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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING BPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

7.30 p.m., WEDNESDAY 7.30 p.m., WEDNESDAY
23rd NOVEMBER 1988 23rd NOVEMBER 1988
FREMANTLE SOCIETY ROOMS
18T FLOOR, PRINCESSE CHAMBERS THIS IE A MOST CRITICAL
27 MAREKET STREET FREMANTLE MEETING FOR THE SOCIETY
AGENDA

’ - Please read the attached
'+ Opening and Apologies NEWSLETTER carefully and
e 55 Nominations and Elections understand how critical it is

that the Fremantle Society should
3. Programme for 1989, be revived to be a very necessary
guardian of Fremantle’s heritage

4. General Business
and way of life.

REASONS FOR CALLING PLEASE BRING A POTENTIAL

THE SPECIAL MEETING NEW MEMBER TO THE MEETING
1. To fill vacancies on the POSTAL ADDRESS
Committee and to ensure that a
Vigorous programme of activities, Please note that the Society”’s
including a membership drive, are postal address is now -
undertaken.

OR 1st Floor Studio,

27 Market Street
2. To wind up the Society and FREMANTLE W.A. 6160
decide what to do with the

substantial funds and assets held ENQUIRIES
in trust. Histury
WE HOPE TO SEE OLD MEMBERg, Allce Smitn 339.4486 (H)
ALBO MANY NEW MEMBERS.
General
The Committee has deemed that as Brian Davies 382.0629 (W)
mamhership invoices have not been 336.2413 (x)

issued for 1587-88, no membership
has lapsed since the last AGM,



BUCKLAND HILL

urgent issue

the most
Fremantle

facing a revitalised
society is the future of Buckland

Hill.

Possibly

Despite opposition from the
Mosman Park Ceuncll, local
residents, the Mosman Park
ratepayers Association and the
Buckland Hill Action Group, and
in direct  ©opposition to the
recommendations of the System Six
report, the State Government has
purchased Buckland Hill from the

Government, put

Commonwealth
forward plans to develop the land

and has already approved those
plans.

Though claiming one third is
being retained as parkland, in
fact this is the least
interesting third, and is
designed principally teo enhance
the appeal of the residential
blecks, acting as a buffer zZone

bgtween the development and the
highway.

Th? Fremantle Society must act
quickly, or it will lose forever
the chance to create a unigque
Eegmréil bPark linking the river
to e ocean, incorporatin

interesting ;andfcrms and severa?
1¢mkuut_ positions, which offer
Egnarlaﬁic views from Rottnest to

o 1lls and
Kwinana. F R kR

Time is running out h
: ' owever
g;gsﬂ;‘téctlun 1s needed if :Eg
ity 1s to revers
_ e
::tremely short-sighted deci:?is
the present Government =

Bryn Davis
Buckland Hilj Action Group

COMMUNITY ACTION FOR
RATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Western Australian GGVEfnment
recently established a task forgg
to consider various aspects gf
the cathelic University proposal .

This newsletter contains a fyl)
copy of CARD’s submission, whigh
been made public with the

has
task force’s approval.

CARD has presented a petition to

City Council,

calling

Fremantle
for a Special Meeting of Electors
to seek and discuss information

on the project.

CITY OF FREMANTLE
MEETING OF ELECTORS
TO DISCUSE THE
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY PROPOSAL

7 p.m. TUESDAY, 15th NOVEMBER
FREMANTLE TOWN HALL

Please consult 1local
or Fauncil notice
details of the agenda.

boards

BPECIAL EDITION NEWBLETTER
October 1988

newspapers

for



THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER SPECTAL EDITON

Can the Society be revitalised?
- ; ; iz : D, 3 rtime when so
It is unfortunate that the Society seems to have lost vigour at : '”-,_l <t . CARD
3 5 . | 5 o + 1LIE et w -
many developments, with potential to cause major changes, are 'ﬂr:. » proposed
1 = g i ) - ¥ R s 5 e i g e I o
L8 Plﬂnnlnﬁ to call for a SPECIAL RATEPAYERS' MEETIEG to discuss P
Catholic University. That is only one of many issues.
. . . = s Socilety
All Sociktins go through cycles. It is imperative that the E-r-:m.J:'llt.lt P;._ Ll
be revived at a time when, faced with the potential for ENOTMOUS 1hdﬂfﬂ-1{1ité
. : » 5 e C
Fremantle City Council does not seem to have a clear vision of where

15 heading.

DO WE WANT TO FOLLOW DOWN THE PATH WHICH PERTH HAS TAKEN?

A SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES WHICH WE FACE TN FREMANTLE:

(A) GOVERNMENT LEVEL

If, as now seems possible, we have an
Heritage Bill and the proposed Swan River Management _
be enacted and may not surface again for some time. These bills :
desperately to provide a better legislative framework for preservation of

State's heritage and of the Swan River.

Election, the proposed

Authority Bill will not
are needed

the

early State

(B) IMMEDIATE ISSUES IN FREMANTLE

I. The Anchorage

This major development in North Fremantle has not gone away; it has only been
deferred. It has potential to totally alter the way of life of Fremantle.

2. The Catholic University

There are rumours that several large West End buildings have been purchased
and that the proposed University will make use of parts of the Fremantle Gaol.

We also hear that an enrolment of 6,500 students is planned. We have been
requires an

informed by a university administrator that a university now
enrolment in the region of 5,000 to 8,000 to be viable. A university of 6,500
University. Imagine

students is about one and a half times the size of Murdoch

the impact it would have on Fremantle : on parking, traffic circulation,
rents, rates, housing (especially low-cost housing), population mix, pressue
on open-space and recreation facilities, ete. If the university . as is now
the case with educational institutions, will not pay rates what effect will

that have? We are not being told by the Counecil.

3. Fremantle Gaol

What is to be the future of this unique collection of significant colonial
buildings? Will they be available for public use, or will they fall into

the hands of private developers?

4 . South Wharf

Another rumour, but
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whether Chlis wil]
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. ro be Informed |
' pe ?dEE} we DLII_';‘,h[ - e Ihﬁ ‘_.‘t_]tc ._r|.|-,|T
: RpEke TATRE = i and what 1S e

the city down ;;:.-,t of the overall city plan
be in the conte
plan?)
5. North Fremantle Regional Study |

Planning Commission 18 not

="

State 3 _ 4,
effective regional

Many of us are disturbed to find that Lhwrﬂj ol

hui ped to (or may even be reluctant ) '1 2
= - 5 5 F
F?an:inga North Fremantle cuuld_ be hranbl.:nr?mtr!_.]_ww
Buckland Hill, the State Engineering Works S-EH.'“-s iy . e o
a group representing Fremantle and Mosman Councils, ‘;;-”in ST
:hf ﬂuckland Hill Action Group, are Ltrying r? have an :ﬁdn{;;PUE.SZU;.“Hp:PjEEi
of the Mosman/North Fremantle Peninsula carried out before Chese

'S b

ma jor developments on
land, etc. AL present

- w - [ ¥ ment I 11
It is appalling that so much of Buckland Hill seems IUb; to Tnvr:ﬁﬁliﬁ deirlﬂ;
N hire for anning Co -
the State Government has criticised the Cockburn 5hi P strong

land recommended as a System Six reserve, it has 1ignored Lr.:r:‘ w,r:eu;.r 1
recommendation that the whole of Buckland Hill should be a System Six reserve.

Plans to develop the State Engineering Works site are steaming ahe_-ad, ThE
proponent (WADC) wants to combine very large river frontage Ir.ui:sl with h1$h
density multi-residential R60 development behind. The Fremantle City Council
is opposing this, but is under considerable pressure.

6. Queensgate

Few people seem to be pleased with the changes already effected in St John's
Square. It appears rather bleak. Council should be planning to improve the
Square and its immediate environs. The surrounding buildings should be
permanent, of high quality design, compatible with the character of the Town
Hall and other adjacent heritage buildings. The Council, however, as developer
is proposing a building for the Queensgate site which appears to be one
designed for relatively short-term cycling. To carry out this development
Council is proposing to sell other important heritage buildings which it
pFesentI}r owns. We do not suggest that we are faced with a Forrest Place type
disaster; but we may be faced with a Square of diminished quality.

/. The North Woolshed




9. Fishing Boat Harbour
Fremant Le 18" an interest ing community because 'f the mix of maritime
tao rthe balance of this mix

industries and residential areas. Any major changes
could change the city into just another dormitory suburb. The new barge
harbour may lead to relocation of maritimeé industries from rthe Fishing Boat
Harbour. The Council has not yet determined a planning policy for this area

a Crocodile Park there. Tourism

and, despite this, has approved the siting of
has to be part of the city's economy, but it should be tourism based
on the existing qualities of the city. How many of
sadly the progressive detericration of many Mediterranean harbours and scaside
rowns under rChe impact of unsympathetic tourist development. By the way, the
Bond shed = for the construction of the Endeavour replica originally

proposed as a temporary building. It is now permanent.

l ow—key
us have witnessed very

was

10. Fremantle Port Authority Beach Front

The creation of new land areas associated with the Barge Harbour has potential
for commercial and leisure development. Already ideas have heen floated for
such development extending north easterly to Tydeman Road.

1. Westrail land between Tydeman Road and the Cable Station
This land has already attracted the attention of the WADC and will inevitably

come under pressure for development.

12. Realignment of Stirling Highway

The Main Roads Department has set aside a reserve to realign Stirling Highway

to the west. This would seriously affect that part of North Fremantle and
former school (now prisoner release

would lead to the demolition of the
of Temple Poole's

hostel) which is an important heritage building, one

designs.

13. Facadism

An American heritage expert has a very expressive term for facadism - fasodomy!

The annual report of the Australian Heritage Commission (1986-87) states:

Last }"Ear'ﬂ Annual 'Repﬂrt commented on the increased use of facadism
as an unwelcome element in central business redevelopment throughout

Australia...The year 1986-87 saw an increase in this practice, but

there was also a growth of public debate about the value of facadism
and 1its impact on the cultural wealth of our cities...Not so
successful from the hgfi;ggg_pgint of view was the ﬁhﬂPlefiun =
the Commonwealth Offices project [Phillimore St], which entailed the
ussympathetic. ~IEEEaling N DN EGIE N b anil.

nineteenth—ceﬂturj-huildings,

The report also expressed fear that the Customs House 'might suffesr wha. -
: DR L oy e m‘:,ah su fEI" | t
customs functions are moved to the new offices and ;hﬁfﬁﬁil@inéifﬁigiﬁizdlu:

by the Commonwealth'.
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: : - b 3 facadism 1n its

The Australian Heritage Commission pursues the t'-lr_r‘if‘h .ﬁ_[ Shhansne o

Heritage Newsletter (Vol. 1Il, No 2, July |?35}, ;ﬂ T}lhth;- A.H.C argues
: i i ' ic Environmen ( e o e -

Pearson , Assistant Director (Historic AR policy: D

and sets out a new

" L_m' - -
strongly against the use of facadis = bath of Pramant Le

g W oy 3 5
Pearson illustrates his article with only two photograpns
examples. His captions read:

] X I
Facadism in progress on the old 01d Tramway's Barn in Fremantle, h&_-DnT
of the major problems of facadism is that the new use often requires
more space than the old building can offer.

Another problem of facadism is the lack of association between the old

facade and the new building within. With the new Commonwzalth Offices
Building in Fremantle the old facade stands totally separate from the new

structure behind.
What happened to the proposal for a Heritage Committee in Fremantle to look at
such problems” We believe that the Council should have a set of guide lines
for developers (such as those prepared by Adelaide City Council) so that
developers have a much clearer idea in advance of what they can do.

We cannot afford any more 'fasodomy' in Fremantle!

MAKE SURE YOU COME TO THE SPECTAL GENERAL MEETING
BRING A FRIEND



THE CATHOLIC UNIV ERSITY PROPOSAL:
Submission to the State Goverment Task Force from Community Action
for Rational Development.

The introduction of a university campus into central Fremantle involves much
more than an Application to Commence Development. It represents a major
sub-regional change in land use. A change on such a proportionately large
scale makes it essential that a comprehensive study incorporating physical,
social, historic, environmental and aesthetic aspects of the project be carried

out before any consideration is given to a development application.

Currently, the proponent is engaged in major property acquisitions in
Fremantle, some with the Fremantle City Council as vendor, while the council
is still claiming that it is unable to establish a policy towards the university until
a development proposal has been submitted. This position may be
appropriate in the case of a single site but is quite inappropriate when the
development will irrevocably change the entire city of Fremantle.

It is crucial that the planning process be re-established in a position of control.

To help achieve this the council should not finalize any land deals with the
proponent until the council and the State Government have been able to
conclude an appropriate planning study, and the proponent, in turn, has

submitted a detailed proposal.

The planning study should establish a set of
proponent in its preparation of this proposal.

guidelines to be used by the

The guidelines should specify such things as:

1 desirable student population

;2 parking requirements

3 conservation requirements for the treatment of Fremantle
buildings.

54{ aesthetic controls on design and building materials

5 site coverage

6 height restrictions

? 7 conservation of streetscapes

8 the requirement for a contribution bg the proponent towards the
establishment of public facilities, and their use by the University.

Our group has spent considerable time examining what we see as problem
areas (not all of them in planning) which need to be solved if Fremantle is to
gain from rather than be destroyed by the project. We would like to talk to

Traffic and Park ng. Fremantle traffic and parking systems are already under
stress and the university could only increase those problems. The claim that
students who could afford the high tuition fees would not immediately want to

use cars is quite unrealistic.

Protection and Conservation of Fremantle Buildings. |

Heritage Commission we believe that facsodomy ralﬁlekée athgmﬁrsrgagﬁnd
reduces its historical significance., Should the university plan to facsodomise
at least some if not all of its buildings the result would a diminution of the
cultural significance of historic Fremantle as a whole. Once facsodomised. a
subsequent re-cycling of these buildings, again retaini the facades, would
be extremely difficult to Support on the grounds of mai:ﬁistorical and cultural




the streetscapes would precipitate the

ignifi . The resulting gaps In : t th
gtﬁrg;:ﬁiigﬂgf the end of Fregm%rjtle as we knntu}:r it. faf’::ggﬁ%d 51:3 ?!-?;Ed{}tgﬂatﬁmg
R e e xampie of how old buildings should

building, at the end of Henry street, as an examp

not be treated.
Like facsodomy, the inevitable increase in land

Increased Land Values. , , 2
values in Fremantle which has already started will make it very tt:hffltt;u!i_f L{;
retain the present historic character of Fremantle without the prﬂFec io o
specific heritage legislation. Without this protection we see Frema

s ; . . italisati rtisation,
buildings being caught up in the spiral of capitalisation, amo
revaluation, demolition and re-development, the results of which can be seen

in Perth.

Change in Fremantle's Unique Population Mix. The atmosphere of Fremantle
depends on its population mix as well as on its buildings and streetscapes.
Care would need to be taken so that the differing values, life styles and
philosophies of present Fremantle residents were not swamped by those of
the newcomers. A reduction of available low-cost rental accommodation will

speed up this undesirable trend.

The Secrecy Adopted by the University Proponents. This is creating
has a tradition of community

considerable ill feeling within Fremantle which
involvement in decision making. The proponent's use of shelf companies to
acquire Fremantle buildings, while consistent with its apparent philosophies, is

repugnant to Fremantle residents. The FCC must accept some of the blame
for this position in that they have been dealing in a covert manner during

negotiations.

Lack of an Adequate Data Base for Decision Makin Th ' ity, if i
of an £ ta g. @ universi

p;;nceeds_. will permanently change Fremantle. To eﬂacﬁvely cuntrgf tlrng

change, information needs to be gathered about Fremantle residents and their

hopes and attitudes before planning guidelines are set down.

We conclude by stating that the ropone ' i
and skills to facilitate thgé project, ".E'Jw‘e EIEEEL f’:ﬁ:t ?tei:ri‘mu;;?gtiﬁg I’Err?hs: lgtﬂe’:S
gh its task force, to perform the traditiona| Government rzlg
» and aesthetic Planning studies are
community and the State. :

Ll o

Ann Forma




