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Mayor Plans Bright Future for Fremantle Town Hall

Mayor Ben Lawver is pictured seated in the mayor's chair in the original council chamber of the
Fremantle Town Hall during discussions with The Fremantle Society about the future restoration and
use of the under appreciated heritage majesty of the pre gold rush 1887 masterpiece.

This beautiful room where council used to meet, lies covered in dust and unused. Through the swing
doors on the left lie piles of rubbish.

Back in the year 2000, the Fremantle Society was allowed to have its regular monthly meetings in this
room and to store its archives beyond the swing doors.

The second photo shows a whole floor above the original council chamber of rooms originally used
by council staff, now empty and derelict.

The mayor wants these assets cleaned up and used. He wants to see the stunning interior of the
main town hall restored through a use he is working on.

Unfortunately the modest sum allocated in the current budget to fix the electrics in the building has
been pushed back to 2029, just what happened to the re roofing project, where money was promised



but not spent for years, and not until the original estimated cost had increased by one million dollars
due to further deterioration.

To showcase the stucco majesty with its ornate interior, The Fremantle Society is hosting a major
free event in the main town hall Thursday September 3rd at 6pm.

The mayor will be there along with the former governor Kim Beazley, whose father was the MP for
Fremantle for 32 years. Further details later.

The Bicentenary looms. Fremantle's grand old lady needs love, appreciation, and attention.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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