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The south~westem end of Alma Street - six historic homes threatened by Fremanitie Hospital expansion,

THE BATTLE OF
ALMA STREET

OUR MAIN STORY: The ongoing struggle to hold Fremantle Hospital at bay.
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Navel Gazers

The Society's June Executive Committee meeting included a certain amount of collective
navel-gazing. Eyes directed downwards, we contemplated the Big Questions. Who are
we? What are we doing? Should we be doing more? Doing things differently? Where are
we going?

The removal of a tiny plug of lint allowed the light in. We'll ask the membership ...
Hence our Members' Forum on Friday August 9. At this meeting Les Lauder will outline
the reasons for founding the Fremantle Society and its early activities, Ralph Hoare will
describe the Society's more recent years, and then those members present will be asked to
examine the aims of the Society. Are they still relevant? Will they take us into the 21st
century? Are the aims sufficiently wide? Too wide? The Society's aims are described at
the top of our Membership Form, see the back of the Past Present Future Flyer. This is an
ideal opportunity to have your say about the Society. Do come.

As a member, are you aware that you are welcome to attend Executive Committee
meetings? These are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 8.00 pm. upstairs in the
terribly atmospheric timber-panelled Old Council Chambers in the Fremantle Town Hall.
Meeting dates for the rest of the year are as follows: August 6, September 3, October 1,
November 5 and December 3. The A.G.M. is on November 22, Committee members are
easily recognised: they're the ones huddling outside on the street, waiting for Ralph to
arrive at 7.58 with the key. (See Committee Photo for extra assistance.)

Although "Fremantle” appears only three to four times a year, the Executive decided to
invite you, our members, to write to us. Letters and short articles are equally welcome.
We would like to know your thoughts on heritage issues, general and specific. Is there a
heritage issue brewing in your neighbourhood? Do we need reminding of unfinished
business? The articles in this edition of "Fremantle" by Bryn Davis and Nicolas Gurr are
personal responses to the Fremantle Regional Strategy (FRS) and the Metropolitan Region
Scheme (MRS) Amendment. We would be pleased to hear from you. But be patient about
seeing your work in print.

Sufficient enlightenment?

Executive at Work:
standing {-r) Trevor
Knowles, Adele
Gaskin, Jurgen
Hinrichs, Nicolas Gurr,
Seated (I-r) Bryn

Alessio Capelli,
Prasident Ralph
Hoare, Absant: John
Dethridge. Ron
Davidson, Ken Posney,
Paddy Pemberton, On
camera Judy
Whesaler.




The Battle of Alma Street

The battle between two old adversaries the Fremantle Society and Fremantle Hospital has
erupted again.

In the early 1970's the Society entered into its first battle with Fremantle Hospital. The
Society opposed the Hospital's proposal to build two seventeen-storey towers on its present
site. The Hospital argued that it needed to expand and improve its facilities in order to
develop as a major regional hospital. That region, the South Metropolitan, was roughly
triangular in shape, with Fremantle, Rockingham and Armadale at each apex. The Society
argued that Fremantle was an unsuitable location for a major regional hospital: the hospital
was not easily accessed; Fremantle did not have a significantly large population to feed such
a hospital - approximately ninety per cent of patients (and their families) would therefore
have to travel some distance to use the hospital; the plans involved the destruction of a
viable old residential neighbourhood; and finally, the scale of the development was too
large for both the site and Fremantle. The Society was always in favour of improvements
being made, but wanted the hospital to make these changes on the site that it occupied at
that time. The resultant "compromise” involved the demolition of the hospital's immediate
neighbours. The original South Terrace Primary School was forced from the site, the
residential area bounded by Hampton Road, Alma, Attfield and Fothergill Streets was
demolished, and in order for a new Primary School to be built, more homes were
demolished in the block bounded by Alma, Attfield, Brennan and Stevens Streets. From
the ashes arose the appalling multi-storey 1970's cream brick and brown edifice that now
dominates the Fremantle sky-line. The hospital made iron-clad assurances that it would not
cross Alma Street.

In order to appease the Hospital's thwarted expansionist plans, and to provide the southern
metropolitan area with a large regional hospital, the Lakes Hospital Committee was formed.
The Committee had representatives from Fremantle City Council, the Fremantle Society,
the Liberal Government of the day, and of course, Health, Medical and Planning experts.
This group agreed unanimously on a site for the new hospital: it was to have been located
almost exactly where the Murdoch St John of God Hospital now stands. It was easily
accessible to freeway routes; the population in the area was growing and would continue to
grow. But with the election of the Burke Labor Government the Regional Hospitals' Plan
was scrapped. Fremantle Hospital again became the focus for expansionism and empire-
building.

The Hospital continued to develop on the site created by the decisions of the 1970's until
the early 1990's when it acquired, by stealth, five houses on the southern side of Alma
Street. Despite frequent reassurances over the years that it would not expand further, the
Hospital argued that the houses were needed as half-way houses for patients after their
release from the newly-constructed Psychiatric Unit on the northern corner of Hampton
Road and Alma Street. To the best of our knowledge, these houses have never really been
used for this purpose. The Society vehemently opposed the acquisition of the homes, not
because it discriminated against mentally ill people, as the Hospital continually argued, but
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because it regarded the acquisition as further destruction of a Fremantle neighbourhood and
a further erosion of the Fremantle City Council's ability to raise rates and support its own
community. Again, at the end of this dispute, the Hospital made assurances that it would
not expand further,

A new chapter of this tale of woe commenced in late 1995 when the Council and the
Hospital engaged consultants to prepare a study of the Alma Street Precinct. The study was
supposed to investigate and advise on the relationship between the hospital and its environs.
The report that followed however was a one sided affair that showed little or no regard to
the needs and wants of the local community,

The most obnoxious recommendation in the draft report suggested that the Hospital should
continue its practice of purchasing houses fronting Alma opposite the Hospital to form a
buffer. A buffer to what? Alma Street is already the buffer, These houses are the homes of
Fremantle residents who enjoy living where there are without the unacceptable threat of
being acquired to enable the Hospital to expand.

The Fremantle Society was quick to respond and raised the alarm in the local community.
The Council and the Hospital have subsequently been forced to debate the issues with the
local community and there is some hope that the major concern of the community, to stop
the expansion of the Hospital beyond its existing boundaries, will be supported by Council.

The Fremantle Society will continue to oppose the expansion of the Hospital beyond its
existing boundaries and will support the local residents in their fight to save their homes.

The moral of the tale: Fremantle Hospital is never to be believed and never to be trusted.
Its history of duplicity is a reminder that we must be eternally vigilant, and never give in.
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The Fremantie Society sfrongly oppose any extensions to the Fremantie Hospital.
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The Tannery

by John Dethridge

The West Australian Tanners and Fellmongers Pty Ltd established its business in Russell
Street in 1921. The tannery was recently placed into voluntary liquidation by the directors,
and factory operations closed in December 1995.

The process employed in the tannery was referred to, in industry terms, as "green" because
the main processing ingredient was wattle-bark. The Russell Street tannery was almost, if
not the last, surviving "green" tannery in Australia. Modern tanneries rely on chemically-
based processes.

Robert Cammarda, the manager of the tannery at the time of closure, is directly descended
from the original proprietors and has worked at the tannery all his life. His elderly mother
worked at the factory in her teens, and many a Fremantle identity can lay claim to "putting
in" at the tannery during some of their working life.

Whilst the factory process and equipment was upgraded periodically over the years, much
of the original workplace character remained intact right up until the closure, presenting an
almost Dickensian image on first impression,

Prior to dismantling and selling off the tannery's machinery and equipment, the history
section of the Fremantle City Council was invited to photograph the factory and arrange
oral history recording sessions with some of the former employees, and others who have
had a long association with the tannery. Whilst much of the evidence was anecdotal there
were other references to the land upon which the tannery was originally built. These were
discovered in the Battye Library. The excerpt at the end of this article suggests that Henry
Lefroy's Russell Street residence may be the residence on the tannery site.

When the tannery was built in 1921 it embraced a very old residence which from all
accounts was built in the 1830's by the military to accommodate the troopers who ran the
Round House. The building was constructed of limestone rubble walls and the roofing
material was compressed limestone laid directly over the top of thick timber (probably
jarrah) planking butted together and pitched at a very low angle from the centre of the
building to the sides. The underside of the boards served as the ceiling.

This type of design was identified as being similar to other residential structures of the
time. In fact another like building of 1830's construction still stands on Rottnest Island
today.

The old dwelling was converted for office use in 1921 after a new high roof was laid over
the top of the original roof. The butted boards remained as the ceiling and the compressed
limestone was retained, presumably for adaptation as an insulating agent. A new jarrah
floor was built into the manager's room in one part of the building and the remainder of
the floors were "dirt", as it is suspected they had always been. The building became
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obsolete as an office. The dirt floors were concreted and bitumenised, various dividing
walls opened up, and it became a store for much of the process raw materials and hides.

The building stands, today, remarkably intact, for the most part structurally stable, and
presents as a wonderful opportunity to resurrect a small piece of history for future
generations.

At the present time a conservation study of the whole of the tannery buildings is being
undertaken, and once the heritage issues are defined this building will be set aside on a
separate title with reasonable curtilege and be offered for sale. The building is about nine
metres wide and thirty metres long, and may lend to the creation of more than one
dwelling.

Once restored, it is easy to visualise using the building as fully functional visitors'
accommodation encapsulating the essence of our Fremantle environment.

Henry Maxwell Lefroy had a remarkably active and fertile mind and an ever active pen with which he wrote long and
interesting letters to his brother and sisters, on all manner of subjects... A greai many of those letters have been carefully
E-n;{arved, t::d [ fromthem, and from other family letiers, we are able to build a picture of that happy and industrious family
in Fremantle,

Lefroy arrived back in Western Australia, with his sixteen-year old bride Annette, on the 890-ton convict ship Sea Park
on 7 April 1854. There were also on board eighty-four pensioner guards and their families and 304 convicts. He had, as
we know, spent over fen years as an instructor, principally in mathematics, to midshipmen in the Roval Navy. He spent
the next five years as Assistant Superintendent of the Convict Establishment at Fremantle. In April 1859, he was promoted
to the position of Superintendent, a position he held uniil his retirement in 1875. They lived ar first in a small but
comfortable house in Russell Street, half a mile from the goal, but after his promotion he was able to transfer his family
into the much larger official residence, close by the prison gate.

Maxwell Lefroy retired in March 1875 on a pension, so thrift was the order of the day. The family moved back into their
limestone house in Russell Street where they were comfortably situated close to the sea. As they owned most of the land
between Russell and Howard Streets and some across South Terrace, there was plenty of space for gardening and for the
keepoftheir horses and milk cows. There wasno lessening of interest in his vineyard and orchard, where he now had 5,000
fig trees and 2,000 other trees as well as the vines.

Breakaways by W J. and E.M. de Burgh
St George Books, Perth 1981,
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The Russell Street Tannery. Conceadled behind the red brick frontage lies an 1830s
corwict-built imestone residence.
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MRS - the Cdnsultation Process
What’s Missing?

by Nicolas Gurr

There have been some remarkable changes in planning processes over the last few years -
from both State and Local Governments. Not so much because of a legislative change but
more because the initiators appear to want to be known as the "Good Guys", the "One(s)
who opened the process up!", the "One(s) who gave the people a voice!" Now, by way of
example, let's review the progress of the MRS Amendment 970/33, a much-heralded
consolidation of various studies and reports generated over the last twenty years; the aim of
which was a comprehensive planning strategy for Fremantle.

Extensive and wide-ranging public consultations were held, with the panels including
representatives from the Department of Planning and Development and Main Roads
Western Australia, and with local input validated by Local Government representative staff.
The voluminous input generated by these meetings was ostensibly evaluted, concentrated,
and after months of mastication by respective departments and Cabinet, ejected.

Sadly, the resultant outcome bore little resemblance to the source documentation from
which the purported outcome ostensibly arose. Rather, what was proffered was largely that
which Cabinet, in its wisdom, deemed to be the desired outcome. As a result, the
communities within which a substantial amount of energy had been initially generated were
left with feelings of anger (that their valued input had been so trivialised), sadness (that they
had been used so arrogantly), and with a vastly different perspective of how a State
Government "works". Clearly, the community consultation process, as evinced by these
debacles, has suffered from major shortcomings.

It's no better at Local Government level. Consider two recent examples in our own
Fremantle community. The Fremantle City Council currently has a policy to "consult with
the community” on major projects, an ostensibly admirable process. = However recent
events such as the South Beach Redevelopment, and to a lesser extent, the South Terrace
Refurbishment, indicate that despite the good efforts of Council, the community
consultation process as currently practised suffers from major short-comings. This is
clearly evidenced by the significant level of community dissatisfaction with the outcomes of
the South Beach Redevelopment, in particular, and, to a lesser extent, the South Terrace
Refurbishment.

It's simply not good enough for authorities to state that community consultation was
engaged in - the consultation must be effective.

David Utting, a local South Fremantle resident, has studied the consultative process and has
identified three shortcomings, these being:
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*  Community opinion was not adequately "mapped" during consultation in two ways.
Firstly, dissenting views were not adequately addressed and secondly, a diversity of
community members was not involved.

o During consultation professional advise was only proffered by engineers and
consultants intimately entwined in the project.

i The plans were not successfully translated from "images on paper" to the "lived
reality” of the final outcome.

Although these short-comings relate directly to community anger over the South Beach
Redevelopment, it is easy to translate them to the frustration that arises during almost all
community consultation situations.

It therefore seems appropriate that Council develop and implement an effective process to
ensure that those missing elements of consultation be included, so that when the next
development 1s proposed an effective consultation process will be in place throughout the
entire period of the development. But don't concern yourself with these challenges - just
vote for me - I'll sort it out - in the end.

The dredge from South Africa. Beached whilst awaiting the resuits of negotiations between South Beach
residents and Fremantie City Councll, The South Beach Redeveloprment looks set to cost an
extra $150,000 to achleve a “compromise solution.”
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Fremantle Herald - Thinking Allowed, 29 June 1996

Freo Council a coastal vandal

BRYMN DAVIS of Charles Streat, South Fre-
mante, s wal-known around town lof his
passionals views on 18500 which aftect Fra-
mantia's amenity, In thiz veek's Thinking
Allowed Bryn has a few things to say about
the subbject on evenybody's Bps, the redevel-
epment of South Baach.

THINKING ALLOWED and REFLEC-
TIONS olfer Herald readers the opportu-
nity i submil articles on any subject whatso-
ever. Thare ara onty four condiions: Don'tbe
bofing, don't be defamatory, don't be long
(pred about 400 words) and don'l forget a
short paragraph iamng'rug about yoursed!.
DONT take ey word for it - only-a personal
inspecton can reveal the extent of the de-
ginuction being wrought on South Beach by
the council’s curment activity,

WHATEVER else you do this week-
end, take time to visit the "dog beach”
adjacent to the Sailing Club to see for
yourself the true horror being perpe-
trated upon our beach by our own City
Council.

The land between the “parallel

groyne” and the beach is to be filled in,
::I an exceptionally beautiful
part of South Beach. The stated purpose
of this reclamation is to create an
acventure playground. But is it neces-
sary to destroy a natural adventure
pla}_;'gmwd to replace it with an artificial
one

There are at least two alternative sites
nearby which could be used, if it were
absolutely necessary to have an adven-
ture d on the beach. One

be the existing disused carpark
opposite Douro Road. But a much better
and co alternative would be for
the council to reclaim the land which has
been misa riated by the Fremantle
Yacht Club, adjacent to the proposed
development.

I would question the need for an
artificial playground, unrelated to the

water, where there
are sufficient
activities already
available. If the
council has the funds
to create an adven-
ture playground a
much more suitable
location would be
the old Montreal tip
site where it could be
argued there is a lack
of natural opportuni-
ties for adventure.

A further concemn
is that having once
created the site,
future councils
might decide to
replam the la}r
ground with some built structure for
whatever se, If we don't reclaim
this land in the first place then we
eliminate this possibility.

A similar problem exists with
reclamations planned around the central
groyme where the council intends mn
struct “covered al fresco dining areas”, in
other words a restaurant, possibly similar
to the Surf Club at Port Beach.

This would give rise to yet another

hysical and visual barrier between the
Emd and the beach. It would also create
the need for extra parking facilities so
that beach-goers would be competing
with diners - le who come not to
use the beach but to have it as a back-
drop for their main activity.

is could be further exacerbated

the fact that the four-wheel drives a
Volvos normally favoured by the
trendoids who frequent such locations
usually seem to require two bays when

k.
Wﬂmt of this development seems
disproportionate to the benefits deliv-

Storm clouds over South Beach. Wil the new groyne (on the right of photo)
- in ts modified form - be less intrusive?
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ered to beach-goers; I would argue that
we lose more, a lot more than we
actually gain. In fact it seems like a plan
developed by engineers regardless of the
needs of those it 1s meant to serve -
highly expensive and utterly disappoint-

ing.

%'hae massive inappropriateness of the
beach design gives rise to the suspicion
that the main motivation for the 1-
opment is commercial not social,

Of course there are some aspects of
the development that are highly com-
mendable, such as the jetty, which gives
rise to opportunities for “adventure”
actually related to the site. [ also fully
a ve of the proposed tree planting,

ade planth'ngl]:"zmeﬁ

The question now ans-as . what can we
do about it? There are many things.

First, having visited the beach and
formed your ewn opinion, support any
activities organised by the Friends of
South Beach such as this Sunday’s

“Second Shovel-In" to be hald at the
central atnoon. Sign the peti-
tions and attend a]iublx meeting to be
held at the Town Hall at a date soon to
be announced.

Beyond this on an individual basis,
spread the word to your friends, write
letters to the press, ring talk-back radio,
and, very importantly, lobby your local
councillors and council depamts
(planning and engineering, Mayor's
office), mand state ministers
(especially Ministers for Local Govern-
ment, Planning, Environment) - de-
manding an immediate moratorium on
the development and the removal of the
“parallel groyne”.

I certainly don't have all the answers
but the whole community consultation
should be restarted and, if nothing else,
this massive blunder will have focused
the community mterestma way that

should result ina that genuinely
suits the needs of goers and those
funding the changes.
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1992 Plan for the Redevelopmeant of South Beach.
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1996 Compromise Plan, Spot the difference.
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Fremantle Regional Strategy

by Bryn Davis

The Fremantle Regional Strategy (FRS), when it was first planned, promised to bring
together all the previous studies into one grand, co-ordinated master plan for Fremantle.
That was the promise. The reality is that we have simply been delivered a plan for major
road-works from one end of Fremantle to the other - the Fremantle section of the North-
South coastal highway.

It is a plan that takes massively from Fremantle and gives nothing in return. Its chief
benefit is for those who live outside the Fremantle area.

The plan proposes the widening of Stirling Highway, a new four-lane highway to be built
on the western side of the railway line along the coastal section adjacent to Leighton and
Port Beaches. The hundred year old Railway Hotel is to be demolished. An industrial area
is to be consolidated around the existing petrol tanks with a buffer zone of light industry.
Potential parkland between the ra1h=|,'a:',»r line and the beach from Leighton all the way up to
the Montessori school is to be given over for unspecified development, possibly, a
resort/convention centre and up to three-storey residential, destroying forever the ocean
views now enjoyed from the railway and Stirling Highway. This development would also
blur the boundaries between Fremantle and the Northern suburban sprawl.

One would expect that Fremantle, having to pay such a high price for a through-road,
would be generously compensated - but NO! The Leighton Peninsula Regional Park,
proposed in the Draft Copy, has been deleted. Further, if we want Cypress Hill, we have
to buy it. (Compare this to the four million dollars paid by the government to one
individual for a "beer garden" in Northbridge.) The plan also makes no mention of
heritage, nor does it resolve the threat to Clontarf Hill.

This horror plan (which includes other problems not discussed here) attracted 544
submissions, a huge response by any standards, but the result was only minor changes to
the final draft. The only two modifications were the result of political interference.
Firstly, the section of Cypress Hill opposite Mr Lewis' (the current Minister for Planning)
proposed new home was added to the reserve. Secondly, the section of Canning Highway
in the Amendment had road reservations and demolitions removed at the insistence of
Barbara Scott - East Fremantle resident and Liberal MP who threatened to cross the floor
and oppose the bill unless these modifications were made. So much for public consultation
and input!

What is required before Fremantle's residents and the city's heritage get the recognition and

funding that it fully deserves? Or will this not happen while Fremantle is viewed as a "Safe
Labor seat"?
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There were some minor victories in the MRS Amendment saga. These two building on Canning
Highway in East Fremantle were to have been fruncated. The Society brought
the plight of these buildings to the attention of the authorities.
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Heritage Week 1996

—

It is difficult to evaluate this year's Fremantle Heritage Week as there still has been no
formal meeting for organisers to discuss the relative success of their activities. Certainly,
there were a wide, and interesting, range of activities on offer, but it seemed a low-key
celebration. Why, for instance, were the most prominent banners in our fair city
celebrating the centenary of the fledgling AFL instead of proclaiming Heritage Week?
Why was it that the soon-to-be-closed Town Hall Shop had no special Fremantle heritage
souvenirs on its shelves, when in the past it had successfully flogged Fremantle
paraphernalia? The answers, of course, are political and economic.

Society member Bryn Davis was involved in organising both the Bike Ride and the tree-
planting ceremony, Planting for the Future, The bike ride attracted about ninety keen
cyclists, as well as five penny-farthings and intrepid riders. The organisers were pleased
with the two-hour ride, and plan to make it an annual event. The tree-planting was a low-
key affair, attended by Mayor Archibald. Professor Phil Jennings planted a Norfolk Island
Pine on the Esplanade, as part of Fremantle's pine replanting programme. The tree-
planting is also intended to become an annual event, and in future years will include a walk
linking all the planted trees.

The organisers of the Timber Houses Walk, one of the last events on the Heritage Week

calendar must have been overwhelmed by the response to their activity. Well-publicised by
the "Herald" and cunningly planned to begin and end at local South Fremantle watering-
holes, the Timber Houses Walk attracted hundreds of sticky-beaks, many of whom have
fallen in love with South Fremantle generally and with certain wood-framed houses in

particular.

Perhaps the highlight of Heritage Week was the Society's own "These questions are not too
difficult" Quiz Night.

The Society is looking forward to next year's Fremantle Heritage Week, and hopes that the
celebrations will be even bigger and better.

Sarmson Bond store. Home of the quiz night - soon to be fransfarmed Into West End Apariments,
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The Society’s Quiz N ight

In what year was the British flag first hoisted on the South Head of the Swan River at
Fremantle? Where is Tabasco? These were the first and last questions at the Society's
successful Heritage Week Quiz Night held upstairs in the wonderful old Samson's Bond
Store. Thirteen tables of eager quiz-nighters sat down to answer eighty questions. Almost
half the questions were Fremantle-related; at least three-quarters of the contestants were
Fremantle residents. The winners? Table Eleven, consisting of Society stalwarts and
friends, romped home, having already bagged the first of the table games. Second place
was shared, and decided by a speedy toss of the coin - an indicator of the friendly rivalry
and good spirits which prevailed during the evening.

The second table game, a limerick, was won by hard-working "Herald" chooks and friends.
They deserved their victory, having submitted an indecent number of entries.
Their winning entry:

There was a young person of Freo
A Sagittarian courting a Leo.
The Ascendant was wrong,

The Cappuccino too strong,
But still they cried out - Amore Mio!

The losing table, the babies of the evening, were treated to an instructional early morning
pub tour of Fremantle. It is understood this group plans a similar strategy at our next Quiz
Night.

Special thanks go to Richard Utting who was everything we had hoped for as Quiz Person
Extraordinaire. Witty, lucid, brave and sober.

Thanks also to all those local businesses which donated prizes:

Lauder and Howard Dome Fremantle
Granita’s Cafe Bengal Curry House Restaurant
The Railway Hotel Bodkin’s Bootery

Hewitt’s Art Bookshop ~ Edna Bererage Co

Desert Designs Fremantle Arts Centre Press
Port Liquor Store New Edition Bookshop
Fremantle Walk Tours Swanston Jewellers

Coastal Cinemas
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Spotto
More on the Park Hotel

Work on the facade of the Park Hotel began (after months of inactivity) some weeks ago.
Imagine President Hoare's horror when "supervising" the site in mid-late June he spotted
cream bricks being used on the facade on the north-eastern corner. A quick phone call
failed to reassure him. It didn't matter about the colour of the bricks, he was told, the
surface was to be rendered. But, the President persisted, the building had originally been
red-brick and tuck-pointed, and might be so again one day. So bricks and trowels were
downed until red bricks arrived on site. Currently, the north-east corner boasts new red
bricks laid above the new cream bricks. What next, one wonders?

Well, this I guess. More recently, Society member Les Lauder has been doing a spot of
snooping of his own in the same area, to discover that Council workers have recently
repainted one of the old buildings in the neighbourhood. On this occasion, the whole
building was painted thoroughly, including the front facade. According to Les, this had
been a perfectly good example of tuck-pointing and in good condition. Grrr.

Left: The Park
Hotel. On the
lower right are
the offending
cream and red
brick coursas.

Right: The
Esplanade
Hoteal.
Demolition
WOTK WQs
completed
naatly and in
secrat.

Esplanade Hotel

Newly-elected Councillor and Society member John Dowson was quick off the mark in
trying to prevent the proprietor of the Esplanade Hotel from ripping out original, interior
walls. Unfortunately John and others were unable to prevent the demolition. No sooner
had Council reconfirmed its approval than the builders were called in. A Heritage Council
meeting might have called a stop to the proposed work, but the work was as good as done,
before the meeting began. The Society notes that the Esplanade had failed to provide
alternatives to the proposed demolition as instructed by Council. Meanwhile, the Esplanade
continues its sprawl across Fremantle.
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Woolscourers Saved

Not all John Dowson's recent efforts have been in vain, however. Called to the Northbank
development in North Fremantle, John was instrumental in helping identify part of the
original heritage wool-scouring plant on the site. Now part of the plant is to be retained,
incorporated into "public open space”.

E-Shed News

The reconstruction of E-Shed at the western end of Victoria Quay continues apace.
Construction is expected to be completed in early September, with a grand opening on
September 6. The Shed is already fully tenanted, and will include two restaurants, a food
court, a fruit and vegetable market and a large number of stalls offering a wide range of
goods. If you're wondering about the colour scheme, expect to see what's already there,
but not necessarily in its current combination.

The Society has recently asked the Fremantle Port Authority to require the developer to
remove or modify the air conditioners from the roof of E-Shed. During the negotiations for
the relocation of the shed it was clearly stated to all potential developers that any air
conditioners must not be visible on the roof. The FPA advise that the air conditioners will
now be painted in magic silver/grey disappearing paint,

o~

B s g

The E-Shed comes together. Those seven boxes on the roof are, of course, air condifioning. They, and
others since added. were not on the original plans.
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Navy Club/Cafe Squeeze

It's all happening again on the site of the old Navy Club. The height of the new three-
storey appartment building and parapet was approved subject to it being clear of the
decorative frieze on the old Navy Club, but it will be both more bulky and prominent than
its gracious older sister. The front of the new appartment building on the old Navy Club
Bar site is in line with Port Lodge, but sits well forward of its left-hand sister, the Navy

Club.

We wait to see the if the decorative detail atop the Navy Building will be obscured,
damaged or demolished when construction of the new building reaches that point. It looks
as if it might.

Will it be yet another example of the recent spat of "as built" versions that do not satify the
approved planning conditions.

Behind the
mesh and
scaffolding, the
apariment
building on the
Nawy Club Bar
site has
reached the
top of the Navy
Club, and now
threatens to
obscure ifts
decorative
detail.




The Fremantle Society Inc.
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Adrress all correspondence: Honorary Sscrelary P.O. Box 828 Fremanlle 6160

The Aims of the Society:

* to give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle
area - encourage the improvement of the Fremantie area as a desirable residential and commercial district,
whilst retaining its character « encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and asthetic
value + ensure thal new development complements established patiterns, is of high architectural and
aesthetic standards and serves the long term interests of the area - further the development of the area as
a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre

Membership fee of §.................... paid to the Fremantle Society an ..o d 180
Note: The Soclety’s financlal year commences on the first of November each year.
PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS

Membership Application

NAME/S: Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Dr.

ADDRESS:
TELEPHONE NO: Home Business OCCUPATION
I wish to become a member of THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.
SIGNATURE DATE
Ordinary Membership $15 J
Family Membership $20 EI
Corporate Membership $100 |
Organisation Membership $30 d
Student/Pensioner/Unemployed $5 J
Benefactor (Life Membership) $200 O

Please indicate Interest in any of the following:

Planning (town and community planning, civic design, heritage listing)
Social activities (organisation, & fund raising etc)

Fublications

Cultural Development (arts, theatre, literature etc)

Conservation of built and natural environment

Oral History/Historical Research

Occasional Willing Hands (newsletier, collation, working bees etc)

Oo0DO0D000D

Other interests - please specity

PLEASE RETURN TO HOM. SECRETARY, FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.,
P.O. BOX 828, FREMANTLE 6160
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The Fremantle Society

invites you to

Past Present Future

A members' forum 1
featuring
Founding President Les Lauder
and
Current President Ralph Hoare

Where have we come from?
Where are we going?

Following talks by Les and Ralph, members will
consider the aims of the Fremantle Society.

FRIDAY AUGUST 9
at 8.00 p.m.

Maritime Museum Hall, Cliff Street,
Fremantle.

ENTRY BY DONATION




