, STEPHEN CLARKE, R. D. ELLIOTT, D, M. GELL,
D. O'KEEFE, R, R. & M. P. LAKE, MRS. MARY LANE, MRS, MAY LISTER,
D. &8 R, PEARCE, MISS LORNA TAYLOR.

REPORT FROM HISTORICAL RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Since receiving our grant from the federal government, we have purchased
the following items:-

1. 2 Sony tape recorders with inbuilt microphones and 4 dozen tapes.

2. Books. C.M.H. Clark - a short history of Australia
F.K. Crowley - Australia's Western third
G.C. Bolton - A fine country to starve in
Hitchcock - History of Fremantle
Colebatch, Sir H.P. - A story of a Hundred years: W.A,, 1829-1929
Swan, K.J, et al - Historians at work

The Duffields of Bicton
Men of Western Australia

We have now completed 12 interviews, and these are being typed out, These
have been transcribed from the tapes.

As there are only L perscns actively involved in interviewing, and it is
done in their spare time, | consider this a very good achievement.

| hope this will encourage some of our less active members to come forward
and offer their help. We now have 30 people on our lists, waiting to

be interviewed.

We have also been advertising for old photographs of Fremantle: people;

places and events. This has been successful, and our collection is growing.
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THE ORAL HISTORIAN

The oral historian, like the gold fossicker, is apt to find out that

it's a long time between nuggets, Desplte this, however, the fascination
never falls - how could it, when one can be rewarded by such items as an
eye~wltness description of Fremantle durlng the Gold Rush (pure Klondyke!)
or the casual announcement that C.Y. 0'Connor "often dropped in at home
for breakfast'.

And then, the sheer charm of many of Fremantle's pioneers, plus their
pleased surprise at having their reminiscences taken seriously, for a
change. And the heart-warming mutual devotion of some old couples. The
photographs brought out, some of them given to us, ''because the children
will only burn them when we've gone''. And the lovely afternocon teas

turned on by many of the spryer old ladies - | would't miss interviewing
for the world.

Joan Brodsgaard

If you are interested in helping to interview old Fremantle residents,
please contact Marie Scott on 394867,

THREAT TO THE EVAN DAVIES BUILDING

LITERARY: INSTITUTE |
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The Evan Davies building in South Terrace, which is classified by the
National Trust is owned by the Fremantle City Council. Formerly a library
it is now the home of the Harbour Theatre which has developed successfully

in the building over the past 13 years and is Fremantle's only theatre
activity.

The Council decided in 1972 to demolish the building when the library
moved from it and establish a park on the site, however, this did not
occur and Harbour Theatre was allowed to continue functioning.



The group made application for a National Estate grant in 1974 for an
architect's report on the feasibility of converting the building into

a modern theatre., The Council was notified and no objection was raised
until the grant came through. When the matter was raised in the full
Council it voted to accept the funds and to await the outcome of the
report.

The Parks and Reserves Committee, when preparing its programme for the
budget discussed the alternatives of demolishing all the building on

the site or retaining the Evan Davies in a landscaped setting. |t decided
to defer the matter until it received the report,

A special meeting of the Council's Executive Committee was held on
August 15th to examine the report. |t recommended that the building be
demolished. This extraordinary and arbitary recommendation was made
despite the fact that the Harbour Theatre, National Estate, the Parks
and Reserves Committee, other Councillors, and the public had not
received the report; nor were they given the opportunity to comment

or put forward proposals. What makes it even harder to understand is
that the report contains a feasible and attractive proposal for a modern
theatre, a facility very much lacking in Fremantle. The report also
questions locating a park on this site,

At the special budget meeting on August 21st the full Council voted
9 to 7 to refer the matter to the Parks and Reserves Committee to be
considered at its next meeting.

What can the Fremantle Society do to help? Its members on Council led

the opposition to the Executive Committee's recommendations and Society
committee members have met with the Harbour Theatre to examine ways of

assisting them. It was decided to distribute a petition requesting the
Council not to demolish the building but instead establish a theatre as
outlined in the report.

All interested members and friends are asked to write expressing their
opposition to the demolition to The City Manager, City of Fremantle,

8 William Street, Fremantle befcre Monday September 15th, which is the
next Council meeting date,

|f you wish to help in any way please ring Joyce Birch, 2 Thurloe Street,
Bicton on 394732 or 356422 (work) or Les Lauder, 75 Ellen Street,
Fremantle on 356308,



Fremantle ...

1832
G.F. MOORE, 18 DEC. 1832

“What was Fremantle then? (in 1830} a bare, barren-looking
district of sandy coast; the shrubs cut down for fire-wood, the
herbage trodden bare, a few wooden houses, many ragged-looking
tents and contrivances for habitations — our hotel, a poor public
house, into which everyone crowded — our colony, a few cheer-
less dissatisfied people with gloomy looks, plodding their way
through the sand from hut to hut to drink grog, and grumble
out their discontents to each other; a stranger (a sailor in par-
ticular) could not admire the settlement. Now there is a town
laid out in regular streets of stone houses with low walls, and in
some places palisades in front; two or three large well kept inns
or hotels, in which you can get clean beds and good private
rooms. The soil there is loam resting upon a stratum of easily
worked limestone, and possessing a fertility almost exceeding
belief, with abundant water near the surface.’

PERTH GAZETTE 2/3/33, p. 34. Leading article

‘.. . The Improvements at Perth and Fremantle, have been for
some time rapidly progressing, and from the substanial style of
the buildings, the former being of brick, the latter of stone, throw
the earlier specimens of domestic architecture deeply in the
shade , . .

. .. Great expenses have been incurred at Fremantle in erecting
stone walls around each allotment, in order as it was supposad,
to secure them from the drift sand; the object however, has been
defeated: in many instances since the unsightly appearance of
these walls, we should hope, will lead to the discontinuance of a
regulation which condemns the inhabitants to perpetual imprison-
rment ., ."

1833

G.F. MOORE, 24th MAY, 1833

This settlement is, however, rapidly rising in strength and com-
fort. Hotels and lodgings are to be had — shelter and food for the
stranger. This was not the case at first with our settlers, who
suffered severe privations, and who in many cases expended
their strength and substance in preparation for others, who are
now reaping the benefit of the first sacrifices.

Some of our colonists, who have returned from Launceston,
report that town inferior to Fremantle, which has undoubtedly
improved considerably, comfortable stone houses rising in all
directions. Water has been found in abundance, and the sand is
discovered to possess most fertilising properties. [t seems to rest
upon a stratum of limestone at no great depth, and this sub-
stance, though until lately despised, is now highly valued. An
hotel has been built, and the sccommaodation which it affards, as
to be bed and board, are good, and moderate in charge.’

1834

F.C. IRWIN. ‘The state and position of Western Australia . . .°
LONDON 1835,

'On approaching Fremantle from the sea, the site of the town
is indicated by a handsome octagonal building of white cut
stone, erected near the edge of a precipice, which overhangs the
mouth of the river. On landing, the stranger has the pleasure of
entering -a small but neat town, with wide streets, some of which
have been macademized. The streets are laid out at right angles
with each other, and the houses are constructed aither of white
stone, or of wood that is painted over. There is an abundance
of fine limestone on the spot, it is probable that this will be the
material chiefly resorted to for building there in the future.
Fremantle contains several hotels where traveller may partake of
excellent accommodation and a good table. The principal one is
equal in appearance and comfort to a good English country inn,
The shops and stores are provided with almost everything settlers
are likely to require. . .’

F.C. IRWIN

‘In going by land from Fremantle to Perth, the traveller follows
the road to Preston Point, which is a mile and a half higher up the
estuary; where he finds a horse-ferry to take him to the opposite
bank, from whence there is a road . . . leading directly to Perth,
this road is through a sandy tract, generally loose, and mostly an
open forest. Midway there is a good hotel, built of stona, and
two stories high.,'

PERTH GAZETTE, 10/4/34

‘Disgraceful outrage committed by the privates of the 45th, 65th
and 63rd Regts. at Garden lIsland . . . it is enough for us to know
that they were on shore (perhaps it is reported, to do washing)
and wantonly set fire to the island, occasioning the destruction
of the buildings erected by Governor Stirling as his temporary
residence at the commencement of the colony, the barracks, the
stores, and several huts and outhouses . . .°

.+ through
the years




