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The recent meeting (August 20) held to discuss the City of Fremantle’s Queensgate development
was both confusing and depressing.

It was confusing because it in no way made clear why the liguidity problems being experienced
by Mack T. the sub-contractor making the building’s fibreglass imitation masonry panels, would
be solved by paying the main contractor, Keywest, an extra $400,000 plus. This is particularly
puzzling since Mack T says it hasn’t seen any of the extra money and has stated in the Gazette (5
September) that it was in no way insolvent.

Some Councillors and the administration missed the opportunity to admit that mistakes had been
made and ask how it all happened, as a guide to the future.

There is no doubt that Queensgate will continue to cause problems. It is too high and too bulky.
It will make it very difficult for the City of Fremantle to demand quality buildings from develop-
ers if its own buildings fail to set a standard which conforms to its Town Planning Scheme No.
3.

Instead of asking how it happened; why only one architect was consulted - and not a Fremantle
architect at that - and what procedures would stop such disasters in the future, at the meeting
representatives of the Council and the administration decided to bluff it out.

We were told that Queensgate was OK, it blended in with the Myer building. An objection from
the audience that the Myer building was hardly a suitable yardstick for aesthetics or scale met
with a blank response.

The question of why only one architect was consulted on such a major project involving a prime
site in the city received no satisfactory reply; nor any assurance that more than one architect
would be used in future for similar sites. The question was simply brushed aside.

The Fremantle Society is concerned that, aesthetic attributes aside, the building will not succeed
in social or commercial terms either. Fremantle businesses which prosper are those with strong
contact with the street and with passing traffic; for example, compare South Terrace and the
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nearby malls. The expectation that a mall can instantly assume atmosphere and vitality is un
realistic. Similar places which have achieved success elsewhere have usually evolved over a long
period of time.

The meeting again demonstrated that the City of Fremantle’s tactics at public meetings with
residents leave much to be desired. Fremantle meeting-goers are a talented, sophisticated group
whose skills should be used rather than ignored by the City.
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At present working groups exist on the private university, parks and recreation, the Fremantle
Prison complex, oral history and on developing a plan for the future of Fremantle. In addition
there is a sub-committee dealing with social activities and fund-raising, and one dealing with
strategy for Council elections. All these working groups would welcome additional members,
and contact numbers are given below.

Committee Members

Jenny Archibald (335 2628: private university, planning); Elizabeth Atahan (Secretary: 339
5009): Dianne Davidson (Vice President, Newsletter Editor: 335 7294 - Fremantle Prison, oral
history); Ann Forma (Treasurer: 335 6568 - parks & recreation); Margaret Hewitt (335 9375);
Les Lauder (339 1120; private university, Fremantle Prison); Alan Petersen (335 6415); Frank
Schaper (335 2794): Alice Smith (oral history - not available on telephone); Andrew Smith (339
4572: Fremantle Prison): Donald Whittington (384 9085: private university, planning); David
Wood (335 4159: private university, planning).

Contact numbers for anyone interested in organising social activities or fund-raising are Denise
Hopkins (339 2277) or Shavda Pemberton (335 8788)

Applications for Membership have been received from the following:

Brian & Frances Adcroft, J P Angel, Robert Auguste, Liz Birrell-West, Peter Cullen (from May
1989), Atholl Frazer, Ms Griffin & Mr Vickery, Martin & Miranda Grounds, Gwendoline Ham-
ilton, Gregory & Frances Keeley, Michael Pearson, Peter Petroft, Phyllis Potts, Virginia Rim-
mer, R Stanton & S Weame, Town of East Fremantle
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The Fremantle Society’s comments on the Development Plan presented to the Fremantle City
Council by the NDA developers have now been put before Council, together with our responses
to the Council’s draft Evaluation of the Plan and the Council’s Draft Conservation Policy.

The Society’s University Working Group has rejected the plan currently before Council on a
number of grounds. The proposal completely transforms central Fremantle, carving a University
Precinct out of the West End. This Precinct is strongly identified by street medallions, streets
planted with trees and specially paved, bollards and chains and street furniture. A mock historic
bell tower marks the formal entrance on the Esplanade, and the function of a number of streets is
changed. The submission indicates that the NDA planners are unresolved whether or not to bar
bicycles.

In addition NDA assumes it can take over much of Victoria Quay and demolish the A Shed and
other old sheds to make way for a student guild and sports facilities.

The University Working Group has strongly opposed the fragmenting of the West End and
interference with current street use. We do not favour cluttering up the streetscapes with furni-
ture and decorations, and believe that the planting of trees in the West End is both aesthetically
inappropriate and dangerous to the old building stock. We also feel that the attempt to shift the
city’s orientation eastward along High Street to Marine Parade is totally unwarranted and histori-
cally indefensible.

We are concerned about the impact of the proposal on existing traders and businesses, and would
totally reject any plan to hand over Victoria Quay to NDA until an independent study has been
done to determine the best use for it. The Quay is a valuable resource which should be used for
‘the benefit of all Fremantle residents and for the State, not just a select group. It also seems
quite inappropriate to eject a successful and compatible user like the proprietors of A Shed to
make way for student facilities. The Society believes the Quay area plays an important role in
reinforcing Fremantle’s port atmosphere.

The Council Evaluation of the proposal appears to support it fairly uncritically. However, a final
judgement must wait until the Council’s completed Conservation Policy is known, since it is
constantly referred to. If this lays down stringent terms for the treatment of the West End in ac-
cordance with recognised Heritage Commission conservation principles, then a modified NDA
proposal may be acceptable. However, the draft Conservation Policy which has been made
available does not suggest that this will be the case. Too much of it seems to reflect the ideas
and the words of the developer’s document.

The best and most expert comment on the proposal has come from the UWA Centre of Urban
Research. CUR was commissioned by the State Government to put together a Preliminary
Social and Physical Impact Investigation for siting NDA in Fremantle. Despite lack of critical
information the Centre was able to produce a competent, penetrating analysis of the likely physi-
cal impact should the current plan go ahead. Some extracts from this document are given below:

“It is the view of the impact study team that, with appropriate planning, a university of the size proposed by NDA
PEEE !



could be located in the West End of Fremantle without causing serious physical impact. However, it is our con-
tention that a significant gap exists between stated NDA objectives and the proposed design solution, and that if
the development of NDA proceeds without consideration and appropriate response io the follo wing issues,
significant physical impact will occur.”

“A significant aspect of the celebrated architectural and urban guality of the West End is iis perception as a
coherent ‘whole’. The view expressed in the NDA report that ‘there is a strong social and economic need to
clearly define the limits of the university district within the greater urban confext of Fremantle’ has serious
implications in this regard. The creation of what the report calls variously the ‘University Precinct’, the ‘Univer-
sity Quarter’, and the ‘University District’ will threaten the coherence of the West End as a precinct in s own
right.”

“The West End of Fremantle is a rare and valuable part of Australia’s heritage and the degree o which it can
withstand change before it loses its particular qualities must be a key guestion.”

“T'here are a number of existing facilities characteristic of a port city which may not be seen by the university as
desirable neighbours (eg nightclubs, tattoo artists, sex shops and lodging houses). The Fremantle community
may be sensitive to attempis to close these establishmenis.”

“The uses (of buildings) listed already exist in Fremantle and so will contribute to the commercial directions in
which the city has been heading for a number of years. The one proposed use which would be new to the city is
the ‘specialised state of the art ‘festival’ retailing’. The precise nature of this enterprise is not clear, but if is
assumed that it would be largely oriented towards tourist trade along the lines of Pier One in Sydney. It should
be noted that such a development may have the effect of dimishing the unique nature of Fremantle by pro vidin g
a facility which can be found all around the world where there is a city on water,”

“The whole issue of locating tourist activities in the West End needs further examination. There are numerous
examples in other parts of the world which point to an awkward relationship between tourism and heritage envi-
ronments.”

“While the NDA proposal agrees that the exclusion of vehicles from streeis is undesirable, it goes on fo suggest
that two blocks of High Street be closed off to vehicles. No convincing argument is made for the closure, nor for
the assumed benefits to the city.”

“The expected closure of Victoria Quay as a site for port activities will release valuable land and facilifies for
redevelopment. The nature of this development should be the subject of intensive and long-term studies, since i
could provide enormous benefit to Fremantle and, potentiaily, offer compatible and similarly beneficial develop-
ments for the proposed university, It would be a mistake to see the Quay as providing a short-term solution (o
space problems associated with the university such as parking, which may close future options in the Quay’s
long-term development.”

“In order to ascertain the present state of the building stock and to ensure that the heritage value of the area is
fully understood and documented, a heritage analysis of every building in the district should be carried out and a
set of development guidelines produced which state what aspecis are unequivocal and what are negotiable.
Funding for this could come from the State Government or NDA. Involvement by NDA will demonstrate com-
mitment to maintaining the historic character of the West End and help to esta blish a better relationship with the
community.”

“A threat fo the heritage value could come from attempls (o recreale a nineteenth-century ambience for purposes
of tourism. Such attempts can diminish existing and real strengths, and creaie a “Disneyland” setting without
substantial connections to the working city.”

“The major concern with respect to the Catholic University is that due to ils close proximity to the (Esplanade)
park and the lack of open space within the proposed site, studenis will tend to use the park as an ¢xtension of
their campus. As it is the only park of its kind in the city, it is important thai perceptions of it don’t change due it
a disproportionate number of students frequenting the space.”

“The issue of housing is one of the most problematic of all the issues faced in relation to the NDA proposal.”

#
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Perhaps the most crucial aspect of all is pinpointedby Dr Michael Pearson of the Australian Heri-
tage Commission in his comments on the Fremantle City Council’s Draft Conservation Policy.
He states:

“THE COMMISSION HAS NOT HAD THE BENEFIT OF SEEING THE SOCIAL IMPACT STUDY DEVEL-
OPED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF WA, SO I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THIS POINT IS DEALT WITH IN
THAT REPORT., THE COMMISSION HAS SEEN THE IMPLICATIONS FOR CONSERVATION AT
PLACES LIKE THE ROCKS IN SYDNEY OF SEPARATING THE ANALYSIS OF EXISTING USES, SOCIAL
PATTERNING, AND EXISTING CHARACTER OF THE AREA, FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OF CON-
SERVATION POLICY. THE OUTCOME CAN BE A FORM OF PLASTIC HERITAGE WHICH TREATS
BUILDINGS AND PRECINCTS AS OBJECTS WITHOUT A HUMAN CONTEXT, AND BY SO DOING
ENSURES THE LOSS OF MAJOR PARTS OF THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONSERVA-
TION AREA. IN THE CASE OF FREMANTLE THIS MATRIX OF RELATIONSHIPS IS CRITICAL, AND
IT NEEDS TO BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD IF THE CONSERVATION POLICY IS TO GIVE GUIDE-
LINES THAT WILL EFFECTIVELY PROTECT THE NATIONAL ESTATE VALUE OF THE AREA.”

This vital aspect is not addressed in the NDA submission or in the Fremantle City Council’s
Evaluation of the submission, nor is it dealt with in the Council’s Draft Conservation Policy.
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When the NDA developers put their first development application to Council it came as
something of a shock.

NDA had been promising that great care would be taken of Fremantle's old buildings.
However, the application involved the gutting of the original Esplanade Hotel interior and
destroying the old internal limestone walls. The old Esplanade Hotel is a registered build-
ing, and this action would have drastically reduced its heritage value and character.

We are pleased to note that the application was rejected by the Fremantle City Council.

3 R % e ne %k

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Fremantle Society has moved into temporary new premises at

160 High Street
Fremantle

WE DESPERATELY NEED A FILING CABINET!
If any member has an old filing cabinet which is not being used, please let us know! (Ring
Jenny 335 2628, Elizabeth 339 5009, or Dianne 335 7294)

_ e ——.,——————————
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Fremantle residents can get some idea about the sort of university they were likely to see in
Fremantle from a speech given in Sydney recently by the Director of Catholic Education, Dr
Peter Tannock, who is also vice chairman of the NDA planning group.

Dr Tannock was reported in The Record as saying that theology teachers who strayed from
Catholic teaching should not be sacked by bishops. Instead, he said, teachers should be licensed
by the church and if a teacher strayed from official church teaching that imprimatur should be
removed.

However, the sacking of the theologian should be left in the hands of the university itself.

Loreto nun and UWA academic, Sister Veronica Brady, was quick to respond on the question of
what she called “Dr Tannock’s peculiar notion of a university”.

“What Dr Tannock envisages seems rather close to the Catholic school or the seminary - rather
different institutions desirned to meet different needs™ she wrote.

I'-l'l.--l-l-ll--.lllllil.
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To those of you who have not yet booked your places for the pub dinner and poetry reading at
the Sail & Anchor on Wednesday 27th September - time is running out! Seats are filling rap-
idly, so book your tickets NOW.

We will be joined by Verity James as our guest for the evening. Verity will present prizes for
the best poetry readings as well as reading some poetry herself. She will also be auctioning two
prints by Robert Juniper during the course of the evening.

SO RING SHAVDA ON 335 8788 BEFORE 20 SEPTEMBER WITH YOUR
TICKET REQUIREMENTS AND GET SET FOR AN EVENING TO RE-
MEMBER!

Page 6



Do you want to beautify your street, provide shade for your car and pedestrians as well as help

PLANT A TREE!

For your FREE tree contact the Parks & Recreation Department of the Fremantle City Council
on 335 6422.

REQUESTS FOR STREET TREES CLOSE ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1989, BUT
THE TREES WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL THE WINTER OF 1990.

l--'llllliili.lll‘illllllii-.l.li'l'l'llill"ll-l--l

¢ * NEW MEMBERS WANTED FOR PARKS & GARDENS :
. COMMITTEE! s

-.'llllll'l'I'l"I'lI-II'l'l'lI'IIll“"'l‘l‘l‘!ll'll"l‘.llll-

We are looking for people to join our Committee.

Anyone interested in the greening of Fremantle, Fremantle’s public open spaces. environmental
issues, etc. will be welcome.

Please contact Michelle McGrath on 336 1937

_..
G
.-'-c:,: s R

The Fremantle Society Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 8 November.
Nominations for the Committee need to be in BY 24 OCTOBER 1989: a Nomination Form is
on the back page this Newsletter.

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO NOMINATE YOURSELF OR OTHER PEOPLE
PREPARED TO WORK HARD TO KEEP FREMANTLE SPECIAL!

Full details about the Annual General Meeting (time, venue, etc) will appear in the next newslet-
ter.
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The Society’s Seminar and Champagne Supper on 11 August was a resounding success. The
members and friends who crowded into the Maritime Museum were treated to a fascinating tour
of Fremantle’s architectural heritage, and would have left with a much enhanced understanding
of the uniqueness of our port. Thank you for a superbly prepared talk, David, and we're all impa-
tiently waiting for the book to come forth!

The Social Committee had achieved the miraculous with an unbelievable spread of delicious and
unusual food, and the champagne flowed freely. There were many compliments about the or-
ganisation of the evening, so Denise, Shavda, Gwen and Virginia can take a well-deserved bow.

Just one thing; Shavda would like to ask that in future members give the Social Committee a
hand with stacking chairs and general clean-up when a venue has to be set up and cleared
away. It gets a bit much for four persons!

The Fremantle Society
Would like to thank the following for their support:

Stammers Palmyra
Swy Theatre Company
Vajra’s Tea House
Richmond Raceway
Maritime Museum
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A photographic exhibition about Fremantle and its heritage is being planned for late October.

It 1s intended to display up to 300 photographs of significant buildings in Fremantle. The Hon.
John Dawkins MHR has been invited to open the event on Friday October 27th, and the
display will run for one week (to November 2nd).

The opening is intended to be a gala social event and tickets will be on sale soon. It is being
staged at the A Shed on Victoria Quay, with significant support from the owners.

For further details contact Frank Schaper (335 2794) or Denise Hopkins (339
2277).
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LAUDER & HOWARD

1989 AUSTRALIAN COLONIAL
EXHIBITION & SALE

On Saturday 23 September at 4 pm Lauder and Howard will open the preview of their Special
Exhibition of a collection of fine pre-Gold Rush West Australian furniture, principally in Jarrah.

The exhibition will include good quality Colonial period furniture in Cedar and Pine including
desks, bookcases, settles, food safes, dining and kitchen tables.

In addition there will be an unusual selection of framed 19th century Chinese and Japanese
watercolours and scrolls.

Tickets for the preview are $20 each and are available from Lauder & Howard, Duke Street, East
Fremantle (Tel 339 1120). Proceeds will be divided between the Government House Foundation
and the Fremantle Society.

COME AND ENJOY MUSIC, FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS WHILE YOU
WANDER AROUND AND EXAMINE THESE COLLECTORS’ PIECES!

Lyn & Geoff Eastaugh of Wildwood Vineyard recently donated some bottles of their wine to
the Fremantle Society. The wine will be used as prizes for poetry, songs and raffles at our next
function on 27 September (see notice in this newsletter).

Wildwood is situated 5 km south of the Old Yallingup Hall on Caves Road. The property in-
cludes a Winery-Restaurant Complex and also has a number of cottages for rental beautifully
situated overlooking a valley and built of rammed earth and finished in jarrah and cedar. The
cottages have all mod cons and pot belly stoves for chilly days, and are totally self-contained.

Next time you are down Margaret River way, pop in there and chat with Lyn and Geoff, two
very friendly and down to earth people. As Lyn commented to me, “You don’t have to arrive in
a Rolls Royce or a helicopter to be warmly welcomed at Wildwood!”

Shavda Pemberton
Social Committee
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As members may have read in the Gazette recently, an attempt by the Fremantle City Council to
prevent the demolition of a ¢ 1900 worker's cottage in the grounds of Christ the King School was
unsuccessful. The school planned to demolish the cottage to create a small portion of much

needed recreation ground. A successful appeal was made by the school to the Mimster for
Planning.

The Fremantle Society believes that all too quickly the less obvious parts of Fremantle's heritage
are being lost, and yet these buildings collectively make a significant contribution to the overall
character of the area.

A meeting was arranged by the Society, which was attended by representatives of the Fremantle
City Council and the principal of the school. The outcome was a stay of execution for the cot-
tage until after 17 September, on which date the council of the school meets. It 1s hoped that a
presentation of alternative plans can be put to the school's meeting, and possible uses for the
cottage may be found. The Fremantle City Council has been very supportive in actively discuss-
ing these alternatives with the school.

3 3¢ 3 STOP PRESS 3¢ 3¢ 3¢

As this Newsletter goes to press we have just heard that the Fremantle Hospital 1s
due for another large increase in size - this time to accommodate in-patients and
out-patients from Heathcote Hospital.

Heathcote is being sold by the State Government for real estate.

The new development for the State Government will include: a 50-bed ward for
adults; a 36-bed geriatric hospital; a clinic and adult day hospital; and clinics and
pre-school centres for adolescents, children and pre-schoolers with psychological
problems.

When the hospital underwent massive expansion in the seventies the assumption
was that this was as big as it was going to get.

Now this new project will need major new buildings and
presents potential parking problems. The Society will be
seeking meetings with the State Government, the Fremantle
Hospital Board and the Fremantle City Council to get more
details.
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