(b = s

1] Official publication of the Fremantle Society Inc.

Patron: The Hon. Gough Whitlam A.C., Q.C.

March, 1996
IN THIS ISSUE: » Beacon Theatre » Fremantle Heritage Week * Dockers Clubrooms
* Results of Society Questionaire * Response to MRS Amendment.

Decorated parapet over former entrance to Beacon Theatre, Haompton Road. Photo Byron Genave,

The Beacon to the Burger

Giuest writer Vyonne Geneve outlines the history of the old Beacon Theatre — better known to most
Fremantlites as Stammers Supermarket, on the comer of Wray Avenue and Hampton Road.
Fremantle Society president Ralph Hoare outlines the many attempts to redevelop this important site
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Stammers Supermarket Site

by Ralph Hoare

|

1995 was a year of numerous redevelopment proposals for the Stammers Supermarket site. The will of successive
potential developers was put to the test as Fremantle Council has tried with great difficulty to balance the desires

of the would be developers with the needs and wants of the local community.

Unfortunately for Fremantle shoppers, Stammers Supermarket closed its doors and stopped trading after the

second developer’s attempt was abandoned.

A third would be developer has recently had plans approved that are in the view of the local community
inappropriate. The Fremantle Society supports the local community in its battle to encourage appropriate

development on the site. Appropriate development has at its heart the retention of the old Beacon Theatre which

many of you would remember as Stammers Supermarket.

The contentious element of the current redevelopment proposal that is objected to by the community is the
provision of a “family restaurant™ with a drive through pick-up. For “family restaurant” you must read
McDonald’s, KFC, Hungry Jacks, Pizza Hut or any other nationally identifiable chain restaurant. The local

community just don’t want another of this type of restaurant in the immediate area.

The local community and Council both seem to want a local supermarket and speciality shops. Lets hope that
sense prevails and that Fremantle gets to retain both the significant Art Deco heritage building and a local

shopping centre.

In recent days a petition by over 50 Ratepayers has forced Council to call a public meeting to explain why the
third developer’s proposals have been approved with a family restaurant with a drive through pick-up when this

matter has been so vehemently opposed by the local community.,

The Fremantle Society supports the community in its attempt to achieve a local shopping centre on this site.

Army Museum of WA

The Army Museum of WA relocated to the Burt Street Artillery Barracks in Fremantle in the latter half of 1995.
The Museum is housed in a fine complex of intact red brick buildings that date from 191 1. The Museum has many
interesting displays of army memorabilia and is well worth a look. The Museum is open on weekends from 12.30

to 4.30pm.
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The Beacon Theatre

by Vyonne Geneve, President, Art Deco Society of WA

The old Beacon Theatre building at South Fremantle (until recently occupied by Stammers supermarket) has been
classified by the National Trust of Australia (WA), recognition of the heritage value still inherent in the place,
and a fitting tribute to the old Art Deco lady overseeing this significant Fremantle intersection precinct at the
junction of Hampton Road and Wray Avenue for nearly 60 years,

To the casual passer-by the old lady may have lost much of her charm. Her beauty appears faded and overlaid
by heavy commercial makeup and her finer details have been hidden by a clutter of cheap accessories, but her
original underlying form, one of the very first of the W.A. cinemas to incorporate the Streamline Modernstyle,
remains as adefiant monument to the work of pioneering cinemaarchitect Samuel Rosenthal.! Because the cinema
was such animportantcommunity venue for somany of theresidents in South Fremantle for over thirty-five years,
it has also great social significance to the district.

Originally the cinema was to be known as the “Astoria”, but by the time the building opened in August, 1937,
the directors of the Swan Picture Co. Lid., had decided it would be called “The Beacon Theatre”, the winning
suggestion from a competition conducted in the local “Advocate " newspaper which produced over 400 entries
from the residents of South Fremantle. On the gala opening night the participating invited audience included
“politicians and civic, industrial and sporting representatives of the district” as well as all the competition
entrants, making for a broad representation from the local community.

The theatre was officially opened by His Worship the Mayor of Fremantle, Mr F.E. Gibson, who also made a
brief address. The opening programme featured “Small Town Girl” starring, Janet Gaynor and also included a
local historical film of the opening of South Beach 27 years before. At the time the proprietors claimed that the
movie house offered residents of the Fremantle district “a place of entertainment . . . . .. ., equal to any other™
and “one that ranks with the foremost theatres in Australia.™

This was the beginning of the heyday of the movies and of their dramatic impact on the social and cultural life
of the people of Western Australia. It was also the introduction of modernism and its forward looking symbolism
and idealistic visions of what the future might hold for people who had been through the traumas of the depression
and were looking toward a new and brighter horizon.

I The Radio Theatre, situated on the comer of Marine Terrace and Fitzgerald Street, Geraldton, opening in April 1937 and also designed
by Rosenthal was the first Streamline Modeme complex of theatre and shops to be designed in Western Australia. This was followed
closely by the Cottesloe Theatre and adjoining shops, which opened a week later. This was situated on the site of the present Grove Plaza
on the comer of Stirling Highway and Leake Streets and designed by H. H. Bonner.

3]

From the Opening Programme 17th August, 1937

3 [Ihid.

4. Ibid.
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The cinemas were seen as the flag carriers of this new outlook and were consciously designed in the *Modem’
style to project this image most strongly. Within two or three years of the opening the “The Beacon Theaire”,
purpose built cinemas were to spring up all over the Perth metropolitan area, all in the new style. Many of these
have now been demolished and the Beacon is the last remaining cinema from the 1930s in the Fremantle area.

One of the earliest ‘modem’ style cinemas in W.A. “The Beacon Theatre”” was also aquite innovative functional
design. It was the first cinema of the stadium kind to be built in suburban Perth”and, in addition was designed
to provide an open-air venue, a peculiarly West Australian feature inspired by the local climate in an absence of
air conditioning. The architect provided an innovative design for the bio box which facilitated rapid projector
movement from outdoor to indoor screening in the event of weather change. It is one of the few remainging
examples of the architect’s cinema work and of the genre which played such an important part in the development
of the State’s architectural and social history.

[n designing for this importan comer site, Rosenthal displayed a keen concern for the sculptural massing which
was one of the major characteristics of the Inter War Art Deco style. Strong vertical and horizontal elements are
successfully combined in the exterior design with streamlined effects, triple banding and geometric curves to help
articulate the individual components of the building. A series of prominent vertical fins emphasises the use of
ornament on the jupper part of the building, together with stylised lettering (now barely discernable).

Tyhpical Art Deco zig zag and chevron decorations feature prominently in the interior fibrous plaster mouldings
and vestibule coving whilst the striking pattern on the auditorium ceiling and the streamlined bullet shaped
ventilation and lighting fixtures camn still be seen at close range from the present temporary double height storage
area, (constucted for supermarket purposes.) The angular shapes, shewn clearly on the architect's plan, are
repeated in the leadlighting in some of the windows and interior doors as well as some of the fixtures including
mirrors in the former staffroom.

On May 4th, 1994 the Stammers Supermarket group announced plans for the “old Beaconsfield (sic) Theatre —
to be restored as part of a six million dollar development....” It is unclear from the public notices what degree of
restoration is planned, but the Stammers Group have indicated in the past their intention to respect the intergrity
of the building and once again provide the South Fremantle residents with local movie house. Concern has been
expressed by local residents about plans to incorporate a McDonald's restaurant in the development.

Members of the Art Deco Society believe the community would benefit from sensitive restoration and recycling
of the building and urge all who remember the heyday of the “Beacon” and value its place in the social history
of W.A. to support those who are striving to preserve this piece of valuable 1930s heritage.

5 This was followed by the Windsor Theatre, Nedlands which opened a month later.
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 Park Hotel Verandah Update

In July 1995 the Fremantle Society called on the City of Fremantle to stop work on building an inappropriate
cantilevered verandah on the Park Hostel, formerly the Park Hotel.

Our request was based purely on heritage and aesthetic grounds, and on the simple belief that the City of Fremantle
should show leadership when restoring or improving heritage properties under its control. The Park Hotel was
designed by renowned architect J, J. Talbot Hobbs and construction commenced in 1893,

The community and the Fremantle Society were deeply shocked when the Parry Street facade of the old hotel
and the half completed cantilevered verandah collapsed. The exact cause of the collapse has not been made public
by Council, but it would seem reasonable to suggest that the addition of the new cantilevered verandah upset the
balance of the 100 year old limestone and brick building,

The good news at the end of this sorry tale is that Council has found the necessary dollars to restore the facade

before winter. The bad news is that no verandah at all is planned.

The restoration of a proper two storey post and beam verandah with decorative lace will have to wait, The
Fremantle Society calls again on Council to reconstruct a proper verandah on this once magnificent heritage
building.
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The Park Hotel, hours after the collapsa of tha focode.
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* Fremantle Heritage Week

by Judith Wheeler |

This year sees the introduction of Fremantle Heritage Week, nine days of activities
set aside to celebrate Fremantle’s heritage.

Starting on Saturday April 13 and finishing on Sunday April 21, activities range
fromabike ride and walks and tours, toabowling and croquet day, free multicultural
concerts at the Woolstores, a vintage car cavalcade, the Fremantle Awards Cer-
emony and Exhibition, a special tree-planting, and the Fremantle Society's very
own Fremantle Quiz Night.

The first activities actually begin before April 13. From Monday, April 8 in the City
Library Gallery an exhibition of previous Fremantle Awards winners will be on
display. Following the announcement of the this year's Awards winners, on
Monday April 15, the winning projects from 1996 will also be displayed. Also from
Monday, April 8 it will be possible to undertake a self-paced walk, aimed at
identifying a selection of historic business houses, through the Fremantle Business
Dstrict.

The first activity for Heritage Week proper is perhaps not one for the faint-hearted.
A two-hour bike-ride, introducing cyclists to a range of Fremantle's natural and
artificial heritage features, will start at Rocky Bay and finish at South Beach. (And
then you have to get home!) The ride will include ten stop-overs at such spots as the

Burford Soap Factory, Cantonment Hill, Monument Hill, and Virginia Ryan Park.

Throughout the Week a number of guided walks will be on offer. There will be daily tours of the Maritime
Museum Building; on Monday, Wednesday and Friday Maritime Museum staff will conduct a short historic walk
from the Museum through the West End, up to the Roundhouse and back; on Tuesday and Thursday Maritime
Museum staff will conduct a Port Walk starting at the Historic Boats Museum on Victoria Quay; and on Saturday
April 20 a Timber Houses Walk will meander through the streets of South Fremantle in search of historic timber
nousing.

This year, the Fremantle Society's major contribution to Fremantle Heritage Week will be a Quiz Night on Friday,
Apnl 19, This will take place in the historic Samson Bond Store in the West End, and promises to be a fun evening,
concentrating on non-arcane Fremantalia. (This means you don’t have to be a Fremantle expert to come along
and enjoy the evening. )

Organised by the Fremantle Heritage Week Committee, which includes Fremantle Society members this year's
first Fremantle Heritage Week promises to be nine days jam-packed with activities enabling you to begin or renew
your acquaintance with our historic Port City. Brochures for Fremantle Heritage Week will be available from
Fremantle City Library, and many other Fremantle locations.
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Questionnaire Results

by John Dethridge

A response to the questionnaire was received from more than 60% of the membership and the results and
comments has provided considerable insight into the aspirations and concerns of our membership for the future

vision of the City,

The City of Fremantle in its wisdom chose not to allow the Fremantle Society recognition as a participant on the

Forum other than to invite our president Ralph Hoare specifically in his own personal right.

Members are assured that the views expressed in the response to the questionnaire are being channelled to the

forums by Ralph's participation.

The questionnaire drew comment ranging from seriousto the sublime interspersed with wit and humour that made

the analysis task a pleasure to perform.

We have expressed the outcomes of each question as a percentage of the total and summarised your response to

Section 11 “*Now It Is Your Tum™.

Some other matters raised which we found of interest included:
|.  Identify and preserve native bushland remnants.
2. Enhance recreational fishing facilities.
3.  Encourage convention facilities.

4. Increase consultation between the councils of the greater Fremantle area to co-ordinate matters

common to the district more efficiently.

U

Bathers Beach — dredge out the bitumen rubble and improve facilities to establish an attractive

beach that encourages greater use of this asset,

6. Youth programs and playgroup equipment, poor street signage and street naming, urban design,
improving the quality of councillors, improving the shops and encouraging quality retailers and
better customer service, better use of public buildings and heritage education programs were

other matter raised.

In all the response was enthusiastic and many members were anxious to encourage the Fremantle society to

maintain its vigilance in the future without fear or favour. -
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The Fremantle Society Inc.

FREMANTLE VISION 2000

Survey Questionnaire

The following issues are suggested by vour commitiee to be significant. Provision has been made for vou to raise other
issues. Please return this survey questionnaire in the attached reply paid envelope to reach us before August 27, 1995,

No Some High
Priority | Priority | 1O | priority

Gateways 24% | 35% | 15% | 26%
What is your view on the priority of providing Fremantle with well
designed and defined gateways that make a clear statement to
anyone entering or leaving the city?

Comments
North Fremantle 1% | 15% | 35% | 49%
The Fremantle Society have in the past been vigilant on issues
concerning North Fremantle and recognises it is a very diverse area
with a wide range of land uses likely to attract unprecedented
redevelopment on many fronts.
The Fremantle Society’s aim is to ensure that North Fremantle can
re-cstablish prominence as a unified residential area with transport
planning in particular not jeopardising the resurgence.
What is your view on the priority of the society maintaining this
position?

Comments
South Beach 12% | 22% | 23% | 43%
What is your view on the priority of reinstating South Beach and
surrounding arcas with quality infrastructure and facilitics including
a rail link as Fremantles premier beach?

Comments
Coogee Area 0% | 12% | 32% | 56%

What is your view of the priority of ensuring that after demolition of
industrial premises such as Robbs Jetty Meatworks that public access
to the valuable beach front areas of Coogee is encouraged?

Comments
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Mo

Some

High

Priority | Priority | T | priority
Inner City
We are sure you will agree that are many issues confronting the
inner city.
Improving Public Safety
With a view to making the city safer for residents, late night visitors
and the business community we would appreciate your views on the
priority of the following issues:
» Enforcing licensed premises to be more responsible for the 0 0 0 0
behaviour of their customers. 3% 12% | 34% | 51%
e Better council liaison with police youth services. 1% 12% | 25% | 62%,
e Not extending hotels business trading hours, 7% 18% | 13% | 60%
» [mproving street lighting, 99 20% | 25% | 46%
Comments
Improved Streetscapes 6%, 31% 35% 289,
e Lighting - professional lighting of historic facades would aid
street light and draw attention to our heritage.
e Street furni[_ure - more street furniture of a higher quality than 6% 239% | 42% | 29%
presently evident.
o Signage control - reassess signage and proliferation introduce 194 16% | 25% | S89%
stronger control measures and comphance.
® Pavipg - pavements are dirty and not umform consider better 5% 199 | 31% | 45%
quality.
¢ (reenery - more planting. 12% 18% | 25% | 459%
 Public art - provide a humanising and enriching aspect to the 14% | 27% | 35% 249%,
streetscape, e.g. the new sculpture in 5t Johns Square.
o Key axis puilnts and squares such as Kings Square and Queens 504 20% | 42% | 33%
Square be reinstated
o [ncrease public open spaces by reassessing existing resources. 12% | 19% | 26% | 43%
. Cn:un:::ii should -.:cfmmunicate Iils policy am:ll by-laws n:lat'n?g lo 0% 15% | 32% | §3%
painting restoration, alterations and signage to heritage
buildings’ and enforce compliance.
Comments
Traffic and Pedestrian Flow 594 894 30% | 57%
* Encourage more public car parks on the city fringe and aim to
achieve a better balance between people and cars in the inner city
environs with improved taxi services and immediately improve
public transport to and from the city and in and around the city
Comments
Heritage Awareness 0% Q04 31% | 61%
e Ensure that a competent understanding and appreciation of
heritage and conservation is the guiding principle behind future
change and growth.
e Council to reassess iiS management systems and staff 0% 12% | 39% | 49%,
competency as they relate to the preservation of heritage.
e Council needs to review their position concerning the 39, 19% | 36% | 429%

communication of the benefits of heritage conservation to the
community including publication services.

Comments
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Australia Il

The Federal Government have gified the Yacht Australia I1 of
Amenca’s Cup fame back in 1983 to the City of Fremantle.

A steering committee has been formed 1o establish a strategic plan to
display this icon somewhere between Success Harbour to the south,
the Traffic Bridge to the north and South Terrace to the east.

It has been decreed the yacht must be displayed fully rigged and
under cover, There is an opportunity for Fremantle to receive the
benefit of a substantial maritime museum at the same time in the
building which ultimately houses the yacht.

The yacht however stands at least the equivalent height of a seven
storey building fully rigged.

What is your priority concerning Australia 11 being domiciled in
Fremantle as a feature of our history?

No
Priority

Some
Priority

Priority

High
Priority

39%

25%

16%

20%

Comments

Fremantle as a Place for Families to Live

[f we convinced you that Fremantle as a place for Families to live is
declining would you be concerned and if so what priority would you
give 1o initiatives to reverse the trend by sav promotional awareness
programs of Fremantle's virtues as a place for families to live,

15%

18%

31%

36%

Comments

Commercial Activity

Given the obvious benefits and spin off to the city's vitality from
business and commercial activity do you consider there is any merit
in the idea of the council developing and implementing awareness
and incentive programs designed to attract “big” business and/or
government departments employing large numbers of people or
small businesses where appropriate to the city and city fringe
confines? Please indicate priority,

18%

27%

12%

43%

Commenis

Population Socio Economic Mix

Fremantle is renowned for its cosmopolitan and socio economic mix
of people and most agree the retention of this element is important to
the city’s vitality.

Do vyou foresee the necessity to monitor this factor and create
planning initiatives to maintain or intensify this factor in the future?
Please indicate priority,

25%

19%

28%

28%

Comments
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10.  Density

The intensification of city density has been shown in many parts of the world to provide:

e Savings to Government (lax payers) of infrastructure costs and better sustainability
factors.

Better balance between cars, people, public transport, walking and cycling,

Greater city convenience, sociability, diversity and character.

Greater community coherence and better networks for people.

More affordable and diverse housing opportunity.

More higher quality public open space and recreational facilities,

It is generally perceived that infill housing in residential areas which is part of this
process based on the experience in Fremantle is not acceptable mainly because of
overlooking, obliteration of views, casting into shadow, disruption of house settings and
streetscapes and intrusion into private space.

Yes No

Would you support infill housing that was regulated to preclude these factors? 60% | 40%
Would you support regulated infill housing in certain residential precincts only? 66% | 34%
Would you generally support sensible medium to high density housing development in

areas other than residential, i.e.

e Inner city 77% | 33%
o Land for which present use is obsolete or depleting 81% | 19%
» Government owned land, e.g. railway land, harbour side land, obsolete land formerly 79% | 21%

used for government services”

Comments

11. Now It is Your Turn

List other important issues in order of priority (i.¢. from 1 to 9) which vou consider should be addressed in the
Fremantle Society’s Vision 2000,

Issue Comments

1. Traffic calming Trucks

2. Heritage protection powers Review, increase, compliance

3. Tourism Wide ranging comments

4. Fremantle Port Authority Victoria Quay Development, Catherine Point cargo plans
5. Infill Housing More definitive planning constraints

6. Parks and Recreational Improve facilities, implement green plan links

7. Clean Up the Streets Pavements, verges, city and suburban arcas

8. Fishing Boat Harbour Retain industry, resist commercial development

9. Regional Centre Promote Fremantle as a regional centre

[PLEASE RETURN THIS SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE IN THE ATTACHED REPLAY PAID ENVELOP
TO REACH US BEFORE AUGUST 27TH 1995,

AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS ENVELOPE BY INCLUDING YOUR TICKET REQUEST, CHEQUE
and SELF ADDRESS STAMPED ENVELOP FOR OUR NEXT FUNCTION
THE MARY ROSE COCKTAIL PARTY (REFER TO YOUR INVITATION)
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Dockers Clubrooms

1994 saw one of the biggest heritage battles ever fought on Fremantle’s fair soil. The battle was not to stop the
demolition of a building, which is the usual fare of a heritage watch dog group like the Fremantle Society, but
instead the battle was to stop abuilding being built in a location that would greatly impact on the heritage precinet
of the state’s most significant heritage complex, namely Fremantle Prison, and on Victoria Pavilion.

Itwas abloody fight and it looked like it was one which had been lost when the Dockers were granted permission
to build their administration and changerooms at the northern end of the oval in front of the prison and almost
on top of a 100 year old fig tree. While permission had been granted the conditions of approval proved to make
the proposal far too costly.

Some sense started to enter the issue when the Dockers looked at building their administration and changerooms
alongside the South Fremantle Football Club on the southemn side of the oval. Again permission was granted by
Council for this site however this time with the blessing of the Fremantle Society. Unfortu nately the conditions
of approval again escalated the costs, such that the project stalled.

More sense entered the debate when Council finally commissioned a Conservation Plan for the Oval. This plan
has now been completed and it has clearly stated that no buildings should be built close to Victoria Pavilion,
effectively ruling out both the northern and southern sites. .

Enter even more sense to the debate. The Dockers decide to upgrade the existing old changerooms under the
historic Victoria Pavilion and notto have their administration offices at the Oval. Permission is granted by Council
for this work on the proviso that the Dockers abandon their approvals for the northern and southern sites.

Work on renovating and upgrading the changerooms for the Dockers under Victoria Pavilion has commenced
and will be completed in the next few weeks.

Checkmate!

Dockers new
clubrooms -
undler
construchion
in the historc
Victoria
Pavilion,




Navy Club Cafe

The redevelopment of the Navy Club caused
some anxiety when the original ashlar render

T T — was chipped off. Ashlar render is render shape
LT ."}I!l]}ll'.-i! i 474 i

_ i to resemble square hewn stone as a facing to
o rubble walls.
— q"'lll.._- - &
F I l | - i Some quick work by the Society and subse-
" l B quently the Council saw the builderengage local
= ,__;_-"- architect and Fremantle Society member Jack
T = Kent to advise on appropriate render mixes and

to generally advise on conservation issues of the
building.

Although the project is still not completed it
looks like the restoration of the facade may be a
SUCCEss,

We understand that the ground floor of the Navy
Club is to become a 24 hour cafe under the

i =

The Navy Club boasting a new skin., management of the Oriel Cafe in Subiaco.

'Robb Jetty Chimney Saved

In July 1995 the Fremantle Society wrote to the Heritage Council and asked them what
steps had been taken to assess the significance of the industrial heritage buildings at Robb
Jetty Abattoir. At that time we believed all buildings at the abattoir were to be
demolished.

Our action was taken as a first step towards attempting to save the complex of brick
buildings that represent significant industrial heritage of our State. The buildings were
mainly warehouse and freezer storage, and were constructed in traditional English bond
and included a magnificent tall red brick chimney.

We believed that the chimney and some of the buildings from the 1920°s must be
retained.

After a long battle mainly fought by concerned Cockburn Councillors the chimney has  [ESCESSSSSSSS

been saved and will be retained. The Fremantle Society is pleased to have assisted the A lene senfinel - all that

i Y ik : e : \ 4 remains of Robb
like minded citizens of Cockbum to retain the this important icon of our industrial past. Jetty Abattolr.
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Ciose up of Davilak Hotel showing improved
reconstructed herfage verandah.

1995 was the year of the verandah. In May last
year the Fremantle Society called on the City of
Fremantle to require the developers of the
Davilak Tavern Redevelopment in South
Fremantle to rectify incorrect details of the
supposedly restored two storey verandah.,

The verandah of the hotel was required to be
properly restored in order that the developers
qualified forthe significant density bonus granted
on the site.

The Fremantle Society is pleased to report that
Council and the developers did respond and the
Davilak now has a verandah closertothe original
detailing. The whole complex now enhances the
character of the local area.

E-Shed Moves

In 1994 the Fremantle Society fought hard to convince
the Fremantle Port Authority that E-Shed was worth
keeping. The battle was lost to keep the shed in its
original location but the Port Authority agreed to allow

it to be relocated to the western end of Victoria Quay.

After many delays E-Shed has now started its move to
its new home behind C-Shed. E-Shed i1s destined to
become a maritime market and restaurant complex and

will breathe new life into the West End of Fremantle.

Clearly it would have been better, in heritage terms, for

E-Shed to have stayed where 1t was, but given that the
Port Authority needed clear space at C-Berth, the move

lo the new location was the next best option.
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Response to the Metropolitan Region |
Scheme Amendment |

The Fremantle Society has provided a detailed submission to the Western Australian Planning Commussion on
the proposed Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) Amendment No.970/33 as follows:

The most controversial proposed changes are those that deal with existing and proposed regional roads. If the size
and location of these roads had been agreed, then the creation of the required easements for these roads would
seem to have been a relatively straightforward process.

Why then have the proposed amendments been so roundly criticised by such a broad section of the community.
We believe the answer lies in the fact that the size and location of the regional road reserves being proposed do
not reflect the outcomes of the public consultation that preceded the MRS amendment.

The public consultation to which we refer was for the Fremantle Regional Strategy. The final version of the
strategy is flawed in that it does not properly reflect the agreed outcomes of the public consultation that formulated
the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy. In particular as major participants in the public consultation process we
can say without doubt that the proposed Western Suburbs Highway through the valuable railway lands of
Leighton and North Fremantle was never seriously discussed and that the inclusion of this proposed road in the
final Strategy documents remains unexplained and unacceptable.

This view was presented to the Minister for Planning in February of 1993,

ROAD ISSUES
Stirling Highway from Jarrad Street to Stirling Bridge

The Fremantle Society supports Stirling Highway as a 4 lane road. This support is however conditional on the
road reserve being kept to an absolute minimum and therefore the road may not meet the optimum design
standards for a 4 lane separated carriageway as defined by Main Roads. This distinction is significant because
it is clear to us that Main Roads engineers have a different view of what a 4 lane road is, to what the community
perceives as appropriate for a 4 lane road to be when built through a heritage precinct.

A 1200mm wide median strip through the built up heritage areas of North Fremantle is all that is necessary and
road widening should be restricted to where it is possible to use abundant Railway reserve land.

Detailed Comments:

. The truncation on the corner of Glyde Street, Mosman Park cuts through the heritage building (Gar Lok
Restaurant) which forms an integral part of the streetscape in the vicinity. The truncation must be modified
to retain the building.
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*  The houses on the western side of Stirling Highway opposite McCabe Street in North Fremantle will be
adversely effected. The road reserve should be reduced to reflect the existing carnageway.

¢« Twohouses on the corner of Stone Street will be adversely effected. Land required for the Craig Street slip
road should be taken from the Railway Reserve opposite.

. The road reserve boundary in front of the Activ Buildings (Reserve 41712) opposite the North Fremantle
railway station should be retained as currently constructed to keep sufficient curtilage for these significant
heritage buildings. Any additional land required should come from the railway reserve opposite.

. The bus bay proposed in the Remand Centre (Reserve 3109) should be relocated north in the railway land.
Reserve 3109 is the site of an early Convict Depot and is of major heritage significance. Possible
archaeological material exists on this site and consequently this site ought not be desecrated by a road
reserve,

«  Theadverse impact on the Croatian church (lot 12) on the comer of Alfred Road can be reduced by deleting
the proposed 5 metre median strip in Stirling Highway at this location.

o The adverse impact on the Rose Hotel (Pt Lot 700) and the 4 houses opposite on the corner of Condon Street
can be reduced by deleting the 5 metre wide median strip. The Rose Hotel is of considerable heritage worth
and a reasonable curtilage in front of the building must be preserved.

Stirling Highway from Stirling Bridge to High Street

The Fremantle Society is pleased to see the original oversized road reserve reduced to reflect the built size of the
existing Eastern Bypass carriageway and the land returned to urban use.

Intersection treatments appear excessive. More modest reserves would save the demolition of several houses.
Detailed Comments:

. Stirling Highway / High Street / Wood Street Intersection. Excessive demolition of existing houses is
required for the slip roads on the north and the south sides. It is suggested that rear access be investigated
for houses on the north side of High Street.

Eastern Bypass from High Street to Roe Highway(Clontaff Hill)

The Fremantle Society recognises that the reserve for the unbuilt section of the Eastern Bypass was reduced when
the reserve was reinstated by the present Government,

We query however the removal of the Roe Highway land (Healy Road, Hamilton Hill) from the Eastern Bypass
reservation as it could provide an alternative for the realignment of the Eastern Bypass to the west of Clontarf
Hill.

The current proposed alignment of the Eastern Bypass through Clontarf Hill is totally unacceptable.
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Canning Highway from Stirling Bridge to Petra Street

The road reserve between Stirling Bridge and Petra Street should be of a consistent width and reflect the existing
highway alignment.

The proposed road reserve is excessive and unnecessary given the current and expected traffic flows. Many
properties will unnecessarily lose front fences, walls and gardens and several heritage shops will be seriously
adversely affected if the proposed easement is implemented.

The existing highway reserve from Osborne Road to Stirling Bridge is all that is required for the whole Petra Street
to Stirling Bridge section.

Canning Highway from Stirling Bridge to Fremantle Bridge

The Important Regional Road Reservation as proposed will cut through and severely impact on several heritage
buildings and must be rectified.

Detailed Comments:

Heritage buildings on the comers of Sewell, Hubble and Glyde Streets are severely effected by the proposed
corner truncations, These truncations must be modified to reflect the existing heritage buildings which are built
to the boundaries.

The alignment of Canning Highway be maintained on the existing carriageway. If any additional land required
is should be taken from the northern side of the Highway except opposite Glyde Street were a heritage building
15 opposite,

Western Suburbs Highway from the Old Cable Station to Tydeman Road

During the public consultation process this proposal was never a serious formal option. The Fremantle Society
is opposed to this road as the alternative to the upgrading of Port Beach Road.

It was generally agreed during the public consultation process that Port Beach Road could be upgraded to 4 lanes
if and when demand warranted and that Port Beach Road must be retained to service the beachfront.

The Western Suburbs Highway reserve as proposed cannot be justified on current or expected traffic flows.

The proposed reserve severely reduces landuse options for the Leighton Marshalling Yards to near useless. The
value of the marshalling yards land is therefore seriously eroded. It was proposed that the sale of this land would
be used to offset the cost of upgrading the area (including roads). This will not be achieved if the Western Suburbs
Highway is created through the centre of the development area.

If the Western Suburbs Highway is built there will be three parallel roads passing though the Peninsula each with
4 lanes. This is not good planning, not good economics and certainly not good landuse,

The reserve for the Western Suburbs Highway also erodes the value of the North Fremantle Marshalling Yards.
By deletion of the proposed road reserve the area of land zoned for industry is increased and the historic and very
significant Railway Hotel can be retained.
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The Fremantle Society acknowledges that Tydeman Road must be retained to provide east/west access to the port,
but the current roadway appears adequate and does not need to be modified.

PLANNING ISSUES
Railway Reservation to North Quay

With the announced closure of the CBH wheat silo, the last requirement for rail access to North Quay will cease.
Therefore the proposed rail loop reservation should be deleted.

It is our view that the possible east/west container link is not economically viable and will never be implemented

Parks and Recreation Reserves

The Parks and Recreation Reserve should be extended from Leighton Beach to include the links to North
Fremantle railway station.

The Parks and Recreation Reserve should be extended from Leighton Beach adjacent to Vlamingh Memorial
through to the Swan River to create the Leighton Peninsula Park as recommended in the Fremantle Region
Strategy.

CONCLUSION

The Fremantle Society is of the view that there are too many major issues concerning the community in the
proposed Metropolitan Region Scheme Amendment 970/33 to enable the Society to endorse the amendment in
its current form.

The Fremantle Society calls on the Government to withdraw the amendment, correct the flaws and then make
available a revised amendment for further public scrutiny.

If the proposad
armendment
succeeds, the
Railway Hotel will go.
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The Fremantle Society

presents its
(These questions are not too difficult)

Heritage Week Quiz Night

Friday, April 19 at 8.00 pm.
Upstairs, Samson's Bond Store
(No. 2 High St, Fremantle)

Cost: $36.00 per table of six
Organise your group now!!
Limited Bar/ Tea, Coffee, Cake available

Tickets: Fremantle Town Hall Shop

or
Judith Wheeler Ph. 339 4894
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Parking available opposite the Roundhouse
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