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Vigilant Monitoring a Necessity

A number of studies are currently being conducted by various
agencies into aspects of Fremantle's future development.

In December 1990, the State Government released the Port Option Study,
Stage One, which identifies three sites to be potentially suitable for future
expansion of port activities: Catherine Point, the naval Base/ Kwinana
and the existing site at North Fremantle. The Government has initiated
an auxiliary study to further investigate the 'long term capacity and
transport problems at the existing North Fremantle site. Other sites not
included in Phase One of the Port Option Study, such as Bunbury and
Geraldton, will also be reviewed.

Along with this study, two transport studies are currently being
undertaken: -

a. The South West Metropolitan Transport Study - a study of the
Fremantle - Rockingham corridor and

b. The Fremantle Traffic Calming and Port Access Study.

The auxiliary study on the Port is scheduled for completion by the end of
April, and the transport studies in May.

The implications of whatever outcome these studies may have will be of
extreme importance to Fremantle. While the Fremantle Society does not
have any fixed view of a desired outcome, it does see that public
awareness and participation are essential. All three studies have indicated
that public involvement will be sought. It is now up to us, the
community, to be involved and aware of the decisions about to be made.
In the April Newsletter of the Fremantle Society we hope to discuss this
issue further as more information becomes available.



Membership

Membership renewal fees for 1991 are now due.

$15 ordinary & family membership
$100 corporate membership

$20 organisation membership

$5 student, pensioner, unemployed

Please send payment to Membership Convenor, Fremantle Society Inc.,
P.O. Box 828, Fremantle 6160

Committee

The following are Committee Members for 1990/91.

Jenny Archibald (President - 335 2628); Elizabeth Atahan (Minutes
Secretary - 339 5009/335 8891); Les Lauder (335 6308/339 1120); Ron
Davidson (Secretary - 335 7294); Tony Harris (430 6045); Ron Kennealy
(386 1275/336 1106); Patrick Pemberton (Treasurer - 335 8788/382 8553);
Patrick Howard (481 1955/335 5197; Phillip Gibbs (430 5057); Alan
Petersen (335 6415/351 2218); Bob Pokrant (430 5301/351 7399); Jo Taylor
(335 1513); Anne Rimes (336 1081), Bob Hewitt (335 9375/336 2058); Len
Poole (335 8681 ).

New Members

Applications for membership have been received from the following
people:

Mollie MecLeod



1990 Annual General Meeting

The A.G.M. was held on Tuesday 13th November at the Maritime
Museum, Cliff Street Fremantle. The president Jenny Archibald gave a
summary of the year's many and varied events which ranged from
public protests and discussions to the pub dinner which has become an
annual institution. The Treasurer's report was presented by the
Treasurer Paddy Pemberton and the Society wishes to thank Peat
Marwick for auditing our books.

The new committee for 1991 was duly elected and Patrick Howard and
Phillip Gibbs were welcomed to the committee of the Fremantle Society
for the forthcoming vear.

The president extended her appreciation to all members of the 1990
committee for their dedicated input during the year. Thanks also went
to Ros Porter for organising the highly popular postcards which lobbied
for the Heritage Bill.

Sir Paul Hasluck, patron of the Fremantle Society, gave the A.G.M.
address which he titled "In the Beginning". His address was a
fascinating account of the first few months of British settlement of
Fremantle and the role played by Captain Fremantle. Fremantle
arrived in the Challenger ahead of Stirling and on May 2nd 1929 entered
the Swan river by dragging small boats over the bar and raised the flag
on South Head. Four days later a party of 25 landed close to the mouth of
the river on the south bank with provisions for 14 days. Two days later,
when Fremantle visited the party, they had already sunk a well and
begun a garden. On May 11th animals were sent ashore to the camp
and by this time there had been friendly contact with Aborigines. When
Fremantle visited again, two days later, a second well had been sunk
and fencing of the area had begun.

By the time the Parmelia and Sulphur arrived with Stirling a huge
trench (8 feet deep, 11 feet wide and with a 6 foot high bank) was being
dug around the campsite. This, according to Sir Paul, was intended to
‘puzzle the natives'. The local Aboriginal people, Sir Paul pointed out,
tended not to camp in the area where central Fremantle now stands but
preferred sites further toward the Oyster Beds. He said that the first
British settlers camping near the mouth of the river found no remains
of Aboriginal camp fires or shelters and were only visited by Aboriginal
men and their male relatives. True to his times, however, Captain
Fremantle managed to measure Aboriginal arms and legs.

The naval party on South Head were relieved by the military and
Fremantle left the Swan River settlement but not before he had asked
for an increase in pay due to his increased duties - the first claim for
higher wages in Fremantle, according to Sir Paul.

The exact location of the site of this first encampment set up by Captain
Fremantle remains unclear. Sir Paul suspects it was in the area of the



present western end of Cantonment Street on the land side of Arthur's
head near the river. He assured the meeting that the correct

pronunciation of Fremantle is with a stress on the first syllable
(Free [ mantle ).

Fremantle Prison

The Fremantle Society has forwarded a submission to the project Manager
on the Fremantle Prison Conservation Plan. In general the Society
commended the document but drew attention to some omissions in the

documentation of the more recent history of the prison. The following
points were also raised:

¢ the need to ensure public discussion before any building was
assessed as having 'little significance'.

* the importance of integrating all spaces particularly with respect to
any new developments in the prison precinct.

* the need to ensure that the eastern and western sections of the South

Knoll be free from any new developments.

the importance of documenting the contemporary adaptation of

lifestyles within the prison.

the importance of the preparations and timing of a management

plan and the need to publicise this.

* the need to integrate future prison development and use with, and
the need to investigate its impact on, the wider Fremantle area and

* the importance of a programme of public education and
consultation.

In concluding the submission, the Society pointed out:

"The Prison project should not be rushed. It should be regarded as a
major project which will take a number of years to complete. Funds
should be sought from the Federal Government on the grounds that

the project should be one of the major outcomes of the celebration of
the centenary of Federation".

The success off the project depends critically on the following factors:

The competition of the management plan.

The process of receiving and assessing public submissions,
and an appropriate method for incorporating
suggestions contained in them.

The allocation of future uses.

The integration of the prison into the City of Fremantle.



However, the Society believes, of major importance is the establishment
of a management authority for the prison complex.

A copy of our submission is available from the Society

North Fremantle Tanks

The Fremantle Society came out strongly against four giant tanks being sited
on railway land in North Fremantle, in a submission to the Environmental

Protection Authority.

The Society stated that the tanks represented an improper and potentially
dangerous use of a valuable public asset. Also, because the proposed lease is
for 50 years, all more appropriate uses like residential would be ruled out for
that time. A decision was also being called for before crucial studies on port
options and planning issues on the North Fremantle peninsula had been

completed.

The Society's submission also contested a number of the claims made by
Caltex and the methods they used in their environmental impact report.

1. The Caltex Public Environmental Report fails to consider alternative sites
even though the EPA requires that this should be done. The proposal seems
to imply more petrol being delivered by sea tanker to North Fremantle and
increased road tanker operations. The risks to Fremantle residents of
increased tanker operations of both types has not been adequately
considered.

2. The Society questioned the relevance of the risk analysis provided by
Caltex. The Society stated that a wider source of risks, such as those
associated with increased tanker operations, should have been provided.

3. The Caltex report mentions that some chemicals stored give off toxic
gasses when heated or when they catch fire. These chemicals are not
identified and their effects are not discussed. The report also fails to consider
how toxic fumes would be dealt with in an emergency, with a sea breeze
blowing fumes towards the residential area.

4. There was concern about the route that tankers would use on their way to
and from the Caltex site. The Caltex Public Environmental Report states that
truck travel would be "evenly distributed over the local street network".
There needs to be greater clarification of these truck movements, particularly
as there will be many more of them under the super tanks scheme.

All of these and a number of other concerns lead to Society to agree with the
North Fremantle Community Association's slogan ---- SUPER TANKS, NO
THANKS.



Forthcoming Evenlts

The following series of general meetings have been scheduled for the
first half of the year.

d the imp ons of the State's new Heritage Act (1990) .

. Facets of the City Vision Project

8 p.m.,Thursday, 18th April,
Maritime Museum, Cliff Street, Fremantle.

Mr Ken Adam of Ken Adam and Associates is currently working on
the City Vision Project for the City of Perth. This talk will present
some of the facets of that project but will also reflect on Fremantle.

«  Heritage and the Property Industry

8 p.m.,Thursday, 16th May,
Maritime Museum, Cliff Street, Fremantle.

Professor Norm Etherington will speak on the relationship between
the property industry and the heritage industry.

Light refreshments will be served after each meeting and we hope that
members and friends will join us in what promises to be an
interesting programme for discussion.

*  York Weekend

The Society is seeking expressions of interest from members and
friends for a weekend at York in June (June 1st and 2nd) during the
Annual York Festival. As bookings are heavy we need to know by
April 4th who would be interested in joining in. Please ring Shavda
Pemberton (335 8788) or Jenny Archibald (335 2628) if you are
interested.



SUSAN CLIFFORD

ENVIRONMENTALIST WITH AN UNIQUE MESSAGE
WILL BE IN FREMANTLE

THE CITY OF FREMANTLE INVITES

Artists, environmentalists and community activists to attend a
free public address by Susan Clifford.

WHERE Ist Floor Reception Room, City of
Fremantle Administration Building
8 William Street, Fremantle

DATE Wednesday 27 March, 1991
TIME 4.00 - 5.30 p.m.

Susan Clifford is co-founder of Common Ground, a British
environmental group which works closely with artists to develop
and protect "local distinctiveness" within communities.

An activist and director with Friends of the Earth in the 1970,
Ms Clifford believes that as the ecological movement has been
increasingly drawn into scientific debate, "ordinary folk™ have
been left behind. Common Ground attempts to fill the gap which
has emerged.

For further information contact Ros Porter, Community Arts
Officer, 430 2216.

RSVP Doreen Johnson, 430 2228 by Tuesday 26 March, 1991.

Susan Clifford's visit is sponsored by the British Council, the Australia Council and
the WA Department for the Arts

Christmas Party

The successful annual Fremantle Society Christmas party, a Bush
Dance, was held at the Railway Hotel in North Fremantle on
December 21st. The Society is grateful to Anne Rimes for organising
this successful event and to Jill Hinde for her tremendous assistance,
The Society also wishes to thank Wally Daly from Cheap Foods, South
Fremantle, for donating the magnificent turkey. Thanks also go to
Michael from the Railway for organising the wonderful food.



Fremantle Prison Update

Through the Fremantle Prison Advisory Group, the Fremantle Society has maintained a vigilant
interest in the progress of this project. The Conservation Plan is now complete and has been
released for public comment. The plan is a culmination and summary of considerable work
on many aspects of the prison, for which separate, more detailed documents have also been
produced. All of these documents are available for perusal at both the Fremantle Prison
Information Office in Henderson Street (near the markets) and at the Fremantle City Council
library,

The project has also commissioned consultants, Brookes Laughton, to develop a tourism
plan/visitor marketing strategy for the prison. This is expected to be finished during April,
At a recent Advisory Group meeting, Brookes Laughton presented their interim findings and
ideas for discussion. Four possible development models were presented:-

1. Alcatraz model - low key visitor attraction, major part of prison complex mothballed.

2. Business model - City within a city; hotel, function centre, residential offices,
restaurants, museum, visitor centre, etc.

3. Culture model - Living history, museum, artists, community workshops/studios, theatre,
exhibition hall, visitor centre, etc.

4. Disnevland model - Museum and visitor centre, water slide, amusements, sport and
réecreation centre etc.

Various commercial and non commercial uses have been suggested which may be suitable for
one or other of the models outlined above. It has been suggested, however, that the Alcatraz
model may not generate sufficient funds from visitors to be commercially viable,

Brookes Laughton acknowledge "the correct mix of facilities is vital to ensure a) optimum
commercial potential, b) consistency with conservation values and ¢) something for everyone."

The pr-:uec:t manager, Ralph Hoare, has indicated that public comment will be sort when this
study is complete. -

Port Option Study

A booklet titled "Port of Fremantle .... Options for Growth" has been released by the Ministry
for Transport for discussion. This is a summary of the results of Stage 1 of the Port Option
Study, and public comments are invited. For further information on all aspects of the study,
contact:

Steve Harvey

Policy Officer

Department of Transport

136 Stirling Highway, Nedlands 6009

Phone (09) 389 0611

Copies of the booklet are also available at the Fremantle City Council library.



