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2071 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This year's Annual General Meeting [AGM] will be held on Thursday December 1 at 6pm at the Film and Television
Institute at Princess May Park in Adelaide Street, opposite the Basilica.

e will be electing a new president as Jon 5tra-

chan will not renominate due to the fact he was

elected as councillor for South Ward. We also

need members to nominate to become new
committee members, as some present committee members
will not renominate.

Make sure that you are a financial member as you are only
allowed to vote if you are. You can pay membership fees on AGM
night and credit card payments will be accepted.

The keynote speaker at this year's AGM will be highly regarded
Stuart Hicks, a new resident of Fremantle. Stuart’s present and
past achievernents are: CEO of the East Perth Redevelopment
Authority, Member of the newly established Fremantle Union,
Chair and CED of Transperth, Chair of WA Planning Commis-
sion, Director General of the Department of Transport, Chair

of the Mational Transport Commission and of the John Curtin
institute for Public Policy.

Stuart Hicks is also adjunct professor at all four Western
Australian universities. In 2006 he was made Officer of the
Order of Australia.

he participation in the community consultation
process about the Fremantle City Central proposed
scheme amendment 4% has been extremely disap-
pointing. Only 70 people turned up at the first event in
Victoria Hall, among that number were several councillors and
council staff, so the public only turned up in small numbers.

The walking tours to the proposed sites got even less attention,
with the first one on Friday late afternoon having a handful of
people turning up at the Town Hall, but only two attended the
actual walking tour at 7 pm. The one on Saturday conducted by
the Mayor himself, had just ten people. Mayor Brad Pettitt called
the lack of interest in the tours "underwhelming™ on his blog.

The numbers for the interactive workshop were also unsatisfac-
tory and forced the council to extend the time to rsvp.

It it quite surprising that the people of Fremantle appear to care
50 Little about what buildings might be built in their city centre,
especially since people, like former councillor John Dowson,
have been very vocal against what he calls highrise buildings,
while the brand new Fremantle Residents and Ratepayers

Fremantle’'s High Rise Apathy
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Association is distributing car burmper stickers with the slogan
Revitalise Without Highrise in Freo.

The dissenting repert produced by former Fremantle Society
presidents |lan Alexander, Don Whittington and John Dowson
also warned of the risk of highrise buildings dwarfing the exist-
ing human scale of Fremantle.

Community apathy is dangerous, as it 1s sending the wrong
message to Fremantle Council that people don't care. If we are
perceived as not caring about the scheme amendment pro-
posal, we might actually end up with much higher buildings
than seemed likely at the start of the community consultation
process.

The disappointing participation in the consultations follows a
lacklustre interest in the council election, with less than 30% of
Fremantle residents using their democratic right to vote.

It is no good crying over spilt milk, or blame council for getting
it wrong, if we do not participate in the democratic process.
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he Society's
40th Annu-
al General
Meeting is
now only a short time
away. By any mea-
sure, this is a sig-
nificant milestone for
a membership driven
volunteer managed or-
ganisation. | acknowl-
edge the strong and
creative work during
those thirty-nine years
by past Presidents

| and Committee Office
Bearers and commend
today's members to
pledge their active
support for the incoming President and Committee tak-
ing the Society forward into 2012, It is fitting therefore
that your Committee has selected one of the Fremantle
Society's most recent members, Stuart Hicks AO, as our
AGM Guest Speaker at the transition into our fifth decade
working for Fremantle. Stuart, Chair of the Fremantle
Union amongst many other roles, will share with us his
own vision for Fremantle. | warmly encourage you to join
the Committee at the Film and Television Institute [fmr

- Boys school] in Princess May Park Precinct on the

evening of Thursday 1 December, to hear what Stuart has
te say and to take the opportunity to pose your gquestions.

- It may be a cliché, but it really does only seem like
- yesterday | was elected President in December 2010. It

has been an interesting, challenging and busy year for
me and | thank the Committee for their diligent work and
offer special thanks to Vice President, Henty Farrar for
taking on the role of Acting President at a demanding
time in the Society calendar whilst | recently attended to
family matters in the United Kingdom.

It is particularly important for me to acknowledge here
the work of the Society's two Standing Committees that
allow the Society to process the large quantity of work
undertaken on behalf of members. Firstly, the
Communications Committee, this year ably chaired by
Roel Loopers, has continued the progressive work for the
Society initiated by them in 2009 and | take this oppor-
tunity to remind you that without their invisible labours
your Newsletters Fremantle and Freotribe blog would

not be published. | am confident the Communications
Cammittee will continue going from strength to strength
and commend to the members their own participation
into their important new work. Secondly the Planning
and Heritage Committee this year chaired by Don Whit-
tington which has proficiently guaranteed the Society's
continuing representation at Council's monthly cycle of
meetings and many workshops, ensured the Society's
representation on a number of working groups includ-




ing the major commitment to Council's Strategic Sites
Working Group and is charged with developing, on behalf
of Committee, the comprehensive planning and heritage
submissions lodged by the Society.

It is now common knowledge that | will not be re-nom-
inating for the Society’s President role for 2012 having
recently taken up the position of Councillor for Freman-
tle’s South Ward. Unfortunately for me, the Chamber will
be lacking without the knowledge and wisdom of Cr John
Dowson, whose work on Council over the last six and a
half years | respect and acknowledge.

The two big issues of 2011 remain still; the long awaited
review of the Herifage of Western Ausiralia Act 1990 and
the controversial proposed Fremantle Town Planning
Scheme Amendment 47, relating to twelve City Centre
strategic sites.

The Society lodged a comprehensive submission into the
first Consultation stage of the Heritage Act Review, which
we were hopeful would deliver significant improvements
to heritage protection in this state. However the current
Discussion Paper, released in September, regrettably
ignores fundamental issues as too difficult to implement.
Matters such as protection of Indigenous cultural heri-
tage sites are excluded from the Act on the grounds; "It
may take some years to work carefully and sensitively with
numerous stakeholders towards reaching agreement on

if and how this might be done...”. For me this is an inad-
equate excuse for excluding internationally significant
relics, such as the Burrup Petro glyphs, from protection
under our State Heritage Act, a matter you will recall
was covered in some depth by Dr Carmen Lawrence at
our 2010 AGM. Another issue of particular concern is the
continuing inclusion of Ministerial ‘call-in" powers.

As | write, the consultation for Scheme Amendment 49 is
in full swing. The Society’s Planning & Heritage Cornmit-
tee conducted preliminary work on our submission based
on the report to Council from the Strategic Sites Working
Group and most importantly, your Committee successfully
lobbied Council to have the proposed Unlimited Height
provision removed from the Scheme Amendment prior to
advertising. Committee representative met on the recent
GQueen's Birthday holiday to visit each site in detail and
are now drafting a comprehensive submission. Members
can be confident the Society's submission on Amendment
49 will be strong and | encourage you all to play your
part, letting us know your views and making a personal
submission. My greatest fear is, that in a rudimentary
attempt to stimulate new development, Council allows
entirely inappropriate bulk and scale into our Town
Planning Scheme provisions. Under the proposed
Amendment 49 the long opposed ING development option
would be approvable on the massive Woolstores shopping
centre site, is that what Fremantle wants and needs? |t

is my belief that Fremantle must stimulate revitalisation
by employing multiple drivers of change and that a heavy
reliance on an amended Planning Scheme to stimulate
business vibrancy will render Fremantle vulnerable to
poor development outcomes both now and into the longer
term future.

New matters for the Society to step up to the plate
going forward include overdue development of a Museums

Policy for Fremantle, on which we continue to work with
our colleagues in the Fremantle History Society and other
stakeholders. Another challenging opportunity is poten-
tial Adaptive Reuse on the Signal Station site in the Canton-
ment Hill Precinct. The most recent matter, this week, is
the re-emergence of plans for the replacement of
Fremantle Traffic Bridge and another series of workshops
for your Committee participation with Main Roads and
stakeholders.

On a more relaxing note, | have enjoyed several nights
volunteer Ship-keeping on HMB Endeavour replica moored
at Victoria Quay and commend you to take the unique op-
portunity to visit this magnificent vessel, built right here
in Fremantle, whilst she is berthed at "home’ on leave
from her National base in Sydney.

Be an active part of the Fremantle Society's future by
attending your 40th AGM on the 1st Decernber 2011 and
consider submitting your nomination for the new Com-
mittee, fresh ideas and approaches are always welcome
and needed. Become a part of taking the Fremantle
Society forward into our fifth decade Fighting for
Fremantle.

| look forward to meeting with you all at another
Fremantle sustaining institution, the FTI.

NO ANNUS HORRIBILIS

t has been claimed in the local media that the
Fremantle Society has had a horrible year, which is
factually not true and very unfair to the volunteers
who gave so much of their time, so let us remind our
members what we have done this year.
As a committee member and also chair of the communi-
cations committee, | believe the Society rejuvenated and
modernised itself with a large and positive public profile,
Let me write down what the Society has achieved this
year, so you can make up your own mind if we had an
annus horribilis.
The Society launched the fascinating Fighting For
Fremantle book by Ron and Dianne Davidson, it also
launched the Freo Tribe blog and Planet Freo
aggregator website. We had a huge week of events during
the Heritage Festival, we also had stalls at events like
the Blues&Roots Festival, the Hulbert Street Fiesta, the
May Day celebrations, the Growers Green Sunday Market.
We participated with a display at the Old Royal George
artists’ exhibition at the Moores building. We organised
a Day In The Life Of Fremantle WIKImedia event, where
we uploaded hundreds of photos that are now an historic
photographic record of Fremantle of that day, and we will
participate with events in next month Fremantle Festi-
val. And somewhere in between all that we published a
lovely colourful brochure about the Fremantle Society,
renovated parts of the Arthur Head cottage that became
the headquarters in January. and ﬂrgamsed sunset Bocce
evenings at the cottage. [: nued: P 4
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he guiding document of the Fremantle So-

ciety is what we refer to as the Constitution

- referred to by the Commissioner under the

Act as "Rules”. Our Constitution contains what
we refer to as Rules - in the Commissioner’s parlance
these are known as "By-Laws”. The Constitution/Rules
are changed at the AGM by way of ‘'special resolution’
and the Rules/By-law changes are changed by vote of the
Committee and later ratification at a General Meeting or
AGM,

In managing the affairs of the Society it has come to our
notice that there have been changes to our Constitution
and Rules in recent years that have not been registered
with the Commissioner. To be effective, changes to an As-
sociation’s Constitution have to be lodged with the Com-
missioner at the Department of Commerce within one
month of being passed at a General Meeting as

“special resolutions”. As this registration step has not
been taken in the past, the changes that have been made
over the years [and there have not been many) have been
of no legal effect.

It is proposed that at the 2011 AGM we remedy this
situation! Since we are about to do the necessary tidying
up we will take this opportunity to also modernise some
of the language by changing the "his” and "Chairman”
reference to “his/her” and "Chair’.

There will also be a motion at the AGM to ratify the
current Society Rules [By Laws) to confirm changes over
past years,

Notice of Motion to amend the Constitution [Rules] of the
Fremantle Society Inc by Special Resolution

Notice is hereby given of the following Special Resolu-
tions to be put at the Annual General Meeting to be held
on 1 December 2011.

Constitutionally speaking!

Moved Henty Farrar, seconded Cathie Hall that the fol-
lowing amendments be made the Constitution:

1. That the objects of the Society be amended to include
in ¢.4 - Objectives
a. "To encourage the preservation of the natural
heritage of the Fremantle area.”;

2. That the monetary amount referred to in ¢.5 Powers,
be increased from $2,000 to $5,000:

3. That the category of members in c.6 Membership be
amended to include "Organisation member and
Corporate member”;

4. That c.4|b] be amended by the additions of words of
clarification at the commencement of the clause
"Except for Honorary Life Members....";

5. That ¢, 7lg] Membership, be amended by adding the
following to the category of members who can cast
one vote at a General Meeting - "Organisation
member and Corporate member”;

6. That in c. 10 Management, the reference to
proceedings of meetings being "entered in book™ be
amended to “recorded” and the word “signed” be
replaced with "endorsed”;

7. That word "Rules” be replaced with "By Laws";
and

8. That words “himself, he or his” or any like word shall
be replaced throughout the with both male and female
references and that Chairman be replaced with
Chair.

"NO ANNUS HORRIBILIS

sat for hours at council and planning meetings, attended
workshops, met council staff, gave media interviews,
signed up new members, liaised with book shops, sold
books, opened our meeting room for other community
groups, etc.

And there is still mare! The Fremantle Society also won
the Western Australian Heritage Award 20117 for "Out-
standing contribution to heritage by a community-based
organisation”

| believe those achievements would be the envy of many
volunteer organisations, because it required dedicated
and committed members willing to spend hundreds of
hours doing those things for the community, instead of
socialising with friends and family.

Did the Society have a perfect year and could it have done
things better? There is always room for improvement

in every organization. Maybe we could have done more,
communicated better internally, or do things differently at
times, but we worked very hard. We were out in the com-
munity showing a positive presence as often as we could
and when we had enough volunteers to support us.

It is a big ask for a small group of people to cover so many
events, have a presence at council meetings, organise
events, do research for submissions, write articles for
newsletters, blog and media, and still have a wee bit of
private life as well.

Did we fail and have a horrible year? | don't think so. The
above record speaks for itself | believe.



Planning

The proposed Scheme Amendment 4% heralds the most
significant change to planning in Fremantle for a very
long time. It covers 12 sites in Fremantle's City Centre
- focused around Queen Street, between the Fremantle
Railway Station and Kings Square.

| was the Society's representative on the Strategic Sites
Working group which was charged with developing this
amendment. Past President, Dr lan Alexander, was

also a member of the working group, along with former
Councillor John Dowson. At the end of the process,

lan, John and | did not feel able to sign our names to the
recommendations of the working group and so developed
and presented a Dissenting Report. This has not been
mentioned in any of the information produced by the City
of Fremantle. The Fremantle Society has worked hard
in other ways to challenge the recommendations of the
working group. Back in August, we were successful in
lobbying Council to have the proposed Unlimited Height
provision removed from the Scheme Amendment prior to
advertising.

As Chair of the Society’s Planning and Heritage Commit-
tee, | am committed to ensuring that we make our voice
heard during the consultation process on Scheme

|
flot x| ll.ir;umq‘ Vo e
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Revitalisation or

)isaster?

Amendment 49. Mot only are committee members
attending the information and consultation sessions orga-
nized by the City of Fremantle, but we are also preparing
a quality submission on behalf of the Society. The Plan-
ning and Heritage committee will finalise the Society's
submission at this month’s meeting. The key points in the
Society’s submission will be that while generous heights
offered can be supported for most of the sites, the ad-
ditional setback storeys and further additional storeys, if
the development is of high quality, is just too much.

The Society believes all development in Fremantle should
be of high quality and are asking that any development
higher than the current scheme allows should be subject
to the scrutiny of the City's Design Advisory Committee,
Fremantle’s strength is the human scale of the urban
form and anything that offers excessive bulk and scale
should be avoided. This is especially the case for the
Coles Woolstores site [approx 200m x 100m] that under
the proposal will be at least 9 storeys.

Let me know if you would like to receive a copy of the
Society s submission or the dissenting report that | pre-
pared with lan Alexander and John Dowson. | encourage
Society members to put in their own submissions by the
closing date [Wednesday 7th December].

L

ek
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JOHN DOWSON:
A strong voice for heritage

Bob Reece js a committee member of the Fremantle Soci-
ety and Professor Emiritus in History at Murdoch Univer-
sity. He interviewed retiring councillor and former Society
President John Dowson,

BR: What got you involved in heritage issues in the first
instance?

JD: I'd always been interested in Australian history and
when | came back from Americain 1990 | wanted an inner
city life, living in the middle of town rather than a subur-
ban existence, and then suddenly | was in the middle of
all this heritage. | got to hear of the Fremantle Scciety,
got on the committee in 1991, got to see people like Les
Lauder working.

BR: What were the issues of the day?

JD: At that point my introduction to the Fremantle Society
was a whole range of issues but | know we got on to rais-
ing money, getting grants for doing things like the interi-
ors project. We got $3,000 to photograph interiors, to try
and protect interiors of the West End. Then the Dockers
issue came along. (uite often we were reacting to prob-
lems created by bad decisions.

“It annoys me being
called a fanatic™

& FREMANTLE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2011

ER: Remind me of what was involved the Dockers issue.

JD: The Dockers wanted to build a HQ right under the
drip line of a Moreton Bay fig tree and right on the sight
line of the Prison, which would have wiped out the views
of the Prison and destroyed the tree. We had to campaign
for them to move their building further south and in the
end after a few hundred hours work by Ralph Hoare and
myself and a couple of others we convinced them to build
on a bigger site where they could have a much bigger and
better building, but on the southern side of the oval. It
took a lot of work from people like Ralph Hoare to get that
building in the right place.

BR: Did you run up against any animosity over this case?

JD: Not personal animaosity. It took a while to convince
people that we had a case because the Council had done
a secret deal and we had to try and undo it. Ralph Hoare
is an amazing person, a very personable, likeable person
who is able to relate to people very well. He eventually
convinced everybody in that particular case.

BR: In these heritage issues, your motives must some-
times be questioned. Have you had that problem?

JD: I've never had that because I'm not a member of any

political party, not a real estate agent, not a developer.
I've never had that issue.



“Most people are passionate
about their own culture and
their own environment”

BR: That would leave some people rather puzzled,
though, because most people are motivated by some
kind of interest and they can’t understand those who are
not.

JD: Like you, | would just assume that most people are
passionate about their own culture and their own environ-
ment. | don't see it as anything unusual. | was a bit an-
noyed when Tom Perrigo of the National Trust called me
a fanatic’ one day. He thought that was a compliment! |
was very annoyed because | don't think it's being a fanat-
ic” to be interested in your own environment and want to
protect and enhance it. You would hope that people would
want to be engaged and passionate. So | didn't see it as
anything more than an extension of my duty as a citizen,

BR: If you want to understand the enemies of heritage,
you have to get into the minds of people like Esme
Fletcher and Fred Samson who talked about ‘bulldozing’
most of the town and leaving just a few iconic buildings
like the Arts Centre and the Boys School. Do you have
any insights into their thinking?

“"Some people think of |
heritage as a nuisance”

JD: 1 wasn't around in those early days. In those days,
the 1960s and 1970s, it seems to have been quite com-
bative. It seemed to be a very simple thing: you threw a
hand grenade and you almost had to have a battle cam-
paign, you brought in the union to have a stop-work ban
or something. Things seemed to be very combative then.
Whereas today you have to meet the enemy and you have
to work with the enemy and | think things have certainly
changed. Today it is not necessarily very pleasant to have
to talk to some of these people but | do think you have

to try to work with them in a different way. These days
the rules have changed a bit. But there is no doubt there
are some people who are still very fixed in their ways so
that even today we have councillors on Council who just
don't getit’. They say they like heritage but they don't
really like heritage. They just see heritage as an obstruc-
tion. So even in 20711 we still have people who just want
to ‘get on with it". Maybe they're frustrated with the lack
of progress. There are many people who just don't "get it’
and who do think that heritage is a nuisance, that it is an
impediment. Things are very slow to change.

BR: What do you say to the people who see heritage and
the economy, or progress and prosperity, as antithetical
to each other?

JD: | suppose "heritage’ became a dirty word about five
or six years ago when Subiaco and some other councils
were having real problems even getting their municipal
heritage inventories done. | think for a while we put our
heads down. We tried to avoid using the word "heritage’.
And so | don’t try to bang the heritage drum. | certainly
try to talk about the economic value of things. | try to talk
about other values that have to do with sustainability, for
example. Any building that's already 100 years old has
had a pretty good life and is often so well built that it can
last another 100 years. And if that's not a good case of
sustainability, then | don't know what is because so many
of today’s buildings have a 'use-by date’. | think you can
bring in things like sustainability and convince people on
the basis of sustainability, environmental aspects of good
building design etc. And try to bring in the social history
so that for example you can tap into the ltalian heritage
here. You can often build a bridge with some of the Ital-
ians, who seem to be very often anti-heritage, by tapping
into their stories. That's one of the reasons | write books
because | think that if you keep putting history in front of
people and showing them there are so many different lay-
ers going back so many years, and those layers have very
interesting stories, that at some point it will be of interest
to even those who are hard core, dismissive people about
heritage. So | think you have to be a lot smarter these
days and work to promote heritage in a pro-active way
and not just simply be reactive and be hostile.
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WIKI and Hulbert Fiesta
captivate Fremantle

he Society keeps finding new ways of being

more engaged with the community. Committee

and communications group member Sam

Wilsan, who is an IT professicenal, introduced
us to WiKlmedia, and we organised a Day in the Life of
Fremantle photography event, starting at the Society
cottage on Arthur Head and finishing there with a
sausage sizzle.

Participants were given a list of required targets to
photograph in different suburbs, from North Fremanle

to Hilton. This included buildings, streetscapes, people,
food, events, beaches, etc. Those over 600 images [and
more to be uploaded) were edited and captioned and
uploaded to WIKI, where they are now a historic record of
that specific day in Fremantle 2011. All photos are
available for public use.

It was good to see whole families participating in the
event, and they took some very good and creative photos.

We will do another Freo Wiki during the Fremantle Fes-
tival in November, so come along for a day of creative
fun with historic significance. We will keep you posted via
email and our society Freo Tribe blog on the date. It will
be the first Saturday of the festival,

Sadly this was one of the last events at the Society
cottage, as the City of Fremantle has told us they need the
space, so we will be moving out in early January. We are
still looking for a new home for our archives and office
furniture and ideally a meeting room. If you know of
anything we can check out for a new office, call Roel on

0419 850 981.

The Society also had a stall at the now famous Hulbert
Street Sustainability Fiesta. What a fun weekend that is.
This is one of the truly great Fremantle events and proof
how much committed and creative individuals and groups
can get done without council involvement.

We talked to many people about the Society, the new
inner city development proposals, signed up new
members and sold Fighting For Fremantle books [a great
Christmas present by the way!)

The Society is committed to take part in as many
Fremantle events as possible and have a stall. We are
always looking for members to support us, so contact us
iIf you have spare time and like to get involved. It is a great
way for meeting new people and networking. Very Freo
indeed!

Roel Loopers
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HMB Endeavour back in town

he Fremantle built replica of the HMB ENDEA-

VOUR arrived back in Fremantle harbour on

October 12, after many years on the east coast

and a voyage to Europe. It was on display at
Sydney's Darling Harbour for a long time.

In 1988 the infamous Alan Bond assigned well known
Fremantle local John Longley of America’s Cup fame, and
now CEO of the ISAF 2011 World Sailing Championships,
to be held off Bathers Beach in early December this year,
to take charge of building a replica of the Endeavour.

Alan Bond later pulled out of the project because of finan-
cial difficulties, but the replica was finally finished in 1993
when it slipped into the water at Fishing Boat Harbour in
Fremantle. The event was considered so important that
there was a live telecast on TV at the time.

The replica is considered one of the finest in the world
with excellent craftsmanship of the woodwork and great
care for detail.

Fremantle is one of 18 ports the Endeavour visits on its 13
months long circumnavigation of Australia.

The Endeavour will be at berth at C Shed on Victoria Quay
in Fremantle Port and will do day tours. There is also the
opportunity to stay nights on board the ship for those who
wish to experience it. The ship will be here from October
12- November 1 and again from December 20-30.

The HM Bark Endeavour was a British Royal Navy re-
search vessel and Lieutenant James Cook s ship for his
first voyage, a scientific mission to the Pacific Ocean, and
to explore the southern seas for Terra Australis Incognita,
or the unknown southernland. It sailed from Plymouth in
England in 1768 and was almost lost when it ran aground
on the Great Barrier Reef. It was beached near what is
now known as Cooktown in northern Queensland for
seven weeks for basic repairs to the hull, after which she
was able to sail to Batavia for more substantial repair
work.

Roel Loopers [stary & picl.
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