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The now demolished old Port Brewery and mansions at the
eastern end of Beach Road and workers laying trenched
cable in foreground. The photograph was taken late last
century prior to the construction of the Fremantle Harbour.



* Tognive responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.

* Encourage the improvement of the Fremantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re
taiming its umigue character.

* Encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.

* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standard
and serves the long term interests of the area.

* Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

s COMMITTEE Sub Comm-i-ttee
FOR 1983 Convenors

President :+  Peter West 335 7275 (H) QRAL HISTORY :

Vice Pres. : Carl Payne 335 7047 (H) SHOsEmith 339 4436 (H)
Treasurer : Brian Jeffries vkt Eonsor SabEdie

339 6051 (H)
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES :
Executive Committee via 335 B473

PUBLICATIONS :

Secretary : Reg Gordon
335 2473 (H)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Alice Smith 339 4486 (H) et pape e i 70N )
PLANNING :
Ken Jackson 339 1502 (H) | Reg :Gordon 335 8473 (H)
Marie Scott 335 8750 (H) Peter West (President) 335 7275 (H)
Sue Lovell 335 4863 (H) HEADQUARTERS MANAGEMENT :
Peter West (President) 335 7275 (H)
Geof Branson (Message) 364 2633
Fred Watson 235 1116 [H}_ I : o
Christine Wheeler 335 7017 (H) Edltor S NOte
&
Robyn O'Byrne 335 2063 (B) I Due to unavailability of normal typeface,
— d this issue is set in cubic p.s.

NEW MEMBERS ©

In the absence of the President, Peter
The Society 1s pleased to welcome the West, M‘u:{;se wdnrk mmrmi{metntsh hi;e

1 necessitate residence In ictoria, e
IONOWIREACW TIMIRLY Committee, at its meeting on September
20th, 1983 appointed the Vice-President,
Betty Anderson Jann and Carl Payne as Acting President for the
Cl';arkes Tully t remaining two Committee meetings and
the Annual General Meeting.

Fage 2



Benefits Of Cup Win?

At intermittent intervals over the life of
the F remantle Society, we have
demonstrated the fragility and wvulner-
ability of our built environment. Council
records show that development pressures
over the past decade have resulted in
the demolition of large numbers of
dwellings and the deterioration of many
more. The Society's responses have been
varied and include protest, discussions
with owners and education. All of these
have produced mixed results as they have
no effect on the simple fact that every
building, no matter how significant it
may be architecturally, socially or histor-
ically, nor how treasured by members of
the community at large, is at the mercy
of its owner. It ean be mutilated,

leaving Fremantle on its way to Broome
early this century.

demolished, or simply ignored as it
deteriorates through neglect. We are
powerless to interfere.

Society members will therefore view the
America's Cup win with mixed feelings.
The  benefits of course, may  be
substantial, Dr. Peter Newman, in an
article in the "Fremantle Gazette" Vol,
7, Issue 37, describes the possible effects
as a new "boom" and compares the
economic benefits of the Cup win with
thase of both the arrival of convicts and
the gold rush; an enthusiastic and
optimistic  secenario, but certainly a
prospect worth careful consideration. If
we assume that such a new boom is
likely, then we need to ask ourselves the
following questions :

"What sort of pressures will our existing
buildings be under for re- development
and recycling?"

"What sorts of new developments do we
want to see in Fremantle?"

"Are we happy to leave the future of
our State's Heritage with individual
building owners?"

"What sorts of guidelines do we want to
see established for new buildings within
Fremantle, restoration of existing build-
ings and streetscape/landscape
upgrading?"

In his Presidential address to last year's
A.G.M., the then President, Baden Pratt,
called for urgent consideration of State
Heritage | egislation. This issue has been
discussed and debated for many years
now. It, will not  occur without
substantial community pressure.

The Fremantle Society is delighted with
the current mood of optimism and energy
which has resulted from the Cup win.
But we must disagree with the oft-stated
remark - "It can only do good for

Fremantle and its people". As Peter
Newman says, we have a marvellous
opportunity to once again significantly
contribute to the development of our
City. We need to carefully consider the
questions posed.
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High Street from the Roundhouse showing its original verandahs, both single and multi-
storey. Contrast this photograph with the present, naked facades and the inappropriate
boxed, cantilevered awnings. Much time, effort and money will be spent in Fremantle
over the next several years as the tourism benefits of the P.A.T.A. award and the
America's Cup win are recognised. The reconstruction of these verandahs, utilising
non-load bearing posts, (now permissable under Uniform Building By-Laws) would be a
significant contribution to the restoration of the streetscape. Such re-constructions, of
benefit to the whole community, could be organised by private building owners with
Local, State and Federal Government guarantees, incentives, subsidies and/or special
loans.

Notice the tram terminus in the foreground. The re-
establishment of tramways in Fremantle would be an added tourist potential. Such
services could be designed on a limited tourist cum central city commuter basis with a
number of interlocking circuits.
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Restoration
Advice

A number of recent observations by
Committee Members of work being done
on the facades of a number of houses in
Fremantle has prompted us to reiterate
reference to the Society's restoration
advisory service which appeared in Vol.
11, No. 1 March issue of "FREMANTLE",

This service is available free of charge
to members and the appointed advisors
are Carl Payne 335 7047; Tony Connor
335 8647 and Wayne Jacks 335 6474,
remind members of

Further, we our

continuing search for early photographs
as forgotten photographs often illustrate
important background architectural
details.

We would appreciate the opportunity to
copy and return any such treasured
photographs. Please telephone any of
the above adwisors if such photographs
are discovered.

TREE SOCIETY
EVENTS

The Tree Society has arranged two talks
for October and November which should
be interesting for those members whose

particular concerns include plant
conservation education.
1 "Tree Care and Pruning" by Murray

Turner, Tree Surgeon, to be held in
the Naturalists Hall, Merriwa Street,
Nedlands at 8.00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 27th, with light supper
afterwards.

Z "Growing W.A. Native Trees and
Shrubs for the Garden" by Dr.
MNeville Marchant of the Department
of Agriculture at the same venue
and Ltime as above on Thursday,
November 24th.

The Honorary Secretary would appreciate
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The Princess Chambers, which houses

near the turn of the century.

Across the road is Wesley Church.
the Princess Theatre.

copies of any notes or information
circulated at these meetings from
members attending same.
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the Fremantle Society rooms, is pictured here
! It's original bullnose verandah can clearly be seen, as
can the striped verandah on the building on the corner of Market

and Leake Streets,

The photograph was taken befare the building - of
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Mineral Sands Industry:

Hazard To Fremantle?

The Society's aims, as listed at the top
of page 2 in every issue of "Fremantle",

inter alia, state that the Society should
give responsible voice on  matters
affecting the overall character and

development of the Fremantle area and
should encourage the improvement of the
Fremantle area as a desirable residential

and commercial district, whilst retaining
its unique character.
To this end, we examine the mineral

sands industry and its possible hazards to
the Fremantle area.

ORIGINS

western Australia has extensive deposits
of heavy mineral sands located along a

line of ancient beach fronts on the
coastal plain between Geraldton and
Dunsborough. The richest deposits are

found at Capel, Jurien and Eneabba and
minor commercial deposits are found at
many other places including Gingin,
Waroona, Augusta and Busselton. The
best deposits are located well inland and
are overlain by many metres of soil.
Their mining has therefore not presented
the severe environmental problems that
were encountered with beach sand mining
of the coastal sand dunes in N.S5.W. and
Queensland. Public pressures built up to
such a point there that the N.5W.
Government stopped sand mining at Myall
Lakes in 1972 and the Federal
(Government stopped similar operations at
Frazer Island in 1976.

NATURE

The mineral sands industry is concerned
with the mining of ancient seams of
mineralised beach sands and their
concentration and separation into min-
erals such as ilmenite, rutile, leucoxene,
zircon, monazite and xenotime. All of
these minerals in concentrated form are
significantly radioactive and should be
handled with care. Two of them,
monazite and ¥xenotime, are highly

radioactive and should be treated with

special safety procedures.

Ilmenite is an iron titanium oxide and is
the principal mineral component of these
sands. Some of it is exported and the
remainder is processed by Laporte
Titanium  Limited at.  Australind to
produce synthetic rutile (Ti0, - titanium
dioxide). This substance is “widely used
as a white pigment for paints, paper-
making and plastics. Rutile is the
preferred ore for the production of
titanium metal which is used for aircraft,
rocket and missile components. Zircon is
the principal source of zirconium being
the preferred material for cladding fuel
rods in nuclear reactors.

Monazite and its companion xenotime are

both rare earth oxide minerals with
significant amounts of thorium and
uranium. Both minerals are classified by

international authorities as radioactive
substances and monazite is the principal

source of the radioactive element
thorium.

Thorium is a heavy radioactive element
similar in its physical properties to
uraniums, It is wunstable and decays
radioactively to thoron, radium, radon,
polonium and lead. Thorium and its

by-products emit a variety of radiation

including alpha and beta particles and
gamma rays. Thorium is a nuclear
material and is used in breeder reactors

(France being the major user) to produce
uranium 233 for use in nuclear power
generation and in further processing for
nuclear WEapons grade material.
MNon-nuclear uses for thorium are minimal.

RADIATION AND HUMAN HEALTH

Matural radioactive substances such as
monazite and yellowcake (semi- processed
uranium ore) contain a variety of
unstable elements and these emit all
three types of radiation. Alpha and beta
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particles are easily shielded by enclosure,
however, gamma rays can penetrate
through many centimetres of lead.

It is now generally accepted that such
ionising radiation is harmful to human
health., The effects of radiation exposure
are cumulative and many small doses may
be just as harmful ss one large dose.
Health scientists have shown that ionising
radiation is a major cause of cancer and
leukemia in humans. It also causes some
cataracts of the eyes, premature ageing
and genetic damage (which can lead to
defective off-spring).

Consequently the International
Commission on Radiological Pratection
has recommended that all persons working

with radicactive materials should attempt
to keep their exposure to the lowest
level which is reasonably attainable. In
practice, this means that all radio-
active materials should be ecarefully
labelled and that people working with
them should be advised of their danger.
Special handling and storage procedures
are also specified by the W.A. Radiation
Safety Act Regulations.

CONDITIONS IN MONAZITE TRANSPORT-

ATION
Monazite is packed into plastic bags,
stacked into containers and transported

by road and rail to the North Fremantle
container  terminal. Truck  drivers
transporting monazite to the terminal are

Aerial view of Fremantle Harbour taken in 1980 showing the North Fremantle Container
Terminal in centre background.
(Photograph courtesy of Christopher Long Photography)
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not monitored for radiation dosage.

Philip Jennings inspected the terminal in
June 1982, on behalf of the A.W.U. and
the A.R.U.

It was found that containers were placed
wherever space was available and often
stored for considerable periods close .to

working  areas. Often, up to 20
containers were stacked together,
totalling more than the 40 radiation units
allowed under Regulation 27(3) of the
Radiation Safety Act Regulations. These
stacks in working areas present a con-
siderable hazard to the workers in the

terminals.

Spills have occurred, but workers were
not advised of the correct procedures for
clean up. No workers have worn
radiation badges and so their radiation
doses are unknown.

Monazite containers have been stored
next to foodstuffs and other cargo on
the wharves, possibly causing contamination,
and have often been subsequently used
for foodstuffs and other goods. Some of
these containers have been cleaned at
the terminal leading to possible
radioactive contamination by monazite
dust.

The Radiation Safety Act Regulations
require the appointment of a radiation
safety officer at the terminal, however,
nobody had heard of such an officer
there.

REASONS FOR CONCERN

The mineral sands
mining operation,

industry is a major
employing about six
hundred people in W.A. and providing
millions of dollars of export earnings
annually. However, it is essential that
its hazardous nature be recognised.

Monazite exports are not covered by
Australia's Muclear 5Safeguards Agree-
ments with overseas importers of nuclear
materials as it is the case for uranium.

There are several reasons for concern
about the industry's operations which
have lead to considerable controversy in
recent times, viz.,
1 Unsatisfactory

working condit-

ions in mines and processing
plants - concern for health of
workers;

2 Radioactive pollution of the
environment - wind blown dust
producing unacceptably high
radiation levels in Geraldton,
Capel and Wonnerup;

3 Pollution of the Leschenault
Inlet and Peninsula by the
Laporte Titanium plant at
Australind;

4 Proposals by Cable Sands to
mine the coastal dunes at
Minninup and Forest Beach;

b Unsatisfactory transportation,
storage and  handling conditions
through and in the City of
Fremantle - concern for workers
and community health;

6 The dangers of accidental
spillage and the lack of strin-
gent codes of practice for
clean-ups;

7 The link between the mineral
sands industry and the nuclear
fuel cycle and nuclear arms
proliferation.

Concerns 5 and 6 are of particular

interest to the Fremantle Community,

GOVERNMENT INQUIRY

The W.A. Government, through the
Minister for Health, Mr. Barry Hodge, has
appointed recently a three  person
committee of inquiry into the industry to
inspect mineral sands processing plants,
mines, waste disposal sites, tailings
dumps, transport and storage depots.

The inquiry will be completed by the end
of this year and submissions have been

invited from Government Departments,
agencies, companies, unions and other
groups.

The committee is chaired by Dr. Murray
Winn, Associate Professor of Physics at

the University of Sydney, and Dr. John
Matthews, Research Officer with the
ACTU-VTHC  Occupational Health and
Safety Unit and Mr. Alan  Tough,

Managing Director of the Allied Eneabba
Company, are the members.
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presentation of furniture from Mrs. D,
Jean-Louis of Willagee.

The furniture was a set of dark wood
pieces comprised of a sideboard, oval
table, four chairs and two ecarvers.

Mrs. Jean-Louis is the daughter of the
late Mrs. Ethel Horrocks, of Hilton, who
spent much of her life in the Charles
Street area and who had a long-lived
affinity for Fremantle.

In commemoration of Mrs. Horrocks'
feeling for Fremantle, Mrs. Jean-lLouis
considered that the donation of some of
her mother's furniture to the care of the
Society would be a fitting testimonial.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS health Department should
D[" thlhp JEﬂninqa l:lf Mul‘dﬂﬂh Uni"'fﬁfﬂit}' EH{)EI‘HBE rEdlEl’.lCﬁl’l _prDtEEt.Fﬂﬂ
has concluded in a recent paper that the rather than the Mines or
following represent a series of possible Transport departments.
solutions : d nuclear safeguards should be
"o This industry is important because extended to cover the thorium
many countries depend on it for vital and uranium content of monazite
minerals. We are therefore in a position and xenotime.
to carefully regulate and develop it to © permission for Cable Sands to
ensure that it is safe and environmentally e the frontal dunes at
and ethically acceptable. Chine F orrest Beach and Minninup
possibilities are should be revoked. They
a the Code of Practice on Rad- could be permitted instead to
iation Protection in the Mining mine some of their remaining
and Processing of Mineral inland leases.
Sands should be rigorously f the Laporte effluent should be
enforced to ensure the health !‘Eﬂ}’ﬂlﬂ*d to prevent destruct-
of workers is protected. lon of the Leschenault Inlet
b codes of practice for the which is a valuable recreation-
transport of radioactive materials E! reserve fur" the growing
ﬂmuld E.ISI:I hE Eﬂfﬂ-l‘l‘.}&d to E'l[}'r ﬂf Euﬂhur}-’.....
safeguard the health of transport »
workers and waterside workers and PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE
seamen handling the processed The above Sub-Committee is examining,
ores. inter alia, the mineral sands industry's
e the enforcement of these potential hazards to the Fremantle area
codes of practice should not with a view to formulation of a policy
be splintered. _ To ensure  statement with attendant recommendations
adequate expertise the Public  to various authorities.
Earlier this year the Society received a The furniture constitutes the central

focus of the Society's Rooms on the first
floor of the Princess Chambers Building
and has increased the usefullness of the
Rooms for the Committee, its Sub-
Commilttees, casual users and activities in
general.

The Suite has been entered into the
Society's Acquisitions' Register and will
soon be valued and insured, '

The Officers and Committee Members on

behalf of the membership, wish to
publicly acknowledge with appreciation
and gratitude Mrs. Jean-_ouis'

presentation of the suite of furniture in
memory of Mrs. Ethel Horrocks' love of
Fremantle.
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——FREMANTLE WEEK-

ANNUAL BUSH DANCE

This  year's Fremantle Week Bush Dance
will be held on Saturday the 5th
November at the Fremantle Town Hall.

This is a marvellous opportunity to form
a table of friends and to really enjoy an
old fashioned evening of folk and square

dancing.
This year tickets are only $4.50 for
adults and $2.50 for children. Beer,

wine, punch, sandwiches, crisps and nuts
will be on sale. The band this year is

Fiddlers Green, who will be playing a
wide ‘range of folk songs from Ireland,
England, Australia and the U.5.A.

Tickets are available from those persons

ANNUAL WALK OF
FREMANTLE

In eonjunction with the Fremantle City

Council's organised activities for
Fremantle Week, the Society has set
down its Annual Walk of Fremantle for

Sunday, October 30th.
[t has . been brought
last Sunday of
first Sunday,
previous years.

forward from the
Fremantle Week to the
which lacked activities in

The Walk will start from the Society
Rooms, first floor, Princess Chambers at
27 Market Street, Fremantle, near the

F remantle Post Office.

Four commencement times have
scheduled, being 1.00 p.m,, 1.30 p.m.,
2.00 p.m. and 2.30 p.m,, depending on the
number of participants.

On completion of each walk, afternoon
tea will be provided at the Rooms.

The cost to adults is $ 1.00 with
rcharge for children.

no

We hope that members will onee again
patronise this popular annual event.

been .

{ Meeting

listed on the poster or from RIO records
at the Fremantle Markets on Fridays and
saturday mornings. So come along to the
"Guy Fawkes" Bush Dance.

If it's good enough for Malcolm Maclaren
and Men Without Hats, its good enough
for you!

A.G.M.
1983-84

The 1983-B4 Annual General Meeting (for
the financial year lst November, 1983 to
the 3lst October 1984 ) has been sched-
uled for Wednesday, December 7th at
B.00 p.m. in the St. John's Hall off
Queen Street (Refer map).

The Agenda for the meeting and an
attached nomination form for  the
positions of President, Honorary Secret-
ary, Honorary Treasurer and Committee
Member (up to 9 positions to be filled)
are included as a looseleaf insert in this
issue of "Fremantle".

IA notice of motion and a map of the

venue appear on the other side of the

insert.

A guorum of
required.

20 financial members is

Subsequent to the closure of the Meeting
there will be a Talk/Video Presentation
by ™r. Joe O'Sullivan, past director of
PIFT (now FTI - Film and Television
Institute, being an amalgamation of PIFT
and Fre Video), on Public Participation in
Decision-Making. This will be followed
by Supper.

Officers and Committee members appeal
to members to attend the Annual General
as it constitutes the highest
decision-making organ of the Society and
elects Officers and the Committee for
the ensuing year.
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Map showing
A.G.M.venue
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St. John's
Square

P

Interior of the Fremantle Town Hall taken at the time of the Fremantle Centenary

Dinner on June 5th, 1948,

[t is hoped that the Fremantle Week Bush Dance will be

comprised of a balance of males and females, adults and children!

Oral History

VISIT OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
COCKBURN

The formal presentation of the Fremantle
Society's Manning Estate acquisitions was
conducted at our Rooms on Saturday,
October 8 at 2.00 p.m,

The members of the Historical Society of

Cockburn were extremely pleased to
receive the memaorabilia which will be
displayed in their soon to be opened

museum at the Azelia Ley Homestead in
Spearwood. The items will carry acknow-
ledgement of the Fremantle Society's
donation.

The occasion was a great social success
and relations between the two Societies
have been well established. Particular
thanks must be conveyed to the members
of the Oral History 5ub-Committee for
their energy and efforts.

Apology

The article "Proposed Parry Street
Extension : Affecting Future Fremantle"
in Vol. 11, No 3 of "Fremantle" contained
a number of photographs which are not
part of the Society's collection. Due to
a compilation oversight, these
photographs were not acknowledged. We
sincerely apologise to the photographers
concerned and wish now to correct our
error.

For photographs on page 5 and the top
of page 11 we thank Skip Watkins of
Photowaork.

For photographs on page 7 and page 8
we thank Brian Davies.

For the photograph in the left column of
page 11 we thank Min Austin.

Once again, sincere
regrettable oversight.

apologies for a
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%) THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

INAFPORITANT NOTICE

F-'ESFEI:TA.EI-I: CITILENS FPLEASE NOTE THAT THE

FREMANTLE WEEK
BUSH DANCE

Long HERALDED to be 0. Most PISTINGUISHED EVENT
WH? Once Again be HELP af our Most SPLENDPID

FREMENTLE TOWN HELL

+ SATURDAY NOVEMBER 5 'I'H

:#nm:mmm MR FAVIKES® DARING ATTACK ON THE
~ HOUSES OF PARLIAMEMNT ~

WITH A

MEMORABLE EVENING OF SONG hNDDANCE With

FIDDLERS GREEN'

S e e T T e TS S
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES , PUNCH AND SANPWICHES I
_ARE AVALLABLE AT MGST REASONABLE RATES .

PRICES OF ADMISSION ADBLIS SH 50 CHiN $2 50
COMMENCEMENT OF EVENING 800 PM.

TO SECURE TICKETS FOR THIS STLENDIP SOCIABLE EVENING
ENGAGE MR BELLS NEW TELEPHONIC DEVICE TO :

MR FRED WATSON 3351116 MR BRIAN JEFFRIES 3396051
MR REG GORDON 5356473 MRS MARIE SCOTT 3358750




