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"Prospect House"

FROM 1886 until 1967 this fine house stood on the corner of Adelaide and Point
Streets in Fremantle. Today Hair Cosmo and a Formalwear business occupy the same
lot and offer no hint of what once was.

A great many people approach the Society with old family photographs like this one. They
offer a fascinating glimpse of the lives, fashions and craftsmanship of our barely distant
history. They also provide a wealth of information for those who wish to sensitively restore
their heritage propertics.

Continued page 3 . . .
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‘Prospect House® circa 1897.
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Membership

THE Fremantle Society operates solely on membership subscriptions and fundraising
events held from time to time. Your membership dues pay for the printing and
distribution of the newsletter, flyers received by all members and our "fighting funds".

Membership renewal fees for 1994 are now due. Membership year is from November 1 to
October 31.

Please enrol a new member with the enclosed membership form.

If you have not yet paid you are urged to retum the enclosed form in this newsletter and
forward it with your payment to the Membership Secretary, Fremantle Society Inc., P.O. Box
828, Fremantle 6160.

New Members

THE Society warmly welcomes the following new members.

Sarah Baird, Georgia Cowling, Marie Davies-Cheetham, Leonie Deegan, Michael Du Pont,
Bill Giles, Mr & Mrs Andrew Gill, Nicholas, Vera, Jacob and Georgia Gurr, Ben, Colyn &
Georgia Henwood, Marie, Peter & Judy Jenkinson, Graham Mackie, Michael McGinley, Y ani
Lang, Michael Norriss, Robert Stein, Meredith Todner, J.S. Towers (Life Member), P.A.
Towers (Life Member), D.J. Tierney, Robert Woollett, Mr Alessio Capelli, Mr & Mrs Noelle +
Tom Bensley, Mrs N. Burke, Sandy Webb.

Committee Members of Fremantle Society 1993

THANKS to the outgoing Committee for their efforts this year. A new committee
wil be elected at the AGM in November 1993,

President
Les Lauder, c/o 36 Duke Street, East Fremantle 6158. Phone 339 1120 or 335 6308,

Vice President
Ron Davidson, 24 Fothergill Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 430 6096.

Secretary
Natalie Hug, 13 Solomon Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 6980,

Treasurer
Paddy Pemberton, 49 Solomon Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 8788.

Committee Members

Ralph Hoare, 7 Russell Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 430 6822 or 335 5772.
John Dowson, 10-12 Mouat Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 2113,

Frank Cacavas, 19 Solomon Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 350 5991 (bus.).
Patrick Howard, 59 Tuckfield Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 5197.
Ann Rimes, 25 Herbert Street, North Fremantle 6159. Phone 336 1081.
Trevor Knowles, 72 Hampton Road, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 1648,
Adele Gaskin, 28 Finnerty Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 336 2130.

Phil Storey, 55 Camden Street, Wembley Downs. Phone 385 8363.

Jenny Hood, 3 Quarry Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 3372.

Graham Giffard, 79 Hampton Road, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 9204.
John Weame, 71 Ellen Street, Fremantle 6160. Phone 335 8548,

Chris Jeffery, 1 McCleery Street, Beaconsfield 6162. Phone 430 4613.
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... from page 1.

Committee member and Fremantle Councillor Anne Rimes is a descendant of Captain
William Dockray Jackson (1827-1895), the ori ginal owner of "Prospect House". The photo-
graph comes from her family collection.

Captain Jackson arrived in Western Australia ¢. 1840. In 1853 he married for the second
time. Catherine Cleary (b.1831) and Captain Jackson had six children including Mary Ann
(from his first marriage), Catherine (1854-59), Annie Mary (b.1856), William Dockray
(b.1858), Maud (b.1863) and Thomas (b.1865).

As a master mariner, Captain Jackson made numerous voyages to Tasmania and Singapore.
He was a pilot at Rottnest from 1857 and appointed Superintendent of the Island from 1867-
1885.

He owned a number of Fremantle properties in Adelaide Street, Beach Street and Queen
Victoria Street. "Prospect House" was built for the Jacksons in 1886 and remained their family
home until 1897 shortly after the Captain's death.

The property later became a boarding house, a music teacher's home, a doctor's surgery and
was converted into flats. It was demolished in 1967 to make way for the building of a shop for
Mr. E.R. Connelly of Attadale.

Reminiscing about early Fremantle residents and buildings in "The Fremantle Times" of
13.6.1919, J.K. Hitchcock wrote:

Captain W.D. Jackson (was) a bluff old sailor who came to the Colony in the
carly fiftics as master of the barque "Nepalouse Ambassador”. Deciding to
settle in the Colony he accepted the appointment of Port Pilot, in succession to
Captain Back, which position he held for a lengthy period and only
relinquished when advancing years compelled his retirement.

With thanks to Anne Rimes for providing this photograph and information. If you have an
interesting tale or photograph which you would like to share with other Society members
please contact the Secretary Natalie Hug on 335 6980 ( home) or 430 7727 (bus.). Your
contributions to the Newsletters are most appreciated!

Fremantle Museums update

THE last year has been a difficult one for Fremantle's four museums — Fremantle
Museum, Samson House, Historic Boats Museum (B Shed) and the W.A. Maritime
Musuem.

For example, the Fremantle Museum in Finnerty Street had its opening times severely
restricted due to cost cutting measures within the W.A. Museum. From July 1992 it operated as
a part time museum, opening 16 hours a week only, from Thursday to Sunday. The visitor
numbers dropped accordingly from 48,000 in the 1991-92 financial year (o fewer than 20,000
over the last twelve months.

Historic Boats had to close for a week in July due to staff shortages. However, the future
does look brighter for Finnerty Street and for the other museums.

Current discussions within the W.A. Museum are looking at the Maritime Museum moving
towards greater autonomy, Maritime Muscum personnel support this view emphasising the
numbers of visitors to Fremantle museums compared to other museums and the effect cutbacks
imposed by the parent body have had on those visitor numbers.

Although there is support for greater autonomy, the question is how far should that
autonomy go. Should the Maritime Museum, merely seck autonom ¥ or should it be granted
complete independence?

As Graham Henderson, Interim Director of the W.A. Maritime Museum points out, the
dictionary gives both words the same meaning but not $o in bureaucratic language.
Independence requires enabling legislation and the creation of the museum as a statutory
authority while autonomy gives more independence but not the establishment of a scparate
statutory authority.

The Fremantle Museums have already proved popular with the public and independence
would allow them to achieve their full potential.

3



Planning Task Force Formed

— - - —

ON Wednesday 7th April 1993 The Fremantle Society planning sub committee (Les
Lauder, Ron Davidson, Natalie Hug, Trevor Knowles, Michael Patroni, Frank Cacavas
& Ralph Hoare) met with the planning Minister Richard Lewis, The Minister was
reminded that no serious regional study had been carried out since 1979 and that there
was a need for a long term (20 years or more) integrated ‘regional’ plan.

To put rational planning back on the agenda The Fremantle Society fielded the following
points of view:

1. That heritage should always be a prime consideration during the planning process.

2. There should be a rational sub regional plan drawn up for North Fremantle encompassing
the removal of non port related fucl storage tanks as alrcady agreed, the freed land used
for housing. A buffer zone of light industry should be placed between the housing and
port related industries.

3. There should be an independent assessment of land held by the Fremantle Port Authority
as there may be a surplus of land which can be released for other purposes.

4. The Eastern Bypass should be retained as an option as already agreed, but with some
modification to avoid Clontarf Hill and to avoid the White Gum Valley School. The
bypass should be no more than 2 lanes in each direction. It should not be sunk below the
level of surrounding land or in any way treated as a {reeway.

5. Provision should be made for future rail needs ¢.g. provision for a railway line up the
freeway extension to the south. Light and heavy rail options should be considered and
planned for where appropriate.

. Stirling Highway should be retained at it s present width (i.e. no wider).

. The Anchorage site land should be used for housing and related light commercial use.
Input should be encouraged from a number of different architects working independently
so that there is harmony, but also variety. The density should be medium to high but not
high rise,

. Public access to the river foreshore to be retained.

. As soon as possible the Fremantle Prison should be transferred from the Minister for
Works to the Minister for Heritage as the more appropriate Minister to monitor the
implementation of the Kerr Report recommendations.

10. Future health needs for the southern and westem suburbs should be planned for so that

the Fremantle Hospital does not grow any larger.

11. We support urban consolidation for Fremantle.

12. We reject the concept of land bridging.

On Tuesday 20th April the Minister for Planning was invited by the Fremantle Society to
address a public meeting on local planning issues. The most significant outcome of this meet-
ing was the announcement by the Minister that a planning task force would be formed to create
a rational integrated regional plan for Fremantle which would take the city into the 21st
century. The Minister stated that there had been 20 recent planning studies carried out in
Fremantle, but that these had not been co-ordinated. Though the news of the formation of a
task force was warmly received by those at the meeting the Minister’s insistence that there
would be no community participation in the initial stages sparked some heated though well
controlled debate. Under a rising tide of discontent the Minister relented and agreed to early
consultation with the community and the Society couldn’t agree more, for this lack of consulta-
tion has, after all, been the main problem!

After persistent private lobbying and public meetings by the Society and like minded groups
we are pleased that the following items of Fremantle Society policy have already been adopied.

1. The Kerr Conservation Report for the Fremantle Prison has been accepted.

2. The Eastern Bypass is to be retained as a scaled down option.

3. The Heritage Act is to be strengthened not weakened.

4. The non port related fuel storage tanks are to be removed.

And finally

5. A planning taskforce has been formed to draw up a co-ordinated regional plan for

Fremantle.
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It is now imperative to make sure that the planning decisions made are the correct ones. The
Fremantle Society will continue to work tirelessly towards that end, but the value of private
submissions should not be underestimated. Please get involved with the task force’s
deliberations as they become public and please wrile in.

For more information contact Mr Garry McKeown (264 7711) or Mr Peter Dawson
(264 7672) at The Department of Planning and Urban Development, 469-489 Wellington
Street (Cnr Forrest Place), Perth 6000,

—_—_———— e

Conaust containers

L —

FORMER Councillor R. Cotton has written to Fremantle City Council objecting to
Conaust’s proposal to move their main container storage area and cleaning operations
from Spearwood to North Fremantle. The operation and related traffic would be noisy
and not necessarily restricted to daylight hours.

We are concerned that Conaust, one of our most important businesses, 18 hoping to get
approval for their move before the Fremantle Regional Task Force issues its findings. We have
written previously to the Council suggesting that all major changes should be deferred until
then.

Book Review

=

THE Hillman Diaries 1877-1884: The personal diaries of Alfred James Hillman
from 21 December 1977 to 24 April 1884 — pub. privately by F.V.B. Hillman 1990
W.A.

Al first sight this tome looked rather daunting, however, once I began to read the
entertaining and gossipy letters I became addicted to the life and times of Alfred James
Hillman.

Mr Hillman was a banker in the carly days of the fledgling Swan River Colony and his
letters were written back ‘home’ to keep his family informed. The entries are his very personal
comment on society over a 6 year span and provide the reader with a unique insight into the
people, places and events of the period.

His grandson Bentley Hillman published the diaries in 1990 but was aware of their existence
in the early 1950s. It wasn’t until the death of his Uncle Herbert that a brown paper parcel
containing a thousand closely handwritten pages came to light Bentley Hillman must be
admired for publishing this ‘treasure’ of Western Australian history.

The letters of his grandfather allow the reader to unlock the door into our past and one
would feel quite at home if invited to a twilight soiree on the banks of the Swan River in the
company of the splendid Alfred James and his friends.

If Society members are interested in purchasing a copy of the Hillman Diaries please contact
Mr F.V.B. Hillman on 364 5202.



Batavia Gala

AS part of Maritime Week the Society held a function at the Maritime Museum on
the 4th June, the 364th anniversary of the wreck.

A slide talk was given by Jeremy Green, one of the first to dive on the wreck. He was
pleased to have just received a corroded sword, found years ago on the island and especially
pleased, he said as he handled it with surgeon’s gloves, because it needed immediate
preservation or would soon disintegrate completely. He gave the Batavia Tragedy some
immediacy by wondering whether it was just that sword which had given the head wound to
the skeleton on his slide.

The Committee had been in some trepidation about the evening because its $35 tickets were
outside our usual range. Excellent Leeuwin Estate wines and a rijstafel from Dutch caterers
were great for the guests but a worry to our Treasurer. However, the evening was
oversubscribed, with a final modest profit. 134 guests attended.

The Muscum staff were extremely pleasant and helpful, just praying silently as we lurched
with our laden plates past their precious display cases. In gratitude, we donated $100 to the
Museum.

Batavia Relics

THERE is pressure on the State Government to transfer many of these, including the
Governor’s stone portico, to Geraldton. Nothing will be done until a suitable museum
15 built there.

The Committee is opposed to any such move. This is not blind Fremantle fixation. We feel
that the present collection, centred on the impressive preserved stem of the ship, should be
kept as a whole. It is obvious that the difficulty and expense of moving the hull will never be
contemplated, so the rest of the “story” should stay with it.

Dick Cotton has pointed out that, by law, the Commonwealth Government has complete
jurisdiction over wrecks and the Act states that collections from wrecks are not to be broken up.
Mr Dawkins’ office is aware of this but members should lobby him to oppose removal from
Fremantle of the Batavia relics. The Netherlands museum organisation has some Batavia material,
has taken a great interest in the work done here and would like to see all the relics in one place.

The Batavia is a wreck with a ‘thriller’ history but there are scores of wrecks on the
Northern coast, even, it is possible, a couple of Portuguese ones. Their recovery,
documentation and restoration could be a Geraldton industry, attracting visitors, specialists and
amateur assistants. In some archaeological fields volunteers pay for the privilege and interest
of helping.

Update

RECENTLY the West Australian and the Fremantle Herald reported that plans for a
$6.5 million “Batavia Experience” museum in Geraldton have been presented to the
Geraldton Museum’s Management Committee. According to the West, Director #
of the WA Museum Andrew Reeves has endorsed the master plan, L

whose first stage should be completed by June 1996. &
If Society members feel strongly about keeping the Batavia relics i
in Fremantle please write or phone as soon as possible. / gt
The Hon J. Dawkins M.H.R. The Hon. Jim McGinty M.L ¢
Queensgate Queensgate i B
Fremantle 6160 Fremantle 6160
Ph: 335 8555 Phone 335 7903
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Rottnest Island — A Documentary History

Excerpis from Peter Hancock’s article in “The
Rottnest Islander”™ June 1993, (With thanks to Peter
for his permission).

IT is ironic when Rotinest places such
importance on its colourful past that a
comprehensive chronology about the island
remains unpublished. :

The book “Rottnest Island — a documentary
history™ 1s the result of two years research by three
professional research workers and includes
documents and photographs never before published, 5 S8 S
as well as a great deal of oral history taken from old PR S g
Rottnest residents. el e e

The 1dea for the manuscript was spawned when
the three authors, the late Prue Joske, Chris Jeffery
and Louise Hoffman met for their regular moming
swims at Cottesloe Beach in 1980.

Faced with the awesome task of writing a
detailed history of Rottnest the three divided the bt A
work into the areas of each researcher’s expertise: "Ma Keough® one of Rotinest’s Identities.
Prue Joske researched Rotinest’s 19th Century history and the Aboriginal Prison; Chris Jeffery
took on Rotinest’s discovery, place names, Dutch history, shipwrecks and oral history while
Louise Hoffman looked into the island’s political and economic history as well as
administration and the World War Two period.

The Battye Library was systematically combed, all the old Rottnest Island Board minutes
researched and more than 25 old islanders interviewed, many of whom are now dead.

Some of the things the authors unearthed are still controversial and as research progressed,
they became increasingly appalled at the treatment of Aboriginal prisoners.

The manuscript also sheds light on the period between 1903, when Rotinest ceased its role as
a prison and 1917, when it became an A class reserve and a board of control was established.

In 1982 Prof. Tom Stannage of the University of Western Australia’s history department
described the finished work as “the definitive history of Rottnest™ — but it has still to be published.,

Funds are being raised to publish the manuscript through the University of W.A.

Donations are tax deductible and should be sent to:

Prof. R.N. Ghosh

Centre for Migration & Development Studies

Dept. of Economics, University of Western Australia
Nedlands 6009

South Fremantle Important Places Project

From Sue Bennett-Ng (Cr South Ward)

AS part of the Heritage study of South Fremantle undertaken by Fremantle Council,
residents and friends of this area will be asked to identify important places, people, and
memories for the record.

Our listing of aspects of the built environment, strectscapes, landscape and natural features,
local symbols, traces of old buildings, valued places and people gone but not forgotten, will
add to this heritage project. If you are able to assist with information or are in possession of
photographs which can be copied for this significant documentation, please contact Ross
Bishop at the Council on 430 2249. You can also take the opporiunity to register your interest
in a proposed workshop later in the year to gather more information about South Fremantle.
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Kalgoorlie and Fremantle
- \

THESE are truly sister cities, or perhaps husband-and-wife cities since, in the past
each has gained so much from the other. As with us, much of the town is Heritage
listed, including the Kalgoorlie Railway Hotel. Regrettably, a common history has been
repeated. Maintenance on the building has been neglected and not enforced by the City
Council until it is beyond the means of an ordinary owner, so now the Council is asking
for it to be removed from heritage listing, so that it can be demolished.

The Planning Minister, rather weakly we feel, has agreed, unless the community opposes
this strongly. It is just too easy if Councils can let buildings fall apart and then say this proves
that the building is not wanted. The recent history of the old Essex St Flour Mill in the heart of
Fremantle suggests that it 1s never too late to reclaim past neglect. It also proves that such
places are not just interesting but are worth more MONEY than their bare land.

50% Bonus

BANK interest is down, not too many people win Lotto, but the Fremantle City
Council 1s generous with a 50% bonus.

Its original purpose was to encourage the preservation of old buildings by allowing their
owners, effectively, to house up to 50% more people than the normal regulations would allow.
It was obviously intended for occasional, considered cases, but now seems to be granted too
often to developers of blocks with buildings of no historic or aesthetic interest. We are writing
to the Council to suggest limiting this concession.

Plus and Minus

== = |

AUTHORITIES should have the right to stretch and bend building regulations when
there is good reason to do so, but if only to avoid inferences of corruption, there should
be a Plus for every Minus. If, for example, a building is allowed illegally close to one
lot line, extra space should be left on another side or some other concession made.

There is an impression that in Fremantle the concessions all go one way. A nastier rumour is
that some developers are lax in following agreed plans because they believe the Council will
never prosecule, wishing to avoid the expense of litigation and the trouble of having unfinished
buildings hanging about during the process.

Joining the Committee

—

ARE you interested in heritage, planning, social events, cultural development or
otherwise conserving and improving Fremantle? The why not join the 1994 Committee?
If you have skills in desktop publishing, archival work, minute-taking, or writing why not
join the committee or lend your skills on an occasional basis? The Committee meets monthly
throughout the year. Committee members should be willing to spare one or two evenings a
month plus a couple of hours a week and be active.

If you would like to know more about the Committee please call Natalic Hug (335 6980),
Ron Davidson (430 6096) or Ralph Hoare (430 6822). You can nominate for the committee on
the form supplied in this newsletter.



Review of the Heritage Act

SPECIAL Guest Speaker Mr Phil Pendal, M.L.A. (General Meeting of the Society,
East Fremantle Town Hall, 20.7.93).

Mr A. Smith, Mayor of East Fremantle, opened the meeting, saying that it was good 1o see
the growing interest in heritage, both in and out of government. He, and many of his
councillors had been elected largely on their commitment to it.

Society President, Les Lauder introduced the speaker. He concluded on a warning note,
saying that several people had told him they would not be at the meeting “because Fremantle is
safe now.” Les suggested that it is not just liberty whose price is eternal vigilance.

Mr Pendal then spoke, telling us that he has been asked to chair a bi-partisan committee to
review the Heritage Act, as is called for in the Act itself. The other committee members are M.
Board (L), R. Ainsworth (NP), Jim McGinty (ALP) and Larry Graham (ALP).

Mr Pendal emphasised at the outset and several times thereafier that the review is not
designed to ‘take the teeth out of the Act’. Rather, they will be strengthened. The “bottom line”
is the policy given in the Coalition election statement and this can hardly be faulted.

The present Act is extremely bulky and opaque, though explanatory notes are available for
its interpretation. His committee will aim to simplify the Act, probably along the lines of the
South Australian Act which is highly regarded, is about a quarier the size of ours and is
comprehensible,

He feels that there is not a strong commitment to Heritage in this state, We tend to look at
the simple dollar value of sites and ignore their historical and aesthetic value. He will ask local
and professional groups to increase public education to see that these ‘spiritual’ values are as
real as those of cash. At a cruder level in the USA, South Africa and elsewhere, heritage
content greatly increases the market value of a property. (In discussion, he was assured that
this was true for Fremantle, t00.)

He will make sure that the Act protects not just buildings but whole sites of natural,
environmental, scientific, archaeological and anthropological interest. He himself would like
“folk” interest included. There is an Aboriginal Heritage Act which could probably be merged
with the general Act. He considers there has been unsatisfactory co-operation between the
Commonwealth and State Heritage authorities. This must be proved if only because so many
heritage buildings are owned by one government or the other, e.g. Post Offices, schools,
railway stations etc.

He expects all commitiee hearings will be public and will move about to various localities.
His aim is to report back to Parliament in February "95.

There were lively questions and discussion afterwards. Society members were impressed by
the content of the address and by its clear evidence that he has a strong inlerest in heritage
matters, had a personal knowledge of most of the sites and situations mentioned by questioners
and had long done what he could in Parliament to protect our heritage.

Submissions are now being called for (closing 31 December) on all aspects of the Act and
the concept of Heritage. For more information call The Hon. Phil Pendal's office on 368 1110.

Creative Accountancy

A DEVELOPER had a block of some 3000 sgm and organised its division into 7
strata lots. If these had all been the same size they would have exceeded the 425 sqm
which is the minimum for the local zone. However, the land contains a large Heritage
building and, very correctly, it was thought that this should have a good curtilage. So
some 100) sqm is reserved for it, but the total of seven lots remains, so each of the
smaller lots 1s now well below the minimum. The smallest is 235 sqm (to include two
parking spaces and a 25 sqm ‘yard’).

Council and State Planning authorities told protesters that the division was legal, Perhaps it
meets the letter of the law but its spirit? We want urban infill, but are more toy-town develop-
ments like that on the former Swan Hardware site the way to do it?
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L The Skeleton Next Door

=

WE get calls from people who find that the building going up in their neighbourhood
1s not what they had expected. Fremantle Council now seems punctilious in advising
neighbours of new developments and their planning staff are helpful in showing and
explaining plans. But it may be difficult for those without experience to visualise what

the plans show.

East Fremantle for some time trialled a European idea: Before building can start the corners
and elevation of the proposed structure have to be indicated by temporary uprights. Neighbours
can then sce what 1o expect overall and with the help of the plans can picture where windows
and balconies will be. It only takes an hour or two of the builder’s time, seems to have clear
advantages and no obvious disadvantages. Why doesn’t Fremantle stir itself and follow its

more progressive neighbour?

=

Rock Around the Roads

IN response to last summer's numerous and noisy concerts at the prison, Fremantle
Oval and the Arts Centre, one of our members has suggested a concert stage and shell
at Rous Head, focused out to Carnac Island. The snakes there are deaf.

An Invitation

ALL members are warmly invited to attend this
year's Annual General Meeting at the Maritime
Museum in CIliff Street, Fremantle on Friday 19
November at 8.00pm.

The Annual General Meeting is an excellent
opportunity to hear and discuss the work that the
Society has been doing throughout the year. You can
also enjoy some wine, cheese and refreshments and
meet other Society members.

Our guest speaker this year is Ian Molyneux,
Chairman of the Heritage Council and a well-known
Fremantle Architect. His talk promises to be lively
and controversial looking at "The Good, The Bad
and The Ugly" examples of heritage restoration in
Fremantle.

Mark the date in your calendar and join us for an
enjoyable evening.

Membership can be renewed at the AGM.
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FREMANTLE
SOCIETY INC.

A.G.M.

The Annual General
Meeting of the Fremantle
Society Inc. will be held on

FRIDAY NOVEMBER
19TH 1993 AT 8.00PM
Fremantle Maritime
Museum, CIliff St, Fremantle

Guest Speaker will be:
IAN MOLYMNEUX
Chairman of the Heritage
Council

“THE GOOD, THE BAD &
THE UGLY"”

Restoration as it should and
shouldnt be. A lively discussion on
the successes and failures of

Heritage restoration in Fremantle.

All committee positions become
vacant annually and several
cemmittee members have
indicated that they will not be re-
standing. Members are urged to
nominate for the Fremantle Society
Committes,




Montreal Street Open Space
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THE old dump here, adjoining the two golf courses, is now available for develop-
ment and the Council has employed consultants to gather opinions on its use. Commit-
tee member Trevor Knowles made a submission for the Society and offered to attend
the planning workshops which have been proposed. His proposal is lengthy, giving the
reasons behind its various suggestions. Here is his summary:

We suggest three groupings of uses: Hlgh Priority, Low/Medium Priority and Not Desir-
able. All the headings suggested by the consultants have been used and a few added. Within

the groupings items are not listed in this priority.

HIGH PRIORITY

OUTDOOR FEATURES AND ACTIVITIES
Parkland, grass, trees

Open area: ball games, kite flying
Barbecue area

Native bush with nature trail
Botanical gardens

Bicycle path

Fitness/exercise trail

Tennis wall

Tennis courts (night lit)

Childrens play area of modest size

BUILDINGS AND INDOOR ACTIVITIES
Community craft centre

Indoor sports (basketball etc.)

Community hall and meeting rooms

Tennis wall

Sound shell/amphitheatre

Toilet facilities

Refreshments, indoor and outdoor

LOW/MEDIUM PRIORITY
Skateboard/Roller blade

Grass ski slope

Oval for organised sport
Childrens adventure playground

NOT DESIRABLE
Golf driving range

Mini putt putt golf
Qutdoor basketball
Re-designed golf course
Theme park

Lake/water features

We suggest that all these are partly
repetitive or compatible. Trees and
Botanic Gardens could be native and
form the nature trail, The fitness and
bike trail could double in places. Most
of these features should be on or near
the perimeter, but the tennis courls
would be with the buildings in the
next seclion.

These uses are inter-related, with the
same room spaces used for different
functions, day and night. Toilet
facilities will be needed for all or
most high-priority uses. An
amphitheatre would need very careful
siting.

The main objection to an oval is that
it becomes dedicated to one or two
sporting groups, benefiting a few
participants but excluding many.

There are enough such facilities in the
arca now, or at Gibson Park. The ratio
or person utilisation to area for golf
courses is hard to justify for a public
facility.

There is unlikely to be finance for all desired features, but a master plan should be drawn up
s0 that future development can be harmonious. Other public reserves should be inspected to

find good and bad aspects.
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Society Welcomes New Patron

THE Fremantle Society was delighted
when the former Prime Minister, Gough
Whitlam, agreed to become Patron of the
Society, following the death of Sir Paul
Hasluck.

Gough Whitlam and his Governmenit
played a very special role in the preservation
and development of Fremantle as a centre of
great significance in terms of Australia’s
heritage.

One of the early acts of the Whitlam
Government was (o institute an inquiry into
what was termed the National Estate. It was
the first ime that any Australian Govemn-
ment had shown such an interest. The
subsequent report found that “the Govern-
ment has inherited a National Estate which is
downgraded, disregarded and neglected™.

As part of the programme to halt this
neglect an interim Australian Heritage
Commission was quickly established in
1973, with Fremantle Society president Les
Lauder as the WA representative. The
Commission commenced a programme of
grants to National Trusts, State Govemn-

ments, local councils and community e New Society Patron — former Prime Minister
groups. Gough Whitlam

Fremantle benefited greatly from this
money and interest. It came just when the future of Fremantle hung in the balance and, among
other things, saved the Fremantle Markets from destruction. There was also funding for an
important study of Fremantle Prison by Fremantle conservation architect Rob Campbell.

Gough Whitlam, although he has been out of Federal politics for more than 15 years,
remains a dominant figure on the Australian scene. The Society hopes 1o be able to organise a
function involving Mr Whitlam at a future date.

r:—-_—_‘_—_—____“___“-—_--___-_-_1

FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE 1994
Lheteby HOMINGEe oo s s i i S i T s
as a member of the Fremantle Society Inc. Committee for 1993,/1994
ST RRETE . f e dmcs (b s b b e AR AR S0 o e e A e
ey e S R . B e P S e R ——
I accept the above nomination to serve on the Committee.

SIEMATIS i ihaiannn it i v e e R s e i
NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY 15 NOVEMBER 1993 TO:
The Hon. Secretary, FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

P.O. Box 828, FREMANTLE 6160

L__H““__“__---_----_-----“-__--J
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