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f, soon after being deliberately constructed in 1928, looking from the footbridee which
linked the area with the city. The statue of C.Y. O'Connor framed the front of this important precinct, gazing through C and D sheds, Phalo courtesy of The West Australian

This year Fremantle Ports will do what the Fremantle City
Council could have done- provide high quality office space to
attract more business to Fremantle. Fremantle Ports propose a
$100 million worth of 6 storey office blocks and 5 storey car
park on the small 2.9 hectare historic site of Victoria Quay just
north of the railway station. But, is it the right development?
This is a further step in the implementation of the Victoria
Quay Development Plan which attracted an astonishing 450
public submissions a few years ago. At the time, in 1998, the
precincts of Fremantle got together and made a submission to
Fremantle Council. One of the key recommendations was
that: “The development be integrated with the City Centre

$100 million hijack?

business and a business plan be prepared which
demonstrates the positive impact on Fremantle's exist-
ing commercial base in the City Centre.” This was a
sensible and fundamental request. Alarmingly, it has
been ignored. Six yvears later, two senior council officers
admitted this week that no such study has been done.
Location is one crucial element. The other is the design
of the proposal. The plans will be released soon for pub-
lic comment. But, they are the same ones Alannah
MacTiernan reportedly had withdrawn a year ago
because the ‘community would not accept them.” The
only difference now is the retail/office mix. (see pp2, 3)

The Fremantle Society -Promoting Quality Development
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Correction: In our last issue on p5 we
had an aerial photograph of the centre of
the city dated as being1945. The correct
date is 1957. Any car buff could see that.

For Sale: Free

Copies of Fremantle. The Immigration
Story published by the Fremantle Society,
are available in bookshops for $8. This cov-
erage of immigration through Fremantle
since the opening of the port in 1897 is
highly relevant in 2004 as Fremantle Ports
intends to smother the area where the
immigration buildings are with 6 storey
office blocks and car parks. We WANT you
to read about this area and offer a copy
FREE. Just send your address details and a
%2 coin for postage to: FO Box B28,
Fremantle 6160. Or, pick one up at the
Local History Library at Town Hall Centre.

Editorial- 2004 - the key issue?

The big issue for the year will probably be the proposed $100 million worth of shops
and offices to be built by Fremantle Ports on Victoria Quay where the historic immigra-
tion and tourism buildings are (currently labelled "Old Police Station™).

Any development should respect the enormous history of the area, as identified
many times. Reports commissioned over the years have emphasised the importance of
respecting the scale and heritage of the area. A few examples are:

a) “The redevelopment of Victoria Quay should be viewed as the conservation and
enhancement of its historic character.” (Conservation Policy for West End, 198%)

b) “The removal or neglect of any individual items or a change to the heritage
precinct’s urban form would deprive the precinct of its essence.” (Victoria Quay and its
Architecture 1991)

¢) “The historic maritime character of the western end of Victoria Quay should be pre-
served by continuing to encourage uses that maintain and utilise the existing facilities.”
(Fremantle Regional Strategy 1994)

d) (That there be) “Preservation of a height limit to the building envelope on the Quay
proper, notionally equal to the existing height of the ridges of the landward spans of
sheds C to D (Victoria Quay Heritage Study 1996, Molyneux)

Wanted

Immigration Museum
WHERE IT HAPPENED!

Adelaide and Melbourne have Migration Museums, but Fremantle, the FIRST
port of call in Australia for MILLIONS of immigrants, has nothing.

Last week the Mayor and Premier were pictured at the other end of Victoria
Quay celebrating the launch of a “Migrant Wall.” Why seek to isolate social
history from its historic context? Have the celebration and interpretation
WHERE IT HAPPENED- in the surviving immigration buildings mislabelled
"Old Police Station™ between C and D sheds as seen below.

Below: 1930 manual labour on the wharves, with a little help from four footed friends despite the trucks.
This view from D shed shows the well framed immigration and tourism precinct with statue looking
between C and [ sheds. Phato below conrtesy Eddie Kigg. Photo opposilte conrfesy Verna Towrnzend




Victoria Quay Development- Re
Run of Performing Arts Fiasco?

The citizens of Fremantle will remember the Performing Arts fias-
co of a few years back when the CEO of Fremantle was instructed
by Council to solve the arts problems of the City and provide
quality facilities for the.performing arts as-well as an art gallery.

50 began a long and expensive process that went in tht_- WIONgE
direction. Instead of rev italising and restoring existing facilities as
promoted by the Fremantle Society and others, the City decided to
put all its eggs in one basket and build a large box somewhere in
Fremantle. Proposals included putting the box right where
Fremantle Ports intends placing their office blocks this vear. When
one eminent Fremantle citizen dared criticise the process, he was
threatened with l::;.};u action and ¢ sommunity debate was put in
doubt. The box grew larger and larger, and h'-. the time it landed
on the Esplanade Park, a place contrary even to Council's urban
design policy about maintaining and improving access to the
it had grown into a $40 million giant.

But, there was no fairy godmother with $40 million and noth-
ing happened. The process wasted vears, and over $500,000 in
consultant and officer time.

50, how is the proposal by Fremantle Ports to build $100 mil-
lion worth of commercial buildings, contrary
icy for the area, unrelated to their core activities, on a small 2.9
hectare footprint, any different to the failed philesophy of the per-
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proposals are too L-H'E:{":' The top tloor of council’s own 4 storey
office development, Queensgate, has been empty for vears.

And who gave us Queensgate? The same consultant who
guided the Waterfront plan and who in 2000 wrote in the
Chamber of Commerce newsletter that the Waterfront Project
would “put Fremantle on the map as a genuine Regional
Business Centre” It will "allow Fremantle to compete on an
L"'|uu|i footing with Subiaco Centro and Garden City Office
Park.”

Cueensgate lost ratepayers millions of dollars, and, as
sor Seddon wrote in Old Fremantle, the four sto ey build-
‘grossly incompatible with the scale of Fremantle” and
will not make such mistakes again.” Really?
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For the record- the Fremantle Society is NOT
anti development, the Port IS essential to
Fremantle, and the City DOES need quality
office space.




Still on the
Waterfront

“The Masterplan is defi-
cient in conservation
terms”- Fremantle Council

The Fremantle Waterfront Draft
Masterplan was launched by
Premier Richard Court on 14 June,
1998,

At the time, the former mavor of
Fremantle, Jenny Archibald, wrote
in the Fremantle Herald: “This pro-
posal is probably the most substan-
tial single development plan that
Fremantle has seen since its Incep-
tion. It will impact on how
Fremantle businesses operate, how
people use the city and how it is
interpreted. Tourists come to
Fremantle because we host a wealth
of built heritage, including our cen-
turv-old Victoria Quay, and a so-
called village atmosphere.

Yet I am not convinced that sutfi-
cient attention has been paid to pro-
tecting the very essence that attracts
s0 many people- a real port city
with its history still relatively
intact.”

There followed some 16 weeks
tor public comment, and the 450
submissions were made.  Two years
later Fremantle Council commented:
“Many of the concerns outlined in
Council’s submission of September
1998 are still unresolved.”

In relation to hl.!'rjt.':'lj__'ll!', Council
noted: “The Masterplan is seen as
deficient in conservation
terms...More emphasis should be
placed on the conservation of sur-
viving physical evidence of the
area’s significance rather than
interpretation in a museum setting,.
The Masterplan fails to clearly out-
line what conservation measures
will be undertaken to protect and
enhance the significance of the area
as a whole.” (SP156, 10/7 /2000)

On 15 October, 1999 Victoria
Quay was p]m:l..-r_i on the Interim
Register of Heritage Places with the
Heritage Council. Five years later
the listing is still “interim’ due to
opposition from Fremantle Ports,
but the interim listing carries the
same protection. That should help
protect the heritage values, as sec-
tion 11-3 of the Heritage Act states:
“A decision making authority shall
not take any action that might
(whether or not adversely) affect to
a significant extent a registered
place.”

What's in a name?

THE FEDERAL HOTEL The Leading Hotsl in the Colony, ' S8am. B. Shanks,
Proprietor (opposite Town Hall), Fremantle,
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The Federal Hotel as it appeared in 1892 in a coloured lithographic supplement to
the West Australian by Rider & Mercer of Ballarat. Two such large double broadsheet
sized supplements were done of Fremantle and both are excessively rare.




Your name- part of our heritage

Recently the Melbourne Age carried a story headed What's
itt @ name change? Shock, disbelief, outrage.. It concerned
community outcry over the 130-year-old Commercial
Hotel and a name change. No, the hotel still had
‘Commercial Hotel’ in large letters splashed across the
tront, but it was the owner’s name in small letters at the
top that had changed.

This seemingly small change angered residents and
they demanded it revert to what it had been. A local muse-
um officer stated: “People don't like change, especially
when its got to do with the identity of their town.” The
mayor said: “We have to be very careful with an old build-
ing like that.” The National Trust was ‘gobsmacked.” They
said: “It's unbelievable, | can’t understand why anybody

would change the name after all these years.” The publi-
can wasn't commenting,.

Yet, in Fremantle, long standing names of build-
ings are changed too easily. On the left hand page is a
reminder of the enormous historical significance to
Fremantle of the Federal Hotel, advertised here as the
finest hotel in Fremantle, now renamed Rosie O Grady's.
Recently, the National Hotel was mightily messed up by
new owners and renamed the “Nash.” The Fremantle
Society wrote to council about this unauthorised change
four months ago and still has not had a response. The
hotel has been purchased again this year and the new
owners should restore the correct name.

|

Juicy Bits

Council Attacks Herita ge

Having sacked council’s two heritage planners, council has now
moved in on the powerful Heritage Advisory Committee, a useful
group that with community input recently redrafted council’s her-
itage fund policies over a two year period and got council to agree
that 1.25% of council rates each vear would go into this reserve
fund. The mayor was elected to be Chairman with deputy mayor
Douglas as Deputy Chairman. The mayor did not attend the first
meeting in 2004 and deputy mavor Douglas led the meeting,
implying that the 1.25% funding was ‘optional.” It took years of
work from an expert community group to give Fremantle what it
needed- a well funded heritage reserve to achieve results. Such
work should not be undermined by councillors who only see poli-
cies are vague guide posts.

Political Stunt

The Fremantle Herald gave the mayor a free kick on the front page
recently when he announced that council was helping to get the
verandahs back onto the shops in the High'Street Mall. What he
didn’t say is that when council spent $440,000 there recently on
paving and mediocre public art, the three owners of property in the
mall did not put a cent into any refurbishment of the area. More
importantly, the mayor didn’t reveal that, for the verandah project,
council intends to put $600,000 of ratepayers’ money into the proj-
ect and the owners just $400,000.

Council should encourage the reinstatement of verandahs and
council should financially help owners to do that, but all owners of
heritage properties should have a chance to apply for council fund-
ing, not just the mall owners. Anvone would think the mayor was
trying to shore up the mall against ever being reopened to traffic as
all experts have called for,

Take a Tour- to Booragoon

Lite member of the Fremantle Society, Robert Bodkin, who
appeared recently on the front page of the Herald slamming the
inaction and mediocrity of Fremantle Council’s West End efforts,
sent us an interesting piece of paper. It showed the orientation pro-
gram that foreign students follow when they arrive to study in the

West End- the places they are taken to see. Robert was inter-
ested to note that the tours did not include his famous (but
struggling) speciality shoe and boot store, or in fact any of the
speciality shops in the area, but it did include a tour to the
Garden City shopping centre at Booragoon.

Just across the road from Robert’s store is the once
famous Watsonia store, just recently closed. That store existed
in the West End for 100 years and yet no real effort was made
to save it when the new multi national owners wanted to
move out. The store looked a disgrace and the council should
have worked to get the owner to do the basic maintenance
that the building needs. Unfortunately, Robert’s business is
also struggling, hampered by the mall which cuts off his
vehicular customers, council inaction, and lack of building
maintenance by nearby owners.

Generation Gap

With the University of Notre Dame aiming to double its dizzy
expansion from 2,500 students to 5,000, the Fremantle Society
is keen to see students interested in the town they gown in.
Last month 900 brand new students landed in Mouat Street
on one day and the Fremantle Society were fortunate to be
given a table next to Singapore Airlines to meet the new stu-
dents and sign them up for exciting local activities. We were
hoping to enlist the younger generation in some of the envi-
ronmental, heritage, and planning issues that make Fremantle
so lively and intéresting. We had colourful brochures, post-
cards, and posters to bait customers. After a full day we had-
n't signed up a single student. There were a few inquisitive
females for a few moments, but only one male, a middle aged
mature student, showed any interest. Perhaps we should have
joined Singapore Airlines- they were offering a prize of a free
ticket -back to Singapore,

High Street Facade Saved- for Now

One of High Street’s famous buildings, the art deco bank next
to the dismal TAB building, came under threat recently when
the owners applied to alter the street facade by enlarging one
of the windows. This building’s facade is one of the few in
High Street that is relatively intact and the officers’ recom-
mendation was for refusal. However, the Chair of the
Development Assessment committee argued that it was not a
major alteration and should be allowed. Thankfully the rest of
the committee agreed with the council officers and refused the
application, so the building, recently the subject of major
internal renovations, remains original, for the time being,



The Story of a Boo
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Everyone apparently has one book in them. This is the story of a
journey to create the book Old Fremantle 1850-1950.

Given that very little existed in the bookshops aboul
Fremantle, and given that Fremantle Council last commissioned
a history of the city in 1948, when LK Ewers produced Western
Caatervay (revised and reprinted 1971), the local councils and busi-
nesses were approached in 2002 to see if they would support an
historical publication, a visual journey through the first 100 yvears
of the camera in Fremantle, along with a few words (25,000).
Generous sponsorship has made the book possible.

It was decided to tocus on high quality and visually attrac-
tive photographs, avoiding well known ones. Archives and col-
lections throughout Australia were scoured for fresh material,
and photographs were sought from the public through requests
in the amazingly useful "Can You Help” column of the West
Australian. Over 700 were selected before being whittled down to
240. The highest quality came from the old glass negatives where
available. The most popular image is perhaps that of a truck load
of cabbages, found hanging on Robert Poore’s wall in Bicton.

The Royal WA Historical Society and the Fremantle Council
Local History Library were two of the best sources, and council
statlt were very helpful over a long period of ime. Although the
Battye Library has the best collections of our heritage, the poor
copies they normally provide meant that very little of their mate-
rial has been used.

Pat Baker from the Maritime Museum agreed to be the pho-
tographic editor, and what a marathon he ran. 5o began the com-
plex process of gething the images ready for publication. It was
hoped to use a Fremantle printer, but even the ex Fremantle
printer, Lamb Print, who helped for a year with their $80,000
scanner, admitted that the proposed book could not be done eco-
nomically in Australia. The book uses expensive ivory 170gsm
matt art paper, has a French fold dust jacket, and each page is
printed on full colour presses. A limited edition of 350 copies
was also done, using 250gsm marbled endpapers, full gilt edg-

ing

£, Japanese cloth, and hand made boxes.

Printing took place in Singapore with Tien Wah Press. The
huge factory houses long rows of German Heidleberg presses
thundering through the night with the air drenched in an
intoxicating smell of ink.

Customers who fly in to nurse their books through the
presses are prm'i;‘n:d with an attractive room at the feu‘iut'],-',
replete with fridge full of drinks, a television, phone; and com-
puter. After being taken to the Roval Singapore Yacht Club for
dinner, it was back to the factory as Old Fremantle began print-
ing at 8pm and continued for days. Each hour a foreman col-
lects the client to enter the factory and inspect the latest
‘form,” a sheet containing several pages of the book. After sign-
ing off, it was back to the room to wait for the next call. And so
on right through the night and day. Thank goodness the facto-
ry closed down at 3pm Saturday and didn’t reopen until 8am
Sunday.

In the next room were two art experts from California, who
had been at the factory for three weeks printing an art cata-
logue tor the Museum.of San Diego.

Ihere are three ships a week from Singapore direct to
Fremantle and the books arrived just in time for the launch at
the new Maritime Museum, where almost 500 people dropped
in to hear George Seddon and see an exhibition of the photo-
graphs. The exhibition ran for two months and the photo-
graphs had been enlarged enough to allow people to peer into
the detail and explore the past. One photograph, a handsome
Fremantle tram, was 2.4 metres wide.

People’s passion for Fremantle was evident by the quick
sales of the book, which, within 10 days of its launch had
madie the top 10 “"Hottest” list in the national bookseller’s
magazine in the non fiction category. One Fremantle fanatic, a
retired pensioner, bought 10 copies of the book, and 150 copies
of the calendar based on the book. He must have a lot of
friends.

Local bookshops like New Edition on South Terrace have
been great supporters and sold vast numbers of the book. The
book sold out quickly, and is being reprinted, though the
paper has to come from Germany and the book won't be back
in the shops until mid June. Another trip to Singapore for a
second addiction. More free Coke. More intoxicating ink.



Metro on Marine
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Freemasons’ Hall

Metro Bus did not usually drive all over the Esplanade
Yark, but they were so proud of their new buses (and new
conductresses in smart uniforms) that they lined up across
the Park in this detail from a ¢1930 photograph. Joy Raye
of Hilton Park, who loaned this photo, tells of her mother
being one of the first Metro girls in 1926, a conductress
collecting fares with a pad of tickets and a hand clipper.
Her job included helping the driver keep the bus spotless,
sweeping it out and polishing the chrome windows.

Also of interest is the handsome building behind,
known to many as the Navy Club, but in fact the
Freemasons” Hall, up for auction on 27th March 2004.

Built in 1877, it was one of 32 important places in
Fremantle that appeared on the 1885 Plan of the Town of
Fremantle. Only 6 of those buildings survive, making
the Freemasons’ Hall a rare pre gold rush survivor.

Governor Hutt had founded freemasonry in Western
Australia in 1841 and membership was considered essen-
tial for commercial and social success. The first
masons’ meeting in Fremantle was in 1865 in a house on
the corner of High and Henry Streets. A building fund
was established and Chief Justice Burt laid the foundation
stone of the current building in 1877, Parts of the building

were sublet- to the WA Chamber of Commerce in 1882, the
Fremantle Chess Club in 1893, other lodges, and the
Fremantle Club. In those days there was no Esplanade
Park, and the building sat close to the water’s edge near
the South Jetty in ‘Boronia Bay,” so named because of the
charming smell of seaweed.

In 1907 the funeral procession of mayor Michael
Samson began here and returned here from the cemetery.

Eventually the masons moved and the Navy Club pur-
chased the property in 1958 for $21,000. In 1993 the Navy
Club put the property on the market and moved to High
Street, where they disfigured a significant heritage proper-
ty putting their club on top of it.

The Freemasons building went through several refits
for gastronomic pursuits, with two apartments jammed
against the eastern wall in 1996, detracting from the origi-
nal building. For a time the restaurant was open 24 hours
a day and was a stylish place to be seen at.

Remarkably, the building has never been heritage list-
ed. The Fremantle Society declined to list in in the early
70s due to the cladding, since removed, and council lost
interest when unsympathetic renovations occurred inside.

Now the building is on the market and proposals
include turning the restaurant area into a car park to allow
the rest to be developed into apartments. Or, perhaps the
freemasons may come back.



Your Views Needed!

Your views can easily reach the right people by fax, letter, or e-
mail. You can reach the Mayor of Fremantle and all councillors
with one e-mail address: members@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Local member Jim McGinty: jmeginty@mp.wa.gov.au
Ity Alannah MacTiernan on: amactiernan@dpc.wa.gov.au
Fremantle Society: j_dowson@yahoo.com
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Playtime at South Beach 100 years ago: Well dressed and well behaved young beach goers from a different era enjoy what was

for a time the premier beach in Western Australia. Photo by Fremantle professional photographer Arnold Beste taken on 1st
February 1914 with a ‘Graflex’ camera at 1/490 th second, fast for the period. Both photographs this page courtesy John Clinton.
Below: Fremantle children enjoying a block of land not suffering from infill or overfill on Hampton Road. Photo: Arnold Beste.

A Fremantle Childhood- 90 Years Ago
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Fremantle Society Events- all welcome

1) Meet us on the Quay (Friday 26 March, 6pm New Motor Museum $15)
2) Walk and Talk at the Lunatic Asylum (Sunday 30 May 2pm $5)
3) Fremantle Futures Forum (all day Sunday 24 October FREE EVENT)
4) Committee Meetings (first Tuesday each month 8pm Old Council Chamber)
The Fremantle Society Founded 1972 Prowmoting Quality Development



