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EXIT ROYAL GEORGE -
Enter Samson House?
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We are the last remaining occupier of the building, now boarded up in preparation for
its possible conversion to a hotel and short-term, accommodation. The room we occupy
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The good news is that The National Trust has come up with
an exciting alternative possibility for the Society - Samson
House on the corner of Ord and Ellen Street, Fremantle.
The House is the home of the former Mayor of Fremantle,
Sir Frederick Samson, and several generations of the Samson
tamily, who have very strong Fremantle connections. The
House is currently in the care of the WA Museum, who

open it weekly for tours, in accord with the Trust Deed.

The House is currently in process of being handed over o
the National Trust. Through its CEQ, Tom Perrigo, the
Trust have suggested that the Society could occupy - as our
MNew HO - one of the old cottages at the back of the House,

and have some access to the House for activities and
tunctions. In this way, we could become ‘caretakers’ of the
building, also helping the Trust organise public tours of the
historic House.

The cottages, however, are in need of renovation and this
would require funding. To pursue these ideas we have formed
a working group ~ Cathy Hall, Val Cousins, Henty Farrar,
Nicolas Gurr and lan Alexander - to liaise with the Trust.

e are meeting wi om Perrigo to take the idea forward.
We are meeting with Tom Perrigo to take the idea f i

In the meantime we urgently need storage and office space

(preferably the equivalent of one large room) and would love
to hear from any memebers who have suggestions. We will

keep you posted.

lan Alexander
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THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY 2010
COMMITTEE INTERNAL CONTACTS

We welcome Ruth Belben as Secretary, Jack Turnbull as
Treasurer and historian Bob Reece to the Commirttee.

Wendy Yorke, Kate House and Mark Randell were co-opted

at the first Committee meeting on February 1. We look

torward to their participation.

PRESIDENT

(Dr) Ian Alexander

9 Lilly Sereet

South Fremantle WA 6162
M 0403 767 B69 T 93358219

gogreen@iinet.net.au

VICE PRESIDENT

Henty Farrar

12 Wright Street

White Gum Valley 6162

T 9335 2672 M 0438 851 229
hentys@iinet.net.au

SECRETARY

*Ruth Belben

1 Shuffrey Street

Fremantle WA 6160

T 9335 6091 M 0400 201 441
rhelben@iinet.net.au

TREASURER

“Jlack Turnbull

61 Daly Street

South Fremantle WA 6162

T 9336 2668 M 0403 836 2668
jackturn@iprimus.com.au

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Michael Adeane
10 Rose Street
South Fremantle 6162

T 9481 6085 M 0419 918 625

michael@designdesign.com.au

Val Cousins

(also Minurtes Secretary)

92 Forrest Street

Fremantle 6160

T 9335 4597 M 0415 919 738
Val.Cousins@det.wa.edu.au

Ron Davidson

24 Fothergill Street
Fremantle 6160

T 9430 6096

ronaldi@cygnus.uwa.edu.au

Dianne Davidson
24 Fothergill Sereet
Fremantle 6160

T 9430 6096

dianne.davidson@gmail.com

b Micolas Gurr

161 Edmund Street
Beaconsfield 6162
T 9430 8987 M 0413 804 401

nlgurr@oprusnet.com.au

Cathyv Hall

41A Daly Street

South Fremantle 6162

T 9335 4574 M 0407 086 300
cathy.hall@bigpond.com

“Kate House

kate house@slarergordon.com.au

*Mark Randall,

12 Francisco Street
South Fremantle 6162
M 0438 335535

m ari;@hu mansciences.com.au

*Bob Reece

15 Holland Street
Fremantle 6160
T 9335 T892

b.reece@murdoch.edu.au

Don Whittington

(also Membership Officer)
1 Shuffrey Street
Fremantle 6160

T 9335 6091
whittingtondj@hotmail.com

Wendy Yorke (Co-opted)

23 Burns Street, North
Fremantle 6159

T 9335 4287 M 0434 126 177
wwendy@iinet.net.au

* Mewly elected or co-opted members
for 2000,

SPECIAL PURPOSE GROUPS

We encourage members to join our special purpose working
groups particularly the Communications and Social activities
Groups. We also need members for a Fremantle Heritage
Festival group that will only be meeting until June. Please
contact the convenors or Ruth Belben if you are interested.

Planning and Heritage subcommittee: lan Alexander
{cormvenor) Don Whittington, David Hawks, Dianne Davidson,
Ron Davidson, Kate House, Cathy Hall, Mary Connor.

Communications Group:
Wendy Yorke (convenor), Michael Adeane

Samson House Group: lan Alexander, Nicolas Gurr,
*Henty Farrar, Cathy Hall, Val Cousins, David Hutchison.

Social Activities Group: Ruth Belben (Convenor),
Henty Farrar

Victoria Quay Taskforce: lan Alexander (Chair),

June Hutchison, David Hutchison (representing South Ciry
precinet), Ron Davidson, Dianne Davidson (representing
Fremantle History Sociery), Val Cousins, Mary-Rose Baker
(representing FICRA), Cathy Hall (representing South
Fremantle Precinct), Sue John.

Fremantle Ports' Inner Harbour Liaison Commirtee,
FS Representative: David Hawks

‘City of Fremantle Precinct Review Group: Mark Randall

Fremantle Park Taskforce has been wound up, as matters
relating to Fremantle Park are now covered by the Fremantle
Park Association. Contact Ruth Belben and

Don Whittington if you wish to join the association.

e =

e
MEMBERSHIP

Renewals

A renewal form is included in this newsletter and we
encourage you to renew your membership if you haven't
already done so. This is a big year for the Society and we
need your support. If you are coming to the Claney's
social evening on March 12th you can renew then. If
you know of friends and family who would like to join |

the Fremantle Society please contact our Membership
ﬁéﬁenﬁﬂn ﬁ’hﬂtnmn 93356091

Email: whittingtondj@hotmail.com

New members
We welcome the following new members to the |
Fremantle Society:
Dr Malcolm Allbrook Fremantle |
Paula Amaral Eremantle -
Audrey Bolger Fremantle
Stephen Drake-Brockman  East Fremantle
Neville Fowkes Fremantle
Dr Mary Anne Jebb Fremantle ,
Elizabeth Lloyd Beaconsfield |
Michael Martin Beaconstield
Dr Donagh Tierney Fremantle
Mac Walton Fremantle
Allan Watson Beaconsfield

\ e
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THE MAYOR AND THE FREMANTLE
SOCIETY: A NEW DIALOGUE?

The new Mayor of Fremantle, Brad Pettitt, generously
agreed to address our AGM. In doing so, he spelt our his
vision for Fremantle and Fremantle’s Heritage in the
future. He answered many questions from the floor, and

this generated a stimulating discussion on the city's future.
He suggested that the City and the Society’s could work
more closely together.

We welcome this initiative and look forward to a more
positive dialogue with the City on its development

and heritage.

On heritage, Brad suggested that the battle for Fremantle's

Heritage has been largely won, with for example the West
End protected in various ways. But despite these protections
(in the City Planning Scheme), we think the Mayor would
agree that a "heritage watchdog' is still needed in and
around Fremantle, In this way, the Society can help the
E:{J[IIE'E'I.LII'.IH}’ ensure t]'IHE new dE"r"'.:lUl.'.lln‘L‘T'lt in i;'ll]. l'.'l'f
Fremantle harmonises sympathetically with the city’s
heritage and its special character.

Using the graphics below, Brad suggested that the Society
could work with the Council on a couple of projects. This

tiULl.['ldE- ].HIZL d great idL*':Ir HI'ld OO W H.II'I{‘.IU.IL:I. PursLe.

Encouraging substantial, new, high
quality development in the East End

= o,

ARl g B

Currently zoned r60 — max 3 stories.
Council is looking to increase this substantially

.

T

REVITALISING THE WEST END INCLUDING
ACTIVATING UPSTAIRS SPACES

“1If the Old Fremantle hotel could be reactivatec

al }"'i-'l '__-:I':Il-":Il_l .I!il._l |||'!i'll. I ||lll.'-|" '.l."'.'._':

w Y i B T
hotel and student accommodation that would be

tantastic, don't vou think? This is something the

Society would like to take up with Council and

the owners of the hotel, Notre Dame University.”

The Society is already keeping a close watching brief on the
East End development proposals, and has made its voice

heard at recent public forums. We want to ensure that any
‘substantial increase’ doesn't result in building heights that
swamp or overshadow the residential areas nearby and thart
views to the Harbour and important Heritage Buildings

like the Arts Centre, are protected.

As a Society member, if yvou would
like to assist the Committee in
taking up these matters with the
Council, please contact lan
Alexander or Don Whirtington
(contact details included elsewhere

in this newsletter), - :
Cityof
Fremantle
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Fremantle society today

Can the Fremantle Society be more engaged and energised
by Fremantle society and can it in turn give a voice and a
vehicle for the exploration and expression of issues

experienced by the people in our community!

Has the media hijacked the word “heritage” to such an
extent that it has become, if not a dirty word certainly a
dusty and even fusty word in general conversation!

Are there things that need to be said and issues that need
to be discussed in a forum that is open and considerate!

Is the wider community more aware when that forum
contributes to the general debate on local and regional
issues!

L

Do the local and state governments look to community
groups for comment, information and direction on issues
in fulfilling their obligations to consult?

Do individuals relish the opportunity to explore, discover,
debate and discuss amongst ourselves the matters that are
important and that have the potential to affect one or all
of us?

Is there life in the old dog yet?

Do we want to build the Society on the foundations that
have already been laid?

Building our engagement with the community and our
community engagement with us is the number one task
ahead, to retain and build on the existing strengths of
the Society.

A new “look” is the beginning of this new and broader

connection with our community.

Beginning with the small but significant symbolic things
:l,i.'ﬂ can move forward to embrace the future that is
amongst us. The proposal is for a new logo and a new
motto to follow on from the launch of the History later
this year,

TI"IE: {:(‘.Iﬂ'lmi.fl_'l."t'.‘ "n.'.-'[lll.ild WL’I'I:{‘.I me your cominents :EI'Id

ideas please.

FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

Proactive —ge—e Heritage

Productive g Community

Progressive s Development

Inclusive <s——e Society

SOCIAL EVENT e Friday, 12 March, 5.30pm - 7pm

We invite all members to join us at Clancy’s Fish Pub in Cantonment St, Fremantle on Friday March

12th from 5.30pm to 7Tpm. This will be an informal social get-together where you can meet the new

committee as well as other members. We encourage you to bring along friends who might be interested

in joining the Fremantle Society.

You will need to buy your own drinks but a contribution of $5 will go towards providing platrers

to share.

It would be helpful if you could RSVP to Ruth Belben and Don Whittington on 93356091 or email:

rbelben@iinet.net.au.

We look forward to seeing you there.
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WEST END
HERITAGE STATUS

David Hawks & Dianne Davidson

While residents of Fremantle believe

themselves to live in one of the most

lly and architecturally Important

historica
precincts in Western Australia it comes
as a surprise to learn that the West End,

| - )
the jewel In our crown soO to speak, 1S not

1 " 3 'l' +
recognised in the State Heritage Register.

Individual buildings, both commercial and residential,
may enjoy State Heritage listing, but the West End as an
entity does not. And while it was listed as an entity in
the old National Estate Register it currently no longer

has National Heritage listing either.

The listing of the West End at both State and National
levels is seen as too complex and daunting a task. Not so
it appears in Broken Hill whose Council has recently
moved to have that city, together with the lode line,

declared a National Heritage Site.

While their application is yet to be determined the
councillors of that city have prepared a series of
pamphlets following a period of intensive consultation,
which dealt with, among other things, the implications
for individual land owners of such listing, setting out

their case and explaining the process to their citizens.

While accepting that Broken Hill is a worthy contender
for Mational Heritage listing given its industrial
importance why not the West End and its adjacent
Victoria Quay, the historical, architectural and industrial

significance of which more than compares with that of

Broken Hill?

It is to be hoped that the new Council and its officers,
particularly those serving on the Heritage and Special
Places Sub-committee, will see the Broken Hill
application as setting a precedent and that the same
energy in pursuing National Heritage status shown by

the city of Broken Hill will be seen in Fremantle.

TRIBUTE TO
JEAN TONKINSON

Foundation member Jean Tonkinson was in good forn when
she came to the May committee meeting of the Fremantle
Society. It was to be her last meeting but a very special one.
The champagne was out to celebrate the win of Adele Carles
for the seat of Fremantle in the May by-election, It was the

first time a committee member had won the Fremantle seat.

Jean was also looking forward to the Galati family super-
['IEITl"g.' at thi_‘ L LEY g I:':IH.]]. E"'Uf -.‘i!'lli.' Wah L HHE'ILL' o 1"|U.L'I'Il.i LI
August 20 as she was too ill. The party had been delayed tor
more than a year because of Mrs Galarti's illness, which was
first detected in 2007. But when it did get under way what a
party it was.

It was Jean who thought of entering the Galati family in the
Fremantle Council's Spirit of Heritage award, the top award
for heritage. Jean convinced the family it should enter the
competition in 2007 about the time her late stage cancer
Whals TL'"!.'EH.!CL‘I.. SI'LL' 'i.l!i'ij a4 great 'i.EL‘FI.I. ";'.'1'- w:]rk L"i.:lll.llf.'l;_'t'i.'['l:l':[ a
portfolio of photos and together we got the entry in with
minutes to spare, The final year of Jean's life was also spent
organising the Jean and John Tonkinson Research Trust
"n'.-'l.']i-l'_'E'.l Wils I:H’IH-E‘_"'L‘l LTy tt'lt.‘ PiFI]L" 1.]{'- I.'E'.IL‘i.T EI'L’I.']]'IEII'I. street music
school home. She had to battle, with the help of her
architect-friend Gerard McCann, to stop her house being

destroyed by invasive neighbours.

We will miss yvou, Jean.
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Demolition of Heritage Cottage
Threat on Hampton Road

An application to demolish this once-glorious Federation
cottage, on Hampton Road, opposite the Fremantle Prison,
has been lodged with the City of Fremantle.

[n its assessment, the City Planners concluded - using
consultant advice ~ that despite not being on the city's
heritage list, the cottage has some heritage significance, and
that the heritage values of the area would suffer significant
damage if demolition was allowed.

The Society endorsed this assessment, and submitted to the
Council’s Planning Services Committee that demolition
should not be approved, particularly when no plans for
new development on the site have been submitted to
Council. We also emphasised that the cottage is one of a
group of four similar adjacent cottages, and that the prized
Fremantle Prison, recently submitted for World Heritage
listing, is opposite, making the whole area of particular

heritage sensitivity.

A decision on the demalition - no plans have been offered
for new development at this stage - has been deferred
while the owner seeks another opinion on the building's
heritage value,

The Fremantle Society is not happy to see heritage assessments

‘being used in this way : as 'bids’ in a campaign for building

demolition. The Council officer’s and consultant’s advice
is, in our view, sufficient to show that demolition of this

building would be a severely retrograde step.

We urge City Councillors not o allow demolition of this
heritage building, but instead encourage the owner to
incorporate the building into redevelopment apparently
proposed for the block. Fremantle's heritage should be
respected and worked with, not demolished in the rush for

OCean views.

EAST END URBAN DESIGN STUDYHEERATE

Since raising concerns about the Consultants'
recommendations to Council in our April newsletter,
[ am pleased to report that Council has been persuaded
to engage with the community. On November 19th 09
Planning officers presented their recommendations to
a very well artended public meeting. Two days later
almost all of those who attended the presentation,
including many members of the Fremantle Society,
participated in a lively workshop. The workshop
facilitator has presented Council with a detailed
repart which will be considered at a workshop for
Councillors in the near future. It will then be made
available to the community. So watch this space!

Don Whittington

-
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Highlights from the President’s Report to

THE 2009 AGM

The Society's Committee has proposed that the Society
needs to ‘re-badge’ itself and project a more positive
image in 2010: one that corrects the picture of us as
‘spoilers’ and shows us for what we are - people dedicated
to protecting heritage ves, bur also dedicated to enhancing
the City's amenity, its cultural and social heritage. We
are |-CL"'-2,,' I to .‘lll]"l.'!LITr :!'I'E.i ["rLI!'I'II:,:ITl;_' TeN l,‘It"'.'i._':ll,,':lF'l]'l'lq_""I'ﬁt ’:E'[;'-I,T
E]Il‘llﬁ‘l‘“—“.lll‘ Eh'&.‘ L'iﬁ'-“ L]'lq'lrilq.:i_“'l' -Lll'i-...l [ ALl '.'.:E‘\'-.' :?-Z."'L']'l 0 S8
the Society become involved in social issues such as the
need for facilities for the aged in the City.

We want Fremantle to continue to be a good place in
which to live and work and - especially important in the
current political and economic climate ~ one which
provides facilities and atrractions for all groups in
society. To this end we have agreed to a regular series of
‘advertorials’ in the Herald to highlight our mission.

Some initiatives taken during 200¢

* The Appeal for funds and sponsorships for the
publication of the Fremantle Society’s history has
been very successful. We are on track to raise
sufficient money to cover the contracted cost. We are
[':I:lrri'..%“l'ﬂrl‘f ;:T:"I.Tﬂ.'ﬁ]] T l‘ht‘ [F’I:l]'l:':r' '|~|'|.L"|'|'|..|:"I.'.T.‘; :-H"l.';.i L'.la'i'l.‘l_'.rﬁ
who have donated generously to the book. Particular

fI".I:;i]'lI.-C_:'i tO committee 'I'I'Il;."I'I.III'IL'!T ]..::'l:!['l 1":-‘I.-'r]'t!i{l.'i'I'EJ'._::l'li‘.IF'I ".-i'hﬁ

with his incredible networks, has been of great help
in raising these funds. Thanks too to Anne Brake for
comvening the committee overseeing the history
project and to Kristy Bazacca for helping negotiate a
good contract for us with Fremantle Press.

With the Victoria Quay Tasktorce (a cross-precinct
group) we are in dialogue with Fremantle Ports,
T;;Il.l.l.'l"n.‘u-:jT'.l}_': a commitment T-TI.Z"[H T]'I.L‘['H O mMore r-l.]]]".'
highlight the key historical role of Immigration on
Victoria Quay. Fremantle Ports do not support our
petition for an Immigration Museum on Victoria
Quay but we think there is still a possibility that the
ING development may not go ahead. If so we think
an Immigration Museum, amongst other things, will
be seen as a more attractive alternative!

Many members joined the Galati family’s celebrations

of their 30th Anniversary in the Town Hall in August.

[t was clear from the words (and gifts) of thanks to us
that the Family greatly appreciated the Society’s role
in successfully nominating them for a Heritage
Award in 2008. For us, the only regret of the day was
that the late Jean Tonkinson, who - typically -
suggested and then helped put together the application,
was unable to join the celebrations due to ill health.

CHficial newsletter of The Fremantle Sociery Incorporaced. Established 1972, PO Box 828 Fremantle Wi G160
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A few additional thankyous » We are very sorry to be losing Cathy Hall as Secretaty

¢ Special thanks to Helen McLeod, Nicolas Gurr, Ruth and ."iitssi.i:f;pelli = t["reasumrithis year. We Ti:ghba
Belben and Eileen Richardson for their unstinting . ; Cathy - with her amazing capacity to do several jo

help with organisation and catering at our social Eﬂncgﬂﬁh’;;ﬁtf? rﬂ-c?:r? ﬁ{ﬂ:m l_l:er illsness. We
functions including ronight's AGM catering. And to Wi ¥ hucky having Cachy as Secretary,

Ron, Dianne and Val for the involvement with the and s A glad that she has numinat_ed_ﬁ}r the .
Gl il and B Committee next year as she has a special interest in

the Samson House project.
* Indeed many thanks to all members of the 2009

Committee: Cathy Hall, Nicolas Gurr, Val Cousins,
Michael Adeane, Adele Carles, Dianne Davidson,
Ron Davidson, Henty Farrar, David Hawks, Don
Whittington and Helen McLeod for their
enthusiastic contributions. Nicolas Gurr deputised
for me while I was out of town for a couple of stints,

s Alessio Capelli has finally thrown in the towel as
Treasurer after 13 years in the job. Over that period,
Alessio has kept our finances in very good shape
indeed, as you will hear shortly. Alessio’s work
commitments have made it increasingly difficult for

= him as Treasurer, but we hope 1o see you ar Society

thutiks for-that Nicholss: David Hawks carried the meetings in the future. You can run, but you
banner on Northport Quay, and was instrumental in can’t hide!
exploring the idea of having the West End added to * A really warm vote of thanks to Adele Carles, now
the National Heritage list. Henty Farrar has come up State member for Fremantle - and we were all
with our ‘re-badging’ campaign, amongst other delighted with that win earlier in the year! Thanks
things, while Val Cousins has been involved in most Adele for your contributions to the Committee in
everything! Ron Davidson and Helen McLeod were the last few years, and your continuing support. Your
both co-opted during the year. Helen has taken on love and care for Fremantle is obvious in the way you
the thankless task of Minutes Secretary lately for are tackling your new role. We accepted Adele’s
which thanks indeed, Meanwhile Ron has formally resignation from the Committee in September with
taken on editorship of our Newsletter, with great much regret.
graphic assistance from Michael Adeane. Liook forwasd s aneset et seat th 2010,

lan Alexander

Victoria Quay planning under another cloud

Hot on the heels of the recent announcement by ING thar chance. All furure planning for the Quay is now back in
they will, after all this time, be proceeding with their the hands of Fremantle Ports.

monstrous commercial development on Victoria Quay,
came another blow. The State Government has axed the
Western Victoria Quay Advisory Committee, a body which
gave some hope that Fremantle would not see a repeat of
the flawed planning process that yielded the ING
development (Fremantle Herald February 20th, page 2).

To regain any credibility on VO development, Fremantle
Ports must see that any development proposals for the
(Juay are more in keeping with the area’s maritime heritage
and its predominately low scale than is the ING
commercial centre.

Our own genuinely community-based Victoria Quay
Taskforce will be in touch with Fremantle Ports to seek
assurances to this effect.

The WVQ Committee was about to bring down
recommendations for the future development of the West
End of the Quay, after it engaged in some genuine
consultation with the Fremantle community. But the lan Alexander

current Government has not given the Commirttee that
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CY O’'Connor Lecture

Saints and sinners, healers and whores: Their lives were especially ditficult, particularly before the
women on the goldfields in the 18905 pipeline brought water to the area. This is illustrated in

: . Alma Frank's writing {above) as she describes the experience
This tale 1 tell is strange but true ! ; gl AR :

Of hardship borne with courage too of her motherin-law near Coolgardie in about 1900,
Of a woman who, with husband bold Some women recorded their lives in diaries, letters and
Has braved the bush in search of gold reminiscences; others wrote poetry and fiction. Katharine

. Ta =T e ¥ " -} 1 T
This strange tale is about ‘an Afghan’ who comes to a Susannah Prichard’s major work, her goldfields trilogy, has

. : two women, one white and one Aboriginal, as its
lonely mining camp demanding not goods but that most =

valuable commodity, water. It will be one of the fascinating centrgl characters.
examples of life and hardship on the goldfields explored in [n this talk, Associate Professor Delys Bird - honorary

the National Trust's 2010 C Y O'Connor Lecture. research fellow in the School of Social and Cultural Studies
at UWA, editor of Westerly and Chair of WritingWA - will

use a range of rare texts to explore the early years of

While the lives of heroic men are found in the historic

record, the voices of tenacious women who braved the

- : i . : struggle and boom on the goldfields.
men's world with their adaprability, entrepreneurial flair, ggle GOTHR S PAIte

and often resolute endurance remain silent. As workers You can hear Delys speak in Perth on Wednesday 10 March
and wives, mothers and lovers, women played a significant or in Kalgoorlie on Monday 15 March. For more details on
role in establishing the eastern goldfields. the lecture, and to make vour booking contact the National

Trust on (08) 9321 6088 or email trust@ntwa.com.au.

CY OCONNOR 'LECTURE

Saints and sin ners, healers While the lives of heroic men are found in the historic
record, the voices of women often remain silent. This

and whores: women on the

. year's CY O'Connor Lecture will reveal much about
Eﬂt(] fields in the 1 Hgﬂ‘\ the lives of women who braved a man’s
] i B .
world and life in general on the goldhelds

Lxcocnte Profewror Belys Rird — honorary . : ; o
Ir s at a I.Il'hHll'lu LI 11 our - Stale 5 !'Il'i-t'i!'r' L8

reseurch fellow in the School of Secial and

- y h Lising a range of rare texts, Assoc Prol
Culrorad Seendier o I, edicor of Wererly 5 sl

Dielys Bird will explore the .;|.-:l..'||:|-1,'.'|l'u'|i1_-ni
entreprencurial Hair and often resolute
endurance of women an the goldhiclds in
the 1890,

FERTH
"i'!-'l::ll'li.':-d.t} 10 March

a4y lor Bipm

Join members and friends of the National Trust to e:r.piun.'
this fasc iJI-lliILg and lintle known arca of Western Australian

Frantsy Hall history to be lollowed by a light supper,
Fal| XY Al = E &

UG Centre, Qlucen s Bulldings All weltcome, Members 7 Concessions 315,

Level 1, 97 William Street, Perth Non-members $20. Proceeds to the National Trust's
1T BREERNGE rs T S : z o I T :

Parking at Wilsons Car Park, Murray Strect Golden Pipeline, Donations to the National Trust are

KALGOORLIE tax deductible.

."-lunr.l.‘l-}' 15 March Book il'lgﬁ ssseitial

543 fon B RSVP

n.."..: \ -.... hool of Minc PERTH: Fri-.la:,.- 5 March

e e ek KALGOORLIE: Thursday i1 March
44 McDonald Streer, Kalgoorlie 9321 6088 or via trusti@ntwa.com.au

| THI COLDEN FIFLLIN Western Australian
. School of Mines

WATER

Rro RAT -

Juin the MNational Trost. Help consaryve and inter pret Western Australia’s unigue heritage. Visit wwow.niwa.com.au

Oiticial newsletter of The Fremantle Soclery Incorporated. Established 1972, PO Box 828 Feemanile WA A160 9



10

TWO CHANCES FOR
DEMOLITION

The society was recently approached to respond to a letrer
sent to the Fremantle Society by Sam Atlas who strongly
urges thar Cantonment Hill, Fremantle, be advanced as a
‘typographically and aesthetically unassailable landmark
which should be allowed to play its proper role as the focal
point of entry to Fremantle'. Mr. Atlas advocates the
prominence and magnificence of the site is “shamefully
hidden by a shabby warehouse structure devoid of
architectural relevance or credible utility”.

“To give the hill its proper focus”, according to Atlas, “this
building should be destroyed, the great limestone outcrop
behind it enriched botanically and repaired and reinforced
with fresh limestone as and where needed”.

“Oince the above is achieved (at no great cost)” Atlas suggests,
“it would remain to illuminate (floodlight) the hillside
throughour its height and breadth including the lovely
former signal station at its summit which might ultimarely
function as a splendid belvedere/café with vast river and
ocean views, This would have easy access from the Army
Museum in Burt Street or else from an artfully designed
“Jacob'’s Ladder” from Canning Highway (where the

warehouse currently stands) or from Queen Victoria Street'.

As a footnote to this letter, the editor of FREMANTLE,
Ron Davidson, adds: “We can hear members of the Art
Deco Society reaching for their pens to defend the old
Nawvy building”.

Our members are welcome to individually respond in the
next edition of our newsletter. In the meantime, we offer
the following response:

d photograph from the

Part of an o

Fremantle Local History Collection,
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Fremantle Librarv: which shows the
Naval Store building at the southern en

of the Fremantle Tratfic Bridoe.

The landmark Navy Store building has been of great
interest to the members of the Society who have included
the building in the Inventory of Significant Buildings of
the 1930s in Western Australia (1996). It was also the
starting point for the wellattended East FremantleArt
Deco Discovery Walk towards the end of the 1990s.

Notwithstanding the Aesthetic and historic value of the
complex of buildings that comprise the Artillery Barracks
in its 1911 setting created by government architect Hillson
Beasley, “the Navy Store and the Fremantle Harbour Signal
Station (while not part of the original concept) have
aesthetic value in their own right, both as pieces of design
and as landmarks that announce the arrival from the north
shore of the Swan River”.

In endorsing the above words expressed in the assessment
documentation prepared by the Heritage Council of WA
for the inclusion of the Navy Store building on the Register
of Heritage Places, we suggest that the Navy Store building
continues an integral part of the significant defence
precinct on Cantonment Hill,

Designed by Hobbs Winning and Leighton in 1936 the
Mavy Store building continues its original usage as a storage
building for the City of Fremantle.

Society members have contacted various bodies for
comments on the Navy Store building. We have found thar
it was classified as part of the Artillery Barracks by the
National Trust of Australia (WA) in 1980, entered on the
Register of the National Estate in 1982 and permanently
listed on the State Register 1997,

The society sentiments are also supported by the City of
Fremantle where one officer offered two chances for those
wishing to see the demise of the building —

1. None 2. Buckley's

S

CHfleial newslerer of The Fremantle Society Incorporated. Establohed 1972, PO Box 528 Fremantle WA Bl



The Fremantle Society Inc.

Founded 1972 Parron: Les Lauder

PO Box 828 Fremantle WA 6160

Membership fee of $ paid to The Fremantle Society on /201

Note: The Sociery's financial vear 1st November to 31st October

PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS

Please remember to notify us of any change of address immediately and return to:

Membership Committee The Fremantle Society Inc. PO Box 828 Fremantle WA 6160

The Fremantle Society Inc.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
NAME (S): Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms
ADDRESS:
Postcode
PH/FAX:
EMAIL ADDRESS:
[ / we wish to renew my membership of the Fremantle Society
Signature/ s: Date:
Ordinary Membership $20.00 Organisation Membership 3$50.00
Family Membership  $25.00 Corporate Membership  $100.00
Reduced Membership $10.00 Life Membership 250.00
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FREMANTLE HERITAGE FESTIVAL

28 May to 7 June 2010

Reunion Mucky Duck Bush Dance

The Fremantle Society will be organising several events
during the Heritage Festival. The main one is a Reunion
bush dance featuring Mucky Duck on Saturday May 29th in
the Fremantle Town Hall. The theme will be ‘back to the ™
1970s" and we are hoping that founding members will
support the event. When the Society started in the 1970s
Mucky Duck bush dances were held regularly. Not only did
they help to raise funds but they were also a very popular

social event.

Conservation of Heritage Awards 2010

The 2010 Fremantle & East Fremantle Heritage Awards aim
to acknowledge individuals, groups or projects that have
made a significant contribution to the social, cultural, built
or natural heritage of Fremantle and East Fremantle, We
would welcome your ideas for nominations.

FREMANTLE PARK
DRAFT CONSERVATION
MANAGEMENT PLAN

"The Fremantle society and the Fremantle Park Association
have been putting pressure on the council to prepare a
conservation management plan for Fremantle Park. This
has finally been completed and at its February meeting the
Fremantle Council passed a motion that the plan be
advertised for a 42 day consultation period. Council also
agreed that a report on any submissions received would be
prepared for further Council consideration following the
consultation period.

. _The report concludes that the park is as a whole is of some

significance and as such meets the threshold of eligibilicy
for listing on Municipal Heritage Inventory and the TPS4
Heritage List. The Fremantle Society will be advocating of
inclusion of the Park on the State heritage list once this
first step has been achieved.

The Fremantle Park Association will be organizing a
meeting during the 42 day consultation period which
Fremantle Society members would be welcome to attend.
If you are interested please contact Ruth Belben or Don
Whittington. There will also be an opportunity for written
submissions.



