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The South Fremantle Power Station - part of our industrial heritage bound for the scrapheap?
Or can it be saved and used as a new Maritime Museum to house Australia 11?

Industrial Heritage

Having amended the Constitution to include our Natural Heritage,
we now turn to Fremantle's Industrial Heritage.
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FROM THE CHAMBER J

Welcome to 1997, at last. This edition of "Fremantle" is being rushed to your door-step in
time for the May 3 Local Elections. We have invited short policy statements from the six
Fremantle mayoral candidates, and longer pieces from the "Smiths of East Fremantle". As
Tim (Smith) and Andrew (Smith) are both seeking second mayoral terms, and were not
invited to air their policies at our public meeting, we invited them to write as much as they
liked on their "Unfinished Business".

The Society itself is not endorsing any particular candidate for this year's mayoral elections.
President Hoare has come out publicly in support of Henty Farrar, but this was Ralph's
personal endorsement of Henty, not the Society position. In both the Fremantle and East
Fremantle Mayoral Elections, one can only hope that the best man will win - and that come
next elections we will see some women candidates out there again.

November's Annual General Meeting was well attended, and Brian Klopper's talk on the
Russell Street Tannery, a story which last year partly unfolded before your eyes in this very
magazine, was both informative and entertaining - including the enforced interval. The
future of the tannery is still unsure, but the meeting was impressed by the building's
relevance to Fremantle's architectural and social heritage, and feeling was that the core of
the tannery should be preserved for future generations.

We were pleased that the meeting ratified our proposed changes to the Objectives of the
Society to include protection of Fremantle's environmental heritage.

Our Objectives are now:

e To give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of
the Fremantle area.

e To encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable residential and
commercial district, whilst retaining its character.

e To encourage the retention and restoration of buildings and settings of historic and
aesthetic value.

e To encourage the preservation of the natural heritage of the Fremantle area.

® To ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high
architectural and aesthetic standards and serves the long-term interests of the area.

e To foster the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment
centre.

Never ones to let the heritage lawn grow under our feet, Vice-President Bryn Davis
appeared at our February meeting and voiced concern about our Industrial Heritage - see his
article on page 4. It is quite proper that we should be concerned about the potential loss of
this important aspect of Fremantle's history and heritage. Future generations are likely to
be more aware of the quality of their coffee and the space in which they drink it - see
Trevor Knowles' "Rights of Passage" - than aware of the vital role industry, export and the
port have played in the development of Fremantle.

Page 3



INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE

Bryn Davis

An aspect of Fremantle's heritage that has perhaps been neglected is that of our industrial
heritage. We have already lost an amount of significant industrial heritage: the Elders
Goldsborough Mort Woolstores in Cantonment Street, Western Star Flour Mill, Tramways,
the rope and twine factory, and the old harbour cranes, to name but a few. With the
gentrification of Fremantle the destruction of our industrial heritage is being accelerated,
and in the near future we are likely to lose some major landmark buildings. If this process
continues Fremantle will soon have lost a major part of its historical context, and people in
years to come might be led to believe that Fremantle was no more than a coastal, not an
important industrial, commercial, warehousing and thriving city port. Due mainly to the
efforts of the Fremantle Society, the E-Shed was saved, though not in its original location.
There are a number of other industrial sites currently under threat, which we should
consider saving.

South Fremantle Power Station

Under imminent threat of demolition is the South Fremantle Power Station which was due
to be demolished in a few months, but because of lack of funds has had a stay of execution,
at least temporarily. This building is an excellent example of late Art Deco industrial
architecture and is one of the few landmarks along the coast. It would have proved a
perfect site for the new Maritime Museum, but fell outside the boundaries of the area
considered suitable for the Museum. It was also considered to be lacking in necessary
infra-structure, but with the development of the Port Catherine Marina, possibly sufficient
infra-structure would be created to make this a viable option. It might also encourage the
linkage of a tramway or light rail between Naval Base and Fremantle. Should the Museum
be located at this site it would prevent the massive parking and traffic problems which
would result from the preferred location for expansion behind the Fremantle Port Authority
Building. Besides, it would eliminate the controversy which is bound to occur regarding
the design and size of the extended Museum. The money saved (approximately $25
million), plus the $5 million saved in the cost of not demolishing the Power Station would
go a long way to off-setting costs related to saving and redeveloping the building.

Cranes

The Port has already lost some of its original cranes, but quite a number remain, and these
form a very important landmark statement, giving Fremantle much of its sense of identity.
Moves should be made to ensure that even when the cranes are obsolete, a number of them
are preserved on the skyline as a reminder of Fremantle's importance in the development of
the state.

Grain Silos

Another major Fremantle landmark, the grain silos in North Fremantle, are due for
demolition in 1998. This again would destroy an important link in Fremantle's pivotal role
in the development of the state, and with the recent demolition of most of Bunbury's wheat
silos, it becomes important at state level to preserve this prominent example of one of our
major agricultural industries. Perhaps an alternative use for the silos could be their
conversion into new headquarters for the F.P.A., partly-funded by the sale of its present
administration building for use as a hotel, a concept which has already been floated.
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Sugar Refinery

Probably the saddest loss 1s the proposed demolition of the sugar refinery in Mosman Park.
Even though it is outside our general area of influence, this is still an important landmark of
the port region. The building has been purchased by Ralph Sarich who intends demolishing
it and creating prestige building lots, thus causing the loss of a major landmark on a river

singularly devoid of landmarks. It is really sad that no alternative or imaginative uses have
been considered for the existing building.

The Sugar Refinery at Mosman Park - due for demolition.

Looking for Loot

We are still eager to gather all the Society loot stored in people's garages and sheds and
place it safely in our storage space. (Many thanks to the Wearne family for contributing the
box of fabulous photos.) Where is the rest of the booty? Please phone Judy (339 4894) or
Ralph (430 6822) to arrange collection or delivery.



THE 1997 FREMANTLE MAYORAL ELECTION

We 1nvited short statements from each of the six Fremantle Mayoral Candidates, and have
reproduced them unedited. In order to prevent accusations of editorial bias, the statements
are presented in alphabetical order of the candidates’ surnames. For those readers voting in
the Fremantle election, we hope that these six pieces will help you decide which candidate
to support.

FRANK ACOCELLA

My name is Frank Acocella and I have lived in Hilton for 17 years. I have worked in
Fremantle for the past 27 years with the Australian Customs Service.

As a Councillor for the Hilton Ward 1 have represented the views of concerned ratepayers
and residents at Fremantle Council.

| am contesting the Mayoral candidacy because I believe many issues need urgent attention,
including:

® We need a revision of our current parking policies to encourage people to come to the
CBD by providing an easy access to the inner business area. This may incorporate free
parking zones or cheaper parking fees.

* Ratepayers money must be used to improve the quality of our streets, footpaths, street
lighting and cycle ways in the suburbs.

e A greater emphasis on community safety so as to make Fremantle a more attractive and
safer place for families.

 Some form of a workable precinct system so as to allow ongoing community
consultation.

® Our planning policies need fine tuning so that people can understand what they can and
cannot do with the property they own or intend to purchase, and I will be involved in
the review of the Town Planning Scheme.

° A firm commitment to ensure that the Council's debt is significantly reduced.
° To represent the views of concerned residents affected by the Eastern Bypass.
e A more open council and an end to secret meetings.

® We need a better community accepted waste minimisation and recycling plan.

HENTY FARRAR
I was born in Carnarvon, Western Australia and am a Surveyor by profession.

In 1974 T moved to Harvest Road and later lived in South Fremantle and the inner city.
White Gum Valley is now my home. I have two children.

Elected to Council in 1988 representing the Beaconsfield Ward [ have at one time or
another been an active member of most of Council's committees as well as representing the



City on the South West Regional Waste Management Scheme, the Fremantle Arts Centre
Board of Management and the Fremantle Prison Trust.

I am passionate about Fremantle, its heritage and strong sense of community is important to
me.

Currently I chair Council's Urban Management Committees; the Timber Houses Group; the
Heritage Week Organising Committee as well as being involved with committees in the
important areas of Audit, CEO's Performance and City Parking.

Lots of involvement, lots of experience.

I am not a member of any political party and have no personal financial interest in any
business in the City.

[ will work to:

e retain Fremantle as the 'village city’

® ensure open public access to city footpath trading areas

e reduce waste to landfill and provide better recycling collections
e provide quality open spaces in our city and suburbs

e discount parking costs for residents

[ value this community in all its diversity and, if elected, will represent the interests of
Fremantle people without fear or favour.

I will continue to work to save Fremantle's unique heritage.

BOB HEWITT

As your Mayor [ will:

o lobby State government for more funds to support our position as a regional centre and
work with the business community to revitalise our retailing and commercial sectors.

o work to ensure full consultation on planning and future development of the Port.
e not support the construction of the eastern bypass.

e support calming of Hampton Rd and lobby State Government for truck legislation to
Jorce heavy vehicles onto other appropriate roads.

o support the establishment of precincis.
o work with all sectors of the community to curb the problems of antisocial behaviour.
e lobby governments for funding of the full range of social care programmes.

e seek funding for a major performing arts facility in Fremantle and a home for the city's
important art collection, Deckchair Theatre and Fly by Night Club.

e contfinue to promote the sister city relationships and pursue reconciliation with the
Aboriginal community.



e support weekly rubbish collection, better waste minimisation practices, and a more
concerted effort to keep Fremantle clean and tidy.

e work for the care and maintenance and secure future of our natural and heritage assets.

e suppori responsible environmeni managemeni practices and the raising of awareness of
environmental issues.

o ensure our heritage buildings are retained and maintained.

PETER TAGLIAFERRI

Many changes have taken place in Fremantle over the past 20 years, both positive and
negative. Council decisions and policy have changed our life style at times without regard
to our needs. Primarily I see the challenge as your Mayor as balancing the diverse needs of
our community. Residents needs in the outer wards are different from those of the city
ward.

Yet the common thread is Fremantle as a FAMILY place and all residents want to feel
secure and safe wherever they live.

There is no question we need to support the existing commercial enterprise based around a
viable port and a sustainable fishing industry, allowing new tourist related business to grow,
but not at the expense of residents who need to have access to their city centre.

[n relation to my position on heritage, I rely on my record as a property owner of the
Newport Hotel and the restoration work we commenced in 1985 and completed prior to the
America's Cup. It was a restoration project I personally took pride in. Again we are
employing professionals to restore the hotel to its past glory since the recent fire.

When Mayor [ intend to consult widely on all matters and believe the Fremantle Society’s
proven track record on saving Fremantle's Built Environment makes it the obvious
community group which I would seek out for guidance on heritage matters, alongside the
Urban Design Committee and specialist staff employed by the Council.

The future of Fremantle is dependent on all sectors of the community pooling its collective
knowledge for the betterment of the city.

DOUG THOMPSON

Fremantle faces continuing changes and increasing pressure from State government and
sectional interests. These must be confronted by a Mayor who has a vision for Fremantle
as "Our" city, a track record of experience and achievement and the capacity to confront the
pressures exerted by special interest groups.

Fremantle must be an attractive safe place for families where residents feel a sense of
ownership. Council and residents in partnership through the precinct system and residents’
referenda can address the major issues facing us.



The Bypass, Waste Minimisation, the impact of traffic and issues associated with
environmental sustainability are the important issues facing us. I am unequivocal in
supporting fortnightly waste pick-ups as the most effective and cost efficient waste
program. I am actively opposing the Fremantle Eastern Bypass by setting the agenda for
Council to find other solutions.

The Free Transit Zone, traffic calming and a Pedestrian Priority Program are integral
clements of a Sustainable City Program. Maintaining and improving our beaches and
increasing support for Youth Sport and Recreation will help make Fremantle an attractive
place for families to live.

I believe that as partners we can address these major environmental and planning issues and
build a cohesive liveable community that preserves and enhances the unique characteristics
of our city. As a father of five I strongly believe that we should not condemn our children
to inherit an overdeveloped city whose special characteristics and sense of community and
social justice have been lost in the race for convenience and profit.

RICHARD UTTING

[t was interesting studying architecture in Perth in the 60's. One of the protests we, as
students, were involved with was trying to save the old Perth Barracks.

Alas we failed, save for the Arch, which remains as a foolish sentinel to those times. Not
so lucky was the beautiful Esplanade Hotel at the corner of the Esplanade and Howard
Street. It was a favourite watering hole of many a legal practitioner. In the early 70's, the
demolishers came like thieves in the night.

I suppose Fremantle was fortunate in being very much a sleepy hollow in those days. There
was not much money to be made in redeveloping this town.

But 1t started with Johnson Court, the Arundel Street flats, Myer, Target, and the entire
East redevelopment. It was due to the Fremantle Society back then and Mayor Bill
McKenzie that the vandals were kept relatively at bay. Otherwise Fremantle may have
become a grotty version of Kings Cross.

It is my opinion that the heritage of Fremantle is beyond compromise. The Burra Charter
imposes minimum standards. People who know me will say that when I decide to fight for

anything, I fight to win.

No compromises. No prisoners. This issue is just too important.

[ Committee Contenders

Best of luck to Fremantle Society secretary John Dethridge in his bid for election to
Fremantle’s East Ward and to the Society’s publications and exhibition person Judy
Wheeler in her run for East Fremantle's Richmond Ward.,



THE 1997 EAST FREMANTLE MAYORAL ELECTION

As stated earlier, neither Andrew Smith nor Tim Smith were invited to speak at our
Mayoral Candidates meeting on Tuesday 22 April. However, as the Society has quite a
large number of East Fremantle residents, we decided to redress the situation by inviting
Andrew and Tim to write as much as they liked on their "Unfinished Business".
"Unfinished” because both candidates are seeking a second Mayoral term. Tim Smith is
currently Mayor of East Fremantle, having beaten previous Mayor, Andrew Smith in the
last local elections. Again, we hope that these two pieces will help East Fremantle voters
decide how to vote on Saturday 3 May - and candidates are listed in alphabetical order,
Andrew then Tim.

ANDREW SMITH

A LITTLE HISTORY

[ joined the Fremantle Society over twenty years ago. I didn't live in Fremantle then. And
I didn’t really understand the principles of heritage conservation. But I knew in my heart
what was happening in Fremantle was wrong. The old buildings, graceful and functional
and full of charm were a direct link with our history. Yet the wrecker's ball was smashing
through them. And all in the name of "progress"! The east end of Fremantle was already
gone, but the west end still stood by a thread. I couldn't stand the thought of Fremantle
destroyed so I did what hundreds did then.

I joined the Society. I am now a life member.

In 1976 I moved to East Fremantle and in 1977 was approached by another Society member
and then councillor, Helen Mills, to run for the council.

And for me that started it all - into the breach!

"LET'S TIDY UP THIS TOWN"
Like Fremantle, East Fremantle was going through its own tough times. The old buildings
were coming down. Flats and units were going up.

I joined a small group of pro-heritage councillors up against a pro-development council and
council administration. It wasn't that the pro-developers were bad they just had no idea
what they were doing. They really believed in modernisation - "let's get rid of the rubbish
- let's tidy this town up", they would say, talking of the old homes. They lived out their
“progress or perish" philosophy with a grim determination, so the fight was hard. It's hard
to believe today but the fight was so fierce that to say you belonged to the Society was, to
some, akin to saying you were a communist.

A BATTLE FOR HEARTS AND MINDS

It was a battle for the heritage hearts and minds of the residents. And while it is easy to
say, like in Fremantle, we won the day, the battle was hard - banning triplexes in much of
the town, limiting group housing, putting a height limit on the river end of Plympton (Gold
Coast high-rise was envisioned for here in the town plan!), planting trees and most
important of all, getting rid of the Canning Highway deviation. This was part of the



massive road system planned in the 1960s and threatening over 300 of the oldest homes in
East Fremantle. Well in 1991 it went.

NOW FOR THE "LITTLE" ISSUES
But as a former councillor told me recently, while the battles over these issues were long
and hard and very important people forget them fast. And we can't live on past glories.

50 now, from the big issues (other than finalising our new town plan, stopping the
widening of Canning Highway and getting the trucks off our local streets - all key planks in
my platform) our attention must turn to the "little" ones - the streetscape, the urban design
(how we want our streets and parks to look), saving the remnant bushland (yep, there is still
some in East Fremantle, below the tennis courts and above Leeuwin Barracks), the natural
features like the limestone cliffs in Riverside Road and the Swan River.

We need to improve our footpaths, put in walking trails - for heritage, for the natural
features (imagine, from Fremantle to Point Walter on foot or bike), for exercise!

We need to improve our parks, underground our power, plant more trees and slow traffic in
our sireets.

Now all these things have been on the council agenda since 1994 but little has happened.
We already have the Kaeshagen Plan to preserve the river foreshore, the Campbell
Conservation Plan for George Street, but they have been shelved. They've been done and
paid for. They need to be dusted off and revisited.

A lot of work was done back then but it's stalled. Council divisions, a lack of leadership
and a rudderless council are all reasons why. Many councillors are calling for a change.
This election gives them and residents a real choice.

It elected the hard work will start. [ will recommence genuine consultation with residents
on all the key issues and will get things done. Open government is my hallmark.

This is going to be a close election so I urge all members to head out on May 3 and cast
their vote and invest in the future of East Fremantle.

TIM SMITH

The past three years as the Mayor of East Fremantle has been both challenging and
rewarding. The single most important item of unfinished business was the completion of
our Town Planning Scheme review; this was completed twelve months ago and the Draft is
now with the Minister of Planning awaiting his approval to advertise. The Draft Scheme is,
[ feel, a very good document, reflecting the community's aspirations and expectations, a
scheme that will protect the fabric of our Town. With the proclamation of the new Local
Government Act in July 1996 we have several legislative requirements to address.

e We, after many years of workshops, public forums and meetings, are very close to
completing our draft 5 Year Strategic Plan, a plan that will provide corporate direction
for the Town.



e Currently we are completing a comprehensive infrastructure review which will see the
development of a Principle Works Activity. This will ensure a programmed approach
to the maintenance and upgrading of the Town infrastructure, i.e. roads, kerbs,
footpaths, parks and reserves, efc.

e Council 1s compiling a Municipal Inventory which is a comprehensive list of buildings,
places or objects that have architectural, cultural or social significance.

e We recently completed the road modification in Riverside Road, which is part of the
implementation of the East Fremantle Foreshore Plan. A plan that will be implemented
and modified to ensure the protection of this very precious natural resource.

e Council 15 currently considering the recommendation arising from the East Fremantle
Oval Feasibility Study. The Study surveyed the residents in order to gain an idea of the
passive and active recreation needs of the Town.

Council has, at this year's elections, chosen to reduce its elected membership from 12
Councillors and a Mayor to 8 Councillors and a Mayor. This, coupled with the fact that we
are trialing

a change from the traditional committee system with one full council meeting a month to
two full council meetings a month and portfolios, will I am sure, see greater savings and
efficiencies achieved.

There is certainly much happening in the Town of East Fremantle and I am looking forward
to leading the Town through these changes.

RIGHTS OF PASSAGE

Trevor Knowles

What is commonly known as the Cappuccino Strip is well known to Fremantle residents and
visitors alike. But in our port town there is a problem for those wishing to walk along the
footpath. Pedestrians are losing their "right of passage”. Navigation along South Terrace
is becoming more and more difficult with many uncharted objects spilling into Pedestrian
Channel. These objects range form the expected table and chair to baby carriages, bicycles,
the odd dog or two, and people who pay no regard to the "Channel" rules.

The scene at 7.00 in the morning is one of order and neatness. The tables and chairs are
there, and the "Channel" is well-defined, but few people have yet arrived. As the day
progresses the order becomes less and less until at times pedestrians seeking to pass through
are forced to move in single file or even move onto the roadway.



As we all know the City has widened the footpath along the strip but rather than making it
roomier for the passing parade, we see many of the adjoining businesses laying claim to this
public space with their tables and chairs. The City is now considering granting formal
rights to the coffee vendors to have even more permanent right over the footpath. One
reason for this proposed action is to allow alcohol to be consumed legally with meals. At

present it is not legal to serve alcohol on the footpath, but the practice appears to be
tolerated and is under control.

The Fremantle Society is concerned that the expansion and granting of permanent rights and
fixtures on the public footpath may not be in the best interests of Fremantle at large. There
1s no doubt that the coffee shops along the Strip welcome the expansion of their floor space,
with no additional capital costs and a very small rental charge to the City.

However footpaths are essential. Before the upgrade of the Terrace, there were parked cars
between moving vehicles, and pedestrians and coffee-drinkers. Now there is no separation
from the moving vehicles, and although the speed limit is supposed to be 40 k.p.h., a
vehicle travelling at that speed can still kill.

Old sayings still have valid meanings, and one could say "enough is enough” - no more
coffee tables and no permanent licensing causing the loss of even more "Pedestrian
Channel."”

Steering a course through the Strip can be hazardous.

The City is seeking public comment on this subject, so why not drop them
@ note expressing your views?




Our Response to the Review of Town Planning Scheme No.3

The Fremantle Society recently responded to the City Council’s invitation to comment on
the review of the City of Fremantle, Town Planning Scheme No. 3. The planning
sub-committee of the Society met on 13 February 1997 and identified the following issues
which have been submitted to Council,

I. There 1s strong Society support for the control by Council of the demolition of
buildings. This mechanism is the strongest and singularly most important weapon that
Council has to control development and to conserve Fremantle’s heritage. The new
TOWN PLANNING SCHEME should reinforce Council’s power in this regard and
remove any ambiguity that exists that allows some demolitions to occur against a
decision of Council.,

2. The new TOWN PLANNING SCHEME should be specifically linked to the Heritage
Act to allow protection under the new TOWN PLANNING SCHEME of buildings
that are registered on the various heritage lists. This linking and protection of heritage
buildings should be extended to include buildings on the Local Inventory and other
heritage lists like the 1978 Fremantle Society classification of residential buildings.

3. The Residential Densities (R Codes) prescribed in TOWN PLANNING SCHEME
No. 3 to most of Fremantle are totally irrelevant. Anecdotal evidence suggests that
much of Fremantle is being developed at densities far higher than the prescribed
density for any given block or precinct. This over densification has largely been
created by the over use of Clauses 63 and 69 of the Town Planning Scheme. The
Fremantle Society believes that the residential densities prescribed for any block or
precinct should be equal to the existing underlying density of the heritage housing
stock that exists within that block or precinct.

Inappropriate scale of building in heritage territory.



10.

Clause 63 - Density Bonus Provisions - Infill Housing:

4.1 In the majority of cases Clause 63 has out lived its useful contribution to the
City.

4.2 The use of Clause 63 should be discontinued in all but minor cases and the
bonus provisions be restricted to less than 10%.

4,3 A new policy on the use of Clause 63 must clearly delineate the reasons for the
change of practice and set out those circumstances where Council discretion can
be granted.

4.4 Council should make Clause 63 development density data available and plot on
maps the actual densities of all developments that have been approved and that
have exceeded the R Code for that precinct. This information should be readily
available to Councillors and the Public when any decisions on density bonuses
are made in the future.

Clause 69 - Density Bonus Provisions - Recycled Buildings:

5.1 In the majority of cases Clause 69 has out lived its useful contribution to the
City.

5.2 The use of Clause 69 should be discontinued except where buildings have
significant heritage value.

5.3 A new policy on the use of Clause 69 must clearly state that any increase in

density should be proportional to the extent or value of heritage fabric

conserved.

Council should make Clause 69 development density data available and plot on

maps the actual densities of all developments that have been approved and that

have exceed the R Code for that precinct. This information should be readily

available to Councillors and the Public when any decisions on density bonuses

are made in the future.
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The Fremantle Society believes that as many as possible of the existing Urban
Management Policies that are “working” should be directly incorporated into the new
Town Planning Scheme. The policies should be mandatory and non discretionary.

The current advertising and notification requirements for new development should be
expanded to include all two storey infill housing and two storey additions to existing
dwellings.

The 4 storey height limit in the West End must be retained and strengthened. The
proliferation of the roof top “chicken coop” additions of recent times must be

stopped.

Parking in the inner city is now a real problem. A realistic assessment of the parking
needs of new developments must be translated into new parking bays. The granting of
parking concessions must cease. A proactive approach must also be taken by Council
to providing adequate public transport and bike tracks.

Parks and Public Open Space need to be increased to compensate for the increase in
density resulting from infill development.



11. The Green Plan links need to be identified and shown on the new Town Planning
Scheme.

12. The Plot Ratio of housing needs to be enforced in the inner areas. The scale of many
dwellings has become excessive to the size of the lots they are being built on.

13. In heritage precincts any infill housing that may still allowed must be sympathetic
with the existing heritage housing stock of the precinct.

Conclusion

There are many major issues concerning the community that flow from the inadequacies of
the current Town Planning Scheme No. 3.

The Fremantle Society recommends that Council takes the bold step and prepares a new
Town Planning Scheme that better reflects our present and future needs rather than taking
the lesser alternative of amending the existing scheme.

GREENPLAN

Bryn Davis

There have been several encouraging developments regarding Fremantle's Greenplan. This
plan, to remind readers, is an attempt to link the green areas of Fremantle to create rivers of
parkland, rather than islands. This plan has been officially adopted by the F.C.C. and this
year received funding for a feasibility study to examine how it might best be implemented.
The Council has also called for representatives from the community to be part of a
consultative committee for the initial stages of planning. This involves building into the
Town Planning Scheme provisions for linkages, involving land swaps where necessary and
even the purchase of strategically important pieces of land considered necessary to create
these linkages.

Even more encouraging is the likelihood that the State Government may create and
part-fund a Regional Park in North Fremantle. This plan was first put forward by the
Buckland Hill Action Group as the Leighton Peninsula Regional Park, in an attempt to
compensate for the loss Buckland Hill. The Group planned to create a park which linked
the ocean to the river, and which includes both beaches and river foreshore areas under one
authority. The idea was to try to acquire uncommitted and undeveloped land to be part of
this octopus-shaped parkland. To date some of the Northbank foreshore has been lost, but
most of Cypress Hill has been gained. Much of the plans are still undefined, with
boundaries very open at the present, but the State Government is setting up a committee of
Fremantle, Cottesloe, and Mosman Park councillors and council staff to conduct 1mtal
investigation. The park will be called Vlamingh Park, and hopefully will be gazetted this
year. This year marks the tricentennial of Vlamingh's first landing in the area, and it was
from there that he first saw and named the Swan River.



