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South Jetty c1890 e

This evocative and rare glimpse of early Fremantle was taken on South Jetty a few years before it was dedared

unsafe and before Fremantle Harbour was completed. lis location was near the former Long Jetty and the current
Cicerello’s.

South Jetty was 484 feet long and figured prominently in the early life of the colony. The photo shows the
Harbour and Light Department boatshed with slipway. What it doesn’t show is that under the jetty, Iarge crates of
crayfish were held for the domestic market, thus the forerunner of today's $370 million a year industry. Despite
being dedared unsale in 1900, fishmarkets were held on the jetty from 1908 till 1928.

1876, now known as Bianchi’s Restaurant, and formerly as the Navy Club. The fire brigade tower (built in Croke
Lane in 1887) and the 1884 courthouse are behind the figure. The Esplanade Reserve did not exist at that time.

|
|
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Note also the handsome two storey Masonic Hall in the background, just to the right of the large figure, built in :
I
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Not Appealing!

Planning Appeals Bill

Serious concerns have
been raised about Graham
Kierath's proposed
changes.

Background

Late [ast year the Minister
for Planning introduced the
Planning Appeals Bill 1999 in
response to growing public
concern over the current
planning appeal process.

Such concerns were raised
publicly in 1997 when the
Fremantle City Council
hosted a forum for
concerned local government
and community members
from across the metropolitan
region. The meeting agreed
that appeals to the Minister
should be considerably
restricted if not removed and
that overall the appeal
process should be
comprehensively overhauled
to provide for the highest
levels of impartiality in
decision making,

The current system
provides for a party to appeal
a decision of a local
government on a planning
matter either to the Town
Planning Appeal Tribunal or to
the Minister for Planning.

Proceedings of the three
member Government
appointed Tribunal are
regulated according to statue
and provide for generally

open hearings and appeals to
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the Courts over decisions
based on matters of law.

Appeals to the Minster, on
the other hand, are
conducted behind closed
doors, without open hearings
and with accountability
resting on the dubious
sanction of an election in 4
years.

This system has been
notorious in giving rise to
perceptions of favouritism,
political nepotism and
cranyism.

The Planning Appeal
Bill

The Planning Appeal Bill
before Parliament is an
attempt T4 restructure the
process of granting planning
approvals where local
Councils have either refused
those applications or not
addressed them property. It
also esmblishes a mechanism
for providing reports to the
Minister in relation to appeals
to the Minster under certain
provisions of the MRS Acg
some scheme provisions of
the TP and D Act and the
Heritage Act.

If the Bill were law today it
would have created two
levels of appeal for Planning
and Heritage matters.

At the first level is the
Assessor, who under
assignment from the Director
of Flanning Appeals
investigates and mediates a
matter flowing from a Local

1999

Council decision or lack of it
The Assessor makes a report
and recommendations to the
Director who confirms or
declines to confirm the
mediated cutcome.

The Assessors make their
report and recommendations
to the Director who
convenes a Planning Appeal
Panel made up of the
Director, two or mare
Assessors and one
community representative
(who may be an Assessor)
who determine the appeal.
The Panel is not to conduct
any further investigation but
may refer the matter back to
an Assessor for further
investigation. Decisions of the
Panel are by majority with
the Director having a casting
vote in the event of a tied
vote. Assessors are appointed
by the Minster and are to
have expertise in a field or
refating to urban and regional
planning. The community
representative has a three
year term on the Panel but
however can be removed
from office by the Minster.

Decisions of the Panel are
in writing, giving reasons.
Minister's powers

The Minister may call in an
appeal if he considers the
matters are of State or
regional importance or of
such public importance as
would be more appropriately
determined by the himself,
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The Minister is to ensure the
Directory is adequately
staffed but can not direct the
Director on appeal matter.
The Minister's directions can
anly relate to matters of
administration including
allocation of staff to
Ministerial investigations.

The Minister can not call in
appeals in relation to appeals
under the Heritage Act or
where the Panel has made a
determination. The Minister is
o report annually to
Parliament the details of any
appeals called in by the
Minister.

The Minister is to deal with
appeals called in from the
Director by either: personally
investigating the appeal;
directing the Director to
investigate; appointing
another person to investigate
the appeal; or doing a
combination of all of the
abave.

There is an appeal to the
Courts on matters of law
arising from the Panel's
determinations but not the
Minister's,

Conclusion

The Bill provides a
bureaucracy for dealing with
appeals with the option for
the Minister, at any time
before the matter is
determined, to be called in
for determination by the
Minister without effective

public scrutiny.
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Members will be pleased
to hear that the Fremantle
Society has been very busy
all year. We seem to have
been attending endless
meetings and making end-
less submissions.
Additionally, the media of
COurse want imstant
responses 1o complex
1ssues as soon as they
arise. A good example of
this was the government
release of the final version
of the Waterfront Plan for
Victoria Quay. One news-
paper phoned and asked for
comment on the final plan
even though we didn’t have
it. They had obtained a
copy but said they couldn’t
reveal it. Then The West
Australian rang for com-
ment but said they didn’t
have a copy. | indicated 1
would go to the Port
Authority and read their
copy and phone back. On
my way out the door
another newspaper phoned
asking if I could write the
comment feature for their
paper in the next 2 hours
about the waterfront.

Propped up in the board
room of the Port Authority
with a cup of coffee I tried
to digest the report as fast
as possible while the Port
Authority downloaded a
copy from their computer.
Having survived the initial
rush and the inital dead-
line I stayed up late to read
the Waterfront
Development Plan more
carefully. Finally going to
bed at 5.30 am, the phone
rang at 7am with Paul
Murray from 6PR asking
for comments.

Our activities are well
documented by the media,
In fact one newspaper ran
5 articles 1n one 155ue
about the Fremantle
Society, a staggering cover-
age. We would however,
like to communicate more
directly with our members,
and for that reason we ask
you 1o give us your e-mail
addresses.

Our membership at one
tume was 1100, We now
need a few expert

President’s Report

recruilers 1o
help boost our numbers
once again because the
Fremantle Society has a
crucial role to play in the
future of Fremantle. The
Fremantle Society has
expertise, experience, and
passion. The Fremantle
Council has too many new
staff, a lack of memory,
and a lack of passion. Also,
it does not seem to be mak-
ing enough actual progress,
despite 115 relentless public
consultation. Even the
mayor, a fighter on some
key heritage 1ssues, has not
consulted the Fremantle
Society once this year and
has ignored almost all cor-
respondence. In fact he
even wrole, afier criticism
of the Council, that he
would not deal with the
President of the Fremantle
Society, a fact that made
the fromt page of the local
press.

(ther organisations like
the Chamber of Commerce
have been inactive and
ineffective for too long
with major 1ssues. When
they do get involved, their
predilection seems to be 1o
rubber stamp any new
development without
scrutiny.

The major problem how-
ever for those interested in
the democratic process and
community input has been
the arrogance and autocra-
cy displayed by the very
man paid to protect and
promote heritage, Graham
Kierath. Repeatedly he
ignores the extensive work
done by local decision
makers in arriving at a con-
clusion and in more than
75% of cases, he overturns
local council decisions
upon appeal. He has man-
aged to anger a whole
range of councils in
Western Australia and there
15 no doubt we have suf-
fered greatly from his
actions and inactions and
from the combining of the
planning and heritage port-
folios. Liberal minister
Colin Barnett has suggest-
ed reallocating Planning to

go with Environment. Pity
the poor environment.
The recent Olympic
Games showed the enor-
mous stimulation and
inspiration that comes from
tecamwork, a common pur-
pose, and the pursuit of
excellence. Let us hope
that we can carry forward
those magical moments

The President’s
Top Ten Issues
of the year 2000):

*  Waterfront
Developemnt.

* The Por, its handling
of its growth with
issues like the silos,

¢+  Future of Fremantle
Prison

*  Proposed sale of John
Curtin High School
land.

+  Proposed sale of
Artillery Barracks and
surrounding land.

* (Graham Kierath's

failure as a Heritage
Mimster.

*  Proposed Performing
Arts Centre, and its
effect on Fremantle
Arts Centre and
Victoria Hall.

* Leighton Peninsula
issues.

«  Collie Street Car Park
proposal.

+  Fremantle Council’s
lack of funding for
heritage related
1S5LES.

and work together for a
common goal, the enhance-
ment of Fremantle and of
our lives.

A Year in Fremantle

Thanks to
Ralph Hoare:

The Fremantle Society
owes a great debt of grati-
tude to Ralph for the enor-
mous amount of work he
did over a 6 vear period as
President of the Fremantle
Society. Ralph brought a
level of architectural pro-
fessionalism to issues that
increased the influence of
the Society and ensured a
flow of good suggestions.
The community benefitted
from thousands of hours of
professional advice given
freely on many complex
1ssues. Ralph represented
the Society on various
committees and helped for-
mulate many submissions.

While fighting issues on
the Fremantle Society’s
behalf he was also busy as
an architect, sometimes
working for the very peo-
ple he was spamming with.
Ralph’s quality work can
be seen around Fremantle,
notably the recenl conver-
sion of the Samson Bond
Store into apariments.

One of the first big 1ssues
Ralph took on was the
location of the Dockers’
proposed new building at
Fremantle Oval. Ralph's
stand on this issue has been
vindicated and the Dockers
now have a result they are
more than happy with. Not
all heritage battles result in
wins however, and the dis-
appearance of the Silos
would probably have sad-
dened Ralph more than
most. Much of Ralph's
work was proactive as well
as reactive, notably the
Interior’s Project, which
saw the detailed assess-
meni of 25 important
buildings in the West End.

Like Les Lauder before
him, Ralph wants to get on
with other things after a
lengthy Presidency, but we
hope he will still feed us
his opinions and keep us
going in the nght direction.

John Dowson
President
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Do you have a Minute?

Edited from the Minutes of the Society.

January

Maritime Museum proposal. The
President’s recent press release related
to the sigmificance of heritage and his-
tory relating to the landing of Capt.
Fremantle at Arthur Head. Reports
prepared by lan Molyneux provide
much detail on this aspect and the
whole of Victoria Quay. Developers
may not have studied these reports,
Discussion included a possible statue
e Capt. Fremantle and plague in the
vicinity of the landing site and a dedi-
cated gallery within the museum
depicting the event of landing and
claiming the land. Little of the
Aboriginal aspects of the site have
been detailed.

Grain Silos. Seven tenders for dem-
olition received by the FPA but none
accepted yet.  Spoil from demohition
proposed to be stored on FPA land for
future use as land reclamation fill at
Rouse Head., Minister Kierath sull not
made any announcement on  the
Heritage Council recommendation to
list the complex as indusirial heritage
of significance to the State, The
Society to continue to push for the
retention of the total silo complex.

City of Fremantle Municipal
Heritage Inventory. The starting
point for the inventory is the original
FFremanile Society coded lists prepared
in the late *70s. The Municipal
Inventory is not a statutory listing but a
record of the stock in the City. It was
acknowledged that detailed conserva-
tion planning 15 expensive and that a
precinct listing could be done at this
stage.

February

Performing Arts Centre. The
Secretary is a member of the ““Working
Party” for the PAC and Gallery advised
the final report will be released soon
through the Council. The Working
Party saw merit in a mulu-bulding site
or campus being established wulising
existing and new buildings as well as
open space. Sites examined included:

® Water front coupled with
Pioneer park.

. Pioneer Park
including Gas
&Coke.

. Princess May and
Cineaste.

. [talian Club.
Discussion included the need for
some new purpose built facilities, the

g o LA i s 2 S

Fremantle 1972 - the year The Fremantle Sociely was founded

need to retain hentage buildings and
open space, the continued use of the
Fremantle Arts Centre, concern over
further building on the Esplanade if the
Italian Club proposal proceeded.

However the Society view as report-
ed in September 1999 remains — cre-
ation of a Arts Precinct bounded by
Point, Cantonment. Parry and Adelade
Streets utilising old and new buildings.

City of Fremantle Heritage
Budget. The Society urges the City to
allocate sufficient funds to create an on
going Heritage Program of works and
education. The following suggestions
were referred to Council for inclusion
in the budget.

= Interpretation plagues and signs for
heritage buildings and sites in
Fremantle.

= Heritage brochures providing
information for ‘heritage walks' and
for the education of both Fremantle
residents, visitors and students.

« Public sign policy to achieve a
higher heritage standard and 1o remove
unnecessary signage including replace-
ment of parking signs with kerb mark-
ng.

= Restoration and refurbishmeant of
Fremantle Arts Centre.

« Lighting of significant heritage
buildings to enhance features at might
and extend the viewing time of such
sites.

» Heritage education program utilis-

g the resources of the City archives
in association with local press.

* Purchase of Victoria Hall and
Princess Theatre to facilitate their
restoration.

» An emergency heritage fund for
urgent works on heritage buildings.

* Locate and dedicate the landing
place of Captain Fremantle.

= Pioneer Park upgrade and interpre-
tation.

* Park Hotel verandahs to be rebuilt,

Justice Centre. The meeting reaf-
firmed concern on the 1ssue and the
style of the proposed building — which
had been promised as a Civic Building
of significance for Fremantle.

Croke Street closure. Notre Dame
Uni requested the closure to traffic of
both sections of Croke Street. The
meeting expressed concern at this point
in time (prior to the Maritime Museum
project) for any closure of streets to
West End traffic. The Society has pre-
viously advised Council of the need to
reassess the traffic flow in the West
End as conveyed in minutes relating to
both the Maritime Museum Traffic
Study and the Collie St car park pro-

posal.
March

Fremantle to Cottesloe Transport
Plan. This mater includes details of

/Continued F. 5
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Do you have a Minute?

the ra,il hm: !hmugh the mmhalimg
yards and the Port and it was reported
by R Hoare that FPA and Westrail have
agreed on a suitable rail route which
does not require the demolition of the
Grain Silos nor the Railway Hotel.
The new route also allows the pro-
posed realigned road to proceed with-
out demaolitton of the Raillway Hotel.

Grain Silos. The meeting examined
a selection of superb photos taken by
Pete Smuth of the Silos showing their
architectural merit and 1imposing pres-
ence on the wharf. The meeting
resolved to write to the Premier and
Ministers of Planning and Heritage
secking their rationale for disregarding
the strong recommendation of the
Heritage Council for Listing and reten-
from,

The reported reason for demolition is
to increase efficiency of operation of
the Port through greater space to store
shipping containers. However the
meeting noted the extensive land hold-
ings in the immediate vicinity of the
Silos. This land 15 vacant and unused
and could have been put to use as stor-
age years ago when the Silos ceased
operation.

The Government and FPA feel
obliged to uphold an d;,rﬂemu..nt made
years ago with CBH that the Silos be
demolished when handed back 1o FPA.
The Society sees no justficauon for
executing this agreement as it was
made without the full facts of the mat-
ter being examined (Heritage Council
for example). It was reported that the
City i1s examining all possibilities to
retain the Silos.

The Army Mu_wum nf Western
Australia Foundation. Proposals [or
the Department of Defence o sell the
property 10 Notre Dame Universily as
an accommaodation facility threaten the
continuance of the Museum. The
Society 15 of the opinion that the best
use of the military barracks is to retain
the Army Museum and for the Herntage
Conservation Plan for the complex o
clearly set out the need (0 maintain
public and military wses. Future own-
ers or users of the facility would be
bound by the Conservation Plan,

April

Grain  Silos. The President
acknowledged the work the Save the
Silos Coalinon. Unfortunately the FPA
intends o proceed with demolition
under the contract now let. Members
were encouraged 1o HITUH_}] the rally at
Port Beach on Sunday 9™ April.

The meeting noted the Silos are a
significant heritage structure represent-
ing many aspects — agriculture, engi-
neering, war effort, immigration etc.
The Society strongly supports the
‘working Port’ concept as it represents
the on going heritage of the harbour —
and the Society 15 strongly opposed (o
the demolition of the hentage Silos as
they are a part of the whole.

The pressures of land transportation
to and from the Port could well see in
the foreseeable future a new port to the
south of Fremantle being established.
Such a new port would have modem
and efficient transport {road and rail)
connections. The efficiency of con-
tainer and other cargo handling at a
new port would be far greater — result-

/Continued from F. 4

iy ing in the rapid demise of
the inner harbour. This
could allow alternative uses
in the port area and the Silos
could well form part of a
new use. The Society is
concerned that the Silos and
the port will go leaving
Fremantle with no port and
no Silos.

The meeung agreed to
donate up to $500 to defray
costs of the Coahition.

The Army Museum of
Western Australia
Foundation. Henty Farrar
represented the Society at a
meeting on 20 March at the
Army Museum and con-
d firmed that the Society was
'I‘ supportive of the Museum
:_*: remaining in the barracks
complex. It was reported
dmi Notre Dame Uni was negotialing
to lease the associated army houses for
student accommaodation,

Fremantle to Cottesloe Transport
Plan. The Society was represented at
the recent meeting on this matter. The
new plan maintains Port Beach Road in
its present location. The proposed
roadway west of the railway line is to
be down graded from four to two lanes
and realigned in the southern section to
avoid the heritage listed Railway
Hotel. The Society maintains if's view
that the addirional road 1o the west of
the railway is not warranted and can
not be justified — minor modification to
Stirling Highway as agreed some vears
agn, remains the best fraffic solution
for the area and traffic.

Round House. The Conservation
Plan is available in the City Library for
examination and comment. Project
managers are Considine Griffiths, The
recent concrete paving work which 1s
not consistent with the conservation
plan was undertaken on the authonty
of the Round House Steering
Committee. The President has taken
this matter up with the Heritage
Council. The President has raised the
issue of the reconstruction of the
State’s first Court House building on
the site south of the Round House.
This matier will be taken up with Chief
Justice Malcolm, The Court House
was constructed in 1835 and removed
in about 1920.

May
Silos - Minister for Heritage,
fContinued P. 6
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Do you have a Minute?

/Continued from P. §

Graham Keirath — Responding (o the
Society’s request for an explanation of
his actions to allow demolition of the
Silos. The Minister agrees that the
building is a ‘significant industrial
landmark’ but not a unigque building as
others exist in other parts of the State.
Ongoing maintenance would be a
problem and Cabinet has decided to
demolish the Silos in order to maintain
the long term viability of the Port. The
Minister advises that “the Society 15
not in a position to determine the
strategic or operative direction of the
Port, only the FPA is so capable.”

Fremantle City draft policy, John
Curtin / Fremantle Arts Centre
precinct. The Society responded to
the draft policy stressing concern for
the sale of land and the need to upgrade
the natural heritage left on the site as
well as preserving the heritage uses
that had been undertaken on this site
over the years.

Grain Silos. The President, B.
Davis  and Pele g
Smith (Save the &%
Silos Coealition) met |-
with Colin Bamett
the Member for|
Cottesloe to seek |-
support to save the |
Silos. Although
Colin Barnett stated g

at the rally that he e ~

was supportive of [ ,qﬂgl ‘iﬁ :
saving at least the gl = 1.-_1.._:.'._'
Hospital Silos. he B

L.;t]T! momenium ![]
the public arena before he could hope
to have any influence on Government,
It was expected that the Fremantle
Council legal challenge would main-
tain a high profile on the Silos.
However there was a need (o negotiate
for a compromise with the FPA if the
Hospital Silos were to be saved.
Victoria Hall. The Society's Press
Release was in support of public own-
ership of the building and for it to be
restored. The Society wants the build-
ing to retain a use that would allow the
public to enter. The hall was designed
by Sir Talbot Hobbs in 1896 as a the-
atre but used as the 5t John's Pansh
Hall. Over the years it has had many
uses with the latest being a performing
arts theatre. It was noted that the build-
ing i1s listed by the W A Heritage
Council and by the National Trust. The
Society also has a high heritage value

needed the issue to ll"m.!'nﬂa Hall - fum.rsrsﬁ.ff undecided

status for Victoria Hall. The meeting
discussed wvarious alternative uses
including private residennal as well as
retail and showrooms vses. Whilst no
firm conclusion as to future vse could
be agreed, 1t was preferable that the
building remain 1n a use that allowed
the public to enter it. Residental uses
were not acceptable as the public
would be excluded.

Fremantle War Memorial. The
President had circulated background
papers on the history of the memorial
which had a troubled and delayed
design and construction. The first pro-
posals were in 1919 but it was not until
Anzac Day 1928 that the foundation
stone was laid. The memorial was
unveiled on 11 November 1928,

In recent times there has been con-
cern over damage to the structure -
particularly the steps from the use of
skate-boards.  Fremantle Council s
seeking to educate tecnagers on the
matter and also it has provided purpose
facilities in nearby Montreal St
The meeting noted the her-

itage and historical
o significance of the
8| memonal as one of
=1 the most signihicant
features of
M Fremantle and a

8 preat landmark for
the City, residents

TEHCETVIE,

oy and VISILOTS.
e However 11 was con-
: LIUde that the

ey ['remantle  Council
T & ; was accepling  is
responsibility on the
matter and no further
action from the Society was needed at
this stage.

June

Newsletter Magazine, 15,500
copies were printed with costs mainly
covered by donations and advertising.
Instribution was made to many sub-
urbs including Fremantle City and sub-
urbs as well as parts of Subiaco,
Cottesloe and Claremont. The copy-
right on elements of the publication are
held by John Dowson and he hopes to
be able to market the *‘Convict walks’
in the form of a pamphlet which will be
of interest to both residents and visitors
to Fremantle, The meeting noted the
tremendous effort put into  the
Newsletter by the President and voted
a ‘motion of thanks® .

Silos = Ministry of Transport. -
Minister Criddle advising that the eco-
nomic viability of the Pori 15 para-

mount. The silo demolition was not
taken lightly but it would proceed as
the area will be required for containers.
The history of the Silos is interesting
but economics more important. The
Minister advises that the Port’s 30 year
plan shows that cargo levels will
expand to a level three times existing
through put.

The Society is concerned for the on-
going viability of the Port and its con-
tribution to the City. There is concern
both from the increase n non port
operations on Victoria Quay and from
the three fold increase 1n cargo move-
ments as advised by Minister Criddle.
With over Y0% of movements 1n and
out of the Port being by road, the meet-
ing expressed concern that such a mas-
sive increase would be beyond the
capacity of the roads servicing the Port.
The resulting road conflict would has-
ten the transfer of cargo to new facili-
ties south of Fremantle. Both these
factors were pointing the way to the
Port ulumately being a only used for
tourtism and the City of Fremantle
ceasing to be a working Port,

Fremantle Waterfront Plan. The
President advised there was a recent
small meeting of combined Precincts
on this matter when 1t was suggested
that an ‘eminent persons advisory
panel’ be formed to provide objectuve
advice to the Government on the Plan
and its impact on the City.

Although some 450 submissions
were made to Government on the con-
cept plans, it appears that most of the
matters raised have been ignored. The
meeting expressed the desire to be
informed as to how these submissions
were processed and by whom.

The recently issued promotional
booklet from the Government was very
limited in its detail - some modifica-
nons to the plan were evident such as
the ferry terminal, but other matters of
concern to the Society and the public
were still evident.

The large “development site” former-
ly called ‘convention centre’ was sull
showing west of the Round House.
The meeting noted the location was
poor in terms of the high heritage value
of the area. The Society would like to
see this deleted from the plan.

The Commercial Precinct adjacent to
the Railway Station is also an area of
great concern to the Society as it will
detract from the present and desired
impact of arriving at the Historic,

{Continued P. 7
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Do you have a Minute?

{Continued from F. 6

Heritage Port of Fremantle. The pro-
posed new Commercial Precinct will
divide the City and further destabilise
the economic viability of the CBD

There appears to have been no recog-
nition of the waffic concerns related
particularly to the entry of vehicles into
the Museum car parks parucularly the
conflict at the Fremantle Railway
Station. The Society had requested
entry to the area from a new Crossing a
Parry Street and an upgrade to the
Station by relocating the busses away
from the entrance.

July

Municipal Inventory. The
Secretary attended a meeting with the
Fremantle History Society and City
Hentage Architect to discuss projects
that could be undertaken with the City
and the two Societies. It was agreed
there was value in assisting the City
with the Municipal Inventory of
Heritage Places, to clear up some of the
errors that had shown up in the recent
communications re the 4000 properties
and places proposed for the Inventory.
It should be noted that the bulk of the
4000 come from the Fremantle Society
Heritage lisnngs undertaken in the
1970s.

A second stage could be undertaken
later to check on a street by street basis
the comprehensive nature of the
Municipal Inventory and propose any
additions or deletions.

A third long term project was dis-
cussed - to select ‘sigmficant’ build-
ings and seek to establish the history
and provenance of the property.

Bullding plagues. It was the con-
cern of the meeting that many signifi-
cant buildings in Fremantle have been
lost to the community through demoli-
tion. It is proposed that recognition
plaques be placed on the pavement or
in a suttable place to recall the earher
building and its purpose. Such plagues
would add to the hentage and hstory
of the City and benefit residents and
visitors, Anexample of a plaque place-
ment was for the former Convent on
the Ross's Salvage site in Adelaide
Street.

It was agreed that the Society seek o
encourage the local press 1o feature
photo articles on former interesting
buildings of the City. The Society’s
photo collection held in the City
Library contains many inieresting top-
ics. Such a program would assist in

developing a greater awareness of the
history of Fremantle and 1ts earlier cit-
1ZENS.

Fremantle to Cottesloe Transport
Plan. This matter includes details of
the rail line through the marshalling
yards and the Port and it was reported
by R Hoare that FPA and Westrail have
agreed on a suitable route which does
not require the demolition of the Grain
Silos nor the Railway Hotel. The new
route also prevenis the proposed
realigned road from going through the
Railway Hotel.

5.8 First Courthouse recon-
struction. The President has complet-
ed research of the first courthouse 1n
Western Australia and found that it was
constructed at Arthur Head adjacent w
the Round House. A presentation was
made to the City and at a recent work-
shop on Arthur Head matters. The
reconstruction of this important build-
ing would serve as a museum and
interpretation centre for the Round
House Precinet. The project can be
likened to the reconstruction of historic
ships in Fremantle and add to the
understanding of architecture and
building skills of the time.

Round House, The City held a
workshop on the proposal for the tun-
nel restoration. It is proposed that the
eastern section which was extensively
renovated in the 1960°s be left as is
because it is in a safe condition even
though the work done on that occasion
was not within acceptable restoration
standards. In regard to the western
third, which 18 more exposed although
also structurally sound it has the possi-
bility to shed stone fragments which
are dangerous to the public. It 1s there-
fore proposed to construct a clear poly-
carbonate ceiling within the tunnel and
protruding as a canopy for a short dis-
tance beyond the western face of the
tunnel. The western face was original-
ly some 40 metres further west but was
always bare with no [fabricated
entrance as is the case on the eastern
end. It was agreed by a majonty vote
that the western entrance have a
masonry entrance constructed to meet
the safety requirements rather than the
canopy. September

Army Barracks. A member of the
group of residents living near the Army
complex addressed the meeting., The
group has been active for 2 years. It
must be noted that the Federal
Government is secking to dispose of
the total complex which includes much
more than the Army Museum which

has been subject to extensive press
cover. The site 15 bounded by Queen
Victoria St, Tuckfield St and Burt St
including the Signal Station, the oval
and residential buildings in Tuckfield
and Queen Victoria as well as the
Barracks. The site is Hertage Listed
by the National Trust (1980), National
Register (1982), Heritage Council of
WA (1997) and the Fremantle City M L
The bushland hill is a ‘System 6
Reserve” vested in the City Council,
The Defence Department has approval
to sell and is secking to sell the com-
plex in one parcel. Negotiations with
Notre Dame University are advanced.
Notre Dame may then on sell some
sections not required.

The Arillery Barracks Conservation
Plan (Considine and Grifiths 1996)
clearly defines the great significance of
the site. It should be noted that the cur-
rent 1950’s Signal Station is built over
an earlier 1928 structure and tunnels
linking elements of the military com-
plex.

The Meeting supported the Public
ownership of the site and the action of
the many groups lobbying to retain this
position and particularly the Army
Barracks and Museum.

John Curtin School. The matter of
the proposed sale of portion of the land
to fund the construction of a
Performing Arts Centre for the students
has been tesied at community level
with stakeholder meetings and a public
meeting. The Public meeting was so
strongly opposed to the sale (but not
the centre) that the Education
Department has postponed action. It
was noted that the Conservation Plan
{(1998) for the John Curtin site was not
comprehensive and required additional
work.,

The meeting noted that the Society
supports the City's current proposal for
a separate community Performing Arts
Centre but acknowledged that a com-
hined facility could well attract fund-
ing from both the Arts and the
Education Ministries. This aspect
needs further consideration.

NOTICE

‘Would all members please

send their email address to the
Secretary at:

knowlesfreo @optusnet.com.au
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Snapshots from the past
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Postcards from Paris :

Fremantle removed o Adelaide c. 1900

The photos show the eniry info Fremantie from the
Port

These two photographs show buildings that ‘E
once existed on the same site- between Victorin H
Hall and Myer - currently an ugly row of ,I'rl\

modern shops.

The above photo shows the Rose and Crown
Hotel, built before 1849 and which lost its
licenice in the 1860s because it was considered
“too far out of town"” for police supervision. In
1869 it became Miss Pulford’s Girls” School,
then Good Templar's Lodge, before being the
boarding school for Fremantle Grammar
School. Victoria Hall can be seen on the left.

The site was levelled in 1937 to make way for
Hoyts Fremantle (later renamed the Oriana)
which was erected in 1938. The last picture
show was held in 1971 and the Oriana
disappeared in 1972.
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