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® THE Round House — significant element of our precious coastline.




st The FremantleSociety Inc.
| ﬁ The Aims of the Society

* To give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area,
* Encourage the improvement of the Fremantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-

taining its unigue character.
* Encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.

* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards
and serves the long term interests of the area.

¢ Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

COMMITTEE FOR 1982

President: Baden Pratt 335 2496

(W) 3359358 (H).

Vice President: Carl Payne 335
7047 (H)

Treasurer: Brian Jeffries 335 4202
(H)

Secretary:

5772; Joy
71278,

(Interim)
Hulley-Jeffries 335 4202 (H)

Alyson

ty since the last publication.

Committee Members: Reg Gor-
don 335 B473; Ralph Hoare 335
Lynas 335 8418; Alice
Smith 339 4486; Elizabeth West 335

Marcus

MacKenzie,

C. Wheeler,

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the f_n!lnwing new
members who have joined the Socie-

Charles
Riuz-Avila, I & S Hall, P.E. Nairn,
M. Schevarn,
Brookes.

D.

TO MARKET, TO MARKET

THE Fremantle Society is on the move — into new headquarters in Princess Chambers,

The long-awaited event
is the culmination of
many months of
negotiations and at last
gives the Society a place
to develop as a focus
for its members.

There are three large
rooms with a kitchen
and toilet facilities on
either side of a central
passage-way.

Currently the rooms
are in a state of
disrepair,

The committee i5 In-
vestigating methods
and costs for improve-
ment so that all
members can use the
rooms.

One sub-committee
of the Society has been
asked to compile a list
of all of the Society’s

possessions, currently
scattered.

These include a
valuable old trade

union banner and many
fine works of art and
memorabilia. These
will eventually be on
display at the quarters
for members and their

27 Market Street, Fremantle.

friends to peruse while
enjoying a cup of tea or
coffee.

Plans are afoot to
have the headquarters
used also for a restora-
tion advisory bureau to
members ¢on-
templating additions or
alterations to their
homes.

It is likely the offices
will be manned on late
Thursday night shopp-
ing nights and also Sun-
day afternoons so that
Fremantle Society
members can mix and
meet and also gain
valuable knowledge
relating to Fremantle's
history and restora-
tions.

An architect member
of the Fremantle Socie-
ty will sub lease one of
the rooms (and thus
defray our costs) so
that members can vir-
tually attend the head-
guarters most days of
the week.

In fact, if there are
any retired members of
the Fremantle Society

interested in helping
out in a caretaker situa-
tion during working
hours the committee
would like to hear from
them.

The memorabilia will
be augmented by the

steady collection of-

books and magazines
relating to the aims of
the Society and restora-
tion generally.

Moves are also being
made to involve the
Fremantle City Councl
in assisting the Society
to produce top class
brochures on the built-
environment of the
West End and other
historic buildings so
that visitors can use the
Fremantle Society

headquarters as a
tourist base.

This hopefully will
develop into organised
walks of Fremantle for
tourists.

It is expected that the
headquarters will be
operating in about four
to five weeks time dur-
ing wich all necessary
clearing, patching,
painting and furnishing
will be carried out.

In addition the Socie-
ty is lacking furniture
and filing cabinets. If
any member can assist
in any way in this
regard could they con-

tact the Fremantle
Society's vice presi-
dent, Mr Carl Payne

(335 7047) or any other
committee member.

HEADQUARTER’S BUSY BEE

The committee is running a busy bee at the
new headgquarters on Sunday March 28.

This will run from 10.00am to 12.30pm. We
would appreciate the help of as many members as
possible. Reg Gordon (335 8473) will be on hand
to arganise the cleanup.

This is also an opportunity to view the rooms
before their transformation.




SHADES OF THE PAST

RENOVATIONS are currently
proceeding to 87-89 South Terrace,
a single storey brick and iron terrace
opposite the hospital.

The building is being converted
into professional suites.

Some months ago, at the beginn-
ing of the building works, the Socie-
ty had discussions with the
developers on the original architec-
tural details specifically relating to
the reconstruction of the verandah.

At the beginning of the restora-
tion, the brickwork was stripped of
its old paintwork and meticulously
re-pointed.

This promising beginning was
marred by the appearance of a
bullnose verandah roof rather than
the re-building of the original
Sigmoid (flattened S form) roof
shape.

SIGMOID VERANDAH

This was particularly disappoin-
ting considering that the developers,
having removed the corroded iron,
were aware of the correct shape to
reinstate.

There are now only two or three
examples left in Fremantle of this
early verandah roof style.

The small cottages behind the
front terrace are also undergoing
renovations.

Their original verandah roof was
draped (reverse curve or concave
shape) iron — another important ar-
chitectural style preceding bullnose.

DRAPED VERANDAH

The Society hopes that the draped
roof will be reconstructed according
to original details and further hopes
that the developers will see fit to
redress the error at the South Ter-
race frontage.

BULLNOSE VERANDAH

The gquestion of verandah roof
shape should not be governed by
prevailing fashion.

It is an issue of the correct
reconstruction, be it bullnose,
draped or Sigmoid based on careful
historical research.

BULLNOSE
VARIATION

RESTORATION
ADVICE

For many vears the Fremantle
Society has offered a restoration ad-
visory service to its members,

This has operated through the
notification of advisors telephone
riumbers in past issues of “*Freman-
tle™.

Advice has generally been in-
formal and will continue with the
following advisors: Tony Connor
335 6647; Wayne Jacks 335 6474
Carl Payne 335 7047.

This year we will have the added
advantage of the Headquarters pro-
viding a greater focus for such ad-
vice.

It is hoped to expand the list of
advisors and members are invited to
submit names of appropriate peo-
ple.

The ultimate objective would be
to provide fully serviced restoration
advice facilities at the headquarters.

Correct restoration, reconstuc:
tion and additions adds long term
value to a property. This is generally
not the case when such building
operations are poorly conceived anc
carried out.

Adpvice is free to members.



BURKE ON FUTURE

State Opposition Leader, Brian
Burke, in his address to the well ai-
tended quarterly meeting of the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce
in early February, made several
commitments for a future Labor
Government in its first year in of-
fice.

~These pledges will bare
significantly on the future of
Fremantle.,

¢ Fremantle Passenger Railway Ser-
vice Reinstatement

The Society’'s position on the
Passenger Service closure was made
clear to the Premier in a letter from
the President, inst. 31st January
1979 and published in the March
1979 issue of “*Fremantle®’.

The promise to reinstate is seen by
the Fremantle Society as a positive
step for the future of the city.

* Immediate Vesting of Prison to
Council

The future of Fremantle Prison
has been the subject of much debate
for many vears.

This offer is timely and generous
involving as it does an historically
priceless asset.

The Fremantle Concil in the past
has seriously considered the future
of the prison and will be well
prepared to take control.

A report pubished in September
1975, prepared for the Council by
R. McK. Campbell, architect states:

. the real strength of the prison
lies in the visual cohension of the
site as a whole within the City of
Fremantle.

It is hoped that further planning
will involve a wide range of com-
munity and professional participa-
tion. with the Campbell report as a
basis for further discussion.

With this in mind, the committee
urges members to further consider
the issue and to submit ideas for in-
corporation into a Society policy
plan.

® Major Government Offices in
Fremantle

The question of the provision of
major office space within the city
has recently been highlighted by the
Alcoa controversy and in view of
Burke’s commitment to examine
placing a major government office
in Fremantle, a number of impor-
tant issues arise,

FREMANTLE
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Perhaps the two most important
questions for the Society to look at
are the siting of such offices and
their visual impact upon the city.

The West End provides ample op-
portunities for the restoration and
integration of existing and
historically important buildings.

This approach can be combined
successfully with svmpathetic new
infill structures behind these existing
buldings, with attendant upgrading
of services.

The utilisation of vacant sites for
such offices presents a problem of a
different nature.

The City of Fremantle, Town
Planning Scheme No. 3 Interim
Report in Section 20 “*Strategies for
the City’" contains specific conser-
vation and townscape controls for
development of vacant sites. These
controls relate to height, scale,
form, materials and colours of new
buildings. (Page 117-118)

The Society welcomes the Opposi-
tion’s consideration to decentralize
government office services with
resulting enhancement of Freman-
tle’s regional importance.

That would be an important step.
Equally important would be a
development which responds to the
unique architectural problems of
new building works in Fremantle.

-6-

prison gate earlier this century

ORAL HISTORY
GROUP

During this year, we intend to in-
terview at least 30 people who resid-
ed in Fremantle during 1938 as a
contribution to Australia 1788-1988
— A Bicentennial History.

Eight of our group will be active in
this and some of the tapes may be copied
for our own collection.

We feel this will give us valuable ex-
perience and motivate us to seek out in-
terviewees for our own programme.

It 15 our intention to sell tickets for a
Harbour Theatre performance during
August to raise funds for our group.
Details of this activity will be presented
in a later newsletter.

We are looking forward to an active
and enjoyable year.

Alice Smith
Convenor, Oral History Group

MEMBERSHIP
EXPIRY

We would like to remind
members that membership expires
on Ist December each year.,

We have included an invoice with
each ““Fremantle' so that members can
easily renew for 1982,

There has been no fee increase this
year, so rates remain at 38 family, 35 or-
dinary, 32 reduced income and $100
| benefactor,

Please note change of address: PO
Box 198, Fremantle 6160.




"FINANCES ASSURE FUTURE’

by TONY RUTHERFORD

THIS year was — like all others
— a mixed one for the Society.

The real success story was that the
Society's financial affairs were, for
the first time in our existence, put
on a really firm basis.

The Society’s house in Hampton
Road was finally sold in May after a
horrendous series of legal misadven-
tures,

The net proceeds of the sale were
invested in a Westrail loan, and will
guarantee a secure basic income
which will enable us to devote more
of our time and resources to our
proper activities.

Much work was also done in con-
solidating our financial and
membership procedure, and the new
invoicing system brought our best
renewal return ever.

The Society's usual activities pro-
ceeded as usual. Publications were
of varying quality and quantity, but
maintained a decent frequency.

The Photographic Survey Team
continued its work, although in a
fairly low key, and the business of
working with the National Trust
should begin again next vear,

The Oral History group has main-
tained its activities and will shortly
be getting some new and more ade-
quate recording equipment.

Some of this year's social ac-
tivities were very good indeed. The
Fremantle Walk, held once again
during Fremantle Week, was the

-best organised and best attended we
have ever held, due very much to the
efforts of the Oral History Group.

Other activities such as the quiz
night and the music hall evening
were both financially and socially
worthwhile; the Town Hall Dance,
however, was (for reasons beyond
our control) pretty disastrous. Next
year we may have to look at some
new ways of getting together.

The Society made some of its
usual contributions to planning and
conservation issue in 1981,

We were the only organisation to
make a submission to the new Town
Planning Scheme, and our discus-
sions with the planning consultant,
ken Adam, were very stimulating;
we expect a very good scheme to
issue. Various members of the
Society continued to offer to all en-
quiries the usual flow of informal
advice,

On one major issue, the so-called
Alcoa dispute, comment is at this
stage premature.

My position and that of the Com-
mittee has been that our first con-
cern has been to keep Alcoa in
Fremantle, while regretting that
Council allowed planning to reach
the stage at which a commitment to
“high rise’” was irreversible. We
have continued to try to suggest
alternatives to those concerned.

One last matter provides an en-
couraging note on which to end the

year. With our improved finances,
we now find ourselves in the posi-
tion of being able to rent premises to
use as headquarters.

We are negotiating a lease on a set
of rooms in Princess Chambers in
Market Street; they should be ready
for the Society’s use early in the new
year.,

They should provide us with the
focus we have needed for our ac-
tivities for the last few vears, and
put all of our activities on a regular
and reliable basis.

My thanks, lastly, to those people
— both on the Committee and not
— who have helped so much in this
last year, especially to Brian Jef-
fries, our indefatigable Treasurer,
to Sue Rutherford, Lindsay Wyatt,
Alice Smith, Carl Payne, Tony Con-
nor, Baden Pratt, Alyson Hulley-
Jeffries, Ralph Hoare and Wayne
Jacks. .

Most of us, this year more than
most, have continued working for
The Society despite other, con-
siderable personal commitments. |
hope that next year we may be able
to get on to the Committee some
much-needed new blood so that the
good work can be maintained and
improved, _

Tony Rutherford

President

® The above report on 1981 was

delivered to the Society’s Annual

General Meeting on December 2,
1981,

NEW PRESIDENT ELECTED

The committee has met this year
on three occasions: February 17 and
25, and March 4.

At the latter meeting the resigna-
tion of the President, Tony Ruther-
ford was received and the committee
duly elected Baden Pratt to fill the
vacancy.

The Society wishes to thank Tony
for his services as President, over
the past eighteen months.

Baden Pratt is already known as a
Councillor for City Ward., He has

been on the committee for three
years.

Baden is a journalist with 22 years
experience in all Australian States,
Papua New Guinea, and the United
Kingdom. He was Head of Bureay
in the Canberra Press Gallery dur-
ing the Harold Holt, John McEwen,
John Gorton, Billy McMahon,
Gough Whitlam era.

. He has been a senior political
Journalist in WA for 10 years,

Baden lives in Solomon Street,

Fremantle and has a lobbying and

p{ubliﬁ relations business in Freman-
tle.

COVER: The Round House and environs in earl v days.

SOCIETY
RE-POSSESSIONS

An SOS to anyone who can help!

Now that we have our new head-
quarters, we want to gather in all our
possessions. These will eventually be
displayed for the benefit of all members.

If you are minding anything at all
belonging to the Fremantle Society, we
are now ready to relieve vou of same,

Please drop goods in to 22 Holdsworth
3t., or leave a list of things vou
remember, and the committee will
search for them,

Gerda Fowler
3135 4992



ABOVE:
Bullnose verandah on house since demolished,

RIGHT:

An example of a draped verandah in
Woolloomooloo in Sydney.,

LEFT:

No. 8 Lilly St, South Fremantle has recently

had its original draped verandah shape
reconstructed.

RIGHT:

The now demolished Fremantle Post Office in

Cuff Street had a fine striped sigmoid
verandah.




Fremantle’s Precious Coastline

SINCE the developmeni of the
Fishing Boat Harbour earlier this
century, the Fremantle coastline had
remained relatively unchanged for
many years.

The 1979 sesguicentenary celebra-
tions saw the construction of the
Success Harbour complex without
direct consultation with the Freman-
tle community.

The public were denied access to
parts of South Beach which had
been used for previous decades,

Proposals since then continue to
place the Fremantle coastline, from
South Beach north to Leighton
Beach, under development pressure.

LEIGHTON BEACH

PORT BEACH

_‘:;ﬂ
FROPOSED .g:l'{:,
MARINA f .,v:-

0¥
FREMANTLE

FISHING } ,

BOATHARBOUR —

SUCCESS
HARBOUR 2

EXTENSION TO
SUCCESS HARBOUR

This proposal, doubling the
number of pens by extending south
of the present harbour was to con-
sume another section of South
Beach. Fortunately, it did not come
to fruition.

However, the WA Government,
via the Treasury, has given approval
recently to the Fremantle Sailing
Club to build another 261 pens

within the present Success Harbour,
~ Final plans have got Fremantle
City Council approval. Supposedly
no new breakwater walls are re-
quired and no further encroachment
on South Beach is to occur.

Will the complex become over-
saturated and cause further conges-
tion and inconvenience to local
residents?

FISHING BOAT HARBOUR

State Cabinet, without proper
consultation with the Fremantle
Council, has *“approved the concept
of a lease’’ for the establishment of
further facilities for the Fishing
Boat Harbour,

The area is a popular tourist at-
traction and increased facilities are
long overdue. In this regard, Coun-
cil has instigated studies of the har-
bour and environs. The northern
side is close to a number of sensitive
historic and recreational amenities
including the Roundhouse, the Pot-
tery Workshop, the Maritime
Museum, the Esplanade Reserve

and the built environment of the
West End.

For how much longer will State
Cabinet continue to disregard local
planning processes and community
consultation?

PROPOSED PUBLIC NORTH
MOLE MARINA

Marina Developments Interna-
tional have submitted a study pro-
posal to the Council which will ex-
amine the establishment of a 500
berth pleasure craft marina and
asociated facilities on the northern
side of the North Mole.

The Society trusts that the study
will examine the effects of increased
trailer traffic and resulting vehicular
congestion and the effects of mass
power boat movement in an area of
water immediately adjacent to the
popular Port and Leighton beaches.

Will Marina Developments Inter-
naitonal request community com-
ments and submissions during the
conduct of the study?

The Fremantle Society has receiv-
ed a letter from South Street
residents urging our help in stopping
the planned widening of the street
immediately east of Hampton
Road. The widening would take
about a metre from each grass
verge, resulting in the removal of
several fine old trees.

SOUTH STREET WIDENING
PROPOSAL

The Fremantle Society asks: Does
the present width of South Street at
this location present an obstacle to
safe traffic flow? Does the ““overall
strategy’’ of ‘‘rationalising’ it's
width consider the existing trees?
Can a viable alternative to the pre-
sent plan be negotiated in consulta-
tion with the residents?

i THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY
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INVITES YOU TO A

QUIZ NIGHT

TO BE HELD ON
APRIL 19th 1982 AT 8.00pm

«te CLEOPATRA H

24 HIGH STREET FREMANTLE
TICKETS: $2.50 PER PERSON AVAILABLE FROM

ALYSON HULLEY-JEFFRIES ON 335 4202
Tea & Coffee and Sandwiches are available
DRINKS WILL BE ON SALE AT THE BAR

TEL



Feprice t’_‘_ An Invitation From
2 ﬁ-e. e The Fremantle City Council

FOY*F

Nominate your Favourite
Develupn"ient Project
or

THE
FREMANTLE
AWARD

Following the successful introduction of the
FREMANTLE AWARDS on Fremantle Day 1980, and
1981 the City Council invites nnminatiﬂns for the 1982
Awards.

Any development project within the Municipality
which enriches the City in terms of attractiveness,
usefulness, conservation of existing resources,
consideration for neighbouring activities, or skill
in planning and construction may be nominated.

Nominated projects should be complete and
in use, but may be:
old buildings or new;
big or little;
dwellings, shops, ofhces,
factories, interiors;
parks, open spaces, private gardans.

Anybody can nominate any project. Nomination
forms are available from the Administration
Officer, Phil Rob, at the Civic Administration
Centre, Kings Square. Telephone 335 6422.

Nominations close on the 26th of March, 1982

Nominations will be assessed by a broadly-based
jury of Fremantle people. The Awards will be
presented on Fremantle Day, Friday the 30th of April,
1982.



