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Street,

contatrung the Fremantle 3ociety Rooms.
The Building, unlike today, s unpainted
brickwork and 1s complete with its
original bull-nose verandah,

The above photograph shows
Fremantle Post Office in Market
near the turn of the Century.

The three storey building, next but one
to the Post Qffice, i1s Princess Chambers,

1984 AND BEYOND?

The 1932-33 Apnual General Meeting

Later in the meeting the Society's future

(which requires a quorum of 20 members)
held on December Ist, 1982, was
attended by a mere 25 members, some of
whom were '"rounded up" to obtain a
quorum so -that the meeting could
proceed.

Momentarily, the future wiability of the
Society hung in the balance!

again sat precariously, when nominations
for OQfficers were called. After
numerous nominations and an equal
number of withdrawals, the office of
President was not filled.

Constitutionally, the  President  must
convene the first Committee Meeting for
the next Society year. It 15 obwvious
therefore, that without a President, the



o The Fremantle Society Inc.
oW & The Aims of the Society

* Togive responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.

* Encourage the improvement of the Fremantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-
fammg s unique character,

* bFncourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.

* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards
and serves the long term interests of the area.

* Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

COMMITTEE Sub Committee
FOR 1983 Convenors

President :  Peter West 335 7275 (H) ORAL HISTORY :

Vice Pres. i Carl Payne 335 7047 () | DHce Smith 339 4486 (H)
PHOTOGRAPHIC :
Treasurer : Brian Jeffries
339 6051 (H) Tony Connor 335 6647 (H)

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES :
335 g473 () | Executive Committee via 335 8473

PUBLICATIONS :

Secretary : Reg Gordon

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Alice Smith 339 uase on || <2 Bayne oL i
Ken Jackson 339 1502 (H) E';g”ggfi; foc Lins 10
Baden Pratt 335 9358 (H) PROJECTS :

Marie Scott 335 8750 (H) Peter West (President) 335 7275 (H)
Sue Lovell 335 4863 (H) HEADQUARTERS MANAGEMENT :

P e Peter West (President) 335 7275 (H)

NEW MEMBERS

The 5ociety 15 pleased to welcome the following new members :

Mrs. Margaret McCreery; Mr. G. Generowicz; Mrs. K. Generowicz; Mrs, Edna Steel;
Mr. Bob Knight and Mrs Nadine Knight; Mrs. Patricia Meldrum; Mr. Simon Stokes;
Patricia Brook; Mr. S. Cann and Mrs. F. Cann.

Editor - the result of a minor altercation

DeIHYEd lssue N0-3 with a public roadway -, the attentions
66 99 and energies of the Publications Sub-

Of Fremantle Committee, doubling as they do as the

Planning Sub-Committee, have been
This 1ssue is some four weeks overdue taken up by the Parry Street Extension
and for this we apologise. A  brief issue.
explanation : Members should read "1984 AND

Apart from a recently incapacitated BEYQND".
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1984 And Beyond?
Continued...

Committee cannot be duly constituted
and empowered to act.

In practical terms, an unconstituted
committee could caretake the organisation
in a hibernation sense, however, the
Society would be effectively inactive.

However, the pendulum swung back when
Peter West nominated and was duly
elected unopposed for the 1982/83 year.

At that same meeting the newly elected
Treasurer, Brian Jeffries, gave notice
that he would not be continuing in that
role beyond the 1983/8% Annual General
Meeting.

During the year, the Vice President, Carl
Payne, and the Secretary, Reg Gordon
gave notice to the Committee that they
also would not be continuing in their
respective roles into 1983/84,

Presently, the
himself and his
transfer from here

President 15 preparing
family for a work
to Melbourne and so

the Committee and the Society will be
one officer short for the rest of the
year,

The Society's constitution and rules

provide for four officers and up to nine
Committee members elected at each
A.G.M. and the Committee has the
prerogative to co-opt an additional three
members by majority vote. However, the
last A.G.M. elected only Seven
Committee members and no co-options
have occured since.

The next A.G.M.
for the 3ociety.

will be a crucial one
Not only must we have
a larger and more representative
attendance at that meeting, but also
capable individuals to nominate to carry
on the work of the Society.

At the last Committee meeting some
officers indicated a willingness to change

their minds about re-nominating at the
end of the year, although this may not
be the case beyond 1984,

The Society has now been in existence
for almost eleven years and if it is to
survive into the 1990's, more members
will have to be prepared to pick up the
cudgel.

The battle to ensure the preservation of
Fremantle's heritage has only just begun.
Contrary to the belief of many people,
including members, Fremantle 15 not
"safe" from the ravages of insensitive
demolition and  development. The
bestowal of the Pacific' Area Travel
Award for Tourism is NOT an automatic
safeguard mechanism. Local authorities
cannot refuse an application for
demolition approval, no 5tate or Federal
Government statutes contain preservation
protection regulations and the Australian
Heritage Commission has no  powers
beyond classification and recording of the
National Estate.

In W.A. we have no equvalents ol the
UK. National Trust Acts or the U.S
Taxation subsidy acts for the preservation
and maintenance of our built and natural
heritage.

would be
from any

Consequently, the Committee
ecstatically pleased to hear
members who may be interested n
pursuing a more active role in the
Society's affairs. Co-option is available
and this would enable such members to
observe and absorb the duties of officers,
the  procedures for Committee and
General Meetings, the manner of keeping
Society records, the management of the
Society Rooms and the range of Society
activities.

Such experience could be wviewed as an
exercise in understudy.

Interested members should contact the
Vice President, Carl Payne, on 335 7047;
the Secretary, Reg Gordon on 335 3473;
or the Treasurer, Brian Jeffries on
339 6051,
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PROPOSED PARRY STREET
EXTENSION:

- Affecting Future Fremantle?

The i1dea for a new inner city road was

first proposed many years ago.

The Fremantle Society viewpoint was
first stated 1n .its planning document
"Future Fremantle" published in MNovember
1978. It stated :

"Parry Street By-Pass (referred to
as Parry Street Extension since
1980) has certain apparent
advantages as, for example,
providing an inner-city ring road
system linking through to the West
End and Phillimore Street.
However, it would appear to provide
a barrier to the Gaol and other
areas. The proposal needs to be
seriously re-examined and 15 seen as
a last resort strategy."

The issue was given new impetus in 1979
with the publication of the Fremantle
Sub-Regional Centre Study, prepared by
Ralph Stanton Planners in association
with Kinhill Planmng Pty. Ltd, That
report detailed four options for a revised

central area road system. The latter
option was the Parry 5treet option
comprised of three alternatives as

tilustrated below.

In March 1980, the Society's journal
"Fremantle” (Vol. 8, No. 1, Pp &-7)
examined the Parry Street option. In

particular the following was stated :

"Option 4A demolishes important
houses in Parry and Holdsworth
Streets. For this reason alone it
cannot be considered. Option &C
proposes to tunnel  underneath
Fremantle Owal - surely not a
serious plan. Option 4B 15 the only
plan to stand  closer scrutiny.
However, it demolishes the cottage

next to the Markets and would cut
across the "Farmers Market" behind

the Main Market building. The
area between Fremantle  Oval
Grandstand and the Markets has
£normous potential for passive
recreation development, and as an
extension of the Markets
themselves. Options &A and 4B

claim this land".

The same article declared the Society's
then position, ViZ.,

"We favour the early temporary
closure of the four streets adjoining
Kings Square (sic). Traffic reaction
can then be observed. Such a
policy is quick and inexpensive. We
believe that most inner city traffic
is there because it wants to be.
New traffic patterns on remaining
roads would quickly emerge.
Certainly nothing irreversible should
be contemplated until much more
information 15 collected".

At its meeting on the [8th April 1933,
the Fremantle City Council endorsed the
Roads and Reserves Standing Committee's
recommendations re item 681, PARRY
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STREET EXTENSION (S.F. PARRY
STREET AND 7.3.1.1.). This was :
"g8l a THAT the Main Roads

Department conditions for
funding of Parry Street
(a) to (g) inclusive, be
accepted.

b THAT condition (h) be
altered to be a parking
prohibition along the
total length between
Holdsworth  Street and
South Terrace, except at

locations required to be
No Standing wunder the
Road Traffic Code, i.e.,
intersections."

This decision effectively adopts option 4B
of the Fremantle 5ub-Regional Centre
Study.

On May 3rd, the Planning Sub-Committee
of the Society began meeting to consider
the implications of this decision and any
possible alternatives,

A  position statement based on the
previously stated planning document was
prepared as the basis of a deputation by
the Planning Sub-Committee to the
Planning and Development Officer of the
City Council,

The conclusion of the submission was as
follows :

"The Planning Sub-Committee of the
Fremantle Society strongly believes

that @

1 The proposed Parry Street
Extension should not be
constructed;

2 Adelaide Street from Queen
Street to the Mall; and

William Street, from the Mall
to Newman Street, should be
immediately closed to
vehicular traffic.

Such a proposal can be implemented

quickly and inexpensively. We
believe that existing inner city
roads will adequately cater for
through traffic needs as new

movement patterns emerge.

We re-affirm the statement of
March 1980, that no major
irreversible road construction which
seriously reduces future planning
options based on the concept of
Fremantle as a "pedestrian" city,
should be contemplated."

The deputation lasted for two hours and
it became clear that it would be very
difficult to reverse or alter Council's
decision, even given that the extension
was stated to be based on intuitive
planning. On being given access to
traffic flow figures the Planning Sub-
Committee decided to re-examine the
issue,

Subsequently, members of the Sub-Committee

walked the full length of the site of the
proposed extension.

R - L
This photograph shows the area affected
by part of the Parry S5treet Extension.

The new road will cut through a precinct
of untold historical importance, in a city

being proposed for entry on the World
Heritage List.

The seeming dilemma that the Sub-
Committee faced was that its pedestrian-
Isation proposal for 5t. John's Square had
not yet definitely examined the attendant

problem of traffic movement and vehicle
destination points.
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Meanwhile, the issue broadsided into the
pages of the "Fremantle Gazette" and
hardly a week went by during June and
July without an article and/or letters to
the Editor on the Extension proposal.

An - action group, called the "Citizens
Committee”, was quickly formed by a
number of local architects and concerned

citizens, including two financial members
of the Society, to lobby Council against
the proposal,

At this stage a public information
vacuum: existed, and the Editor of the
"Fremantle Gazette" approached officers
of  the ' Society to «contribute to the
public forum on the issue,

On June lst, the Planning 3Sub-Committee
had a statement printed on page 11 of
the "Fremantle Gazette" under the title
"The Parry 5Street Debate" which said :
ee e ee
"...The (Fremantle City Council) document
'Fremantle in the Year 2000' states that
St. John's square is the 'heart of the
City - Church, Town Hall, trees, lawns,
paving, barrows, people and no traffic
made possible by the Parry Street
Extension'.
An important question arises from this
statement.
IS THE PEDESTRIANISATION OF S§T.
JOHN'S SOQUARE, WITH EFFECTIVE
UTILIZATION OF PERIPHERAL CAR
PARKS, A POSSIBILITY WITHOUT THE
PARRY STREET EXTENSION?

Before we can begin to answer this
question, we need to clearly examine the
factors involved.

Informed public debate must come to
terms with the following considerations.

ADVANTAGES :
The closure of Henderson Street between
William Street and South Terrace for
street market use and ease of pedestrian
AcCCcess.

The closure of two more

John's Square to traffic.

sides of St.

The lessening of
Market Street.

traffic congestion on

The  reduction of through traffic
congestion in Henderson Street and so
increased ease of access to the

Henderson Street Car Park.

William Street service delivery access to
the Fremantle Malls.

DISADVANTAGES :

The eastward extension of William Street
to junction with the Parry Street
Extension resulting in the demolition of
the South Fremantle Oval entrance stalls

and the elimination of the northern
entrance area to the markets. A
potentially delightful small civic ‘court-

yard' is lost.

A road within metres of the Victoria
Pavillion in Fremantle Oval (listed on the
register of the National Estate) and the
Fremantle Markets building and Farmers
market.

The Parry S5treet Extension will join
South Terrace just east of Scots Church.
(Shown here shortly after its completion,
still with 1ts splendid front fence
containng gothic arched timber
panelling). It will demolish the stone
cottage adjacent to the Church.
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The demolition of the old cottage
adjacent to Scots Church.

The  probability of Norfolk  Street
becoming a busy connection between the
Parry Street [Extension and Marine
Terrace.

Possible constraints on a direct
pedestrian route from 5t. John's Square

to any future community re-development
of the Fremantle Prison.

The likely loss of well established trees
(Moreton Bay fig and MNorfolk Island pine)
in the Fremantle Oval precinct.

TOURISM AWARD

St. John's Square being the heart of the
city is a central pedestrian focus. it
will in future need to be strongly linked
to important social/cultural, commercial
and tourist areas such as the Round
House precinct, Fremantle Markets and

heritage. This heritage is better able to
be appreciated and subsequently enjoyed
on foot. Planning should attempt to
ensure the priority of safe and easy
pedestrian use of the City.

The City of Fremantle Town Planning

Scheme No. 3 Transportation Study,
prepared for K.A. Adam and Associates
by Uloth and Associates in May 1980

analysed existing traffic conditions and
made projections on conditions in the
year 2000, Market Street immediately
south of High Street carried 3500
vehicles per day in 1980, With the
construction of the Parry Street
Extension the report states that this
level will reduce to 5900 wv.p.d. This
data makes a case for the Parry Street
Extension.

TRANSFERRING CONGESTION?
However, again in 1980, Parry S5treet

between High and Holdsworth Streets
carried 53400 v.p.d., and the projection

the Prison re-development. for the Parry Street Extension is 8400

v.p.d. between High Street and South
The recent international tourism award Terrace. This data tends to support the
recognises the wvalue of Fremantle's argument that construction of the Parry

This view along Wilham Street shows the
Oval Entrance turnstiles which  will

The pine tree beyond will be

disappear.
at risk.
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Street Extension will transfer vehicular
congestion from one section of Fremantle
to another.

Of course, the extension may be designed
to adequately handle such traffic volume.
It is difficult to comment further in the
absence of published design details.
However, if the function of the Extension
'is to operate as a small local road

giving traffic access to the commercial
districts of Fremantle' then 8400 v.p.d i1s
inconsistent with that function. It
compares with the flow on Ord Street
between High and Finnerty, of 3800
v.p.d. or the flow on Market Street
between High and Bannister, of &500
v.p.d.

Traffic flow statistics have obvious

limitations as data for objective decision
making. They do however represent one
planning tool. The best results should
logically arise from a full knowledge and
consideration of all the factors of a

particular issue, In the case of the
Parry Street Extension, these factors are
complex and difficult to absorb. They
have yet to be clearly enunciated and
subsequently understood by the community
at large.

DIALOGUE NEEDED

The Fremantle Society regrets that its
policy statement of November 1978, that
more information should be collected and
collated, was not acted upon. In effect,
four to five years have passed and only
recently has Council made a commitment
to  welcome dialogue and informed
comment from the community and
professional interests.

Given the generally accepted planning
principle of maximum pedestrianisation
for the heart of Fremantle, it is clear
that positive decisions must be taken. If
the Parry Street Extension is not to be
entertained, then a logical alternative

The view up Fairbairn Street 15 presently

closed by the Prison Entrance Gates.
This vista, which rivals the view along
High Street terminated by the Round
House, 1s a strong formal link between
the City and the Prison. It will become
even more important when the Prison 1s

re-developed as part of the Cuty itself.
Earthworks, retaining walls, embankments
and busy, ramped roadways cutting across
Fairbairn Street will destrop this strong
formal vista. The present link will
become irrelevant and weak.
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should remain as a direct gateway
to and from the City.

am

must be proposed. No such alternative

has yet arisen in public discussion to
date.
The Planning Sub-Committee of the

Fremantle Society is unable to present
any alternative solution.

THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AT
THE BEGINNING OF THIS DISCOURSE
LIES AT THE FEET OF THE COMMUNITY,
FOR THIS REASON WE HAVE
ATTEMPTED TO PRESENT AND EXPLAIN
ASTCSUCCINCTLY AS POSSIBLE, - THE
ISSUES AS WE PERCEIVE THEM.

Given the possibility of work commencing
at the earliest in September, the urgency
of such informed and considered public
involvement is quite clear....."

On June 15, the Citizens Committee
presented a document titled "Objections
and Alternatives to the Proposed Parry
Street Extension" to the Planning and
Development Standing Committee of the
Council.

This document for the first time
condensed a workable alternative set of
proposals, which finally answered the
fundamental question posed in the
Planning Sub-Committee's article in the
"Gazette'\

Public debate and discussion had now
produced a viable plan to weigh against
the Council's decision. The alternative
included :

1 The conversion of St. John's Square
to a pedestrian precinct;
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Henderson Street
and South

The closure of
between William S5treet
Terrace on Market days;

The conversion of Fairbairn Street
into a pedestrian precinct;

Additional peripheral parking
facilities in the Essex/Collie Streets
block, modification of the Henderson

Street car parking station,
re-routing arrangements for the
Holdsworth  5treet car  parking

station and car parks in Cantonment
Street;

- i .'u
o
!

CRE

e

3 Existing intersection improvements;
and
6 Positive rewording and improvement

of road and focal point signs.

This resulted in most Councillors being
present at an on-site inspection of the
route on Saturday, June 25th.

The  following  Saturday, July 2nd,
members of the Citizens Committee met
the Planning and Development Officer
and walked the route of the proposed

=

A “:_’*r

i 5
! It ¥
1] __-\'l-;- |
\ e il =
g - e
& L & 3
1L &

EXTENSION

PROPOSED PARRY STREET

AND ASSOCIATED NEW ROADS
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extension. No debate on the issue was
entered Into; the |purpose was a
presentation of the Council's position.

The Citizens committee then invited the
Council Officer to one if its meetings to

discuss the rationale of the concept
rather than the detailed design of the
proposal.

Subsequently, the Council decided to set
up a public exhibition of its proposal to
give residents an understanding of the

reasoning behind their decision.

FPlanning  Sub-Committee
Citizens

The Society's

shares the concern of the

The rear of Scots Church and its cottage
as 1t 1s today. The cottage will be
demolished as the road passes between
the Church and South Fremantle Oval

Grandstand on the right of the picture.

E rllanellp
which connects Holdsworth Street with
Fairbairn Street on the eastern side of
the carpark, will become another road as
part of the Parry Street Extension. The
road will join with Fairbairn Street
directly in front of the Prison Gates,
further cutting them off from the City.
As a result, the prison entrance may be
moved further south. The gates will lose
their function and their meaning.

Committee that this exhibition  will
present a visually attractive  and
appealing display of the design layout,
but may partially or totally ignore the
rationale underlying Council's decision
and the future consequences for the

Prison/Markets precinct.

This does not mean that the decision is
open to rescission or  alteration. The
Planning and Develppment Department of
Council stands firm and 1t appears that
most Councillors are still in support of
the Parry 5treet Extension decision.

It would be a fair assessment to say that
a majority of the members of the
Planning Sub-Committee and the
Committee of the Society are opposed to
the Extension and support the Citizens
Committee alternatives.

R We believe the planners

approach should simply be : The area is
too precious to disturb. We must solve

our planning problems and create our
pedestrian precincts in _some other way.
The Citizens Committee has suggested

one alternative. There will be more. It
15 essential that they are all considered.

The issue must be maintained in the
public arena and so we implore members

to register their attitude on the Parry
Street  Extension with the Council
Administration AND the Mayor and

Councillors AND the "Fremantle Gazette'.

CARL PAYNE / REG GORDON
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Train/Bus Tour of Mount Lawley

The Mount Lawley Society Inc. have
invited members of the Fremantle Society
to a bus tour of Mount Lawley to
observe the area and to inspect a number
of residences.

The inspection tour will be followed by a
luncheon at the residence of Barry
Fehlberg, the President of the Mount
Lawley Society.

An M.T.T. bus has been booked for the
occasion and of the 43 seats available 30
have been allocated to members of the
Fremantle Society.

The cost for each person will be $5.00,
being made up of $3.00 for bus hire and
$2.00 for the luncheon.

The function will be held on Sunday,
August 2lst, with the bus leaving Mount
Lawley Railway Station at 11.00 a.m.,
followed by the luncheon from 1.00 p.m.
onwards.

The Fremantle Society group of 30 will

meet at 10.00 a.m. at Fremantle Railway
Station to alight the 10.20 a.m. train

arriving at Mount Lawley Station at
11.00 a.m.

Various selections of Barossa Valley
wines will be provided at the luncheon

and wvisitors will have the opportunity to
purchase bottles of wine at reasonable
prices.

Given the limitation on numbers; bookings
MUST BE MADE ONLY with the Honorary
Secretary, Reg Gordon, on 335 8473 on a
"First ring, first seated" basis. If the
demand 1is heavy, then other members
may wish to follow the bus in their own
vehicles. However, members who wish to
do this MUST STILL REGISTER with the
Honorary Secretary so that the luncheon
may be adequately organised.

All bookings must be made prior to 3.00
p.m. on Monday, August 15th.

Maritime Heritage Address Report

The largest group of Society members
and friends to gather so far at the
Princes Chambers Rooms assembled there
on Sunday, June 19, prior to the
Maritime Heritage Address. They were
able to inspect the progress made to
date on the refurbishing of the rooms
with the sanding and finishing of the
Baltic Pine having been completed the

previous week.

The gathering proceeded to the Cliff
Street Gallery via a pleasant walk along
High Street to listen to 5cott "Slippery"

Sledge, Assistant Curator in Charge of
Wreck Inspection at the W.A. Maritime
Museum, give his address on the
"Preservation of Fremantle's Maritime
Heritage'".

The group was pleasantly surprised to
discover that "Slippery" had decided to
be more topical than the planned address.
With an excellent collection of slides, he

proceeded to  present a  historical
overview of whaling operations on the
W.A. Coast during this century and
finushed his presentation with  an
exposition on the W.A. Maritime

Museum's next investigation expedition.

A wreck recently found in the Rowley
Shoals, 260 kilometres to the west of
Broome, 15 believed to be the final
resting place of the 19th Century British
whaling vessel the "Lively". Later in the
year an extensive Museum expedition will
visit the site,

The presentation was informal,
informative and amusing and those
present showed their appreciation volubly.
There followed an afternoon supper back
at the Society Rooms, at which members
and friends were able to meet and
socialise with others, whilst wine, beer,
tea and sandwiches were consumed with
alacrity.
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by the logfire.

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY
FILM NIGHT

Sunday 28th August at 7-30 p.m.
at PL.E.1.

“The Blues Brothers™

followed by cake,coffee and port
Tickets $550 each

Following the "successful failure" of the
first film night in 1982 when the last
reel of "La Cage aux Folles" was not
present, and the "successful success" of
the second film nmight in 1982 showing
the complete "La Cage aux Folles" and
"La Cage aux Folles 11", the Society is
again conducting a film night.

This will be held at the F.T.I. (PIFT)
cinema on Sunday, August 28 at 7.30 pm
The film being shown 1s "The Blues
Brothers".

The following 15 a precis of the film,

Jake and Elwood Blues, reunited after

the former's release from Johet Prison,
visit the Chicago orphanage where they
were raised to be informed by Sister

Mary Stigmata that the place 5 due to
be closed unless they can pay $5,000.00
in back-taxes. She refuses, however to
accept stolen money. In the midst of a
musical sermon at the local church Jake
15 seized by a "holy mussion" to raise the
money legitimately by reviving the old

Blues Brothers Band. The brothers brush
with the police over traffic violations,
and survive an attack by a mysterious
woman with an anti-tank gun on their
hotel, before setting off to round up
their musicians, now variously employed
elsewhere. In the process, they manage
to drench the Illinois Nazi Party and
survive a further explosion cause by the
mystery woman. Their first engagement,
however, requires them to masquerade as
the Good Ole Boys band in a country and
western bar, and to swap their rhythm
'n' blues repertoire for a  hastily
improvised country set. When the band's
bill for beer outbalances their fee, they
beat another hasty retreat, pursued by
the bar owner and the real Good Ole

Boys. Eventually, a make-or-break
booking for the band at the massive
Palace Hotel Ballroom is fixed through
agent Maury Shne, but the publicity

attracts police, Nazis and the Good Ole
Boys, as well as an enthusiastic audience.
Although Jake and Elwood are delayed,

the band's performance earns them
$10,000,00 advance on a record contract,
Cont, P, 16

Page 13



COUNCIL AND CYCLISTS

In 1980 the Fremantle Council called for
participation by people interested in
planning for bicycles, and questionnaires
were sent to schools and households.
David Worth was employed part time. He
held meetings with cyclists and with
their assistance assessed road hazards
and questionnaire replies to draft a
report. When his employment terminated,
no more was heard of bike planning.
Enquiries at the planning office counter
received replies such as :

"The man in charge 1s on leave for a
year" and "the report has not been
typed yet".

In earhier days, cyclists had tram tracks
as well as stormwater grates to avoid.

Enquiries to Councillor Don Whittington
received an enthusiastic response, and a
statement that funds would be budgeted
to implement the report in 1981/82 - but
nothing happened.

A letter from the City Planner in
September 1981, stated that the report
would be made available to the public

within the next month-but it never was.

approached about the
Gerry MacGill also
showed interest. He wrote a letter in
May 1982 stating that money for an
engineering program would be allocated
in 1982/83-but nothung has been done.

When he was
matter, Councillor

Councillor June Boddy admitted that
bicycles were not in her area of Council
activity, but advised that a letter
addressed to "The Mayor and Councillors"
would receive a worthwhile answer. A
letter was then sent to "The Mayor and
Councillors", over one year ago-but no
answer has been received.

An offer of assistance was made by
Councillor Baden Pratt, to the effect
that, 1if he were given questions In
writing he would obtain replies through
the Recreation Committee, Written
guestions ‘were handed to him last

year-but no reply has been received,

At the end of 1982 David Annandale was
employed by the Fremantle City Council

to prepare another report on planrung for
bikes,

[t seems the Council 15 good at bringing
people in to write reports - but not very

good at actually doing anything. Even
minor repairs mentioned in the 1980
report, such as fixing dangerous grates

and unused railway lines, have not been
done.

Geof Branson
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NATIVE
PLANTING

The restoration of the local vegetation 1s
an appropriate activity for this
organisation which has an interest in the
unique character and history of our
environment.,

A few Society members are also members
of the Local Plants Group which collects
plants from bush about to be bulldozed.
These people now have flourishing in
their gardens native plants not available
from nurseries. Perhaps this activity
could be developed to replant small
pockets of untended public land. This
would  improve the appearance of
weed-ridden  waste land, provide a
habitate for native birds and cost almost
nothing to establish and maintain. It has
been suggested, for example, that the
Society could maintain its connections
with Winter House by re-establishing a
small native garden in, or adjacent to
the surrounding yard.

If anyone is interested in following up

any of these ideas would they please ring
335 4992,

Quiz Night Report

The annual Society Quiz Night was held
this year on May 18th at the Orient
Hotel. Some 130 members and friends
attended. The unfortunate absence of
our planned Quizmaster required some
quick and fancy footwork. The evening's
proposed marker, Reg Gordon was quickly
called in to act as Compere; the luckless
Ken Jackson, who had organised himself
a front table and was settling in for a
cosy evening, found himself suddenly
press ganged as marker for the evening.
Congratulations are due for a job very
well done. Many thanks also to Susan
Lovell, Shirley Suckling, Alyson
Hulley-Jeffries, Daphne Hulley and Eileen
Lovell, who prepared the sandwiches
available on the evening.

There was some criticism that the bias
towards Fremantle was unfair towards
those tables from "elsewhere". Two points
should be made Firstly, it is the
Fremantle Society quiz night. A certain
concentration on Fremantle Seems
reasonable; and [ would have thought
expected. Recently, [ attended a quiz
night organised by a Football Club. 1
would not have expected, and did not
receive, any questions on aspects of
Fremantle. But nine of the eighty
questions were about football. Secondly,
of the sixty questions asked at the
Society Quiz Night, only six related to

Fremantle; the rest were general
knowledge. Finally let me add that the
winning table, all Fremantle residents,
scored two out of six on the Fremantle
questions. NO great advantage there it
Seems.
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Oral History

A recent addition to our oral history
collection 15 a tape recorded interview
with the late Sir Frederick 5amson

conducted by eleven year old pupils of
Christian Brothers College in 1970.
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Although short, the segment of tape has
captured Sir Frederick remimscing about
his old school where he started in 1903,

We thank the thoughtful mother for
guarding the tape all these years and for
donating it to us.

Fremantle's first tram service on October

Mrs  Michael = Samson,  Mayoress of

Fremantle, and mother of 5ir Frederick 30th, 1905.
Samson IS shown here starting ;
and they set off to settle the

orphanage's debt. But their getaway 1is
impeded first by the mystery woman, who
turns out to be a jilted lover of Jake's,
and then by the combined force of their
disparate adversaries, who gradually fall
by the wayside in a monumental car
chase. As the brothers hand over their
cheque to the county tax assessor, they
find themselves surrounded by police,
SWAT teams and the Illinois National
Guard. Back in Joliet Prison, the Blues
Brothers Band entertain their fellow
convicts with "Jailhouse Rock".

This hilarious film will be followed by a
supper of cake, coffee and port by the
logfire.

The tickets cost 55.50 each and can be
obtained by ringing the officers and
committee members of the Society, in
particular Marie Scott on 335 8730.
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