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FREMANTLE SOCIETY

WINS STATE
HERITAGE AWARD

The FREMANTLE SOCIETY won the

category for outstanding contribution for a
community-based organisation at the WA
Heritage Council Awards on April 14th. In

presenting the award, Minister John Castrilli
commented

“Fearless advocates of heritage,
the Fremantle Society has played
an important role in making
Fremantle one of our premium
heritage places. It is a local
organisation that continues to
have Statewide impact.” The
Minister went on to say

“Celebration of our heritage is

crucial to our understanding of

ourselves as a people.”

Clockwise from rear left: Alan Kelsall,
Sam Wilson, Cathy Hall, Jon Strachan,
Ruth Belben, Don Whittington

Fremantle organisations were well
represented at the 19th Western Australian
Heritage Awards. FREMANTLE PRISON
and FREMANTLE PORTS also won
awards. This is an outstanding success and
shows Fremantle is well ahead of the pack

when it comes to preserving our heritage.

“I was very proud to accept this prestigious
award on behalf of the Fremantle Society at
the annual WA Heritage Council awards
night, held this year in UWA's Winthrop
Hall. The challenges have changed and the
Society has moved with those challenges to
remain as relevant to today’s Fremantle as it
was when it was formed almost 40 years ago.
A big thank you to the committee and
members for all their work and a special
thank you to new Secretary, Pam Hartree,
for the work she contributed to the
Fremantle Society’s nomination”.

Jon Strachan, President
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MEMBERSHIP
Renewals

A renewal form is included in this newsletter and we
encourage you to renew your membership if you haven't
done so for 2010/ 11. This is another big year for the
Society and we need your support.

New members

We welcome the following new members who have joined

since the Society's most recent newsletter in 2010:

Dr Alison Gregg and
Jim Gregg
Sam Wilson

Matt Elliotr and
Sophie Baker

Paul Roberts
Malcolm Vivian
Family Borrello
Judy Anderson
Mary-Ann Goodlich
Paul Gamblin

Dr Noorel Mecklai and
Tony Fitzgerald

Liz and John Houston

Alan Fenna, Stefanie
Dobro and family

lan and Lorraine
Sweetman

Penny Sandover
Michael Norriss
John Burwood

Maureen and
Damien Flynn

Warwick and Anne Steele

Raj, Helen, Lana and
Stella Jadeja

Marlene Qostryck

Sam Wainwright and
Janer Parker

Denise and Robert
Buetler

Doreen Palmer
Peter Harlow

Patricia Jones

Len Glamuzina
Ann and Ray Forma
Lorna Dick

Jack Kent and
Sylvia Gilchrist

Marion Blair
Michael Rattray
Maureen Finn
Colleen McKenney
Harbour theatre
Deckchair Theatre
Olbromski Family
Sam Huf

Anthea Taylor
Leonie Deegan
Daphne Bellingeri

Patricia and
Krystapher Fic

Pam Hartree

Mike Pauly

Anna George
Catherine McLauchlan

Brian Smith, Penny
Kirkland Smith and
Wynn Smith

Toni Harris

John and Chris Hedges
Rachel Pemberton
Madison Lloyd-Jones
Dorle Ruthrof

Brian Shearsmith
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I'm delighted to report that 2011 sees the Fremantle
Society in a very strong position, thanks to the legacy left
by retiring President lan Alexander. Thank you lan. We
have a full committee whom [ thank for their commirment.
And a home at 11 Captain’s Lane giving us a base for work
and a place for our archives, together with a physical presence
in one of Fremantle's premier heritage precinets. Fighting
for Fremantle is selling well and we are financially secure.

[ said at the AGM that 1 will be following lan's example,
building on the work he did which relies on a strong
committee system. | thank members of our various
committees for their work and time. [ am optimistic about
Fremantle and the Society's future and will support
initiatives that improve Fremantle's vibrancy while working
to amend proposals thar have got it wrong. Adaptive re-use
is an important part of Fremantle's Heritage future;
fostering this is easier in a vibrant environment than a
depressed one. Through knowledge and understanding of
our past, our cultural capital is enriched and the whole
City benefits. Knowing where we come from allows us to
know where we are heading, allowing us to move forward
with confidence.

Briefly, 2011 has seen the Society make many submissions.
(See article on page 4 for details.)

Your Planning and Heritage sub-committee responded to
requests from the Heritage Council WA (HCWA) to attend
a workshop on it future directions and lodged two submissions
on Interim State Heritage Listing nominations in
Fremantle’s CBD. The two sites are Pakenham St. Studios
(a former wool/bond store) and the old Power Substation
on Parry 5t. (the former World of Energy Museum).

“Knowing where we come from allows
us to know where we are heading,
allowing us to move forward

with confidence”

I have represented the Society both formally and informally
to further our relationships with a range of organisations
and representatives, including Notre Dame University

(LUNDA), Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, Fremantle
Prison and State parliamentarians.

Finally, a word on the 2011 Fremantle Heritage Festival,
an intrinsic part of Fremantle and its vibrancy. The Society
will be co-operating with Fremantle History Society to
repeat last year's successful event and will work with
stakeholders such as Fremantle Ports, Fremantle Prison
and Fremantle and East Fremantle Councils to achieve
this. We do not support the proposed amalgamation of the
Heritage Festival with the Fremantle Festival but will not
allow that fight to ger in the way of making 2011 a

stellar event.

Congratulations on your membership of the Fremantle
Society: our success is our strong membership and our
interaction with you. Society membership makes a great
gift, as does a copy of Fighting for Fremantle. Enjoy this
Newsletter and keep in touch via your Blog
<tremantlesociety.org.au/blog/>; email
<secretary@fremantlesociety.org.au>; or drop us a line at
Box 828 Fremantle 6160. Remember you are welcome to
attend Committee Meetings held every 4th Thursday at
11 Captain’s Lane, Arthur Head from 6:00 p.m.

Jon Strachan, President
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Planning and Society Submissions

The Society is involved in many aspects of Fremantle life
and a core duty is monitoring local planning applications
and where appropriate preparing submissions:

e The Fremantle East End Amendment was adopted in
December by Council. The committee is disappointed
Council did not adopt any key aspects of our

submission.

Excerpts from East Fremantle Counicl meetings on the
Roval George Hotel: East Fremantle's Council Chamber was
packed to capacity for Tuesday’s Full Council meeting...... The
Roval George Hotel is clearly close to the hearts of East Fremantle
folk........ Their main objections were loss of community space
particularly for the arts and lack of commitment by the developer
in meeting the parking shortfall of over 40 bays. There was
frustration at losing the Roval George as a Council held
community asset to a private development proposal. Cr Martin
likened it to two lovers, both parties telling each other what
wonderful things they could achieve together, but ending in
divorce. The Officer’s recommendation was for Conditional
Approval. Whilst there were 20+ conditions, they differed only in
dealing with parking issues. Cr de Jong moved conditional
approval nequiring ‘submission of amended plans incorporating
sufficient onsite car parking....." Cr Collinson led the charge for
outright Refusal. 40 minutes later conditional Approval was
passed 5-3. This is with SAT and hopefully commeon sense
will prevail with an outcome allowing development with
community and Council support.

» The Society was contacted by the Naval Base Shacks
Association regarding Cockburn Council’s action to
remove them and to downgrade their Heritage Listing
of the area. We lodged a comment with Cockburn
Council and offered representatives of the Association
advice and support.

» A major application is for a YHA hostel in the Woman's
Division of Fremantle Prison. The Society supports
adaptive reuse in the World Heritage Prison Site and
outlined shortfalls in the current proposal. Key aspects
of the proposal are removal of TAFE structure in East
Courtyard, replacement with 2 storey transportable
accommodation blocks, location of utilities
transportable in West Courtyard, adaptation of existing
prison buildings and installation of a swimming pool.

¢ The WA Museum applied to demolish a former US
Naval Depot Laundry building on land adjacent to

Fremantle Arts Centre. Support from a broad range of

historian and heritage experts calling to retain the
building has been unprecedented. Special thanks to
Lindsay Peet for work he is undertaking. Council vored
to support demolition, followed by the WAPC, Cr
Dowson is working to save the building through notice
of motion to accept the site from WAM with the building
intact and for Council to restore it.

Little Creatures submitted an application for a Little
Hotel adjacent to their Fishing Boat Harbour Brewery.
A planning Committee representative sighted the plans
at Council and Jon Strachan attended a workshop with
Council Officers and the applicants. This application
was approved by Planning Services Committee
unanimously.

Hilton Policy review received final adoption at Council.
Hilton has heritage significance as a garden suburb and
careful consideration of the original planning ethos
needs o be maintained when new dwellings are built.
Some key aspects remain, however. The new policy
allows double garages to front the street paving the way
for project homes. Whilst such dwellings can be appropriate
for new subdivisions, their spread into Hilton risks
undermining the character of our garden suburb.

The big news for the Sociery is that ING have
abandoned plans to build a boxlike shopping centre
and carpark on Victoria Quay. The Society can feel
justly proud of the influence we had on this outcome.
We look forward to being involved in any new
developments for Victoria Quay and welcome
sympathetic development.
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Heritage Festival 2011

Fremantle Heritage Festival is a highpoint on Fremantle's
calendar and this vear it runs from Friday 27 May to
Sunday 5 June. Our Heritage Festival Committee has
worked closely with the Fremantle History Society to bring
you some great events. Please join us at them!

SONGS AND STORIES FROM BEENARD CARNEY
Fremantle Town Hall on Friday 27 May at 7.30pm.
Bernard will share stories and songs from his life and
launch his new CD. He will be joined by David Hyams and
other friends. Licensed event. For information and tickets

contact: jonstrachan@dalystreet6162.com
Presale only $14.95 for FS members

HERITAGE @ AND A Vicroria Hall Tuesday 31 May
7.30pm. The ABC's Robyn Johnston will MC this new
event Whl:!'ﬁ:" I.'I'll'_" ﬂ'l_l(IiEI'lCE HEL: -I'_]'LEI'_'EH.H]'[E l.'lf- Our 'Flﬂl"lt‘!
members. Licensed.

DON'S TRAM TOURS Fremantle Arts Centre on
Saturday 4 June at 3pm and 4pm. Don Whittingron will
tell you of the part the Fremantle Society played in saving
the City’s heritage icons. This was one of the highlights of
the 2010 Heritage Festival and is back by popular demand.
Bookings: 93356091 or rbelben@iiner.net.au. Cost: 510 or
$5 for children.

FREMANTLE CLUB CRAWL Fremantle's Clubs are an
intrinsic part of Fremantle's history & future. Join us on a
friendly visit to four clubs, with a short talk and time for a
drink in each. Bar snacks will be provided at the last stop.
Free. Buy your own drinks. Friday 3 June 3:30pm to

5.30pm. Meet at the WYOLA Club, 81 High St.

OPEN HERITAGE DOORS Sunday afternoon 29 May
is your chance to get a look inside some Fremantle's
heritage buildings.

LUNATICS AND ART John Dowson and Rob Campbell

update their popular talk on the former Asylum at
Fremantle Arts Centre on Saturday 28 May 1lam-1lpm

LUNCHBOX HERITAGE a school-based project from

Vice President Henty Farrar.

THE FREMANTLE HISTORY SOCIETY will hosr a talk
from Alan Kelsall Renovating St Pats; 3:00pm Saturday
28 May in the Basilica, The Making of Montessori;
7:00pm Wednesday | June in Greg James's | Shed studio
and Fremantle's Underbelly; 3:00pm Thursday 2 June
with Ron Davidson at the World Heritage listed Fremantle
Prison, There is also a Hilton Heritage Dance on
Saturday 4 June at 6:00pm at Hilton Bowling Club,
organised by Noorel Mecklai (see page 6).

Look out for the program and join the Society in
celebrating Fremantle's heritage; it'll be a fantastic week.
Further informarion at www.freo.org.au and remember
volunteers are always welcome, call Jon 0417 901 809 if you
can help.

Finally 2 word on the future of our Heritage Festival. The
City's Cultural Development Working Group has released
their draft report on Fremantle's events. One of their
recommendations is the amalgamation of the Heritage
Festival with the Fremantle Festival. The Society does not
support this move.

WONDERFUL STAN PARKS REMEMBERED

DON Whittington was in for a surprise when he checked
requests for copies of Fighting for Fremantle. There was a
name he remembered well - Joan Parks. Joan is the widow
of the wonderful City Manager, Stan Parks, and he often
met hEF at CI:'.ILl]'lCi.]. Functii}ﬂ!‘i-. ﬂﬂln Wk OTe Uf- TI"It: EHI’I"_!-'
Fremantle Society councillors and later deputy-mayor. Joan
asked Don whether Stan had been well treated by Bon and
Dianne Davidson, the book's joint authors. Don assured her
that this was the case. Joan was still worried that as she was
“almost a hundred’ she may not get through the book. From
her lively conversation there seemed no doubt about that,

Stan Parks was one of the early heroes of the battle to save
Fremantle in the seventies. With the Fremantle Sociery he

opposed attempts to demolish the Fremantle Markets to
make way for a set of wraffic lights; he was also prominent in
getting Fremantle Prison established as a heritage icon rather
than being demolished and replaced by high rise apartments.
He also helped in the saving of the Evan Davies Building.

Stan Parks was very keen to prevent any illegal behaviour by
some parties during early arguments about the proposed 16
storey ‘glass tower.which was one of the Fremantle Society’s
earliest battles. Arguments often took a turn for the worse.

But Stan in typical fashion warned of the dangers of police
involvement which seemed about to happen. Then he told

all those involved to go and “pull their heads in’.

Ron Davidson

Official newsletter of The Fremantle Society In CODPO ted. Establivhed 1972 PO Box 828 Fremancke WA 6160
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THANK YOU TO OUR
DR IAN ALEXANDER

At the .-'I,ix:liﬁ' Al f:"&g SO 1 |.1-|L'|.\i.'|!.-"'-.'=..“"~ f:':'!'L”'.".".‘iLlL'\i
Dr [an Alexander who had been President
since L':sl'|'a _1-:':%1';__ -[_|h'1'~; was unantmous
support for a motion to grant lan honorary
lite membership on account of the ~=*;_u“_:1',
‘*-l'l"'.i-. i |1'.' |1.|'~ Zu‘:t.l-.'_"l'i'ai CD J".'i"l:':il‘:‘.ii:_' :i!].l L)
the Society during his time as President.

His President’s report, included in this
newsletter is a testament to what was
wchieved durine his final vear as President.

Dwuring his term as President, lan articulared a new vision for Fremantle and was active in planning issues. He also developed

closer ties with the Heritage Council and other heritage bodies. He was able to mobilize the Fremantle community when

confronted with challenging issues such as the threat of the ING commercial development. His collaborative approach led

him to set up the Victoria Quay Task Force (WVQTF) consisting of representatives from community organizations strongly

opposed to the proposed development on Victoria Quay.

lan also improved the Society's effectiveness and actively engaged the membership by introducing more working groups such

as the planning and heritage subcommirttee.

lan’s consultative, inclusive approach combined with the authority that he brought from years of experience improved the

credibility and impact of the Fremantle Society. Membership doubled during his time as President and there has been

renewed energy and enthusiasm for tackling the heritage challenges that continue to confront us in Fremantle.

Don Whittington, FormerSociety President and
2011 Chair of Planning & Heritage SubCommittee:

It has been a privilege to work with someone as dedicated
and knowledgeable as lan and [ have enormous respect for
what he achieved during his term as President of the
Fremantle Society, He has been an outstanding President
and leader and we have been fortunate to have someone
with his skills, background and passion about heritage in
that role. lan's capacity to analyse, develop ideas and
articulate clearly on planning issues combined with his
strong commitment to the conservation of heritage will be
greatly missed by the Fremantle Society.

Cathy Hall, Former President and Secretary:

It is a pleasurable task for me to add my voice to triburtes to
lan Alexander for his contribution to the Fremantle
Society during his Presidency term between 2007 & 2010.
Having personally sought lan's nomination during 2006 1
was of course delighted during the lacter half of 2007 when
he came on board. Others who have worked with lan have
acknowledged the broad suite of expertise he brought to
the role and the benefits for Fremantle. For myself,
working with lan on a broad range of matters, as Society
Secretary in the early years of his Presidency was a pleasure
indeed. I would particularly comment here on lan's team
building skills and the strong role he has played, building
on earlier work of former President Kris Kennedy and
myself, in strengthening the effectiveness of the Society's
committee processes, the success of which Office bearers,
Committee members and Members can atrest.

COrfficial newsletter of The Fremantle Society Incorporared. Eseablished 1972, PO Box 828 Fremantle WA 6160



President Dr Ian Alexander’s Report to the
Fremantle Society 2010 AGM

This has been a busy and successful year for the Society.

With the help of an active Committee and a growing
membership that recently reached over 300 we have launched
a charter that gives the Society a new image. And we have a
new logo to replace the rather fusty, but much loved,
Roundhouse image. And to push us into the digital age, we
have a new blog, and after many years, a refreshed website.

These changes seek to:
* modernise and broaden the scope of the Society;

* make it more inclusive and of greater appeal to younger
generations; and

* involve more intensive interaction between the
Committee, the membership and the wider community of
Fremantle and its hinterland.

Earlier in the year, we also made an active contribution to
a rejuvenated Heritage Week with our lively Mucky Duck
Bush dance, Don's Tram tours, and a tour of historic
houses near Fremantle Park. We received a Heritage Award
from the City of Fremantle for the Society's contribution
to the city’s cultural and built heritage.

And to top it all there was the very successful launch by the
Premier of the Society’s history, Fighting for Fremantle, at
Victoria Hall just a few months ago. Ron and Dianne
Davidson have done the Society an immeasurable service
and preliminary sales figures of the book are very
encouraging.

While by its nature Fighting for Fremantle looks back, it
also provides a springboard for the future. It is a statement
that “the Society has arrived”, and also saying "watch out
all those who seek to compromise the character and culture
of this great city.” A theme to which [ will return,

Orher highlights of this year that | would like to
mention are:

* The search for a permanent home for the Society is
making slow but sure progress. We have, after much
discussion and planning, made an application for
Lotterywest funding for the renovation of the cottage
and stables at Samson House, a property now under the
National Trust which has greatly assisted our grant
application. If successful, that grant will eventually
enable the Society, along with - we hope - Fremantle
History Society and the Maritime Heritage Association,
both of which supported the application - to occupy
the cottage as an office and ‘shop-front’, and to hold
Committee and other meetings in the old stables.

* Meanwhile, we have had to move our stored goods and
records from the Roval George Hotel - increasingly a
target for vandals and thieves - pending the renewal
project there. The City of Fremantle (with many thanks
to Mayor Brad Pettitt here) has come to our temporary
Tescue b':,-' !Eﬂ[ﬂg s store [hE g{-.lﬂl..']ﬁ in a vacant Ehﬂp
under the Henderson Street Car Park. And we are now
in negotiations with the City over a possible shortterm
lease of one of the historic cottages near the
Roundhouse.

e The Victoria Quay Taskforce - a cross-precinet group
started by the Society ~ has kept the Quay area under
scrutiny, and has continued to push for a home for a
centre where the Fremantle's key role in WA's
immigration story can be told. The Taskforce is still
hopeful that ING will sell their lease on the Quay to a
developer more in sympathy with Fremantle's needs.
am pleased to report that June Hutchison, a long-term
member of the Taskforce, has agreed to chair the group
from now on.

* The Planning and Heritage subcommittee has kept an
active watching brief on developments around the city
and spoken up on many occasions when these threaten
the city’s character and amenity. In this vein, we put in
a submission on the proposed East End Planning
Scheme amendment. We urged that the new buildings
proposed there harmonise better with adjacent
residential areas and existing heritage buildings such as
Fort Knox. This matter is still before the Council for
decision but regrettably our submission seems to have
had little influence on the recommendations.

Orfictal newsletrer of The Fremantle Soctety Incorporated, Established 1972, PO Box 828 Fremande WA 6160
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Along with Don Whittington, | am a member of the
Council’s City Centre Strategic Sites Committee. It's
good to be part of those discussions on behalf of the
community. But [ have to report that there is a strong
push to have many sites berween Marker St. and Queen
Victoria St. rezoned for higher density and raller
development than the current 4-5 storeys allowed by
TPS4. We are told that TPS4 is ‘out of date’, despite the
fact that it was only gazetted a few years ago after long
community discussion. And now we are told that denser
City centre development is something of an "economic
imperative’ to allow for ‘needed’ expansion of jobs and
resident population in the city centre.

However, there is a real danger that such rezoning will
open the door to development that could seriously erode
the amenity and relatively low-scale human character of
the historic core of Fremantle. This would diminish the
very thing that makes our city distinctive and attractive to
visitors. For example, one architect has suggested six ‘slim
high-rise towers’ of up to 17 storeys at a key city-centre
site. That would certainly make a 'statement’, but to my
mind is simply not the sort of statement the City centre
needs. In all of this, the City's new Idenrity Code that
urges compatible infill development in the core seems to
have been pushed aside in the rush to secure
development.

There are other ways to accommodate the demand for
denser/high-rise development than foisting it on the
historic City centre. One way, suggested by Agnieshka
Kiera, City heritage architect and member of our Society,
is to build up nodes of denser commercial and residential
development in areas such as the east end of Victoria
Quay, the old South Fremantle industrial area and the
soon to be developed Knutsford St. precinct. That is an
alternative that | think should be explored by the Society

In closing, | would like to pay some heartfelt thanks. First to

the 2010 Committee, who have been great to work with:

™

Henty Farrar, who has contributed greatly to our re-
badging exercise, and to the Society's presence in
Heritage week,

Ruth Belben, a fantastic secretary, and a brilliant
organiser of our socials and other events

Jack Turnbull, a punctilious, watchful and yet flexible
Treasurer,

Ron and Dianne Davidson, our champion authors and
keepers of the faith, and Ron for his creative editorial
work on our newsletter

Dorn Whittington, who almost single-handedly increased
our membership by about 100 this year, and for his very
successful tram rours,

Wendy Yorke, now in the UK, who steered the rebadging
exercise,

Michael Adeane, for his brilliant graphic work and
assistance with the new charter and revamping of the
website,

Cathy Hall, for her tireless work on all manner of things
but especially the Society's records,

Valerie Cousins for help with VQTF, the minutes and the
Society's records,

Mark Randall, for keeping us informed about precinets
and other matters going on at City Hall,

Bob Reece, for new ideas and his contribution to the
City’s cultural development working group

Micolas Gurr, there with his bonhomie and his rruck
when it was needed.

Kate House, who had to drop out because of work
commitments

More recently, Roel Loopers and Sam Wilsen have joined
the Committee. Roel has not only helped out tirelessly at
functions and taken some great photos, but has also
taken over stewardship of the communications group and
set up our new and lively blog, called Fremantle Tribe.
Sam has helped with this and has brought us into the
digiral age by starting some long-overdue work by
rejuvenating our tired website and establishing a linked
and interesting news site about all things Fremantle ~
“PlanetFren”.

I'd also like to thank noncommittee members bur great

contributors:

-

David Hawks for his continuing work with Fremantle
Ports and for being our nominated rep on the newly
established West End Taskforce that will finally turn City
Council attention to the important question of listing
that area.

June Hutchison for her invaluable liaison work with the

City and the VQTF.
David Hutchison likewise

Mary Connor for her enthusiastic work with the Planning
and Heritage subcommittee

Colin Nichol for “Thinking Allowed” pieces featuring the
Saociety in the local press and on the blog

Eileen Richardson for wise counsel and her great work in

catering at the book launch

I am looking forward to new challenges down south, bur

leaving Freo will be a wrench from surroundings and people

I really appreciate. I will certainly visit the place again to keep

in touch with this amazing community.
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FIVE MINUTES WITH HILTON CAMPAIGNER,
Noorel Mecklai

Some may argue that Hilton's homes are of minimal
heritage significance, particularly when compared to the
grand Victorian buildings of the West End. But to many,
like Hilton resident, Noorel Mecklai, heritage is more than
just architecture: it's also about the flora, fauna, cultural
and social lifestyle associated with a place. Noorel Mecklai
is a vocal campaigner for heritage in Hilton so I was
interested to know what she believes is particularly special
about Hilton.

NM: Hilton began as a bare, sandy patch of ground not
unlike any other suburb at its inception. However, the idea
for the development of this area was unique, having its
foundation in turn of the century ideas of Ebenezer
Howard that sought to create a mix of town and country
values. Hilton was designed like the earlier-established
suburb of Dalkeith, but this time the town planners of this
state employed an architect, Marshal Clifron to design a
house with simplicity which could be set in the middle of a
large block “as a complete estare of single family detached
dwellings, at low density, constructed in timber and
immersed in foliage; trees, shrubs, lawns, private and
public gardens merging into the parklike environment’

for the not so well off.

LH: Why is the Hilton Community concerned, in
particular, about the path taken by local and state
government authorities?

NM: It is ironic that a precinct that was designed by the
Department of Housing is losing its amenity at the hands
of the very authority that created it. In 1992 the suburb
was identified by Fremantle Council as worthy of
conservation because it was the only surviving ‘residential
park’. In 1994 the Council adopted a policy for
development in Hilton. But in fact by 1996 when I came to
live here, the houses were nearly derelict. Furthermore,
Homeswest tenants were neglected as the agency felt
disinclined to maintain their homes.

LH: What motivates you and like-minded residents to
continue to fight to preserve Hilton homes!

NM: There was a great sense of ownership among
residents, some that have lived in the same place for all
their lives, descendants of war veterans or postwar
migrants. They loved the streetscapes and the privacy, the
trees and gardens, which gave them a reason to meet over
the fence, children playing etc. and since then they have
been drawn to resist any policy that fell short of preserving
the ‘heritage values’ of Hilton,

LH: What, if anything, has changed in the last 15 years?

NM: The arguments remain the same as those posed
fifteen years ago, even with the newer younger families. A
crucial question emerges: what are the Council’s and
Housing's concept of Heritage! And furthermore what are
the implications for policy delivery!? There are a small
number of residents who want to replace their sensitively
designed timberframe cottages with “project homes” and
double garages. We also have a new Local Area Policy that
has excised significant sections of the Hilton heritage
precinct. The area had R20 and R25 development codes
applied to it and this has meant that Hilton blocks are now
typically 300-500 square metres in size. The obvious
casualty of these codes is that amenity provided by the trees
and the feel of the ‘garden suburb’ is severely undermined.

LH: What is driving the push to zoning for smaller blocks!?

NM: In recent years, Hilton land value has delivered great
dividends to landowners. Property has appreciated more
than 300% in the past 15 years that [ have lived in Hilton
and real estate agents circle the home owners like sharks,
encouraging them to capitalise on their investments. Carve
and prosper has been the mantra here and real estate
agents have penetrated the council, standing for election,
and also the precinct committees. There is a real jostling
for position, as the property has now been valued above
the median price. The campaigners for some semblance of
“heritage” have thus fallen by the wayside, seriously
challenged by the so<alled development lobby. Housing's
application for demolitions have been ratified by the State
Administrative Tribunal and the Heritage Council has
downgraded the importance of Hilton's heritage claims.

LH: So, where to from here!

INM: At a recent meeting that included the City of
Fremantle's Planning officers, Housing’s planning chief
and members of the community it appeared that there was
some grounds for compromise, but the shortlived elation
has been destroyed. The Mayor is reluctant to support the
community’s desire to challenge the SAT's decision. All
that is left is to appeal to the Housing Minister.

Lloyd Hammond
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FREMANTLE WOMEN ON THE
WORLD WAR Il HOME FRONT

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Madison Lloyd-Jones and [ am a

PhD candidate at the University of Notre Dame. My doctoral project is a study of the

experiences of Fremantle women on the homefront during World War I and, in

particular, the impact made by the arrival of American servicemen from 1942 to 1945.

Recently, | have been involved in the campaign to protect
the US Navy Laundry on the Fremantle Arts Centre site
from demolition and have been encouraged by the
extensive and informed submissions put forward to the
Fremantle City Council by Lindsay Peet, Margaret
McPherson and Kris Bizzaca, among others.

My interest in the United States Navy Laundry is multi-
faceted: 1 view it as a significant site given its wartime
origins, its link to the American presence during the war,
its provision of wartime work for local women, and its
facilitation of engagement between these local women and
the American service personnel.

“| view it as a significant site

given its wartime origins, its link

to the American presence during

the war, its provision of wartime

11

work for local women

[ agree with many others, that this structure, commissioned
and used by the United States Navy during their war time
stay at what is now the Fremantle Arts Centre is such a
rarity and should be preserved. So little evidence is left of
the American presence in Fremantle and of war time
conditions - although you wouldn’t know it now, on the
grounds of the Arts Centre, the Americans had also
constructed naval stores for supplies and transport storage
and servicing, recreation facilities, additional barracks and

even a gas chamber!

On their tour during last year's Heritage Week, we learnt
from John Dowson and Rob McCampbell that this was
used as a training facility ‘to help locals prepare for a gas
attack by the Japanese’. Maintaining the laundry site
provides a rare glimpse into what once was.

While the site has slipped into disrepair, and until recently,
has remained unnoticed by many, tucked away behind
fences and foliage, the renewed interest in the war period
has provided a wonderful opportunity for numerous
Fremantle locals to reminisce on their experiences of the
war and their interactions with the Americans, notably
Wendy Markmann's delightful story in The Herald abour
the Yanks decorating a tree on the Arts Centre site at
Christmas time and abourt the surreptitiousness of young
lovers, uncertain about their futures. Furthermore, this site
has reawakened an interest in younger generations to learn
abour this unique time in our local, and national, history.

| hope to be able share more wartime stories with those
thar are interested. Last year, | had the opportunity to
participate in Fremantle's Heritage Week by discussing
Fremantle women and their various roles in supporting
American servicemen during the Second World War. This
year, | will again be presenting at Notre Dame and this
time | will be discussing “Fremantle's submariner sojourn:
Western Australia’s unigque experience of "American
Occupation’ during World War [1.” [ will discuss ‘who’ the
Americans were that were positioned in Fremantle, the
varied roles they held, and how the number and
composition of US troops in WA differed from other
Australian cities. Scheduling information will be available
ini the 2011 Heritage Week program to be released soon.

If you have any stories, suggestions, photographs, diaries,
letters, etc. related to Fremantle during WWII that you
would be interested in sharing with me, I would love to

hear from you on 0433 844 290 or

madison.lloydjones@gmail.com
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Society moves into
new headquarters

In mid January the society moved into their new
headquarters, an old Pilot's Cottage at 11 Captain's Lane
on Arthur Head next to the Round House. Immediately a
tlurry of work started with dedicated commirttee members
painting and renovating the run down building. Many gave
up their weekends, week days and evenings to help make
the cottage look good and presentable again. Thank you to
those who neglected their families, friends and social life to
make this happen!

Although it is still a work in progress, we now have a
meeting room, an office and two other rooms for storage
of archives and furniture.

The meeting room is available for other community groups
for a donation. We have enjoyed many meetings and
drinks afterwards on the veranda at this historic location.

." ."...1 I;_-
L o DLETURY ) 2

The society shares the cottage with committee member
Roel Loopers, who is sub-letting and looking after the
cottage as care taker,

Should we extend the 6 months lease, we will work on the
back of the cottage and the cute garden, so stay tuned.

Meeting Room bookings are available for day and evening
time. Contact Roel on 0419 850981 or
roel@profilephoto.com.au

Official newsletrer of The Fremantde Sociery Incorporated. Established 1972, PO Box 828 Fremantle WA 6160

11



12

Premier
launches
Fighting for
Fremantle Book

In front of hundreds of people Premier Colin Barnett launched
FIGHTING FOR FREMANTLE by society members Ron and
Dianne Davidson in the beautiful Victoria Hall last November,

The oppressive heat on the day kept many away, but those who
were present were entertained by the Premier's light hearted speech
and Ron's quirky observations.

The book tells the story of the Fremantle Society and is a must read
for all those who love history and Fremantle. It shows the passions
and dedication of a small group of people who were willing to
stand up to the council and state government, and succeeded in
retaining some of our most beautiful heritage buildings, which
would have been demolished otherwise.

The book can be bought direct from the Fremantle Society or from
many book stores. An order form is included with this newsletrer
or phone Don Whittington on 93356091 to order your copy.

Roel Loopers
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