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FIGHTING FOR FREMANTLE
On way to China

'|.I .."

August was a big month in the long progress ot the Fremantle Society's history. It found
a title, Fichting for Fremantle. Soon there was a stunning cover, Earlier the lively rext had

been completed by our authors Ron and Didhne Davidson. By mid-August all our

material was on its way to the publisher in China. Fighting tfor Fremantle will be

launched by the Premier, Colin Barnett on Novem

er l"}'T}'!. -H‘ll..' '-.'hl."]fL' :*T. T|‘I'~.' Premicr

is particularly appropriate as he has been a long term member of the society.

o\

Fighting for Fremantle is the first history of an

Australian « mmunity heritage group. It is a lively
e

story as is indicated by irs opening }'.HH’llf_'_ri’I["h:

FIGHT'NG FREMANTLE ‘It is dusk, after a summer afternoon in 1973. Les

Lauder is returning to his home in Ellen Streer atrer

The VremeanTle Sociely ofory ¥ . _ o
{ g a string of meetings. He is in for a shock. A red
Haon and Danne Davidson % . - ’

rooster lies headless, in a [‘H;ml of blood, on the front

St st trag e i step. lts message is clear. Ageravation is to be sn:pr.-ud
up a notch or two against those opposing the
erection of a sixteen storey glass tower near the town
hall. The recently launched action group, the

Fremantle Society, is to be targeted...’

The Fremantle Society has commissioned Fremante

Press to publish the book.
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THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY 2010
COMMITTEE INTERNAL CONTACTS

PRESIDENT

(Dr) lan Alexander

9 Lilly Streer

South Fremantle WA 6162
M 0403 767 B69 T 9335 8219
gogreen@iiner.net.au

VICE PRESIDENT

Henty Farrar

12 Wright Street

White Gum Valley 6162

T 9335 2672 M 0438 851 229

hentys@iinet.net.au

SECRETARY

Ruth Belben

7 Shuffrey Street

Fremantle WA 6160

T 9335 6091 M 0400 201 441
rbelben@iinet.net.au

TREASURER

Jack Turnbull

61 Daly Street

South Fremantle WA 6162

T 9336 2668 M 0403 836 2668

jackturn@iprimus.com.au

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Don Whittington

1 Shuffrey Street

Fremantle 6160

T 9335 6091
whittingtondj@hotmail.com

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Michael Adeane

10 Rose Street
South Fremantle 6162
T 9481 6085 M 0419 918 625

michael@designdesign.com.au

Val Cousins

92 Forrest Street

Fremantle 6160

T 9335 4597 M 0415 919 738
Val.Cousins@der.wa.edu.au

Ron Davidson

24 Fothergill Sereet
Fremantle 6160

T 9430 6096
ronaldi@cygnus.uwa.edu.au

Dianne Davidson
24 Fothergill Street
Fremantle 6160

T 9430 6096

dianne. davidson@gmail.com
Nicolas Gurr

161 Edmund Street
Beaconsfield 6162

T 9430 8987 M 0413 804 401 _

nlgurr@oprusnet.com.au

Cathy Hall

41A Daly Street

South Fremantle 6162

T 9335 4574 M 0407 086 300
cathy.hall@bigpond.com

Kate House

kare.house@slatergordon.com.au

Mark Randall

mark@humansciences.com.au

Bob Reece

15 Holland Street
Fremantle 6160

T 9335 7892
b.reece@murdoch.edu.au

Wendy Yorke -
13 Burns Street, North
Fremantle 6139

T 9335 4287 M 0434 126 177
wwendy@iinet.net.au

EMAIL LIST

If you want to say in wouch with
Fremantle Society news and events
join our email liss: vou will hear
from us at least once a month and
sometimes weekly, Email Ruth:
rbelben@iiner.nerauwith your
email address and stay in touch
between newsletters,

MEETING DATES

The committee meeting is held every fourth
Thursday of the month. Remaining dates for the

year: September 30th, October 28th and November 25th.

Venue: The Meeting Place

Please bring a plate or drink to share. 7

—
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MEMBERSHIP
27 people have joined or rejoined the Society since May.
If you know someone who is interested in joining please
contact our membership officer, Don Whittington. |
- Anyone who joins after September 1 will be financial |
- until the end of October 2011. A membership application
form is included in the newsletter and online banking }
is now available for membership payments. :

New members .
We would like to welcome the following new members wha |
have joined the Society since May. We're delighted thar several

former members have rejoined.
Yvonne Baker East Fremande
Cr Cliff Collinson & Liz Schultink  East Fremantle
Benita Dowding south Fremantle
Mark Fori & family Bicton
© Gail Green Fremantle
Helen Grey-Smirh East Fremantle
Lloyd & Natacha Hammond Fremande
Kathleen Hooper & Marco Orman  South Fremantle
Bettie Lithgo Fremantle
Roel Loopers Beaconsfield
Mollie Macleod Fremantle
Professor Peter & Jan Newman Fremantle
Mick O'Loghlen Fremantle
Thomas Quigley Fremantle
John & Robyn Richmond East Fremantle I
Karin Stewart Attadale
Cr Doug Thompson & Suzetre North Fremantle
Sharon Ward Fremantle
Richard and Helen Wrage Hilton |

— - —

SPECIAL PURPOSE GROUPS

We encourage members to join our special purpose
working groups particularly the Communications and
Social activities Groups.

Planning and Heritage subcommittee: lan Alexander
(convenor) Don Whittington, David Hawks, Dianne
Davidson, Ron Davidson, Kate House, Cathy Hall,
Mary Connor.

Communications Group:

Wendy Yorke (convenor), Michael Adeane

Samson House Group: lan Alexander, Nicolas Gurr,
Henty Farrar, Cathy Hall, Val Cousins, David Hutchison.

Social Activities Group: Ruth Belben (Convenor),
Henty Farrar

Victoria Quay Taskforce: lan Alexander (Chair),

June Hutchison, David Hutchison (representing South City
precinct), Ron Davidson, Dianne Davidson (representing
Fremantle History Society), Val Cousins, Mary-Rose Baker
(representing FICRA), Cachy Hall (representing South
Fremantle Precinct), Sue John.

Fremantle Ports’ Inner Harbour Liaison Commirttee,
ES Representative: David Hawks

City of Fremantle Precinct Review Group: Mark Randall

Fremantle Park Taskforce has been wound up, as matters
relating to Fremantle Park are now covered by the
Fremantle Park Association. Contacr Ruth Belben and
Don Whittington if you wish to join the associarion.
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RON AND DIANNE DAVIDSON

The City of Fremantle, with assistance from the Fremantle
Society and the Fremantle History Society, nominated Ron
and Dianne Davidson in the recent Heritage Council of
WA Heritage Awards in the category of Qutstanding
contribution to heritage by an individual in the community.

Since their move to Fremantle in the mid 1970s, Ron and
Dianne have been active participants in the struggle to save
Fremantle's heritage ranging from achieving the
registration of their own house and their street as a
heritage precinct to saving the Fremantle Prison. -

Both have been very active members of the Fremantle
Society from the 1970s and were credited with saving the
Society when it went into the doldrums in the late 1980s.

They deserve every
congratulations for their
inspiring and continuing

passion and drive for
Fremantle’s heritage ...

Amongst a number of campaigns they have been involved
with, the saving of the Fremantle Prison has been one of
the most significant, vindicated by its recent inclusion on
the World Heritage List as part of a serial listing of convict
sights for Australia. Not content to let things lie, Ron and
Di remained involved with the various community groups
established to consider future developments at the Prison
to ensure new uses were appropriate and respected the
history of this significant site.

Dianne was the driving force behind the establishment of
the Fremantle History Society in 1994 and both have been
heavily involved with the Society's activities since then. Di
and more recently Ron have been part of the editorial team
for the newsletter and both have served in some capacity
on almost every committee. Di has just completed five
vears as President. She has also been involved with the
editorial commirtee for the Fremantle Studies Journal, now
in its 6th volume.

Both have a strong research and publications background

with their most recent work being a collaboration on the
research and writing of the history of the Fremantle
Society, due for launch on 19th November and being
published in conjunction with the Fremantle Press. In true
Ron and Dianne spirit, much of their time on this
extensive project has been voluntary.

Since 1976 Ron and Dianne Davidson have been actively
involved in ensuring that Fremantle's history and heritage
are preserved. They have conscientiously lobbied on
numerous issues particularly in terms of inappropriate
development in Fremantle. Through their work with the
Fremantle History Society they have also ensured that
Fremantle's history continues to be documented and
disseminated. Fremantle's heritage and history is certainly
Emmh richer because of their commirment to Fremantle,
both archirecturally and culturally, and they are to be
commended for their unending contribution.

Ron and Dianne were awarded High Commendation in
the award category. They deserve every congratulations for
their inspiring and continuing passion and drive for
Fremantle's heritage and history campaigns.
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[he Fremantle Heritage Festival was a grear success for the
Fremantle Society as all our events artracred large crowds.
Many had not been involved with us previously and as a

result we signed up 15 new members.

A highlight of the Festival was that the Fremantle Society
won an award at the City of Fremantle and the Town of
East Fremantle Conservation of Heritage Awards Ceremaony,
Mominated by the City of Fremantle, the Society’s award
was tor our Significant Contribution to Fremantle's
Heritage since 1972, The Commirttee (many of whom were
present on the night) were delighred with this recoenition
'n'l.']']!".'h 15 'l.".'l.'“ l.]l."!'lL"'I"'.'l:_'l.‘I i rui I'l.-.H'||_'-‘._!I:'_~i ||_|_ ol FE‘.H 10 '..'l.'.|1|,'| |'|;|_'|.'|:-

worked so hard since 1972,
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The Mucky Duck Bush Dance in the Fremantle Town Hall
on Saturday May 29th was a sellout. Evervone had such a
wonderful time that ’.|1':."3.' want it to become an annual
event. In the 1970s and 1980s Bush dances were annual
fundraising events for the Fremantle Society and this one
was planned as a nostalgic "back o the 705" night. Some of
us were worried that 30 years on we had :I!_{I:'l._l. 50 much
nobady would be dancing. However there was a range of
age groups including several children and evervone joined
in the dancing and had great fun. The atmosphere at the

event was electric and the evening was a erear success.

The following day 75 people turned up to view Large
Houses in the Fremantle Parks Precinet which far exceeded

OUT EXPeCctalions,

smantie WA, 6160
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Don’s Tram Tour on June 5th was so popular that it

booked out immediately and we ended up running three of

them on the same day. Don Whittington, who was the
guide for the tour, was a founding member of the Society, a
former President and is currently an active Committee
member. He was a City of Fremantle Councillor from
1975-1984 including six years as Chair of Planning and
Development during a time when many heritage bartles
were won. Those on the tour learnt what Fremantle would
have been like without the Fremantle Society. Don showed

those of us on the tour how the widening of High and

Henry 5ts, lifted in the 19705, would have had disastrous
consequences. He also took the tour to buildings such as
Victoria Hall and the Evan Davies Library building which

came close to demolition and were saved by the efforts of
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fremantle Society members in the 1970s. The tram tour
was another reminder of how proud we should be of the
Society’s achievements since 1972. Given the interest
generated, we are planning to run this event again in
November (See page 10) and are particularly keen to
include Fremantle S wiety members. If you are interested
in joining the tour next time please contact Don on
93356091 or email: whittingtondi@hormail.com.

For more festival photos go to page 6.

We acknowledge and thank e photographers whose photos of
the Society's Heritage Festival events are included in this
newsletter: Society member Roel Loopers and the City of

Fremantle’s Heritage Festival photographer, Michael Weame.
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THAT GOOD OLD NAVY STORE

Alan Watson

Should I as a new member of the Society maintain a discreet silence, I ask myselt?

Or would it be better to stick my neck out so that established members who have strong

{and opposite) opinions on this subject are warned that a heretic has arrived in their

midst and they would be well advised to keep their distance.

Okay, out with it. | agree complerely with Sam Atlas about
the old navy store (Fremantle, March 2010). The building
ought to be demolished.

Perhaps misgivings such as mine will be dissipated when
the edifice is repaired and repainted? Certainly not. The
opposite in fact. At the moment it looks as if its future is
uncertain - as if some good outcome might be in the
offing. So its dilapidation carries with it a little flutter of
hope. Tarted up it would look ridiculous, as in What the
hell is this undistinguished, closed-up but shiny edifice
doing there! Yes, Hobbs Winning and Leighton was a
distinguished architectural firm, and the building has a
little merir, but that is as nothing compared to the lovely
Cantonment Hill that would be revealed by its removal
land, okay, the removal of the signal station as well
perhaps).

Do [ hear someone say everything would change if the
building’s historic significance were made clear by a plaque
attached to it in its refurbished splendour? Well yes (let's
suppose), but who would read the plaque? Pedestrian traffic
in that location is, as we know, practically non-existent.
Would the point be that passing (or traffic-light-delayed)
drivers and passengers might read it? Obviously hazardous.

All right, let's have a big sign that could be read at a glance.
[t might say:

HISTORIC SITE
OLD NAVY STORE

But of course that would be even more hazardous. (Do

" I have to spell it out? It would induce such paroxysms of

laughter as to have drivers totally losing control.)

So the plaque would have to be so small thar no motorist
would be tempted to try to read it. Two or three
pedestrians a year might. Great. And there the shed would
sit, those huge doors shut, shut, shut, making the blankest
of blank entry statements to any city anywhere.

Am | saying Hey everyone! Let's rethink! Let's pull the
damn thing down!!

No. | accepr that that's not going to happen.

What to do then? Nothing? Or ... Or granted it's going o
stay there, what use might be found for it?

Wash you mouth out! It has a use. A use neatly and
wonderfully congruent with its historical use.

What absolute rubbish. No doubt it's convenient for
Fremantle Council to store stuff there but, in any serious
weighing-up of future possibilities for such a landmark site,
that consideration wouldn’t move the pointer on the scales
at all. This is far too important a matter to be influenced,
even to the slightest degree, by that kind of claim on the

building’s space.

And, if anyone's thinking the contrary, of course it needs
to be used. The alternative is slow death, and the stench of
death in the meantime. Present use is so close to non-use
that the stench is already rising.

When we consider use, the only ones worth thinking about
would gert those great blank doors open - well, one of them
would be enough - and people inside,

How about a local history museum? Or an energy museum!?
What splendid ideas! But lack of accommodation wasn't
the issue in those cases. There's one treasured institution,
however, that did collapse for lack of accommodation - the
Fremantle Motor Museum. Now that’s a wonderful idea,

I hear you say.

Continued on page 12.
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EAST END REDEVELOPMENT:
High-rise takes over?

The Council has big plans for redeveloping the East End of the City—the area shown
on the map below. The plan is for a residential “urban village” comprising buildings of

3 to { storeys, with business premises at ground level.

As a result, the City Planning Scheme is up for

Amendment and public comment is now open—

closing date 4 Ocrober.

The Society - and the Fremantle Park Association -
have welcomed the idea of an urban village to
improve the area. But we are concerned thar the
proposals allow for development in some areas - e.g.
(Jueen Victoria St - that will be too high. This could
block views of the harbour and swamp existing
heritage buildings such as Fort Knox, itself currently

being renovared for apartmenis.

To allow for proposed traffic calming, we have also
suggested thart the city's main traffic entrance could

be shifted from Queen Victoria to Beach Streer.

On behalf of members, the Society’s Planning and
Heritage Committee is preparing a submission on
this Amendment. So we can include your views, let
us know what you think: email lan Alexander

pogreen@iinet.net.au

Details of the Amendment proposals can be found

- wgs ‘ -
oan ThL‘ EJ.]LII!'IL'[]. s website 'l.‘;"ﬂ"'p'l.'.i'J'L'!'I'I'!:'I!'I[':.'.'l.L';I.__EI;]'I.-'.':EI_I.

Open Day

You are invited to an open day where you can view
plans and ask questions on Local Planning Scheme

Amendment 38 for the Fremantle East End area.

Date: Saturday 4 September 2010

Time: Drop in anytime from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm

Location: 43 Queen Victoria St (the former Tovora

Parts sales area)
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Swanbourne Street’s Amenity ... Going, going, gone?

lan Alexander

Many people around Fremantle have been taken aback by these dominant ‘houses'—

which seem more like office blocks—currently under construction, Located at the

northern end of Swanbourne Street. on the brow of the hill near Monument Park.

the buildings can be seen from many parts of the city, and from as far awav as South

Fremantle. No doubt their views over the City and Cockburn Sound will be spectacular,

but at what price to the rest of the city?

City of Fremantle records show that the developments were
approved between 2003 and 2009. Approval of the three-
storey development now under scaffolding at 11b -
Swanbourne Street (pictured) was given in May 2006,
Council minutes record that the only vore against the
development was cast by past-President John Dowson at the

Planning Services Committee. .

This approval was made against advice from the Council’s
planning department, advice that drew attention to the
large bulk and scale of the development (12 metres high
and 30 metres long!), its failure to meet many requirements
in the residential planning codes and the excessive amount
of fill proposed on the building block.

Councillors chose to ignore this advice, partly on the basis
that a strong objection from the adjoining property was -
tor unexplained reasons - withdrawn. This was even
though the development will overshadow almost all of that
property in mid-winter. It appears that others in the
vicinity of the development were not consulted.

By paying attention to the immediate neighbour’s opinion
only, Council completely ignored the concept of amenity:
the “pleasantness of a place”. According to the town
Planning Act, amenity should be one of planning’s main
concerns. Former High Court Justice David Malcolm
defined amenity as “the sum of residents’ expectations for
ag area”. Surely the planners and the Council should have
considered this important concern in assessing the impact
of these dominant structures on the City?

In addition, had all those in the broader vicinity been
consulted, and had they been given an accurate idea of
their dominance, strong objections were most likely to have

been raised.

It is all very well for new developments to take advantage of
views—spectacular from this part of town—bur the rest of
the city will be paying a high price for years to come.

Official newsletter of The Fremantle Society Incorporated. Established 1972 PO Box 818 Fremantle WA 6160
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SOCIAL EVENTS:
Dates for your diary

Fremantle Society Dinner
Tuesday, September 28th, 6.30pm

IR

- ——

VILLAROMA

Ristoranie & Pizzeria

e —_— e (E—

WLH known restaurateur and café owner, Nunzio Gumina,
will host an evening for Fremanrle Society members ar his
restaurant, Villa Roma, in the West End of Fremantle. We
will have the fully enclosed, garden area to ourselves. The
[talian menu will consist of Rosemary pizza and Iralian
sausage for starters to be followed by Pasta and salads for
the main course and the event is BYO (wine only). During
the evening, Don Whittington will interview Nunzio about
his experiences of growing up, living and working in
Fremantle. The cost of the meal is $30. If you are
vegetarian or have other dietary preferences you can order
off the menu and pay separarely.

Members’ Social Event
Monday, October 18th, 6pm =
X-Wray Café

Join us ar a social event wheré you can meer the Fremantle

Society committee and other Society members while raising
isstes thar interest or concern you. There is no charge as ®

you can order food and drink of your choice.

Fremantle Society AGM
Monday, December 6th, 7 for 7.45pm

Dr Carmen Lawrence will be the Guest Speaker at the
Society’s Annual General Meering. She is a member of the
Fremantle Sociery and has recently been appointed Chair
of the Australian Heritage Council.

Don’s Tram Tour

Experience the story of ‘Fighting for Fremantle’ before the

history of the Fremantle Society is launched by the Premier

on November 19th. On this tram tour with a difference,

Don Whittington will show you what Fremantle would be

like, had the Society not lobbied to preserve so much of our

heritage. Don was a City of Fremantle Councillor

1975- 1984, including six years as Chair of Planning, during
—a time when-many heritage battles were won-

Saturday, November 6th, 4pm leaving from The Meeting

Place South Fremantle

Wednesday, November 10th, 12 noon leaving from the

Fremantle Arts Centre

Cost: $10

Launch of Fighting for Fremantle
by the Premier
Friday, November 19th, 6pm

Victoria Hall

The Premier, Hon Colin Barnett MLA will launch the
history of the Fremantle Society since 1972. ‘Fighting for
Fremantle’ is written by Ron and Dianne Davidson and
‘published by Fremantle Press. The venue for the launch,
Victoria Hall, is one of the many buildings that the Sociery

saved from.demalition in the 1970s,

Jo attend any of these events please contact Ruths
93356091 or rbelben@iinet.net.au

Hmmrmmmwwﬂ:mmulesoc[m
news and events join our email list: you will hear
from us at least once a month and sometimes
meF.Emt{lRm:h :helhﬁnﬁim:t_nﬁ.nunﬂﬂ'rm
emﬂaddtmuﬂiﬁ?hmudihmnmm
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The Fremantle Society Inc.

Founded 1972
PO Box 828, Fremantle WA 6160

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

= r— e

Membership fee $ paid to THe Fremantle Societyon /201
BY CHEQUE TO: The Fremantle Society Inc, PO Box 828, Fremantle WA 6160
DIRECT: NAB Fremantle BSB#: 086-217, The Fremantle Society Inc Acc#: 20-772-0953

PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS
Note: The Society’s financial year 1st November to 31st October

The Fremantle Society Inc.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME (S): Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms g »
ADDRESS:
| Postcode
PHONE: . .
EMAIL:

| / we wish to become a member of the Fremantle Society

Signature/s: Date:

Ordinary Membership  $20.00 Organisation Membership $ 50.00
Family Membership $25.00 Corporate Membership $100.00
Reduced Membership  $10.00 Life Membership $250.00

Oyficial newsletier of The Fremantle Society Incorpomted, Established 1972, PO Box 528 Fremantle WA 6160 11
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Committee Vacancies for 2011

Our President, lan Alexander, who has contributed so
much to the Sociery, is moving to Albany at the end of the
year. This means we'll be looking for a new President and
there will also be other vacancies on the committee
including Secretary and Membership Officer. Please
contact [an if you are interested in joining our new

commirtee ar the AGM in December.

THAT GOOD OLD NAVY STORE continued fron page 7.

Let's look at the negatives before we get carried away. What
about parking? Not really a problem. A gently sloping path
leads up to Tuckfield Street, and there’s potential for
creating more parking spaces there if there aren't enough
already. Some locals might say over my dead body, but the
fate of such a key Fremantle site is too important for a few
dead bodies to be of any concern. What about the righteous
indignation that would erupt from many straining throats
at the thought of anything as crassly commercial as a car
museum taking over one of our sacred sites’ Let's

anticipate it and ignore it. Do we want life or death?

The positives! Apart from the building being vitally in use
under this scenario - and standing open to the river, the
skies and people - there would be an excellent opportunity
to éngage visitors with the story of the building: once they
were inside it they might very well read a plaque that rold
them of its history and/or grab a pamphlet that went into

more detail (if there is any consequential detail to go into).

Another positive: Perhaps a realistic rental would pay for
the upkeep of the building. (Though there'd be a strong
argument for peppercorn rental if it were the only way of

getting some life into the place.)

['ve written the above in ignorance. Does Brigesy have enough
cars left to take it on! Has he made a firm decision to retain
only his York museum? Or, with the right venue available,

could he still be interested in Fremantle! | have no idea.

But then I'm not proposing that it's a car museum or
nothing—my hope is to stimulate some further thinking
about the future of a very prominent Fremantle building.
Please, please, let’s encourage those with the decision-
making power to have another look at this important lictle

chunk of our city and offer them constructive ideas that

‘might further the process.

That dead shed—that deadening shed—needs a life.
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