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Comm;mity Reétoration
of Winter House

Many members will have seen the
article in the Fremantle Gazette,
Vol.e,Issue 24,

on  page | headlined  "HISTORIC

COTTAGE TO BE SAVED"
For those members not in the Fremantle
Gazette area, we re-print the article
below.

..'The four year saga of destroy-or

-restore over Winter House in North
Fremantle has ended with the Fremantle
City Council voting to allow restoration
of the historic cottage.

Work to bring the cottage back to its

former state will be done by the
Fremantle Society as a community
service.

When completed the cottage will be

used as an out-of-school day care

centre and fill a much-needed service in

North Fremantle.

Winter House in Johannah Street has

been deteriorating gradually for several
Cont. P3



w:«_' The Fremantle Society Inc.
" ﬁ The Aims of the Society

* To give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.
o Hlmuragc the improvement of the Fremantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-

taining its unique character.

* Encourage the reiention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.
* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards

and serves the'long term interests of the area.

* Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

COMMITTEE FOR 1982 NEW MEMBERS

President: Baden Pratt 335 2496 _ Secretary: (Interim) Alyson The Society is pleased to
(W) 335 9358 (H). Hulley-Jeffries 335 4202 (H) velcome  the — following

Committee Members: Reg Gordon e !
Vice President: Carl Payne 335 335 8473: Ralgh Hoare 3g35 gy, NEW members: Mr. K. Gatti

7047 (H) Joy Lz,rnas 335

418:; Alice Smith 339 R. & L. Reece; Dr. A.D.

4486; Elizabeth West 335 7275; Fred ~ Stewart; Mrs, V. Heaney;
Treasurer: Brian Jeffries 3354202  Watson 335 1116: Ken Jackson 335  Mrs P. Cattalini

(H) 1502

The Secret Society ?

The letter in this issue, from a
frustrated member underlies a criticism
of the Society that is not new,

At various times over Its ten yeal
history, the problem of Committee /[
Membership communication has arisen.

[t is never an easy one to resolve.

A large proportion of the membership
view their subscription as a contribution
to a body they wish to support because
they agree with Its general aims and
policies. They are happy to receive a
newsletter and to take no active part in
the running of the Society. They are
the backbone of the Fremantle Society
and we could not exist without them,
Another group actively support many of
the social activities, providing a visible
membership base to the 3Society and
generating further Society funds. Other
members, eager to involve themselves In
the management and instigation of
Society policy, and happy to follow that
up with the considerable donation of
time and energy required, nominate
themselves for Committee, The
committee of the Fremantle DSociety
meets on the first Wednesday of each
month at the Society rooms at 27
Market Street.

The  meetings are open to the

membership and all members are very
welcome to attend, The Committee is
currently attempting to further increase
the information flow to the membership

1 The list of Fremantle Society
acquisitions currently being
prepared by Gerda Fowler will be
the first complete record of all
the possessions of the 3ociety.
This will be a wvaluable list for
many reasons. One of these is
that the important reference texts
and photographs etc. held by the
Society will become available to
members in the near future,

This issue contains the interim list.

2 Committee member Liz West has
been charged with the preparation
of a seminar to be held at the
Society rooms on Sunday August
22nd, The ' convenors of the
various Sub-committees will be on
hand to explain in some detail the
aims and activities of their
committees. Further information
will be issued on the details of
this seminar.

In these and other ways the Committee
hopes to dispel for good the notion
amongst some Society members that they
are denled access to the activities and
decision - making processes of the
Fremantle Society.
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Winter House Cont.

years after being constantly vandalised.
The Fremantle City Council was forced
to erect a safety wire fence around the
building to keep out vandals and to
make the area safe from people being
injured while looking at the building.

Some Councillors believed the building
should have been demolished and
replaced by a transportable building to

service the out-of-school, day-care
children.
It was at this stage the Fremantle

Society entered the scene.

Fremantle Society vice president, Carl
Payne, told the Fremantle Gazette that
several of the Society's architects and
builders were totally opposed to
demolition of the historic building.

'We got together and did a complete
cost-study of the restoration. What we
didn't know was that the Fremantle
City Council was doing its own sums -
both for restoration and for a

transportable,’ he said.

'When we submitted our figure to the
Council it was pleasing to see that the
Fremantle Society figure was lower than

any ot the other options.

'It was then that we realised that the
cheapest cost to ratepayers would be for
restoration, so we pressed ahead with the

concept with the full support of the
executive committee of the Fremantle
Society,

'At a subsequent meeting, the Fremantle
Society decided to fully endorse the
moves and to attempt to make the
restoration a community project,' he said.

The Fremantle Society has already
compiled site drawings and a schedule of
work, and has appointed a liaison person
to work with the Fremantle City Council
and the Fremantle Society. That person
is Fremantle Society member and former
Fremantle City Councillor, Mr. Fred
Watson.

Debate over Winter House has been going
on for several years.

Many varied options have been considered
by the Fremantle City Council but none
have come to fruition.

Work will start on the restoration
shortly.
The Council has placed an amount of

$28,710.00 (plus professional fees) on the
preliminary estimates for 1982/83.
Cont. P4
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WINTER HOUSE : - VICTIM OF NEGLECT AND VANDALISM
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Winter House Cont.

The Fremantle Society president DBaden
Pratt said today that the Society hoped
to approach a variety of people to assist
with the restoration.

'"'We have drawn up a schedule to
approach paint distributors, timber
companies and others to appeal to them
for assistance in defraying the overall
cost of the restoration, ' he said.

'It is hoped that those people who assist
will receive publicity to compensate them
for their donations and also that a
plaque will be erected, at completion of
the work, for permanent display to the
thousands of people who may see Winter
House when it is completed,' he said.

The Fremantle Society hopes that the
restoration will be finished in a six to
eight week time span, depending on
weather conditions and money allocations.
The Fremantle City Council has prepared
a preliminary report on works required to
be done immediately to prevent further
deterioration of the building.

Winter House is a property owned by the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
which is leased to the Fremantle City
Council on a 21 year time span.

Approval for the work will have 1o be
given by the MRPA, but as it falls
within the category of 'uses allowed", it
is expected to be given the go ahead.
Fremantle Society president, Baden Pratt
said that the opportunity to: restore
Winter House was a case of -either
biting the bullet or letting demolition
take place.

Sub-contractors and tradesmen
recommended by the Fremantle Society
will work on the restoration.” R R

Sub-contractors and  tradesmen  are
currently being organised. We are
delighted to report that the following
firms and tradesmen are providing the
Society with substantial reductions in
costs of labour and/or materials towards
the restoration : Raffles Paints Pty.
Ltd., Komplete Roofing Service;
Recycled Brick Cleaning Company; H.B.
Brady Pty. Ltd; Lite-Ceil Plaster
Works; Tony Granerl - Trueline
Tuckpointing.

i

Siteworks Commence

Site works commenced on Monday July
19th with the demolition of the remains
of the verandahs and rear skillion.
Photographs of both the inside and
outside of the cottage were taken
before the commencement of the
restoration.

These combined with measured drawings
of the house and descriptive text, will
hopefully produce @ document of
considerable interest and educational
use,

Enjoy a Goo& Cm.nedy?

Profits from the Harbour Theatre's
performance, on Tuesday August 17th of
"Baok of the Month" by Basil Thomas,
will -+ benefit your oral history group.
$4.00 includes supper and programme.

For tickets please ring 335 4992 or

335 6437

PIFT Film Night

The Activities Sub-Committee has
organised what promises to be an
excellent evening on Sunday lst August.
Three films have been arranged for the
evening. The first two are short
feature films relating to conservation
and restoration in Australian Cities.
After a short interval, we are screening
the hilarious French farce "La Cage
Aux Folles". Tickets are $55.00, which
includes cake, port and coffee served
after the main feature.
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Fremantle Progressive

On the evening of Saturday the 26th
June, the Society held a very successful
Progressive Dinner. Pre-Dinner drinks
were at Robin O'Byrne's East Fremantle
home with Entrees following in Celin and
Maree Scott's home in Bateman Street.
[t was then on to the Federal Hotel for
the Main Course, with the evening
finishing at the Cliff Street home of Liz

and Peter West for Desert, Port and
Cotfee,
The numbers were necessarily restricted

to 350 people. This restriction, combined
with the 330.00 for a double ticket, was
criticised by some members of the
Society as not catering for the majority
of members.

The issue was fully discussed by the
Committee before the detailed planning
for the evening commenced. The
following conclusions in favour of the

Dinner proceeding were reached :
a)  The Activities Committee organises
some 9 or 10 functions for members

per year.

Photographic Survey

Tt ] - 58

The Society's Photographic Survey
Sub-Committee continues its valuable
work. In the next week or two, they
will be meeting with members of the
National Trust of Australia (W.A.) Built
Environment Assessment Team, to
discuss and present over 80 Fremantle
houses for listing as Classified on
Trust's Register.
Their further aim is to prepare two sets
of maps, based on working maps prepared
over the last eighteen months. One set
of maps will clearly show the Classif-
ications of all buildings in the Fremantle
area of study.

the

These classifications

b)  These are diverse, ranging from
Film Evenings, Housing Inspections,
Fremantle Walks to the Annual
Dance.

c)  Many other evenings are restricted,
as was the Dinner, simply by the
limits of the particular venue. For
example : Film Evenings and Quiz
Nights,

d) Few members are interested in
going to all activities. The
Activities Sub-Committee therefore
attempts as wide a range of
functions as seems desirable.

e} The evening was at the particular
request of several members. The
Sub-Committee will always attempt
to incorporate the ideas of members
when compiling the years activities.

FOOTNOTE .

As it happens, the restriction was not
necessary. 4& Society members and
friends enjoyed a quite different and

very successful evening.

il i

relate to the age

and present condition of the building.

The top category is those Fremantle
buildings already classified by the
National Trust. The second category

contains buildings the Society assessment
team believes are worthy of classification
immediately. The third category contains
important buildings which require some
restoration before classification can be

considered. A further category includes
buildings of important and distinct
architectural importance which are not

part of the vernacular 'Fremantle style'
belonging to the 19th Century. P&
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The second set of maps
~lassifications as assessed by the National
Trust, the Australian Heritage
Commission, the Fremantle Council or
any other body which has established a
relevant classification process in order to
contribute to the long term protection of
Fremantle's historic buildings.

The completed set of photographs is
approximately 5000 in number,

—

will show [

L L]

Printing Error
Due to a printing error, the headings on
page & of the last issue of "Fremantle"
were transposed. We apologise for any
confusion which may have been caused
and hope that the handwritten note
helped to minimise the problem,

W

Fremantle Society Film Show
PIFT 7pm Sun. August 1

“La Cage Aux Folles 1"

An outrageously funny French comedy!
Followed by

‘ Cake with Coffee and Port
Tickets $5 including Supper
ring
Marie Scott Diane Payne
335 8750 335 7047
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Register of the National Estate

Following the publication of the
Government Gazette of March 30, 1982,
the Freinantle Society wrote the
following letter to the Director of the
Australian Heritage Commission. Members
may like to refer to their copy of
"Fremantle" Vol. 10. No. 1

Our Letter

"Dear Sir

The Fremantle Society has been actively
involved in the areas of conservation and
restoration since its inception in 1972,

time we have met regularly
with the National Trust (W.A.) and have
been delighted to see many Fremantle
buildings classified as a result of these
meetings.

Consequently, i1t was pleasing to note the

During this

presence of a significant number of
Fremantle buildings in the 5chedule
published in the Government Gazette,

March 30, 1982, for proposed inclusion in
the Register of the National Estate.

May we make two comments in relation
to buildings contained in the S5Schedule:

A Unfortunately, Nos. 166, 1638, 170
High Street were demolished on the
very day the Schedule was published
in the Gazette. A long battle had
been fought to save the cottages.

their inclusion in the
Schedule  possibly provided the
final impetus for their demolition,
instead of giving them the
protection such a declaration
should. The need for a continuous
campaign for effective Heritage
Legislation was depressingly
highlighted.

Ironically,

B The developers responsible for the
renovations to the Terrace Houses

and Shop, 79-85, R7-89, Rear 87-89
and Rear 91-92, South Terrace met
with the Society's Restoration
Advisory Sub-Committee during the
planning stages period.

Aspects of the restoration were
discussed and photographs of the
buildings in their original condition
early this century were tabled for
their guidance.

We have been dismayed to observe that:

i The original sigmoid - shaped
corrugated iron verandah on the
South Terrace houses Was
discarded In favour of the

currently fashionable bullnose.

1 The original draped corrugated iron
verandah on the rear cottages was
discarded, again in favour of the

bullnose.

i The bullnose-shaped verandah
flashing, now deeply cut into the
brickwall, provides a false clue

for future generations of restorers.

iv Verandah post detail and
decoration is incorrect.

Vv Internal fireplace mantels have
been removed and the fireplaces

bricked up.
vi Ceiling cornice detail is incorrect.

Further,  there are a number of minor
inaccuracies.

However, those mentioned above,
particularly relating to verandahs,
transform the original character of the
buildings and significantly alter the
streetscape.

The Fremantle Society welcomes the
inclusion off these significant early

buildings in the Schedule for Inclusion in
the National Estate Register,

However, we strongly urge the recording
by the Heritage Commission of the
above incorrect details, in order that
future rectification may be possible and

seen as desirable.” Reply P8
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Their Reply

Mr. Carl Payne
Vice-President

The Fremantle Society Inc.,
P.O. Box 82

NORTH FREMANTLE W.A. 6159
Dear Mr. Payne
Thank you for your letter of 29 June

1982 concerning the demolished houses in
High Street and the renovations of the
group at 79-93 South Terrace.

The Commission was concerned at the
circumstances surrounding the demolition
of 166-70 High Street and [ took the
liberty of circulating an article from the

May issue of 'Fremantle' to all
Commissioners to provide background
information on the matter.

It is regrettable that the developers
renovating the South Terrace houses and
shop failed to restore the buildings
faithfully. The incorrect details listed in
your letter have been recorded in our
files. T have noted that your Society has
photographs of the buildings in their
original condition, These would be
invaluable in any future attempt to
return the buildings to that condition.

Thank you again for your letter.
Yours sincerely

MAX BOURKE
Director

Society
Property and
Acquisitions

There has been some response to the
request in the May issue of "Fremantle"
for the return of "good and chattels"

belonging to the Society.

A full list is currently being prepared.
Listed below are a few things that have
not yet come to light {and there may be
morel):

1 tape Recorder SONY Model T.C. 15.

l Mens silver plated dressing table
set.
l "The Western Gateway" (A history

of Fremantle) by John K. Ewers.

2 Framed photographs of groups of
cyclists and their machines,
featuring many well known members
of the Fremantle Cyclist Club,
going back to the early part of the
Century.

The Society recently acquired the

following items from the Manning Estate,
Two framed oil paintings by Mrs. Frances
McDaniell :

SOCIETY
RE-POSSESSIONS

An 50S to anyone who can help!

Mow that we have our new head- search for them.
quarters, we want 1o gather in all our
possessions. These will eventually be
displayed for the benefit of all members.
e T e e e ey

e ———
If you are minding anything at all

belonging to the Fremantle Society, we

are now ready to relieve you of same.

Please drop goods in to 22 Holdsworth
St., cor leave a list of things you
remember, and the committee will

CGerda Fowler

135 4992 |

| Davilak - Manning family home.
i Painting of car, taken from print
taken in 1908. Approach has been

made to the W.A. Museum to
establish correct make of car.

Also received were
A pair of metal
In case;
3 spectacle frames;
embroidered lace pillowslips;
2 Cotton cushion covers (white):
/ Baby bonnets;
| Camisole and drawers:
2 Lace edged collars;
| two piece mens
bathers, red trim; and
I Bathing trunk with white belt -
black woollens;

framed spectacles

black woollen

We have approached the W.A. Museum
about conservation of the above
materials. These goods may be submitted
to the Museum for their assessment.
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Letter to the Society

The following letter was received from
a member recently. We reprint it in
full with our reply.

A REPLY TO THE RED DOT

I joined a few years ago. It was six
months after paying my money before |

heard anything else - then a newsletter
turned wup. Not an encouraging start.
Newsletters have kept coming, even
though [ have not maintained membership
payment.

The newsletters tell of various
committees that apparently meet In
secret. There seems to be only one

meeting a year for the ordinary member,
A few other events are held, but usually
[ am either wunable to attend or
disinterested.

[ did take part in one activity that
resulted in me joining the Local Plants
Group, of which I am now an active
member. 30 joining the Freo Society was
worthwhile.

The newsletter has too much criticism of
architectural ' activities carried out by
non - members (The Council, private
developers, home owners). A society is
more than a collection of buildings.

Most home owners are mainly interested
in their home as somewhere to live.
Most do not have an over-riding interest
in. architectural history. Most are not
architects and lawyers with large
quantities of money.

I bought an old stone house that most
people would have thought was a
demolition job. It is now a comfortable
house: for me to live in - and any
members are welcome to have a look at
its [ did not have it restored. Not
having the money to indulge in my
architectural fantasies, 1 just got it
repaired by the lowest quote.

1 don't think you need worry about
membership and Freo houses. The Town
15 being taken over by rich trendies who
just love those gorgeous old houses (27
Wray Ave.?!). The working class is being
forced out by high rents and prices. The

aspiring middle class aspires to
Booragoon.

I hope these comments give some ideas
on why some members don't renew,

especially in the 6163 post code area.
Yours in good faith

Mr. B.
HILTON
26/ 5-32"

Dear Mr. B

Thank you for your letter of the 26th
of May. |1 have taken the points that
you raised quite seriously and as such,
highlighted your Iletter as a discussion
item at a recent committee meeting. |
have been instructed by the committee
to reply , and in doing so, make the
following comments :

1 You joined the Society in October

1979 and therefore were deemed
financial until the beginning of the
1981 financial year.
We normally give members one
year or so grace if they do not
renew, as a good number either do
not renew through oversight or
change their minds and rejoin for
other reasons. Overall we find we
have a pgood response to arrears
invoicing. As for your first
newsletter arriving 6 months after
you joined - vyes, that may well
have been the case. However, we
would venture to suggest that from
~mid 1980 onwards the newsletters
have been published at a
commendable frequency albeit of a
variable quality. In many ways,
this reflected availability of
finance, labour and experience,
especially in 1979, 80 and 8l.

7, The fact that the newsletters
report on the activities of the
various sub-committees must be
seen as testimony to thier
non-secrecy. In fact the
Fremantle Society is now regarded

Cont, P10
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as being more "open" than at any
time in its history. There are two

sides to the coin. On the one
hand, the committee and the
CONvVenors of the Various
sub-committees are continually
frustrated by the lack of
involvement in Society affairs by
the membership at large. On the

other hand, many meinbers complain
of having indicated interest in
assisting in Society affairs but not
being asked to participate,.
Certainly, all new members who
indicate interest have names passed

on to the relevant sub- committee
CONVEenors. There is no doubt that
a communication gap exists and

letter has played a part in
catalysing  action. The  sub-
committee convenors have been
instructed by committee to contact
all members who indicate interest
and perhaps even more importantly,
the committee has decided to
organise a "seminar"/"teach in" or
whatever it might be called which,
by personal contact, 15 hoped to
bring the committee and membership
closer together. Details of this are
to be published in the next
newsletter.

your

It is agreed that most homeowners
do not have an overriding interest
in architectural history. Then again
neither does the Fremantle Society
as such. The objectives of the
Society are quite well known, they
are. periodically restated in the
newsletter and they occupy the top
half of the membership application
form.

Commentary on architecture,
restoration, town planning and so on
are all clearly consistent with & out
of 5 of the Society's objectives. If
the newletter s perceived as
concentrating too much on these
areas then both the committee and
the editor would welcome

alternative contributions.

Page

The
interests of most of the people who

.‘_'l-

10

currently give their time to getting
a newsletter out happen to be in
these areas. There is no example
in living memory of a contribution
to the newsletter being rejected for
any reason.

The point about the working class
being forced out of Fremantle by
high prices and rents is a valid one.
The character of a place like
Fremantle is as much concerned
with people as it is with buildings.

The changing social fabric of
Fremantle is of considerable
concern to the Society. The same
sort of thing has happened in

Melbourne and Sydney over the last

10 - 15 vyears. In simple terms
there is nothing that can be done
to .arrest. suc changes without
massive government and financial

input. The Fremantle Society
feels a certain helplessness in
observing the trend as must do the
Council and the major political
parties who play a part in shaping
public opinion in Fremantle.

The points about architects,
lawyers and trendies must be taken
as pgeneralisations. The comment
about the Wray Avenue house in
particular however is, unfair, the
owners, having lived in the
Fremantle area for over ten vears
to our knowledge, are neither rich
nor trendy. « What they do have of
course Is a certain flair,
particularly  applicable to  the
restoration of a Victorian Goldrush
residence, which won them a 1982
Fremantle Award.

The last point which we wish to
address is the subject of
restoration. Whilst we agree that

a lot of people are only interested
in  their home as somewhere to
live, we make the point that a lot
are also interested in their house
for other reasons. In Fremantle,
and other older areas, people
have the opportunity to play a

Cont. P11



From P10

part in the conservation of the
built environment by considering
their house as something other
than a place simply in which to
live. These are the sort of people
who join organisations such as the
Fremantle Society or the North
Perth Society. In simple terms,
does it cost significantly more to

restore a typical Fremantle house
than to '"do it up"? Qur
experience suggests not, but we
feel that we know what Is

ultimately better for the Fremantle
environment in particular and for
national heritage at large.

In conclusion, we again thank you for
your letter as it is valuable feedback to
us. It has addressed several areas that
we acknowledge require our attention
and it has been a worthwhile exercise
for us. 5o much so that we intend to
publish your letter (anonymously of
course) and our reply in the next
newsletter. Although' not explicitly
stated in your letter, we accept your
resignation with regret.

Yours faithfully

B. JEFFRIES
HONORARY TREASURER

Fremantle Tourism

Many 5Society members will have noticed
the recent articles in the Fremantle
Gazette concerning future tourist
promotion in W.A, and the implications
for Fremantle.

The State  Governments  'Value of
Tourism' campaign aims to double the
economic value of the industry in five
years. That suggests an annual turnover
in the region of $2000 million in the
very near future,

tourism 15
Centre in Perth,

Fremantle
Travel

served by the
which services

Page

the entire metropolitan area. It may be
that the special attraction and needs of
Fremantle would be better served by the
formation of a 'Tourist Promotion'
committee in Fremantle.

In line with that view, a meeting has
been called for Tuesday, August 3 at &
p-m. It will be held at the room of the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, 16
Phillimore Street and will feature an
audio-visual presentation on the benefits
accruing from active participation in the
tourist industry. As well, an officer
from the Department of Tourism will give

a talk outlining procedures for
establishing a local tourist promotion
committee.

It is important that the Fremantle
Society 1s Involved. As we have
emphasized many times, the tourist
potential of Fremantle must be seen

within the parameters of a unique and
relatively intact Victorian port city.

This view will not inhibit new
development, but rather ensure Iits
compatability with the existing fabric of
the city.

We urge all interested members to attend
the August 3 meeting. As  well
submissions and ideas on this vital matter
are required by the Society committee, In
order that a representative society
document on tourism can be developed.

All members will have views and ideas.

Let us have them today.

GARAGE SALE
Sun. 12 Sept.
1-4 pm
22 Wesley St. S. Frem

| for details ring
3357047
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