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The proposed new Maritime Museum
accurately compared to the existing
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This edition of "Fremantle” is being rushed to your door just in time for the next AGM.

There comes a time in the life of any President when one knows that it 1s timn? to g,n:nré I x;:?
first elected President in 1994 and have been elected unopposed every year since. 50 a

six uninterrupted years as President, I have decided to not re-nominate for the position next
year in the new millennium. It is time for a new broom and new blood.

The challenge for the Society is to gear up and to go forward. I know that there 1;3;1*:: n‘lﬁmy
talented and dedicated members who would be more than able to serve on the Committee
and I am sure that one or more of the existing Committee members would be able to step up

to the position of the President.

The election however is up to you the Society Members. The elections are held each year

at the Annual General Meeting of the Society. This year the AGM will I:u_: held on
Thursday, November 25" 1999 at 8pm in the Maritime Museum hall in Cliff Street,
Fremantle. The Committee urgently needs new members so please consider nominating for

a position.

Mr Graeme Henderson the Director of the Maritime Museum will be our guest speaker at
the AGM and he will explain why we need a new Maritime Museum on Forrest Landing
and why the building as proposed is the size it is. Graeme’s talk should be informative if
not controversial. 1 am looking forward to it and 1 hope to see as many of our members as

possible on the night.

I have often been told by the people that I meet in the course of Society business that
“Fremantle's heritage is now safe!” Nothing could be further from the truth. Everyday I
see examples of new destruction of our precious heritage. Often the destruction is at the
hands of those who think they are doing the right thing. The Fremantle Society will and
must remain a powerful and ever alert watchdog if Fremantle is to survive into the next

millennium,

I thank you 1aII for your support in my years as President. It has been a privilege to serve
such a meaningful and auspicious community organisation in an executive capacity.
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The Fremantle Society, one of the City of Fremantle's oldest and most res ted
community groups, has become the City's first "virtual precinct'. The Snciety will Pt %
under the auspices of the Fremantle Community Precinct System as a non-geo Drgell;a

citywide 'precinct’ for people interested in issues of heritage and planning geographic,
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Council and Com mittee notice

: : n e :
; e Society will appear O - : ublicised with
Pampe:mmu‘gns Pmcnf T;?:tmema:;endaﬁnns, Sucietljf Img,etmgs :l::ji St;i;}r minutes will
Preci tﬂm es in the City of Fremantle's 'Port City mlumrl;ibutjnn system to all City
a— lated *lr'iag the Fremantle Community Precinct System dis i Teiinl i

:{E i d Councillors. They will also be placed on the City:

anagers an : i :
{http?f"ww. fremantle. wa. gov.au/community/discussion).

_ ' similar
The Fremantle Community Precinct System will provide to Th::j Fl;er::;angﬁl :[mlgﬂ;graphic
levels of logistic, promotional and ﬁnam:iall Eippers B3 . E;E hip fees én: no bar to
precincts. The Fremantle Society, in return, will ensure B pnﬂn[] $20.00 per
participation in its affairs - ‘Ordinary’ category membership fees are cu E';] :
annum while *‘Concession’ category membership fees are only $10.00 per annum.

The inclusion of The Fremantle Society within the auspices_ﬂf the Fremanltlc F;ﬂmmlfl‘ﬂ;l}’
Precinct System is an exciting new direction. The Society will be the first Prﬂu_nct 0 fu;
Mind', that is a Precinct based on topics of interest and not Just on a geographic area o

interest.

“The Fremantle Society -- having long served the community with its watchdog stance on
issues of heritage and planning -- makes a perfect vehicle for our first 'virtual' precinct.
The Society will provide an excellent forum for all those interested in the heritage and

planning of our port city, regardless of their geographic base."

Mr Ralph Hoare, President, The Fremantle Society, said "The Fremantle Society welcomes
the benefits of a closer association between the Council and the Society under the new

arrangement, ™

“The Executive Committee of the Society happily endorsed the move on the basis that the
Fremantle Society remained fiercely independent and the premier heritage and planning

‘watchdog’ organisation in Fremantle.”

“The Fremantle Society now looks set to see in the next 25 years,” Mr Hoare said.

The building is to be 35 metres hj ich we are to
| gh (9 storeys which 1S needed
dccommodate Australia IT which 1 28.9 metres fr-::mi!'r ﬂ}ua winged i:;! to th; iln;nfnth tt':Ir
€ mast,



When the Government first selected the site for a new maritime museum, 1 1I::+:.!ievcd H;z
criteria was clearly established and accepted that the height of any museum hl:llldlll‘lg wou
need to respect the height limitations of the heritage fabric of Fremantle and Victoria Quay.

advised that any building would have a
the wharf level. The roof

Those involved in the site selection process were
This

floor level for the Australia IT Gallery at least two storeys below
level would therefore be two storeys lower than what has now been proposed.

amounts to a whopping 7 metres lower than the current design.

reason why the Government can'l lower the

From my viewing of the pro s there 15 no :
}r g p Pﬂm Eﬂd h.r'ief' {Jf thﬂ Sitﬂ Sﬂiﬁtmn

building by the two storeys that I believe were part of the agr
Process.

It appears that the Government intends to ignored the view of the Fremantle CDT“['“““”Y that
has not fully embraced the Premier's Vision for a new maritime museum. I"hL Govern mf-.:nt
should at least attempt to reduce the bulk and scale of the building by lowering the building

by two storeys.

Although the bulk and scale of the proposed new Maritime Museum are excessive, the
design is unigue in concept and style and has many redeeming architectural qualities. (See
page 2 & back page) On balance however I cannot be swayed from the view that the

building is just too big for the location.
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On Friday 25" of September 1998, twenty or so Fremantle Society members enjoyed a
delicious three course dinner at the Capri Restaurant on the cappuccino strip in Fremantle.

Wine flowed freely, the conversation was lively and the Capri’s new menu is even more
delectable than their old one.

Being cﬂnsciegtinus members of the Society and ever aware of our duty to keep a watchful
eye on the goings on in Fremantle we naturally had a window table in order to view the

passing South Terrace parade.

Quite a few n{d friends‘were spotted enjoying a pre or post prondial stroll down the strip.
Most 'pe-npie simply smiled, waved and walked on, but not our old mate Robert J Hawke
and his former biographer and now wife Blanche D’Alpuget. Bob and Blanche are used to

hobnobbing with ﬂ?e cream of society. They recognise talent and quality when they see it
and so they came into the restaurant and spent a pleasant fifteen minutes chatting to our
group. They were both in fine form and obviously enjoying their stay in Fremantle.

Look out for our next members’ dinner. You never know who will drop by.
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iz 4 feet 8.5 inches. That's an

“The US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails)
exceedingly odd number.

i | d the US
Why was that gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England, and the
railroads were built by English expatriates.

Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines werl‘e:dbuilt by the
same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used.

Why did 'they' use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways used the
same jigs and tools that they used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing.

Okay! Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing? Well, if they Ericd to
use any other spacing the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long distance

roads in England, because that's the spacing of the wheel ruts.

S0 who built those old rutted roads? The first long distance roads in Europe (and England)
were built by Imperial Rome for their legions. The roads have been used ever since.

ryone else had to match for fear of destroying their
Since the chariots

wheel spacing.

And the ruts? The initial ruts, which eve
wagon wheels and wagons, were first made by Roman war chariots.

were made for, or by Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of

lo the original question. The United States standard railroad

Thus, we have the answer
specification for an Imperial Roman

gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches derives from the original
war chariot.

Spagiﬁca{ians and bureaucracies live forever, So the next time you are handed g
spe:clﬁcau:nn and wonder what _hﬂrses ass came up with it, you maybe exactly right—-because
the Imperial Roman war chariots were made just wide enough to dcCommodate the back

ends of two war horses,

are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main f '
rncl::et boosters, or SRBs. The SRBs are made by Thiokol at t!f;lr t?;l; Th:tseug i
;ngmeers who dﬁsllgﬁﬂd the SRBs might haye preferred to make them a hli-f fatt b- e
th;]‘:;_:ﬂ !:{a;d to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site. The l‘ailroa;? i
ry had to run Mugh a tunnel in the mountains. The SRBs had to fit ﬂlr{::nehfr;?
: , : ug t

It just goes to show History is important!
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T'he Fremantle Society Inc.
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Address all correspondence Honorary Secretary P.O. Box 828 Fremantle 6160

City of Fremantle - Local History
PO Box 807

FREMANTLE 6160

[ _ L
Membership Number: Local History
Membership Category: Complimentary

=
Notice of
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
Fremantle Society Incorporated
to be held on
Thursday, 25 November 1999 at 8.00pm
Maritime Museum Hall, Cliff Street, Fremantle
=

/ Guest Speaker will be

/ Graeme Henderson

Director Maritime Museum

e

Who will explain

‘The How, Why & When of the New Maritime Museum’



e
..........

It's Western Australia’s most important heritage building, but why is it round?

When late 18" century England was in the throes of the industrial reuﬂlultiun and s.-;ul”ﬂ:rigg
an unprecedented increase in crime, proto-criminologists argued that .pum.‘;hmcn[ hddﬂm E
increased to deter criminal behaviour. The gallows groaned, the prison hulks overtlowe

and eastern Australia became a vast penal colony.

As the fin de siecie approached sentiment changed and new approaches to social ciisci;ﬂlm‘:
were investigated. Head and shoulders above the social theorists of the time was the
polymath Jeremy Bentham. Among his many interventions in law and social theory.

Bentham designed a prison called The Panopticon. It had two primary aims: to manage
efficiently large numbers of inmates: and to instill self-discipline into inmates and citizens.

Bentham's idealised penitentiary was a multi-storeyed circular structure with a large internal
courtyard containing a tower. The cells forming the perimeter of the structure has small
windows in their outer side to let in the light and open bar work to the inner. Guards
stationed in the tower could observe prisoners at will while the latter could not see the
guards nor know the timing or extent of surveillance. Bentham also suggested that his
prison be built in a prominent position so that law abiding citizens would be constantly

reminded of the conseguences of illegal behaviour,

In his seminal 1970s book Discipline and Punish the eminent French philosopher Michael
Foucault - familiar to any student of the social sciences or humanities over the last 15 years
- adopted Bentham’s Panopticon as a metaphor for general social discipline. According to
Foucault, the essence of panopticon design - invisible surveillance - IS common in many

public buildings and spaces and it induces -

- & state of conscious and permanent visibility that assures the automatic SJunctioning of power. So ___ that
the surveillance is permanent in its effect, even if discontinuous in its action, that the perfection of power

The Swan River Colony’s first prison was not the Round House, but the wreck of the
Marquis of Anglesea. When winter Storms broke her up in 1830, Governor Stirlin
instructed the Civil Engineer, H. W. Reveley, to construct a permanent prison. Now i
seems that this H. W. Reveley was in fact the same Willie Reveley who back il!"l England
had drawn the working drawings for Bentham's revolutionary Panopticon. B

The Roundhouse is round because it is a Panopticon.
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Representatives from the Fremantle Port Authorit

'''''''''
e A ekt

y addressed the Society on this subject: -

i - i § the major
» The FPA is planning for the inner harbour to operate into T.hLl ffu}lfn?:ﬂ[:; najo
container terminal and that this planning utilises the land area of the an: I. f;- ! d. et
In 1995 the Government approved demolition of the silos when they ceased to be

required as silos by Cooperative Bulk Handling (CBH). _
Sept 1998 the silos were handed over to FPA who made no secret of the proposed

demolition. | 5
The inner harbour through put doubled in last 7 years and they project a 2 or 3 fold

increase by 2015/2020 (600,000 boxes) and will require additional land storage.
The silos impede the rail movement of containers, which although low at present the

FPA would like to see rail freight increase to 20/25%.
Contracted arrangements with P&O and Patrick’s exist to provide additional land for
stacking, included the silo land which will become part of Patrick’s operation.

* Contracted arrangements between CBH and the Government that the silos be removed to

prevent use of the silos for grain storage.
® A consultant has been engaged to advise on the preferred method of demolition. Spoil

may be used to reclaim land at Rous Head. The cost of demolition is estimated at $4m
and is to be carried by the FPA.

Tﬁe Society pointed out that the citizens of Fremantle closely identify with the Port and the
Silos agd that the silos represent significant industrial heritage for Fremantle and Western
Austrraha The architectural significance was also important. The Society saw no need {

rush into the demolition and questioned the validity of Government decisions mad .
ago when the heritage values were not considered or properly understood. S

A Fremantle Heritage Week function organised by the Society on 24th April 1999
. _ was

attended by over 60 people. It started with b

: : reakfast at th :
Hote] fﬂllﬂ_wed with a walk onto the Silos site, [y was ;‘- ;IEWIT hErltag:e e Raﬂwa}r
demonstration for the retention of the Silos, pesnl occasion and a4 useful

ThE J'ij. Hﬂl‘lE&gE C'DHHC” h
, FW : das met on |'.hi$ m lij !1&5 IEiHHtE{l i:{HIEi{IE t]a” 1[} '”]E.
: Euﬂl' dan n i y
MIHIS:EI': II 18 UﬂdEISE[NJd ﬂ'IE Hﬂntage Cﬂunﬂﬂ is Supml tl..'#E {}i ulﬂ [.IS 1
on ﬂ:IE SIIDE hT.II.' we hﬂ‘k’ﬂ ]}EETI Uﬂﬂ.hlﬂ to ﬂhta.iﬂ Cﬂmmﬂ'ﬂt ﬁ’o th G +
m € (4]
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The Silo Art Show arranged by Cottesloe artist Debra Hunter-Mills and Thelma Johns of
the Fremantle Art Centre was held in the Fremantle Arts Centre in December 1998. The
show proved most interesting. Many artists exhibited works that included scenes of the

Silos in many styles. A great success.

s S e s et s " . e e,
SR

e .
- " ’ i - 1 2 A
; SRR e e S S S ot S I R - e
= e s e A e
i .“Iﬁ""“ L S
T N ¥ e s =

A new proposal has been approved by Council. The building is located at the hospital end
of the football ground next to and to the east of the South Fremantle clubhouse but not

attached. Generally it is a good outcome with little impact on the grounds or heritage
buildings or places. The roof of the two-storey building has multiple gables in the style of

the old Victoria Pavilion.

--------
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The Heritage Week activity organised by the Society to inspect the power station was an
excellent turn out on April 25* 1999 and was attended by about 80 people.
McLoughlin a former senior engineer with Western Power and a supporter for the retention
of the building conducted the tour. Those who had not been before were amazed at the
size, the height and the volume of the building and its location. All expressed the need for
it to be retained and put to good use so that the public could have access to the building and

its grounds.

John
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The proposed Leighton rail loop line around the north side of the petroleum tanks is now

mooted to proceed as a loop line around the north side of the Railway Hotel.

The preferred access for vehicles to the proposed Maritime Museum on Victoria Quay is

Gate 2. This is the lowest cost option and is far less desirable than a new Parry Street

entrance to the Quay.

Main Roads appear to have made a decision to alter the current route for access to Gate 3
from East Street to a new link road from Queen Victoria Street onto Beach Street adjacent
to the old Major Motors site. Such a link will increase conflict of port vehicles with an
1r{creased number of other vehicles entering and leaving Fremantle. The “Entry to the
City” from the north along Queen Victoria Street will be degraded by this action if it

proceeds.
= B

e B A b St oS T R
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Femanue gustice Cenfre.

A planning and development application has now been lod

‘ _ | ged by the developer. A ’
meeﬂng was held in March with the developer (Multiplex), the architects (Ee::c HEuwbl::
and Bailey, 'w::}odland} and the Justice Ministry. Concern at the design was exp‘ressesd b
]thekcnfr_nm ukr?ty and by the Fremantle Society. The Society is particularly concerned at m};
ack ol parking provision in the development and was fearfu i
b s op I that Council would agree 1o a
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r Knowles represented the

] ')
.. meeting and Trev . | ‘
o5 but the external appearance has not been
g on the ground floor and

second pu .
sgigned interna : _
gt d public areas :
that the internal layout was not

ice advised . s
f:]ijﬂ:gﬂuf glass and concrete (hmestone Tmash}
Ea ROW on the easitern boundary leading to

Fremantle Council called a
Society. The building has been d .
finalised. It is a two-storey building Wi
> courts on the 1st floor. The Ministry O
Externally the building presen

negotiable. : _
: h boundary line with

huilt to the Holdswort

Queens Square.
are proposed. AD early brief for the complex

public but this was deleted for security
150 existing bays on the site will all
areas where the public can meet
The Society suggested this is

e of re-establishing the

Only 14 parking bays for senior staff
contained an undercroft car park for staff and the
reasons. The complex has no public parking and the
go. Where will all the users park? There are no external
and/or smoke other than the footpath or the ROW on the east.
not acceptable and needs to be reconsidered even 1o the degre

undercroft car park and elevating half the building by one floor to create ground level

external areas.

Links from the building to Queens Square have not been developed as a feature but r:ml;-,r_ as
a low level access to the rear of the complex. The Society pointed out our desire to design

the building to include the park access and view.

The Society wrote to Minister Foss on this matter pointing out our concerns with the design
and lack of compatibility with heritage Fremantle, The Society is also concerned that the
process of provision of Public Buildings through lease back from the private sector is not
conducive to Government is avoiding its responsibility to the Fremantle community by not

process of the provision of but also with the concept of
D e b e s et e e o
A s L e :
ey 0
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A architect peer review group was established to examine the proposed Maritime Museum.

Thf: {_"{ity pre?a{ed a draft planning policy for this area to guide development and to
maintain the distinctive form and character of the Quay as compared to the building form of
the Wiest Em:i The document also recognised the cultural heritage of the Quay and sought
lo maintain it. Building height and scale were to be maintained in harmony with the grl
structures,  Unfortunately the Mayor suggested that the policy be altered to en: t:-lm:t

taller/larger than expected Maritime Museum. The Mayor’s view was unfﬂm?nafei;

supported by Council.

The Society remains strongly of the view that the hei icti
: e height restrict
in the West End should apply to Victoria Quay and I'E:glatﬂd lamis;.mnE

that apply for buildings

.-::.. _-':{.'\.;::-’? JJJJJ :'.l-'-',:_' ) T
e L s e '-""':"-':5':;'.'.-:'-"'::'-:'
2 o o
- S

o
o
A

=
-_.'E!:'#.-.-F'\-::

! i & ||'||'
At e
s : o
R e &uxi?u’rggi’;g,frr-g?:j.qz_ ;::E
o fﬁﬁﬁw e _.:::.:::':':E:-
":’;.."*




Hﬁ{ﬂ A i i

The idea of a mall in Mouat Street was proposed by Notre Dame University. This matter
was addressed in the Society’s submission on the Waterfront Transport and was rejected as
not being of benefit to West End residents and businesses. Council has resolved to
postpone the matter for the time being.

R .fi:‘_%—:-; e e
S L

Council has resolved to demolish the Esme Fletcher building and has allocated funds for a
design of the square. The possibility of the square reverting to the original concept with
vehicles moving around the square instead of across it was discussed but not resolved. The
cost of totally reconstructing the intersection would probably be prohibitive but is worth

considering.

T e
e

The Society's lodged a submission with the City Council on the proposal pointing out the
excessive bulk and scale of the building. The submission supports the development at a
reduced scale for commercial zoned lots in South Terrace and a reduction to residential
code dimensions for the Alma St residential zoned lots. The impact on residences to the
south should not be greater than what would be permitted under the existing residential

code.
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The Leighton Action Coalition group has been formed and is running a public campaign to
save Port and Leighton beach access which is threatened by proposed developments 1 the
Westrail land. The Society supports the Leighton Action Coalition as this is in line with
our earlier submissions made to former Planning Minister Richard Lewis.
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The Society conveyed the honour of Honorary Life Membership of the Society as approved
by the last AGM in recognition of her long and dedicated service to uphold the heritage of

Fremantle both as a City Councillor and as a Society member.
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Plans were inspected and confirmed that large density bonuses are being sought by
Homeswest for both aged person accommodation and retention of heritage buildings. The
proposal is for 101 rental units with only 75 parking bays. The development is over five
levels but only three above ground levels due to site contours. No lifts are proposed even
though older people will be occupying units. The internal OpEn space areas are numerous
but very limited in size to the point of being ineffective. The internal road is narrow and
not friendly in use with garages backing on to it. The site contains evidence of an old
power station footprint and the Society would like this to be recognised in the development.
Concern was expressed at the inclusion of ‘live and work’ units within a Homeswest

development.
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A proposal for a multi storey carpark has been made to Council for a site in Collie Street.
It was agreed that provided the building was of a suitable design and had live activities at
the street level, there may be merit in the proposal. A consultant report made some years

ago indicated that such a building may be required by about this time. Further information
is needed on the proposal but it was agreed that a suitable development in this location

could improve the parking problems in the CBD.

Council has committed to review the existing Town Plannin
g Scheme (TPS) No.3 and to
proceed to draft a new TPS No.4 within 2 years. Mathew Young and Tracy McQue have
been assigned to the task. The stated objective is for TPS 4 to be an “innovative and
ﬂemh!e_ dCEI:IITIEI‘II that will encourage new development and land uses in the City centre.”
]If;;]resxdent!?ll ;reas out side the City centre the proposal is to “remain zone based E,a'::h
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