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Total Planning for the Quality of Life

As promised, in this issue we are focussing on planning and the need
for community action

With wide community support for heritage legislation we can not afford
to be complacent and labour under the misapprehension that legislation
will ensure that our heritage will adequately be provided for and
protected. The vital need, for example, to articulate legislation, policy’
and practice at the various levels of government is evident in various
1ssues discussed in this edition of the Society's newsletter. The B.M.A's
maintenance of government owned property (see page 3), planning for
the prison's future (page 12) and the re-location of the ferry terminal
(page 10) are all examples. In his article in this issue - A Matter of
Planning - Bob Hewitt forthrightly tackles the problem of articulated
planning for a certain quality of life.

Adequate heritage and lifestyle protection to a large extent depends on
adequate consultation and communication. The problems our policy
and decision-makers have with consultation is clearly illustrated in
most of the articles in this issue. Our update on the hospital expansion
(page 12) continues to detail the Society's battle to get a local community
representative with a brief "to represent the community” on the
Fremantle Hospital board. The old peoples' housing complex to be built
in the grounds of John Curtin was a decision made with very little
community consultation (page 14). The second part of Alan Petersen's
history of the Fremantle Society (page 5) looks at the avenues the Society
can take to be effective in influencing decision-makers involved in
planning our future environment to give a priority to humans and their
heritage in Fremantle.

The delightful architectural drawings used on this month's logo and
throughout this issue are reprinted with the kind permission of
Fremantle Drawings. (See article page 16)




| Membership |
Some membership renewal fees for 1990 are overdue.

$12 ordinary membership

$15 family membership

875 corporate membership

$20 organisation membership

$3 student, pensioner, unemployed

Send payment to Membership Convenor, Fremantle Society Inc., 0.
Box 828, Fremantle 6160

Committee

The following are Committee Members for 1989/90. Their special areas
of activity are shown below, together with their telephone numbers,
Members interested in any of these areas are encouraged to get in touch
with the appropriate Convenor.

Jenny Archibald (President, University Group, Prison Working Group -
335 2628): Elizabeth Atahan (Minutes Secretary - 339 5009/335 8891); Les
Lauder (335 6308/339 1120); Ron Davidson (Secretary - 335 7294); Tony
Harris (335 1307/350 6884); Ron Kennealy (386 1275/336 1106); Patrick
Pemberton (Treasurer - 335 8788/382 8553); Shavda Pemberton (Social
Committee - 335 8788); Alan Petersen (Council Liaison - 335 6415/351
9218):; Bob Pokrant (430 5301/351 7399); Frank Schaper (335 2794/227
6177); Jo Taylor (335 1513); David Wood (Heritage Group - 335 4159);
Anne Rimes (336 1081), Bob Hewitt (335 9375/336 2058); Len Poole (335
8681).

New Members

Applications for membership have been received from the following
people:

Sally Gordon, Michael Sturgeon, John Garvey, Hillary and Pat Maguire,
K. Crowl, 8. Murdoch, K. Hadrowe, Barbara Farrant, L.. Branch, B. &
V. Orgles, J. Armstrong, Carolyn Switzer, Denise Smith.



The Fisher Beard House

In our last issue the Society went public on the Driver's House débAacle.
The restoration of Driver's House should have been a model project.
There was: -

- Public (State Government) ownership of the building,

- The building was vested in the local community through the East
Fremantle Council which claims to have a heritage policy and
has shown its goodwill with respect to heritage issues in the
past - vis a vis the restoration of the old Royal George Hotel,

- Strong community interest in the project

- Sufficient information available to enable faithful restoration, at
least of the facade,

- Available tradesmen with the specific skills necessary to carry
out the restoration work.

As a result of public discussion and media attention generated by our
article we understand that the East Fremantle Council are writing to the
developers to request that some of the restoration problems we identified
are rectified.

Perhaps similar pressure is needed to reverse the sad state of the Fisher
Beard house on the corner of Tuckfield Street and Canning Highway.
This house is a fine example of turn-of-the-century Fremantle
architecture and particularly valuable because the house is - well was
until recently - in its near original state. Its lime-washed walls and red
brick quoins and tuck-pointing together with its original verandah were
particularly distinctive as the Soiety's photographs on this and the
following pages show.




The Fisher Beard family owned a department store, in the middle of
Fremantle in Adelaide Street originally where Foodland and later where
Treasureway now stands. Mrs Val Heaney, a long-time Fremantle
resident, remembers Fisher Beard's department store as "a shop that
sold everything that ladies loved - dress materials, haberdashery,
embroidery materials, frocks and hats and things like that." In its
heyday the store, like many of that period, employed its own milliner and
tailor.

The Fisher Beard's house in Tuckfield Street, with its commanding 360
degree views of harbour and river stood in the way of the Main Roads
scheme to take the bend out of Canning Highway. It was thus acquired,
along with others in the area, by the State government a move which
resulted in a subsequent "planning blight" which can be clearly seen
along Canning Highway particularly between the bridges. With re-
alignment plans for Canning Highway unlikely to proceed there is a
prime opportunity to revitalise this area.

The Building Management Authority (formerly the Public Works
Department), in whose hands the upkeep of State Government owned
buildings is vested, has recently applied its particular talents to "tart-
up” the Fisher Beard house. The house recently had its stone and brick
work painted over in defacto stucco. The poured concrete verandah has
been painted 'pastel apple green’ and the vertical strutted verandah
facias (see photograph) have been removed.

This is yvet another case where all the ingredients were present for a
model job and in this case, unlike Driver's house, only routine
maintenance work was required. So what went wrong? What is so
repugnant about consultation ?
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Community Action and the Fremantle Society

by Alan Petersen

In the June issue of the Fremantle Society Newsletter, Society member
and ex Fremantle City Councillor Alan Petersen had a retrospective
looked at the Fremantle Society. In part two in this issue he asks ‘What
can we learn about community action from the history of the Fremantle
Society?’

... the great thing the Fremantle Society did in the 70s was to
change public opinion; to change the perception of Fremantle.
... Fremantle was well and truly changing as a result of what
the Fremantle Society did throughout the 70s.'

In Part 1 the role played by the Fremantle Society in the early seventies
in reversing the direction in which Fremantle was headed was outlined.
The detrimental effects of complacancy, however, took its toll on the
Society toward the end of that decade. It was not until the end of the
eighties that a revitalised and effective Society was seen again. There

are many lessons to be learnt about community action from the Society's
history.

Firstly, it is clear that much can be achieved at the local government
level by collective action outside government if people have the energy
and willingness to be involved. People who have little experience in
community action often become increasingly active as they begin to feel
part of a group with a mission. In the case of the Fremantle Society,
there are many examples of new executive members who at first felt
apprehensive about their role in the Society. However, when given some
direction, they have quickly become very active members in lobbying
Councillors and Council officers, meeting with developers and

politicians and helping to prepare submissions or writing articles to the
local newspapers.

For continuing support of grass roots membership, it is important
however that the structure remains democratic with clear lines of
communication. Some of the potential, and actual, problems of action
groups are a result of a failure of some members to adhere to the spirit of
a democratic process through sharing information and responsibilities.
A great deal of energy is devoted to keeping members and the general
public informed through the newsletter, through the Society's public
discussion documents ( eg Fremantle Towards 2000 ) as well as through
the organisation of seminars and guest speakers on topical issues of
concern to Society members. There has been an attempt to devolve power
to members so that responsibility for action does not always rest with the




executive. For example, the executive arranged an informal meeting of
members who had indicated an interest in planning issues so that
current concerns could be discussed and those willing to volunteer time
to longer term planning issues could be identified.

Secondly, it is possible in local action groups to draw on a broad basis of
social support in working on particular issues. To be effective,
community action needs to be informed by a political and social
philosophy, or a vision which is shared by a majority of membership of
the action group. Consensus on what constitutes the guiding philosophy
or vision, or indeed the major issues, is never easily achieved; it is the
result of an ongoing process of negotiation. Consequently, those
impatient for change often quickly drop out of the action when change
does not appear to be quickly forthcoming. This is one of the difficulties
in keeping people actively involved. Nevertheless, it is surprising the
high degree of consensus and support that can be achieved on at least
the kinds of issues that should be considered.

Without doubt, the Fremantle Society has set the agenda of public debate
on a number of major issues in the Fremantle community. Early in 1990
the Society released a draft discussion document Fremantle toward 2000.
This received wide media coverage and generated a high level of public
discussion. It re-examined dormant issues and raised new ideas.
Concepts such as the promotion of residential infill - bringing people
back to live in the city - for example have come to have a high profile in
public debate as a result of that document. In this sense, the Society is
taking a 'pro-active’ rather than a 'reactive' role in local politics.

Thirdly, as Fremantle's experience with conservation has shown, it can
never be assumed that a battle has been finally won. Although it is not
possible to say that the Fremantle Council has reversed its conservation
policies, there are currently strong pressures from within and outside
Council to weaken some of its policies in the name of development. This
in fact occurred to some extent during the haste of the America's Cup
preparations when some old buildings were renovated in an
inappropriate manner.

Policies are the outcome of political struggles, and in the absense of
strong pressure groups committed to a philosophical position those with
most power within the formal political structures will tend to get their
own way. This is a particular danger in local government where
elections often occur every year and the political complexion of the
Council can change over a relatively short period of time. While the
Society is not a political group it has always seen the necessity for a
supportive local government. In the 1990 local government elections the
Society supported four successful candidates in the Fremantle City
Council elections. This influx onto council has significantly changed,
not only the balance of power on council, but also the council agenda and
level of debate.



Fourthly, local community action needs to be informed by an
understanding of the large range of strategies for social change.
Throughout its history, the Fremantle Society has drawn on the direct
political support of the union movement and of those within political
parties; gained publicity of issues through the mainstream media;
lobbied politicians at all three levels of government; stood candidates at
local government elections; prepared submissions on planning
proposals; and held public forums on issues of likely interest to the
community. These are part of the traditional armoury of the local action
group and they have all proved their worth in the Fremantle
community. Effective community action entails an understanding of
how these methods can be combined in an economical manner without
individuals becoming quickly burnt out. This brings us to the final
point.

Community action is above all a reaffirmation of our social being and
personal identity. An action group provides an important context within
which individuals derive a sense of self worth; that what they do really
counts and that others will listen to them. It is important that people see
being involved in action groups as being about more than changing
structures 'out there'. There has been an implicit recognition of this in
the Fremantle Society in the past in the organisation of social events
such as dances and dinners. There is much scope for activities of the
not-so-serious type. In our being caught up in political strivings it is
easy to forget out basic human need for revitalisation and sociable
interaction,

/ anote for your diary:
FREMANTLE SOCIETY CHRISTMAS PARTY
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BUSH DANCE
and Barbeque with the evergreen
Mucky Duck
at the
RAILWAY HOTEL

- one of the few to have held on to its original name

December 21st
7.30 p.m,

" You are expected to be there




A Matter of Planning

by Bob Hewitt

Discussion of the proposed Essex Street nightclub has brought to light a
widespread community problem and raised questions relating to the
need for holistic planning that takes account of the quality of life.

After Margaret Hewitt, a Nairn Steet resident, wrote to the local press
detailing some of the undesirable features of inner city life late at night
she was inundated with calls from other Fremantle residents with
similar horrific experiences. Late-night loud, drunk and disorderly
behaviour with its associated wanton destruction of property and general
vandalism is a weekly occurence for residents living not only near night
clubs in the inner city but also on a beat between the Beaconsfield Tavern
and the city nightclubs and late licence hotels.

In the Following article Bob Hewitt places this issue in the wider context
of planning for people.

The 1970%. which saw the birth of the Fremantle Society, was the decade in which the
battle to save Fremantle's historically significant buildings was begun. However, the
1990’s might well prove to be the decade in which the preservation and development of
Fremantle's social fabric is the main issue.

Today, the Fremantle community is generally aware of the significance and value of the
town's historic buildings. Furthermore, the Fremantle City Council now has a
comprehensive document in the form of it's Town Planning Scheme No 3 incorporating
the Conservation Policy for the Fremantle West End Conservation Area, which ostensibly
gives the council powers to ensure that buildings are conserved. Even so, this still does
not provide enough protection.

For example, the council has recently been frustrated in its demands for conservation
measures to be undertaken at the Essex Street flour mill, and the council’s powers are
now being tested in the courts. Of course in this instance, a state heritage bill would
substantially swing matters in favour of the council, but one wonders what other
loopholes would then be revealed. What we want, however, is a town planning scheme
and a heritage bill that complement one another, and not have a situation where a
heritage bill might only be seen as 'a safety net’ to fall back on after all else has failed.

To add to the Council’s problems, residents have recently taken exception to a Planning
Department recommendation in regard to the proposed establishment of a nightclub in
Essex Street, and the manner in which the council appears to have handled the matter.
This matter has also brought to light a range of similar concerns from other residents
elsewhere in Fremantle, and called into question the council’s intentions with regard to
it's policy on 'inner city living’. These, in turn, raises questions in regard to the planning
process.



Most people appreciate that our laws and regulations (*the rules’) are imperfect. When
Fﬂrmulated they are, presumably, the best attempt to meet our needs at the time. The
reality 15, however, that once implemented and put to the test, weaknesses and omissions
are invariably revealed and amendments required. This should be a natural and accepted
process and we should not get stuck on thinking that 'the rules are immutable’.
Furthermore, the rules should also be altered in response to the changing needs of a
community, Consequently, the existing town planning scheme must be seen as an
evolving document that will almost always have it's limitations, and be open to criticism
and improvement,

In this {egf_ird, a glz;ring omission in the Town Planning Scheme is the apparent disregard
farksncyal implications of any proposed development when considering the merits and
desirability of a proposal.

Rarely do vou hear people speak, or write, about Fremantle without mention of ‘the
special atmosphere, the ambience, the lifestyle’. In other words, the social fabric of
Fremantle. The fact is, the social fabric and the built environment are inseparable. Why
is it then, that this is not acknowledged and taken into account in the Fremantle City
Council's existing town planning scheme?

Just as important as the Town Planning Scheme, is the manner in which planning
decisions are made is also important. At the present time, development proposals are
assessed by the Planning Department strictly in accordance with the Town Planning
Scheme, with the result that socially undesirable proposals, such as the Essex Street
nightclub, can meet the scheme’s criteria, and can therefore be recommended. In other
words, the Planning Department makes the objective decisions and the Planning
Commitiee makes the political decisions. 1 think this is a 'cop out’, as every decision
taken by both the councillors and the council staff is a 'pelitical one'. Consequently, it
must be concluded that the current situation reflects a lack of will by the Planning
Committee to impose its views and aspirations on the Planning Department.

The other planning issue 15 that of inner city living, a concept supported by The
Fremantle Society. The council also espouses the idea. But, the case of the Essex Street
night club suggests that the council is ambivalent about the idea. 1 believe that it the
council genuinely wants to pursue such an idea and adopt it as a policy, it must make
a clear statement as to its intentions, set objectives (eg. the number of people it would
like to see living in the ’inner city’, and by when), and outline a strategy as to how these
objectives might be achieved. The policy should also be incorporated into the Town
Planning Scheme.

Fortunately, in the 1970's, The Fremantle Society won the day, and large parts of the
West End were saved from demolition and modern redevelopment. However, the battle
was not won by simply standing in the way of bulldozers. It was won by changing the
attitudes of decision makers - and in some cases, by changing the decision makers
themselves! Let us hope that todays issues can be resolved by a careful consideration of
residents’ concerns, and a willingness for all interested parties to work together for
solutions,

See page 18 for notice of a Public Meeting called by concerned citizens to
discuss issues related to those raised in this article.




The Ferry Terminal - Planning for Tourism

The question of the re-location of the East Street ferry terminal arose on
the August agenda of the Fremantle City Council and was again
referred back to the committee in September. This issue epitomises the
lack of real integration of the various government agencies with the
Fremantle City Council in achieving end goals.

For some time, the issue of tourism in Fremantle has been discussed by
the F.C.C., the community and the State government authorities. The
community, particularly the business sector, felt strongly enough to
form the Fremantle Vistiors Marketing Association, a group with
widespread Fremantle representation. The Chamber of Commerce has
also maintained a strong interest in the issue, particulaly in relation to
the retail sector. The F.C.C. recently produced a draft paper for
discussion, Fremantle Visitor Philosophy, and held a successful public
meeting to air thoughts on the many issues relating to tourism.

Despite all this, one of the most important links that this city has
maintained since its inception is now planning to jump the river to Rous
Head. Boat Torque, who run the main Rottnest Island ferry service have
signed agreements with the Port Authority to develop a terminal at Rous
Head, the newly built industrial estate on North Quay.

While it may be logistically preferable for Boat Torque to place their
operations in this out of the way location, is it really in the best interests
of this city, particularly in relation to tourism ?

Fremantle has been promoting its past, its cultural heritage and its café
lifestyle. We will soon have an electric rail link to Perth and, probably a
rail link to Mandurah. Fremantle is the focal stop off point. Then to go
to Rottnest, we will now have to cross the river, by private transport or by
taxi to catch the ferry.

Every opportunity available on the city side of the river must be
scrutinised. Victoria Quay is one option, although it is acknowledged
that major modification of the wharf would be necessary to use it for
ferries. The other is Challange Harbour, or possibly the Fisherman's
Harbour.

The benefits to the city must be considerable if the ferry terminal was
placed at either site in Fremantle. People can use public transport,
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which is not an easy option even at its present location at the bottom of
East Street. They will also be able to wander through the city, dine out
after the trip back, breakfast on the way out ( if you're game to eat before
you go ! ). Tourist accomodation is available in the city, and new
developments such as the budget hotel in the old Parry's building, are
now on the drawing boards.

If we are seriously going to encourage and integrate tourism in
Fremantle, then we have to address issues such as the location of
essential tourist services in the broader framework of benefits to all.

The Heritage Bill

The Heritage Bill was further delayed and hopes are not high for its
successful passage through parliament. The opposition has pursued its

amendments for compensation and this may well be the stumbling block
for the bill.

The Fremantle Society does not believe that the bill can be workable with
compensation clauses, and has been seeking discussions with the
Liberal and National parties hoping to persuade them to retract these
amendments.

In July, the Fremantle Society held a "happy protest” outside the Old
Flour Mill in Essex Street. The event was most successful, and also led
to the production of a postcard recording the gathering. (see page 19)
The purpose of the card is to send a message to the Premier, Minister for
Heritage and Members of Parliament in support of the Heritage Bill.
These were distributed through various channels and as widely as we
could in the short time available. The response from the community has
been heartening - we hope it touches the sensitivity of the opposition.

The postcards are 50 cents each and are postage prepaid and are
available from: The Herald Newspaper Office (Cnr of King & George Streets East
Fremantle), Hesperia Gallery, (7 Mouat Street Fremantle), Lauder & Howard, (Cnr
George & Duke Streets, East Fremantle) or Society Committee members

Thanks are due to the Fremantle City Council and particularly to Ros
Porter (Community Arts Officer) who instigated the idea of the postecard.
We are very grateful for all her help and enthusiasm. The Society also
acknowledges assistance from the Community Cultural Development
Unit of the Australia Council, whose funding allowed us to hire Jim
Cook (Fremantle artist) to produce the artwork and organise the
photography. We must also say thank you to the wonderful Fu-Fu band
whose colour and music made all the difference at the Flour Mill
gathering.
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Bureauracies Plan the Prison's Future

Two recent proposals for the prison project are of major concern. One is
the brief for a consultant to work on a tourism plan for the prison. A
mere $8,000 has been proposed for the project, which, given the brief,
should properly need substantially more funding. It is a dangerous
precedent to carry out a half-baked exercise at this crucial stage and to
have a consultant's report which becomes (as is too often the case) the
accepted opinion. The Society is hoping that the State Government will
see fit to provide sufficient funds to enable a comprehensive appraisal of
tourism in relation to the prison.

The other issue of concern is the proposed "Friends of the Prison" group
to be established. The Society believes it is premature to establish such a
group before the prison project has been more comprehensively defined,
particularly in terms of its future uses.

In a letter from the Museums Association, which has been involved in
some of the government committees discussing the prison's future,
Pippa Brennan observed: "Through my involvement with the meetings,
I realise the folly of presuming government bodies will deal with our
cultural heritage with understanding and deference to experts that such
a responsibility requires. Given the right pressure, better results can be
pushed for.”

The conservation programme for the project is nearing completion, and
an official opening and presentation of this phase of the work will be held
on October 11th. The intention is that all information on the project to
date will be on public display in one of the warders' cottages. (17
Henderson St.) The cottage will be open during Fremantle Market
hours, Friday to Sunday. Public comment will be invited. For further

information contact Mr Ralph Hoare from the Building Management
Authority (222 5555).

Hospital Update

The Fremantle Society is continuing its push to have an independent
community representative on the Fremantle Hosptial Board. The
Minister for Health, Keith Wilson responded to our first request by
stating that many of the existing board members were from Fremantle,
and that with a vast catchment area and a population of 325,000 we could
not expect special treatment.

The Society replied by pointing out that Fremantle needed a special
representative because the hospital was situated in the midst of the
Fremantle residential area. This wasn't the case with other areas such
as Booragoon or Armadale. We also pointed out that because a board
member lived in Fremantle it did not make that person necessarily a
"community representative”’. Many of the exisiting board members for
example have other briefs.
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The Society is worried that the hospital's already vast catchment area
will keep expanding rapidly and, without adequate forward planning for
other sites, will eventually spill over into neighbouring residential areas.
Fremantle cannot afford to lose any of its near city Housing.

It is essential that there is more liaison between the community and the
State Government departments in cases such as the hospital. Within
the Fremantle municipality a major proportion of the land area and
land use is tied up by State (and Federal) Government agencies. While
traditionally these agencies have held a relatively autonomous decision-
making role, the Society believes that the residents must be considered
with equal, if not higher, priority than has hitherto occured. Therefore
more communication in planning between the community, council and
the State Government is essential. In a recent meeting with our local
member, Jim McGinty, we were assured that he would actively pursue
this line of thought.

Oral History Group Report

Alice Smith, convenor of the Fremantle Society's Oral History Group,
reports that the group is proceeding with several interviews of local
identities. They are also continuing their outreach programme
making contact with other historical associations. Recently they
visited the Melville Historical Society which has been successful in
saving the old Miller Bakery in Hammad Street near the Leopold
Hotel. The bakery has been restored and now houses a bakery
museum and has meeting rooms in which the Melville Historical
Society meet and which can be hired out to other groups. The Melville
group are now actively trying to save both the Heathcote Hospital and

the old Bateman homestead, near the corner of the Kwinana Freeway
and Leech Highway.

The Oral History group have also visited the new customs museum
which they report is a very exciting development. An ex-customs
officer has been appointed on a part-time basis to gather artifacts and
material which will form the basis of the museum which will be
linked by computer to an Australia-wide network of similar customs
displays.

Regular meetings of the Oral History Group are held at Gerda
Fowlers house at lunchtime on the second Monday of the month.

Anyone interested in joining should contact either Gerda Fowler or
Alice Smith.
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[talian Aged Hostel
a development in the grounds of John Curtin High School

st

A decision was recently announced that the site chosen for the multi-
million dollar Italian Aged Hostel is on land currently zoned for use by
John Curtin Senior High School, We have been informed that the hostel
is intended to accomodate 40 aged persons and at this stage nursing
facilities are not planned. The initial proposal was to be located in the
school grounds adjacent to the Fremantle Arts Centre with access from
Finnerty Street. Plans are, however, now being drawn up for the tennis
court area on the Ellen Street side of the school.

The Society now understands that the school principal, the Parents and
Citizens Association and the School Council are unhappy with the
decision for the following reasons:

1. The school had already published advanced plans (Fremantle
Gazette, 1989) to develop the school grounds as an
environmental studies area re-establishing natural vegetation
designed to attract bird life. It was intended that this
development become public open space and it appeared that the
Government was supportive at this time of this development of
the site.

2. At no stage, prior to the decision to proceed, was the school or
the community consulted in the decision to appropriate a
significant parcel of the school grounds for an aged persons
complex.

3. John Curtin Senior High School was not included on the
Government's Assets Task Force list for sale or redevelopment.

4. Proper planning procedures regarding re-zoning of the area
have not been followed.

In addition a spokesperson for the school council believes that the
Fremantle Society has been misrepresented as being in favour of the
development. As a result of a meeting between the Society and local
M.L.A. Mr Jim McGinty, the Society understood that a decision had
already been reached believing the school would accept the proposed
development on the Ellen Street tennis courts site. The Society then
expressed the opinion that, it did not approve of the lack of consultation
between the parties nor the complete disregard for the due planning
process. However, under the circumstances, since the decision
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apparently had been made, the Society said it would want to see
appropriate consideration given to the architectural design, style and
quality of materials to be used in the proposed development and the
preservation of the existing natural vegetation along the scarp in the
south-west corner of the school grounds.

This small area together with Cantonment Hill (the Signal Station hill)
is the only remaining naturally vegetated public open space 1n existence
in Fremantle. It should also be pointed out that the site has some local
historical and contemporary significance. Alice Smith, the Society's
oral history convenor, who, as a girl, lived above the cutting in East
Street remembers between the wars when the local kid's had a rough-
hewn cricket pitch on the site. Here young and old gathered to play
cricket and the game could be heard going on until after dark of an
evening.

She also tells how in the late afternoons the local kids used to climb the
old gum trees some of which still exist on the site. Here they would
perch to watch for the horse-drawn drays to come lumbering up Ellen
street from the wharves en route to their stables toward the end of
Holland Street. The lumpers who lived in the area would get a lift home
on the drays and the kids had plenty of time to scramble down a tree and
race to meet the dray, and helped by the men, clamber up and get a ride
along with dad at least to East Street.

As the land is being leased in perpetuity to the private developers the
area will, in effect, be lost to community use. Although the school has
been assured that the completed complex is intended to house 40 aged
persons, it is believed that a second stage is planned for the future.
Furthermore, the school has also been told that the undue haste with
which the development is proceeding reflects a funding deadline. (The
development has been granted Federal funds if they can find a site.) The
school understands, however, that the developers have received an
extension of the funding deadline.

The Society agrees with the school that the manner in which this
decision has been made is most unsatisfactory and that the answers to
questions which have been raised are also unsatisfactory. It is yet
another example of little consultation with the local community and can
only be seen as a heavy-handed top down decision-making.
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development in the John Curtin school grounds. We are currently

seeking more information.
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Futuristic Architectural Recording in Fremantle

"Before 1977, I was convinced of the importance of computing and
information processing to future architecture. I began to develop a data-
base of existing residential buildings in Australia.” writes Phillip Gibbs
of Fremantle Drawings. He has identified three "morphological phases"
in the development of the Australian house - the Cottage in its simplest
form with two rooms front and back, the Valley/Hip house which was
the first major transformation of the Australian house and in which a
change in the configuration of the roof provided a more stable structure,
and the High Hip House with a central valley in the roof. It was this
model that became the basis of the computerised data collection system

which enables storage and portrayal of three dimensional
characteristics of architecture.

In 1989 Phillip Gibbs established Fremantle Drawings to compile a
computer data-base of the heritage zone of Fremantle. He writes:

"The nineteenth and early twentieth century facades of stuccoed
brickwork incorporate transcriptions of details from the classical
language of architecture. The geometric proportioning system
has its origin in the classical tradition and the architectural
details follows the prescriptions of Palladio's Four Books of
Architecture. These buildings were built during the years prior to
the First World War and at the end of the era of colonisation."

Each building in the heritage zone is being measured and recorded in
the field and the information entered on the data-base. The result is a
fascinating series of architectural drawings which are an art form in
their own right. According to Gibbs two results are emerging. First, it
is evident that the Fremantle buildings were constructed with a high
degree of accuracy and, secondly, that a complex geometric system was
used to generate the designs of these old Fremantle buildings.
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"I would conclude that there is no incompatibility between the
traditional disciplines of architecture and the emergence of the
computer as the primary drawing instrument and architectural
information storage system. The dominant craftsmen of the
fifteenth century were masions. The craftsmen of the nineteenth
century timber buildings that made possible the European
settlement of the New World and Australasia were carpenters.
The craftsmen of the twenty-first century will be the computer
drawers. The drawings they produce will drive the robots which
will sculpt, carve, cast and assemble architectural elements of a
complexity equal to that of ancient Greence and Rome."

We are grateful to Phillip Gibbs for permission to reprint a selection of his drawings
in this issue of the Society newsletter.

The Social Side of Things ]

With a capacity house the second annual pub dinner and poetry night
saw poetic oratory at its best. The quality and quantity of entries in the
two poetry reading divisions has significantly improved and the event is
set to become a significant part of the Society's heritage and thus worth
preservation at all costs. Our gratitude is extended to Shavda and the
committee for their excellent organisation and hard work. We are also
indebted to Sally Morgan for the contribution at cost of one of her prints
for the auction, to Frank Schaper for the donation of wine for the auction
and also to Andrew Smith for his masterly editorial and ceremonial
compering skills.
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The Fremantle Society draws your attention to the following public

meeting
concern

called by a group of concerned citizens to discuss issues of
to all Fremantle residents.

called

Other

PUBLIC MEETING
FREMANTLE TOWN HALL
Thursday, the 18th of October at 8pm

As a result of concerns recently expressed about the proposed Essex Street
nightclub, the behaviour of patrons at the Beaconsfield Tavern and the
Tarantella Nightclub, the expansion of Cargo’s Nightelub, and the possibility
of other 'nightclubs’ being established in Fremantle, a meeting has been

by a group of 'concerned residents’ to discuss:

How the community can act to effectively curb criminal and antisocial
street behaviour - particularly when it is alcohol related and late at
night, and

how can the community ensure that the social impact of any new
development proposal is fully taken into account when a proposals is
being evaluated by the council, and

in the case where a proposal is considered as likely to have undesirable
social consequences, how can the community be sure that such a
proposal will not proceed?

related questions that need to be considered include:

What policies does the council have, or is considering, in regard to the
control and management of developments that might adversely affect
the social fabric of Fremantle, particularly in the South, City and
North Wards where there is a greater mix of land uses, and

what policy does the council have on inner city living and the
rejuvenation of the commercial district ( the West End and adjacent
areas)?
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The Society's postcard designed to lobby members of parliament for
Heritage legislation
(see page 11)
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Preserve our heritage
- Act now!



A.G.M.

The Annual general Meeting of the Fremantle Society Inc
will be held on

Tuesday 13th November, 1990

(Please Note not Wednesday 14th as previously advertised)

at the
Fremantle Maritime Museum
Cliff Street Fremantle

at 8.oopm

The meeting will be addressed by the Society's patron
Sir Paul Hasluck

All committee positions become vacant annually and several committee members
have indicated that they will not be re-standing. Members are urged to nominate for |
the Fremantle Society Committee.

Nominations for committee positions should reach the Secretary by October 30th 1990, I
(Nomination form below)

[ Fremantle Society Inc.

Nomination for Committee

[ hereby nominate

as a member of the Fremantle Society Inc. Committee for 1990/1991

I Signature:

Seconded by:

e e ——

I accept the above nomination to serve on the Committee.

Signature:

NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO:
The Hon. Secretary, FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.,
P.O.Box 828, FREMANTLE ,6160

by October 30th 1990.
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