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Demolition of

Robb Jetty
Abattoir

The Fremantle Society is aware that the demolition of the
Robb Jetty Abattoir buildings i1s imminent.

. The complex of brick buildings represents significant
| industrial heritage of our State.

We understand the demolition is being undertaken under
the control of the Building Management Authority on
behalf of the WA Meat Commission and the Department of
Commerce and Trade, and that Landcorp intends to de-
velop the site as a light industrial estate after the demolition
is finished.

The significant complex of buildings, mainly warehouse
and freezer storage, is constructed in traditional English
bond and includes a magnificent red brick chimney. We
believe that the chimney and some of the buildings from the
1920"s must be retained.

Given that the Abattoir is Government owned, we assume
that one of the four Government agencies mentioned above
has brought the demolition to the attention of the Heritage
Council of WA as intended by the spiritof the Heritage Act,
and that some assessment of the heritage worth of the
complex has been undertaken.

We have written to the Heritage Council and asked them
what steps have been taken to assess the significance of the
industrial heritage buildings at Robb Jetty Abattoir.

* The complex of brick buildings at Robbs Jetty represents Ralph Hoare
significant industrial heritage of our State. President



| Fremantle Society Executive Committee for 1995 H

President

Vice President

Secretary
Treasurer
Committee

Ralph Hoare
John Dowson

John Richmond
Alessio Capell
Ron Davidson

Adele Gaskin

Trevor Knowles

7 Russell Street, Fremantle WA 6160

12 Mouat Street, Fremantle WA 6160

58 Watkins Street, White Gum Valley

62a The Promenade, Mt Pleasant WA 6153
24 Fothergill Street, Fremantle WA 6160
28 Finnerty Street, Fremantle WA 6160

72 Hampton Road, Fremantle WA 6160

Paddy Pemberton 49 Solomon Street, Fremantle WA 6160

John Dethridge

Bryn Davis
Michael Lees
John Wearne
Ken Posney

77 Solomon Street, Fremantle WA 6160
17 Charles Street, Fremantle WA 6160
79 Solomon Street, Fremantle WA 6160
71 Ellen Street, Fremantle WA 6160

2 Blinco Street, Fremantle WA 6160

Ph 430 6822
Ph 335 2113
Ph 335 9923
Ph 316 3869
Ph 430 6096
Ph 336 2130
Ph 335 1648
Ph 335 8788
Ph 335 9476
Ph 336 3355
Ph 335 9858
Ph 335 8548
Ph 336 2163

Fremantle Society Subcommittee Convenors for 1995

Heritage John Dowson 12 Mouat Street, Fremantle WA 6160 Ph 335 2113
Publications John Richmond 58 Watkins Street, White Gum Valley Ph 335 9923
Finance Alessio Capelli  62a The Promenade, Mt Pleasant WA 6153 Ph 316 3869
Prison Ron Davidson 24 Fothergill Street, Fremantle WA 6160 Ph 430 6096
Social Adele Gaskin 28 Finnerty Street, Fremantle WA 6160 Ph 336 2130
Archives John Wearne 71 Ellen Street, Fremantle WA 6160 Ph 335 8548
Membership  Alessio Capelli  62a The Promenade, Mt Pleasant WA 6153 Ph 316 3869
Planning Ralph Hoare 7 Russell Street, Fremantle WA 6160 Ph 430 6822
Oral History  Alice Smith 17 Murray Road, Palmyra WA Ph 339 4486
H New Members as at June 1995

Hon. Dr Carmen Lawrence MHR 13.6.95  Ms Judith Wheeler 22.6.95

Membership

Following the introduction of computer invoicing this year the rate of renewal of memberships has increased

considerably.

There are still some people who have not renewed theirmembershipin 1995, Please check the address label which
will indicate your membership “paid to date” and renew your subscription if necessary.
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Robb Jetty

by John Dowson

With the demolition of the old Robb Jetty abattoir and the imminent biotechnology park about to go ahead, it is
timely to reflect on some of the historical aspects of that area.

Robb was Captain George Robb who arrived at the Swan River Colony on January 15th, 1830 as captain of the
“Leda.” He judged that the new Colony would be a good place to invest in. He secured a 2000 acre grant south
of Fremantle, taking in most of what is now Hamilton Hill and Coolbellup. He moved his ship just south of
Catherine Point, and after offloading stock, grain provisions, and building materials forhis new property, he sailed
away, leaving Sidney Smith to establish the farm. He never returned to Fremantle. The land was later abandoned,
occupied by squatters, claimed by Charles Manning, and in 1887 reclaimed in the Supreme Court by the
government. Al the turn of the century Robb's land was subdivided at the same time as the coastal strip between
Fremantle and Coogee became the industrial zone it is today, the backyard for Fremantle where anything that
smelt or was dangerous was dumped.

The area south of Fremantle was heavily involved in the Goldrush boom years from 1892, Jandakot, with its
wooden plank roads running over the sand, provided fruit and vegetables to the goldfields. The Fremantle
Smelting Works belched smoke into the sky as it processed lead and base bullion from Kalgoorlie, though
complaints about pollution brought a negative response from management: “Regardin g the production of smoke
and fume from our works. As long as lead smelting is carried on, so will these be the result. You may as well ask
the Astronomer Royal to change the currents of air around Fremantle as ask us to condense these, and T am SOITY
that it is beyond our powers to minimize their production. By the way, you do not state where the wholesale
destruction of vegetation is taking place.” The slaughter houses at Robb Jetty supplied meat for the miners. The
meat business was almost entirely in the hands of two companies — Forrest, Emanuel & Co: and Con nor, Doherty
and Durack. The “Kimberley Meat Ring” charged very high prices. The Premier's brother, Alexander Forrest,
and the Emanuel brothers controlled much of the trade and the shipping of stock, and at Fremantle Alexander
Forrest had an interest in the wholesale butchers firm of I.J. and R.H. Holmes. In 1898 a railway from Fremantle
to Robb Jeity was opened, and Forrest Emanuel & Co. added a boiling-down works to the slau ghter house, a bone
mill, a blood manure factory and skin drying sheds. An explosives magazine was built in the sandhills next to
the slaughter houses at Robb Jetty for supplying the goldfields. At 6am one morning the night watchman Thomas
Whelan went to investigate a light glowing where the explosives were stored, and was blown to pieces when the
magazine exploded. The noise was heard 8 miles away.

In 1903 the railway was extended from Robb Jetty to Woodman Point and the explosive magazines were moved
there. The site for the new magazine was the old headquarters of the Fremantle J ockey Club, a quality track with
windmill and reticulation pumps. When the Club closed they donated the 800 pounds left in credit to the newly
established Fremantle Golf Club.

As the abattoirs at Robb Jetty are demolished, the opportunity exists for the community to get prime beach land
righton Fremantle's doorstep. A technology park can go anywhere. If planners cut the residential and recreational
component of this area too far, we will be Robbed again.

This article was written with material from: “Cockburn, The Making of A Community”, 1978, with permission
of the author Michael Berson.
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“Misuse of Clause 69 Continues”

by Ralph Hoare

In May this year the Fremantle Society exposed in the local press the low standard of the restoration of the Davilak
Tavern in South Fremantle.

The Davilak Tavern redevelopment is similar to many other wholesale redevelopments currently happening in
Fremantle where Planning Approval for the development incorporates a considerable density bonus.

The purpose of the density bonus provisions whether granted using Clause 69 or 63 of the Town Planning Scheme
is to offer the developer an incentive to conserve and restore the buildings on the site that have heritage value.

When the Davilak Tavern redevelopment is completed it will have 10 dwellings, a tavern, a drive-in bottleshop
and bottlestore, and carparking for all these uses. If the bonus provisions of Clause 69 were not applied, the site
could only have been developed with 6 dwellings. The extra profit realised on the building and selling of these
extra dwellings is considerable and hence the developer’s driving force.

The only possible reason that the community can accept the use of the density bonus clauses is if the quality and
accuracy of the conservation/restoration of the retained heritage buildings is to an acceptable standard. If the
outcome is not a quality development then what has the community gained.

The standard of the restoration of the two storey verandah to the main tavern building in the view of the Fremantle
Society is just not acceptable.

To back our concemns, photographs of the Davilak Tavern taken in 1905 were found in the Local History
Collection of Fremantle Library. The photographs clearly show the features of the original verandah that have
NOT been incorporated into the current restoration.

1. The original verandah was considerably wider than the current verandah.

2. The original verandah had three posts on each of the corners of the truncated section under the tower. The
current verandah has only two posts.

3. The original verandah posts on the upper and lower levels were in the same alignment. The posts on the
upper and lower levels of the current verandah do not align.

4. The original verandah posts were decorated with timber corner treatments (painted light). The posts on the
current verandah have no decorative corner treatments,

5 The current verandah has cement fibreboard lattice under the first floor level. The use of cement fibreboard
in this situation is totally inappropriate.

6. The current verandah has inappropriate diagonal steel struts that support the upper level of the verandah.
There are other less obtrusive ways to support the upper level of the verandah that will not compromise the
architectural integrity or heritage of the building.
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On a positive note, it is not too late for this inadequate restoration to be corrected. The Society understands that
Council has written to the developers following our public pressure and has asked that many of the items listed
above be rectified.

The Society has also asked the Council not to issue the strata titles for the development until the rectification work
is completed. This control mechanism is a powerful tool in forcing developers to correct faulty or inadequate
work.

The standard of restoration the community expects on high-profile developments like the Davilak Tavern
redevelopment is that as seen on the Evan Davies Building (now the Dome Coffee Shop) and the Sail and Anchor
Hotel.
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Fremantle Bibliography Project

by Larraine Stevens — Local History Collection Librarian.

Work began earlier this year at the Fremantle City Library to catalogue material held in its Local History
Collection on to a database.

The aim of the project is to eventually produce a bibliography on the area. To date a bibliography has not been
compiled that lists the variety of material available (books, pamphlets, journal articles, oral histories, films, etc).
In the future it is hoped that the holdings of other libraries and institutions will be incorporated onto the database.

Three hundred and seventy records are presently entered, and continued funding will mean additional records
can now be added by an experienced contract cataloguer,

This is an exciting project and one which will lead the library to be acentral point for anyone conducting research
into the area.
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' “Australia I — The Dilémlim”

by Ralph Hoare

L =

Most Australians will remember that great day in 1993 when Australia Il won the America’s Cup from Denis
Connor in the last race of a best of seven series off Newport Rhode Island, New York.

The builduptothe America’s Cupdefence off Fremantle in 1987 was intense. Fremantle survived the tremendous
development pressures and by the goodwill of those that steered Fremantle through those turbulent years we have
been blessed now with a better city.

The Bond Syndicate Australia II was replaced by Australia ITI but neither of these sleek 12 metre beauties were
able to beat the even faster Kookaburra’s of the Parry Syndicate that eventually went on to defend the America’s
Cup for Australia. Unfortunately Kookaburra IT was not fast enough to keep the cup and Denis Connor won back
the **Auld Mug” for the Americans in a fizzer of a series in 1987.

Following completion of the work horse role of Australia II for Australia I1I and the loss of the cup back to
America, Australia I was taken and displayed in the new Australian Maritime Museum at Darling Harbour in
Sydney.

In 1994 the Federal Government recognised the State significance of Australia IT and the Prime Minister gifted
Australia II to the people of Fremantle.

As with may gifts they are not always completely free of strings. Where and how Australia IT will be displayed
for public viewing is now a vexing challenge for Fremantle.

The Australian Maritime Museum in Sydney cost in the order of $50 million dollars to construct and to fit out
with displays, Is this the burden of the gift to the State and to Fremantle. Where will the money come from and
where can such a large building be located in Fremantle without upsetting the balance of our unique city.

The Fremantle Society is not opposed to the return of Australia I1. OQur concerns rest with the cost and location
of the building or structure to house the boat and the impact of this structure on the builtenvironment of Fremantle.

It is not proposed to display the boat in the open where the impact on the environment and the cost would be
relatively small instead the boat is intended to be displayed inside an environmentally controlled structure or
building, fully rigged and with sails set.

The height of such a structure or building would be at least 7 storeys and have a price tag of between $10 to 520
million dollars. The west end of Fremantle has only two buildings that come any where near the height needed.
These are the Fremantle Hospital and the Port Authority building. Both these buildings exceed the four storey
height limit that is in place in the west end of Fremantle to protect the heritage environment of this area.

The Fremantle Society was invited to join the Steering Committee of the housing of Australia IT under the
direction of the Western Australian Maritime Museum. The views outlined in this article have been consistently
represented to that committee together with the need for a detailed study of the issues and possible sites.

In about May this year, the Steering Committee selected a firm of consultants to undertake a study and to analyse
possible sites. About 12 sites between the Fremantle Sailing Club in the south to the Fremantle Bridge in the north
have been identified as possibilities. Some are extremely sensitive while others are extremely costly to develop.
At the moment there is no clear or logical location,

The dilemma of whether to or not to, or where to or not to, or how to or not to display an icon of our collective
affection needs a creative solution.

The Fremantle Society will continue to work with the Steering Committee to help solve this thorny problem. The
comments of Society members and sympathisers will help untangle this matter.
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Navy Club Stop Work

by Ralph Hoare

r"-

* The Navy Club building with its criginal 1890s focade. Photo courtasy of The Wast Australian.

On Monday 26 June, 1995 while passing the Navy Club site on the corner of Marine Terrace and Mouat Street,
Fremantle, I noticed that the original ashlar render on the face of the recently exposed original facade of the two
storey building was being jack hammered off.

sSurely the Council would not have given approval for the removal of the ashlar render which is or was very intact.

Irecall when the redevelopment proposals for this building were being discussed by the Planning Committee that
fully authentic restoration of the facade was always a requirement. The facade without the deeply revealed ashlar
rendering would not seem to meet the basic requirement of authentic restoration.

l advised several Councillors of my concerns and wrote to the Council asking them to take the appropriate steps
to stop the destructive work and to insist on a proper restoration.

Council acted promptly and immediately issued a stop work order on the developer until this matter is resolved.

Ashlar Render: Renderorstucco plaster shaped to resemble square hewn stone, usually as a facing torubble walls.
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Saving the Orient Hotel

by John Richmond

The recent waterfront dispute involving developer Len Buckeridge is not the first time he has been involved in
controversy in Fremantle. The Fremantle Society enlisted the help of the Builders Labourers Federation (BLF)
in 1974 to stop him demolishing the historic Orient Hotel, built in 1903.

Despite the fact that the building was, even at that time, classified by the National Trust of which Mr Buckeridge
was a member, he planned to demolish the building and replace it with a two storey glass and aluminium boat
showroom.

The Orient is one of the most important buildings in the West End retaining most of its original features. It
epitomises the architecture of the period for which the whole West End was recommended as a conservation area.

The then President of the Fremantle Society, Mr Les Lauder, enlisted the help of the BLF who imposed a Green
Ban on the demolition work. At the time the Fremantle Society labelled the proposal to demolish the building
‘public vandalism’ and used the case of the Orient to raise awareness of the need for heritage legislation in the
State.

Through the hard work of the Society, and with the support of the BLF, Len Buckeridge shelved his plans to
demolish the building which remains for us to admire as an important historical feature of the West End.

The Orient is now undergoing restoration and the Fremantle Society looks forward to a quality restoration of such
a key landmark of the West End.

Phil Pendal spills the beans |

— -

On the 12th May 1995 Mr Phil Pendal ML A, chairperson of the Select Committee on Heritage Laws addressed
the Societies General Meeting on the findings of the Select Committee,

Thanks go to Mr Pendal for a frank presentation of his Committee’s findings and for providing the catylist for
a lively debate on the issues, that was enjoyed by the Society members present.
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| Stop that Verandah

by Ralph Hoare

The Park Hostel, formerly the Park Hotel on the comer of Parry and Ellen Streets, Fremantle is currently
undergoing changes to its verandah. The Council owns this boarding house which is situated on one of the
principal routes into and through Fremantle and as such the building is highly visible. (The Park Hotel was
featured on the front cover of “Fremantle” in the February, 1994 issue.)

The Council purchased the building and undertook an upgrade to the interior of the building during the America’s
Cup period with the help of Commonwealth funds. The original verandah was not upgraded or reinstated at that
time because of insufficient funds and a desire that the job should be done properly.

The current verandah upgrade appears only to be a cantilevered balcony and does not appear to be anything like
areinstatement of the original iron and lace verandah nor does the work appear to be a first step towards a proper
reinstatement.

The Fremantle Society has written to and requested that the Council stops work on the project and re-evaluates
the matter, such that what is built 1s at least a first step towards a full and proper restoration of the verandah,
something in which the Council can take pride.

THF BEST
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PARRY & ELLEN STS.
FREMANTLE.

* Park Hotel, Pamry Sfreet, Fremantie. Photo courtesy Mrs. Olds
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Response to the Select Committee
on Heritage Laws

by John Dowson

The Fremantle Society provided a detailed submission to the Select Committee on Heritage Laws in December
1993 (see February 1994 newsletter). The Select Commiltee presented its report to parliament in January of this
year, calling for community comment,

The Fremantle Society has written to the Minister for Heritage, the Hon. K.R. Lewis ML A, and the main points
of our letter are outlined below.

|.  The broadening of heritage legislation to cover areas such as heritage precincts, and movable heritage.
though it wishes to aks that significant interiors also be given protection under the Act.

2. The rewriting of the Act in simpler language.

3. Therequirement that all statutory bodies and departments review mechanisms to protect heritage they may
be involved with.

4. The provision of effective conservation incentives.

5. The mtroduction of powers to allow the Minister to enforce conservation along with issuing Stop Work
Orders.

6.  That funding for heritage be significantly increased.

The Fremantle Society does not support:
1.  The exclusion of the natural environment from the charter of The National Trust.

2. The replacement of the present Heritage Council of Western Australia with a body known as the State
heritage Places Authority. The public of Western Australia is beginning to understand and appreciate the
role of the Heritage Council and it would be counter productive to begin again,

3.  Thesmallnumber of places that will be accorded legislative protection with the proposed State Priority List.
The Fremantle Society wishes to see a quicker and simpler means of listing process is far too slow as
evidenced by Heritage Council spokeswomen Alison Maggs in The Sunday Times (4/6/95) stating that the
target was to put 80 buildings on the register each year. The Select Committee Report considers that there
could be in the order of 700 places of State Priority in Western Australia, but it is estimated by us that
approximately 5000 places are significant enough to warrant protection from demolition. While The
Fremantle Society agrees with a tiered system of listing (State Priority, then National Trust classification,
followed by Local Priority), it is essential that development approvals be required for National Trust
classified places to accord protection for more than just the icons of our heritage.

The Fremantle Society is fundamentally seeking two outcomes from your government — stronger heritage
legislation, with far more places protected under that legislation, and a vastly greater ongoing financial allocation
to the Heritage Council and the National Trust,
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'New Home for Photographic Collection

by Ralph Hoare

The photographic collection of the Fremantle Society has for some time now been stored informally in the
archival store of the Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library.

This month the loan of the photographic collection to the Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library was
formalised following resolution of the Committee.,

The photographic collection of the Fremantle Society will remain in the care and custedy of the City of Fremantle
in the Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library until such time as a formal request is received from the
Fremantle Society to return all or part of the photographic collection to the Fremantle Society.

For its part the Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library will incorporate the Fremantle Society
Photographic Collection into the general collection of the Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library in
such a way that it is always possible to identify and separate the collections.

The Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library will place astamp or sticker on the back of each photograph
of the collection for this purpose. The stamp will read “This photograph forms part of the Fremantle Society
Photographic Collection that is on loan to the City of Fremantle for the benefit of the Community. Copyright
remains with The Fremantle Society Inc. or the original owner if known.” Or words to that effect.

The Local History Collection of the Fremantle Library will catalogue and index the Fremantle Society
Photographic Collection and will provide catalogue and index details of all photographs in the photographic
collection to the Fremantle Society.

Photographs will be available for private and commercial use with the written permission of the Fremantle
Society. Money collected from commercial use of Fremantle Society collection photographs shall go towards
the upkeep of the Local History Collection or as directed by the Society.
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Green Plan - Update

by Bryn Davis

The plan, (floated in an earlier edition of the Fremantle Society Newletter) to link existing parks and reserves,
to create a wide circular park, has been taken up and expanded by the Fremantle City Council. An inaugural
meeting was called recently by the council's Chris Oughton, and was attended by eighteen coucillors, staff
members, group representatives and interested individuals.

The plan, when fully implemented, would link the river foreshore, over Cantonment Hill, the Army Barracks,
Arts Centre, John Curtin land onto Monument Hill - then through the Stevens Reserve, Lefroy Street tip site and
former bus depot to Clontarf Hill and from there through the South Fremantle tip site to the beach. Tt would then
follow the coastline past the Esplanade, Round House, Harbour front and back to the river foreshore.

The scheme would notend here, butsecondary links would radiate outwards—eg; through Monteal Street Reserve
and golf course to Gibson Park or the cemetary. Excellent linkages could also be established with adjacent
councils, eg; South Beach along the coast to Woodman's Point or Clontarf Hill through Dixon Reserve to
Manning Lake and the Beeliar Regional Park.

The linkages would include walking tracks, bike paths and theme planting. Where necessary, the council is
prepared to acquire land to create or improve these linkages.

A similar scheme is already approved in North Fremantle — the Leighton Pensinsula Park, which links all the
riverfront lands to the beachfront, through Buckland Hill. The area of most concern at the moment are the
developments at Pier 21 and the Anchorage Site.

Review of the Constitution

by John Richmond

The Fremantle Society has had the same constitution since the incorporation of the Society in 1972. The
Committee has proposed that a review be undertaken to update the Constitution to ensure it is relevant and
appropriate o the current role and direction of the Society.

Some of the issues we will be looking at in particular include the objectives of the Society and procedural issues
such as the quorum and meeting protocols. We have the assistance of an honorary solicitor, Mr Jeremy Scudds,
who will assist in the review.

It is proposed to have the review completed and a draft of any proposed changes available for comment before
the next AGM in November 1995, when any proposed amendments will be put to the meeting.

If you would like further information on the review of the Constitution, have views which you would like to be
taken into consideration or would like to participate on the review committee please contact John Richmond,
telephone 335 9923 after hours.
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The Fremantle Society Inc.

P.O. BOX 828, FREMANTLE, 6160
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Fremantle Vision 2000

As part of its drive to improve Fremantle and provide a vision for
the future, The Fremantle Society is pleased to have Professor
George Seddon address the Society on his Vision for Fremantle

Professor George Seddon
"My View of Fremantle"

Friday 28th July, 1995 8pm
Maritime Museum
Cliff Street, Fremantle

George Seddon is a distinguished Fremantle Resident. Currently Professor Associate, Centre for
Studies of Australian Literature at the University of Western Australia, he was Dean of the
Faculty of Architecture and Planning at Melbourne University. He has also been the Director of
the Centre for Environmental Studies at the University of Melbourne and Professor of History and
Philosophy of Sclence at the Universily of NSW. Recently he was invited to join a group assessing
the heritage properties owned by the Commonwealth Government, and to give the Mawson oration
at the Academy of Science.

Further enquiries: Ralph Hoare, President, 430 6822
or Adele Gaskin 336 2130
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The Fremantle Society Inc.
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Adrrass sll cormrespondence: Honorary Secretary P.O. Box 828 Fremantia 6160

The Alms of the Soclety:

* 1o give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle
area « encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable residential and commercial district,
whilst retaining its character « encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and asthetic
value + ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and
aesthelic standards and serves the long term interests of the area -« further the development of the area as
a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre

Membership fee of §..................... paid to the Fremantie Soclety on ......... R e,

Note: The Soclety's financlal year commences on the first of November each year.
__ PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS

- Membership Application

NAME/S: Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Dr.

ADDRESS: el
TELEPHONE NO: Home Business — OCCUPATION
I wish to become a member of THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.
SIGNATURE DATE
Ordinary Membership $15 Q
Family Membership $20 . K A ) denewal
Corporate Membership sioo0 U
Organisation Membership $30 o D New Member
Student/Pensioner/Unemployed $5 d
Benefactor (Life Membership) $200 J

Please Indicate Interest in any of the following:

Planning (town and community planning, civic design, heritage listing)
Social activities (organisation, & fund raising elc)

Publications

Culural Development (arts, theatre, literature etc)

Conservation of built and natural environment

Oral History/Historical Research

Occasional Willing Hands (newslatier, collation, working bees elc)
Other interests - please specify

OOo0000000

PLEASE RETURN TO HON. SECRETARY, FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.,
P.O. BOX 828, FREMANTLE 6160
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' Review of Extended Licensing Hours

| by Adele Gaskin

As many of you are no doubt aware there are plans to amend the liquor act to allow hotels and taverns to remain

open until 2am,

This is fine for your average suburb where one large barn like pub services the entire area but it does have some
serious ramifications for Fremantle which has nine hotels in the inner city and six more within walking distance

of the city centre.

At the moment most of these hotels close between 10pm and midnight which leaves only the nightclub patrons
and the late night diners and coffee drinkers on the streets. If the West End hotels decide to take up the extended

hours the streets will be full of revellers and loud music for most of the night.

While the majority of these people are well behaved and responsible there is an element who get their kicks from
mindless vandalism and theft. This problem was really breught home to me while I was doorknocking fora friend
during the lead up to the recent council elections. Every householder who lived in the path of hotel patrons had
incredible tales of woe about damage to cars and property caused by intoxicated youth on the rampage. Many
of these residents have been fenced to take the law into their own hands and confront the offenders themselves.
In the light of the recent bashing of two policemen in the West End by five drunks on their way from a nearby
hotel. This is not a stand to be recommended.

It is for these reason the Society objects to the extension of hotel trading hours and suggests better enforcement
of the current liquor act as it relates to anti-social behaviour,

The vandals paths are well used and easily recognised by the trail of broken trees and damaged cars.

Our society is changing and more relaxed liquor laws are part of this change. We need to accept these changes
and make them work for most of our residents and not against them. To this end the Fremantle City Council has
put out a strategy for public safety for Fremantle entitled “The City Can Make a Difference”.

This well balanced and accessible little book sets out the problems and the council's role in ensurin g the safety
of it's citizens and the protection of their property.

Members are encouraged to get a copy of this book and make a submission to the council.
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The Fremantle Society Inc.
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Coming Up

In the next issue of "Fremantle” we will feature:

* FREMANTLE TOWN HALL
— New paint job
— Place in history
— Possibility as new headquarters
- Interior

* VICTORIA QUAY — WEST END

— Heritage study
e PLUS MANY MORE EXCITING ARTICLES.

Les Lauder
23 Suffolk Street
Fremantle 6160

Membership No: 12 Paid to; 1/11/99599




