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HEAR THIS MINISTER: PEOPLE POWER PAYS OFF! COUNCIL
REJECTS ING DA FOR VICTORIA QUAY.

FIRST THE GOOD NEWS!

Fremantle Council’s unanimous vote to reject the proposed high-rise shopping/office/parking
complex on Victoria Quay represents a brilliant victory for people power in Fremantle. The council
also voted for a six-month period to allow formulation of more sympathetic and exciting
development plans for the historic Quay

Both these decisions are very good news for the Fremantle Society, which has been leading
opposition to this Heritage and city-destroying development proposed by ING and Fremantle Ports.
We want something better on the Quay, and we want intensive commercial development
concentrated in the CBD.

Congratulations and thanks to members who helped swell our successful campaign by attending
public meetings, writing letters and joining the hundreds of other Fremantle citizens making
submissions to Council against the ING proposal.

These tactics clearly paid off. Combined with planning advice, that conclusively demonstrated
how the development breached the Victoria Quay Masterplan, this helped sway the Council to reject
the DA.

SO WHAT'S THE BAD NEWS?

As many of you will know, however, the final say lies with the State Planning Commission (the WAPC)
and the Minister for Planning, Allanah Mactiernan.

Many people are of the view that the Minister will automatically approve the development because
the Council rejected it.

I urge you not to accept this view, but instead help us lobby her to reconsider the whole development
proposal so that an innovative, heritage-friendly development for the Quay is devised. Please write to
or email the Minister along these lines nrgently:

Hon Allanah MacTiernan Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 13th Floor, Dumas House, 2
Havelock Street, West Perth, WA 6005. e-Mail: alannah-mactiermnan@ dpe, wa, gov,au

(D) Lan Alexander, President
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JOINT PRECINCT MEETING

PURPOSE : TO DISCUSS A NEW STRATEGIC
PLAN FOR FREMANTLE’S CITY CENTRE AND
TO HEAR A PRESENTATION FROM  RUTH
DURACK OF THE WA URBAN DESIGN CENTRE

SATURDAY DECEMBER 1 2007,
HOAM-NOON, FREMANTLE COUNCIL
RECEPTION ROOM, IST FLOOR

The Queen Victoria Quay Taskforce invites you to a joint
precinct meeting on Saturday December lst 2007 to
discuss the need for a new approach to strategic planmng
of Fremantle’s city centre, and ways in which Precinct
Giroups can contribute to such an approach.

The need for a new strategic development plan (or
vision to gde future development) has been highlighted
by the inappropriate development apphication from ING
and Fremantle Ports for a large high-rise commercial
development on Queen Victoria Quay. This proposal has
been presented in isolation and is outside Fremantle's
defined city centre zone. As such 1t 1s a threat to the future
viability of commercial development, especially retailing,
in the city centre. But the city centre currently lacks a
cohesive development plan that can guide investment to
locations where it is urgently needed.

The Fremantle Society and members of FICRA, South
City Precinct and the South Fremantle Precinet have been
working over the past few months as a *Taskforce’ on

ways o maximise community i.t]pm into a new strategic
development plan for the city centre. They have met with
the Mayor, Peter Tagliaferr1 and Fremantle CEQ Graeme
Mckenzie to discuss the matter, and have been assured
that the city welcomes any contribution we can make.

AGENDA:

.NEED FOR A CITY CENTRE STRATEGIC PLAN AND
WHAT IT MIGHT CONTAIN (TASKFORCE MEMBERS &
QULESTIONS: 15 MINS IN TOTAL)

2. WAYS IN WHICH RESIDENT/PRECINCTS CAN
CONTRIBUTE THEIR IDEAS TOWARDS THIS
PLAN (TASKFORCE MEMBERS AND QUESTIONS: 15
MINS IN TOTAL)

3. PRESENTATION FROM RUTH DURACK, DIRECTOR,
LURBAN DESIGN CENTRE of WA  hitp:/wwwaudewa org/
“It's YOUR town: Ways i which the community can
contribute 1o planning and design™ RUTH HAS WORKED ON
SEVERAL DESIGN EXERCISES WITH COMMUNITY
INPUT AND WAS ALSO INVOLVED IN A RECENT
DESIGN STUDY FOR THE CITY OF FREMANTLE ON
IHE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF KING'S SQUARE (20
MINS + 10 MINS QUESTIONS)

4. DISCUSSION (1 HOUR)

"MEMBERS MATTERS"”

“THE COMMITTEE ~

On behalf of the Members the
Committee welcomes the following to
Membership of the Fremantle
Society during 2007 since our last
report in FREMANTLE.

PATRON

Ken Adam, Georgie & Fred Adeane,
Valerie Ashman, Annie & Robert
Benjamin, Jacques Bernard, Mailee
Clarke, M Connor, L Eagleton, G& T
Evans, Phoebe Freeman, Roger
Gladden, Susan Grace, David Hawks,
Pat & Jay larvis, A Milne & N Wilson,
Rod & Kath Murray, Juliann Noonan,
Melissa Parke, Patricia de Soto-
Phillips, Noelle Steenhauer, Donagh
Tierney, M Tobin, ] Trevelyan, lohn T
Wearne.

Cr Les Lander
DA0E 409 900

PRESIDENT
D Lan Alexander
0403 767 809

gogreeni@aiunet nel.ay

VICE PRESIDENT
Micolas Gurr
D413 B804 401
I‘_!I:__{Ilrl';_-n'_ opiusnet. con.ay

SECRETARY
Cathy Hall
0407 OR6 300
cathy halli@bigpond com

TREASURER
Alessio Capelli
0411 153 370

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Adele Carles
Anna O’ Sullivan
Dr Christine Mathieu
David Hawks
Dianne Davidson
Jean Tonkinson
Helen McLeod
Ron Davidson
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COTTAGE’ COLOURFUL PAST UNCOVERED

Jean Tonkinson, owner of Butson’s Cottage.

From the road, 14 Crandon Street 15 a small unassuming
workers cottage. Beyond iis side entrance however lies a
colourful cast of past owners and tenants, a concealed loft
bedroom and a massive limestone cellar which — local legend
has it — is connected to a series of tunnels, some of which are
spid 1o lead to the old Fremantle Prison. Tales of tunnel intrigue
were just part of the attraction for owner Jean Tonkinson who
bought the timber dwelling at avction 1 2002 buat had been
fascinated by the house ever since she first set eyes on it many
vears ago. I just thought it enchanting.” she recalls. It was all
wood and reminded me of an old boat shed.” By the time the
Fducation Department-owned property came on to the market,
it was in a pitiful state — the result of having been unoccupied
for several yvears. Internal walls and fire surrounds had been

stolen, the front windows had been boarded up and much of

what remained was “held up by white ants™. “It was commonly
referred to around Fremantle as the rain,” she says.

The former murse laughs when she recalls the response of

architect and friend Gerard McCann to her plans to buy and
restore it “He took one look at it and said: *Oh Jean, this time

yvou've really lost the plot’,” she says. But Mrs Tonkinson was
confident that on closer imspection he'd change is opinion —
and she was nght. “We got as far as the front room and he saw
the hole in the floor that led to the cellar. “Gerard looked at the
hole, then he looked at me and said: “Oh, go for it Jean!"" It
was all the encouragement Mrs Tonkinson needed.

With Mr McCann at the helm Mrs Tonkinson set about
restoring the cottage. turning it into the delightful, hight-filled
home it 1% today, In the process, the pair learnt much about the
home's history - some of 1t first-hand. Documents prepared
prior to the home's sale, under the State Government's Heritage
Properties Disposal Process, indicate the house was built in
1897 during Westem Australia’s gold rush era, But Mr McCann
suspects the structure’s origing may date back even further.
During work on the property he uncovered stud-framed walls,
lined with recycled wheat bags that had been stitched together
and painted with pitch. These were later clad with pine.

“They probably started out with the wheat bags then, when
they had the money, added the Baltic pine boards over the top
that would explain why they were still there,” Mr McCann said.
Soft, hand-made bricks used in the kitchen and main fireplaces
were further evidence that the ongmal dwelling may be older
than first thought.

Early records show the house was built for Ernest Edward
Butzon who arfived from South Australia in 1893 and married
Mary Jane Harms a year later. The couple had four children and
Mr Butson went on to become a well-known musician and
music teacher in Fremantle. He was an accomplished piamst,
organist and double bass plaver and became involved in a
number of musical societies. In 1906, he formed the Fremantle
Philharmonic Society and was president ol the Fremantle
Orchestral Society for many years. Mr Butson taught music
from his home and around 1918 added a special dome-shaped
rogim to the front of his house. The room had a pressed metal
ceiling and a small stage in one corner, upon which was a piano
for Mr Bulson’s students,

The cottage, vicwed from the street: before and afler
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Descendants of Mr Butson recall the room being hlled with
instruments in various stages of repair. A second-storey
addition to an out-building washhouse also became a
workshop from which Mr Butson carmed out repair work to
instruments. At the time of the music room addition, another
small room was built into the roof space of the original
cottage. One of Mr Butson’s daughters, Ailsa, used the room
as a bedroom accessing it via a steep steel-and-timber ladder.
The ladder has since been replaced with a fold-down
staircase, leaving the room almost indiscernible from the
ground floor. The discovery in the room of sheet music scores
from England and opera tickets dating from the early
twentieth century provided Mrs Tonkinson and Mr MecCann
with a unigue glimpse into a bygone era.

Mo documentation has been found regarding excavation of
the home’s vast limestone cellar which plumbs a depth of
more than two metres and spans about two thirds the area of
the music room but Mrs Tonkinson has been told the dry-as-
a-bone cavity was hewn by Mr Butson limselt and used 1o
store fruit, vegetables and home-made brew. Even more
extraordinary however, 18 the account of former South Terrace
Primary School principal Hugh McCrackan of conversations
with former students who claimed to have found an entrance
trom the cellar which led to a network of underground tunnels
that they explored at length. These tunnels, they told him, led
to another network of funnels that led ultimately to Fremantle
prison. Mr McCrackan has no doubt the former students’
accounts were genuine. He says the men, who were probably
aged in their eighties when he spoke to them, were consistent

Inside Mr. Butson’s Music School....

in their recollections. Mr McCann says he recently found
evidence of a sealed-up passage leading from the cellar.

Mr Butson was not the only artist to have lived at Crandon
St. Painter Frank Morris, better known as the “The Birdman™
due to his passion for carrier pigeons was also a resident,
evidence of which was found throughout the houses when
Mrs Tonkinson bought it. Part of the upstairs bedroom had
heen converted to a pigeon loft, complete with cages, feeding
areas and release catches and similar modifications had been
made to the outbuilding. Mrs Tonkinson has met several of
the Butsons’ grandchildren, all ol whom have expressed
delight at the home’s restoration, The grandchildren told Mrs
Tonkinson that as their grandfather lay dving in his beloved
music room in 1951 it was to the music of local choristers
who stood at the front of the house singing to him.

Mrs Tonkinson says learning of her home’s rich history has
added 1o its appeal and reaffirmed her reasons for restoring it
in the first place. “It’s a very special house and an important
part of Fremantle's social history,” she says. Histonan Knis
Bizacca, who researched the history of 14 Crandon St prior to
its auction, described it as one of the most inferesting houses
she had studied.

fn 2004, Mrs Tonkinson and Mr McCann won a City of
Fremantle Heritage Award for conservation of a heritage
place.

Article by:  Peta O’Sullivan
Reproduced from Heritage Matiers/ Aug.07 #24
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BOOKS

Ron Davidson,
Impressions (Fremantle Press).

Fremantle

IMPRESSIONS

In Fremantle Impressions, Ron
Davidson mvites the reader to follow
im through the streets of Fremantle
and the alleyways of memory. Or rather
memories.  Starting from the hmestone
chitt at Manjaree- Arthur's Head,
Davidson begins his stroll in the West
End in 1825 and ends on Cappucino
Strip in 2006, having walked and cycled
us throughout the Port City and Morth
and South Fremantle, Stories roll of the
pen, lively with detail and familiarity,
spurred by a feature on a building, a
date, a conversation, a name.

Davidson’s knowledge of the old city
is personal, his empathy and love of the
place palpably erudite. The history he
descnbes 15 nch, steeped in socal and
historical upheaval. Only a few decades
agn, Fremantle was bustling with local
industry. It was a thniving port with
colourful mhabitants, a city of
merchants, whart workers, unionists,
fishermen, artisans, crooks, prostitutes,
prisoners (a few clever escapees and
others on death row). Davidson does
well to remind us that Fremantle has
tough begimmings: the city 15 a colomal
outpost, a convict destination, a port, a
frontier. Bubonic plague breaks out,
workers fight and die — yet their cause
15 simple: decent wages, The class
divide is pervasive. Life is buoved by

humour, but the culture is rough, at
tumes violent, mostly alcoholic. Local
heroes are men whose turf is the whart,
the hotels, the brothels, the union
headqguarters and the football ground.
As Davidson writes, Fremantle culture
15 “male and unreasonable™. — But
Fremantle culture i1s also ethnically
diverse and it 15 above all rebellious,
and so it 1s no accident that in more
recent years, those who don™ hit the
mould the artists, the hippies. the
Orange People — will fit in the local
scene. In the 1970s and again in the 80s,
the cultural mix proves wvital. For
modernism has the grand ambition to
turn the old town over to the car culture:
elegant blocks of 19" century houses
and buildings arc scheduled to make
way lor highways and car parks.
Ironically, it is young lcaders like Les
Lauder who understand that the future
ol Fremantle hes with the conservation
of its past. The fight for Fremantle is
won, but there are some notable losses.
Indeed, Ron Davidson's book ends on a
nostalgic note, Ower the past two
decades, Fremantle has been
transformed from a port city into a
tourist town that 18 now distant from
many old timers’ hearts and
comprehension.

Fremanile Impressions 15 beautifully
illustrated with photographs of streets,
landmark buildings and local people...
Images of the old and the new n scepia
tones remind us that even the new, the
now, inevitably, melts into the past,

Christine Marhien

AWILD WINTER
AFTERNOON AT
FREMANTLE PARK

Long-time  Society  member Ron
Davidson captures some of the
bygone colour at a football game at
Fremantle Park in Fremantle
Impressions,

On 18 July 1891, Fremantle plays
the Perth Rovers. The game, always
violent, ends in a riot although this
i5 not immediately apparent from

the typically overblown report in the
Western Mail:

As  soon as the game ended a
disorderly mob, including several

elderly  men, surrounded the
pavilion and asserted thar the
umpire had behaved with partiality
and  harshness towards the

Fremantle team and had  been
unusually liberal to the Rovers.

This means that the umpire William
Croft, a former Rovers player, is
doused with buckets of water,
grabbed by his neck and coat, and
thrown against the pavilion wall. He
15 only “saved from being killed™ by
Fremantle players Frederick
‘Paddy’ Knox, formerly from
Norweod and William  Augustus
Bateman, the acknowledged Father
of Football in Western Australia.
Meanwhile Harry Marshall, the
Essex street baker, secretary of the
Fremantle Lumpers’ Union and the
progressive  Liberal  Association,
official of the Fremantle Football
and Rowing clubs, and a charismatic
larrnikin, runs around the ground He
shouts, according the Weekend
Mail, *Bring em down and go for
em. I'll pay the costs’.

Mounted police and some players
get Croft on the train for Perth.
Come Monday and Marshall 1s
paying his own costs in the form of
a fine. He is also gaoled for twenty-
four hours.,

A band plays at the prison gates and
the crowd cheers when he s
released the next day. The more
Harry fights at the football the more
popular he becomes, even when
Fremantle moves to the more
constraining Fremantle Owval.
Harry’s prominence as a sportsman
sees him elected to the Legislative
Council seat of West Provence,
based on Fremantle, in 1894
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FREMANTLE SOCIETY CALLS FOR LISTING OF FREMANTLE PARK

Recent controversy over the future of Ellen Street’s Fremantle Park, one of the oldest Public Recreation spaces in
the city, has precipitated a move from the Fremantle Society to seek the Listing of the Park as a Heritage Place,
under provisions of the State’s Heritage Act.

The Park was created as a Public Reserve in 1879 when the colonial government gifted 18.2 hectares of cleared
and bush land to the Town Trust in a bid to counter opposition to the takeover of the Village Green for Fremantle's
first railway station at the foot of Mouat Street. The Village Green had been Fremantle's first recreation area. The
Park included an area of land north of Ord Street, which eventually became John Curtin College for the Arts.

Fremantle Park has been used as a public recreation space since its inception. By the mid 1890s it housed the
Fremantle Tennis and the Fremantle Bowling clubs. The tennis club was particularly exclusive and restricted its
membership to just 30, including CY O’Connor. (Both clubs are still there). The football matches which arrived
in the early 1390 could border on riots. A description of one particularly violent game can be found on p.5 of this
newsletter, Today Fremantle Park houses the Leisure Centre (swimming pools ete), and an oval for matting
cricket, amateur football, dog exercise area.and is still used by CBC opposite,

However, the future of Fremantle Park remains under something of a cloud following a Consultants’ study
commissioned by the City of Fremantle and the Fremantle Football Club (the Dockers). This study produced a
‘concept’ plan for the Park, as illustrated in the attached figure. As the plan shows this proposal includes a new
headquarters for the Dockers incorporating offices, gymnasium, players centre, storage ete, a lighted training oval,
an Indoor Leisure centre (including a relocated Leisure Centre) and even some commercial development fronting
Parry Street.

After adverse reaction from many in the community and from Tennis and Bowling club members, the Fremantle
Council has shelved the idea. Particular anger was directed at the idea of the Dockers taking over much of
Fremantle Park — fanatically supported by many in Fremantle as they are. Such a move was seen by many to be
tantamount to privatising the Public Reserve. And it is only a few years ago that the Dockers were successfully
installed at nearby Fremantle Owval. Expansion possibilities there are claimed to be limited, bul it 1s clear that all
options haven’t been investigated. The recently closed Stan Reilly centre for example, 1s adjacent to the Oval and
1s currently vacant.

Concern remains over the future of the Park, and the Society believes that Heritage Listing is the only way to
protect it from the Concept plan being revived or other development proposals going ahead. The Fremantle
Society has for years sought interpretation of the park to mark the many activities which have taken place there.
These included the assembly and watering of camel trains before they left for the Eastern Goldfields and some
heated meetings by the Fremantle Lumpers Union.

sl Fr {le.  Pork & aned

REMINDER

JSTH FREMANTLE
SOCIETY ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

THURS 29TH NOV 7TPM @
B SHED VICTORIA QUAY

GUEST SPEAKER &
MOTOR MUSEUM TOUR.
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