Registered for Posting as a Publication, Category B REG. No, WBH023V 01,12 N© 3 JLII:',T IEE_-\

| FREMANTLE

i Oftlcal Publication of The Fremantle Soclety inc. Princess Chambers, 27 Market St, Fremantie,

Postal: P.O. Box 198, Fremantle, 6160, Patren: The RT. Hon. Sir Paul Hasluck.

Lol

e

Fremantle Lighthouse and Raundtmuse ét
quarrying.

Arthur Head showing extent of

South Bay and Long Jetty on the right of this early photograph,

ARTHUR HEAD

Arthur Head is one of the two signifieant
historic sites commemorating European
settlement in W.A. (The other being King
George Sound, Albany). It is an area of
national importance as the foeal point of
the Swan River Colony in the western
third of the continent.

The City of Fremantle's application to
the State Government to deelare the
Arthur Head Area as an A-Class Reserve,
vested in the City of Fremantle, has
been approved. Also, the State
Government has supported a Counecil-
proposed Arthur Head project being a
capital development within the
Commonwealth-State Bicentennial
Commemorative Programme.

The couneil has submitted a draft budget

of $1.63 million, based on a preliminary
statement of prineiples, to the Australian
Bicentennial Authority. A proposal for
support of this submission was on the
agenda of State Cabinet on Monday, June
20 th.

Prior to entering into the planning
process to formulate a management plan
for a development project for the area, a
great deal of research is required to
identify ways in which the area was used
before and after settlement in 1829,

To this end, Council has commissioned
the University of Western Australia's
Pre-History Department to investigate and
report on the use of the area prior to
European settlement so as to establish
the Aboriginal significance of Arthur

Head. Cont. P3



emestie | 1he FremantleSociety Inc.
ﬁ The Aims of the Society

® Togiveresponsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.
* Encourage the improvement of the Fremanile areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-

LAITHNE s Uumigue character.

* Encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.
* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards

and serves the long term interests of the area.

* turther the development of the area as a major culwural, educational and entertainment centre.

COMMITTEE
FOR 1984

Sub Committee
Convenors

President Fred Watson 335 1116 (H)
Yice-

President Carl Payne 335 7047 (H)
Pro-Tem

Treasurer Brian Jeffries 339 6051 (H)

Secretary Reg Gordon 335 8473 (H)

Committee

Members Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)
Ken Jackson 339 1502 (H)
Baden Pratt 335 9358 (H)
Marie Scott 335 8750 (H)

Christine Wheeler 335 7017 (H)
335 2063 (H)
1057 (H)
7275 (H)

Robyn O'Byrne
Victoria Hansen
Liz West

335
335

Oral

History Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)

Photographic

NEW MEMBERS

Mrs., Marion O'Keefe, Susan Allwood

1984 COMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Regular meetings of the Committee are
conducted on the fourth Monday of each
month at The BSociety Rooms, 1st Floor,
27 Market Street (opposite  Wesley
Chureh) at 7.45 p.m.

All members are welcome to attend these
meetings as observers.

Survey Tony Connor 335 6647 (H)

Social

Activities Victoria Hansen 336 1057 (H)

Publicat-

ions Carl Payne 335 7047 (H)

Planning Christine Wheeler 335 7017 (H)

Projects Fred Watson 335 1116 (H)

Head-

quarters

Manage-

ment Fred Watson 335 1116 (H)

Trees Marie Scott 335 8750 (H)
JULY 23rd
AUGUST 27th
SEPTEMBER 24 th
OCTOBER 22nd
NOVEMBER 26th

Members are reminded that three (3)

eo-option positions on the Committee are

presently vacant. Any person who s
interested can be eco-opted by attending
a Committee Meeting.
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From Pl

In addition, Couneil has initiated a major
research project to service the necessary
planning for any development of the
area. This historical-geographical
doecumentation projeet is being funded by
a six-month Commonwealth Employment
Projeet grant. Under the grant, a
research team comprising a full-time
researcher, Suzan Miles, and aeademic
supervisor, Brian Shaw of the U.W.A.
Geography Department, has begun to
locate and copy primary material to
document the successive changes in the
Arthur Head land forms and struetures
through settlement and development.

Maps, plans, photographs and other
graphic material relevant to Arthur Head
to be researched and copied is large and
much of the bulk of this material forms
part of the records of many government
departments and semi-government
authorities,

The BSoeciety's Officers have presented a
series of photographs from about 1860
onwards to the researchers and
discussions have ensued.

Individuals and families may hold in
private  possession, primary resource
material such as drawings, photographs,
diaries or letters of value to the

research project.

Larraine Stevens, the Librarian in echarge
of the Loecal History ecollection wishes to
hear from people who believe they hold
relevant material. Contact can be made
on 335 6422 extension 17, or by visiting
the Library during weekday hours.

I'he Bibliographical ecollection of primary
material produced by the research team,
expected to be finalised in early 1985,
will be available to service futue
research projects.

Before a draft planning programme is
repared for publie presentation,
ippropriate organisations, and The

Society IS one, will be direetly consulted.

New Officers

Both the Honorary Treasurer (Pro Tem)
and the Editor of "Fremantle" (whiech
position is the main responsibility of the
Convenor of the  Publications Sub-
Committee) have indicated they will not
be available to continue into 1985.

Consequently it is important at this stage
of 1984 to elicit from amongst the
membership persons to fill these two
important positions, as well as to reecruit
additional members to the Publications
Sub-Committee.

The position of Honorary Treasurer is
filled by eleetion at the Annual General
Meeting In early December, however, the
position of Publications Sub-Committee
Convenor is filled at the first Committee
meeting after the Annual General
Meeting and may or may not be a
Committee member,

The Committee comprises the President,
Honorary Seecretary, Honorary Treasurer
and nine Committee members, all elected
at the A.G.M. The Viee President is
elected from  the nine Committee
members at the first Committee meeting
after the A.G.M. There also exist three
additional Committee positions which are
filled by Committee co-option.

The Honorary Treasurer's duties are
clearly stated in the Rules of The
Society in article 4(d), viz.,

i maintain the members' roll;

i either in person or by nominee
present to each meeting of the
Committee a report of the finances
of the Society;

ili  ensure the proper and
receipt and banking of all
received by the Society;

iv be responsible for the keeping of
correct accounts and books showing
the finanecial affairs of The Society
and particulars usually shown in
books of aceount of like nature;

v make up the  annual statement of

prompt
moneys
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accounts and the balanece sheet of
The Society for each financial year
commencing on the first day of

November in each year and ending
on the thirty-first day of the
following Oectober;

vi have such annual statement of

aceounts and balance sheet audited,

printed and ecirculated amongst the
members of The Society at or
before the Annual General Meeting;
and

vii arrange insurance for such property
(other than real estate) acquired by

donation or purchase oy The
Society.
The procedures for ecarrying out these

duties have been well organised into an
efficient system by the present
inecumbent. Other duties whieh have
evolved are lease and rental negotiations
for The  Soeciety Rooms and the
maintenance of membership address lists.

The Publications Sub-Committee Convenor
has the following responsibilities :

i editor and producer of the journal
"Fremantle" (4 to 6 issues per
annum);

ii editor and producer of intermittent
newsheets (if needed);
iii  producer of other publications; and

iv  media spokesperson along with the
President (spokespersons are
appointed at the first Committee

meeting after the AGM).

In both ecases, the new occupants of
these positions will work within well
established and elear guidelines and with
the support of an experienced Committee.
The new Publications Convenor will be
required to follow the general layout and
format of the journal established over
the last three vears.

Given that three wvacant positions exist
on the Committee, it would be an
advantage to co-opt members interested
in these two positions so that they could
understudy the present persons during the
latter half of 1984.

The Publications Sub-Committee at
present consists of only three individuals;
only one of whom will remain active in
1985, and so there is a definite need for
active members

additional to a new
Convenor of FPublications.
If any member is interested please
contact the Honorary  Secretary by

correspondence ( P.O. Box 198, Fremantle
6160) or by telephone on 335 8473.

ORAL HISTORY GROUP

This month we have started accessioning
the Sheedy Gift collection. Each item
has been given a number and entered in
the Society's Acquisitions Register. We
would weleome help with this interesting
work, Contact should be made with
Alice Smith on 339 4486.

The Oral History Group is interested in
aequiring items eoncerned with Fremantle
and its environs, but as we have limited
space an assessment will have to be
made as to whether we can accept items
of a general nature. If you have items
not concerning Fremantle but which you
feel should be preserved, we suggest you

contact Lynne Stevenson at the W.A.
Museum,.
Once again we remind you that the

Fremantle Society's Rooms are on the 1st
Floor of Princess Chambers, 27 Market
Street. We are interested in opening
them on a Sundav afternoon so members

may study our acquisitions. We hope
that members and friends will come
along. We will be at the rooms on

Sunday the 29th July, and if anyone has
items they think would be useful to our
collection and wish to donate same,
please bring them with vou.

At the July meeting of the Oral History
group, guest speaker Lynne Stevenson, &
curator in the History Department of the
W.A. Museum, advised us on accessioning
the colleetion.

ZOE GRIFFIN
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TREE PROTECTION

This article has been prompted by
correspondence recently received from
the Guildford Progress Association. The
Committee was informed that, contrary
to assurances from the Main Roads
Department at a public meeting, a
century-old sugar gum forming a preecinet

of trees in James Street, Guildford, was
summarily removed for roadworks.

The Committee has conveyed its strong
moral support to the Guildford Progress
Association, the Swan-Guildford Historical
Society and the Guildford Study Group.
Also ecorrespondence has been sent to the

Hon. dJulian Grill, State Minister for
Transport, strongly stressing the
desirability of the protection of trees
from removal and the desirability of

community consultation in public works
planning and works programmes.

Intersection of Queen Victoria,

Adelaide,

he following is an extract on tree
pratectmn from an article entitled
"Suburban backyard environmental
problems confrontation or compromise?"
by Simon Molesworth, in the Vietorian
"Law Institute Journal”, Volume a8,

Number 6, June 1984, pages 647-8.

PROTECTING TREES FROM REMOVAL

People frequently express the wish to
safeguard trees on nearby properties over
which they have no proprietary interest.
Their coneerns arise from an appreciation
of the invaluable contribution trees make
to the  aesthetie quality of the
environment. Sueh concerns are often
adamantly voiced at times when &
neighbour has commeneced to lop or
remove a tree, More often than not,

ad-

s
s

Parry and Edward Streets, circa

1910, showing the Moreton Bay fig in younger state.
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there is little that can be done if the
tree owner wishes to remove his own
tree. Obviously the best hope is to talk

to the persons concerned and attempt to
convinee them of the reasonableness of
one's tree preservation views. If there
is time, a planning authority may
introduce controls under the TOWN AND
COUNTRY PLANNING ACT to preserve
trees in a designated area.

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

Pursuant to Clause 8A of the Third
Sehedule to the Town and Country
Planning Aet 1961, a planning scheme
may make provision for "the conservation
and enhancement of areas .. specified as
being of natural beauty or interest or of
importance ... by prohibiting restrieting
or regulating the destruetion of bushland
trees ..". In some distriets planning
authorities have taken advantage of these
powers and have incorporated into their
planning schemes controls on the removal
of trees. Informally, these provisions are
usually referred to as free preservation
orders (which is the formal title in
N.S.W. and Queensland).

An example of sueh tree preservation
provisions is as follows : ;
"The ring-barking, cutting down, topping,
lopping, removing, poisoning, injuring or
wilfil destruetion of any tree or trees of
eighteen inches (18" or forty-six
ecentimetres (46 cem) or more girth
(eircumference measured at waist height)
or of any tree or trees as the Couneil
may from time to time speeify is
prohibited in the protected area save and
except in the following ecireumstances,
that 15 to say :

a with the consent of Council given
in  accordance with Clause 3
thereof;

b where the delegated officer of
Couneil certifies in accordance with
Clause 4 hereof that the tree or

trees are either dying, dead,
diseased or are potentially
dangerous; '

c where the tree or trees are located

in publie reserves, Couneil owned or
Couneil controlled land;

d where the tree or trees are with
the path of - (i) proposed roadways,
(ii) proposed sewerage, (iil) proposed

drainage scheme, (iv) any other
public works that have been
approved by Couneil;

e where the tree or trees are - (i)

within 10 feet (3.048 metres) of any
existing or proposed building or
foundations, that have been
approved by Couneil."

In distriets where the planning controls
do eontain such provisions and a person
suspects that a tree is being removed in
contravention of the provisions, then the
assistance of officers of the planning
authority - normally the loecal municipal
eouneil - should be sought,

CONDITIONS IN PLANNING PERMITS

The other prineipal means by which trees
are preserved by planning eontrols is by
the preseribing of appropriate conditions
in planning permits obtained for use or
development of land. The enforeement
of such permit conditions is a matter for
the planning authorities and is normally
not a matter in which a neighbour may
become involved. However, if the
conditions on a particular permit are

known sand a contravention is being
witnessed (and negotiation appears
unlikely to succeed) then the person
concerned about the preservation of a
threatened tree could request the
authority to _take steps to enforce
complianiece with the relevant permit

conditions.

REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TREES

Over the past two years the National
Trust of Australia (Vietoria) has been
elassifying significant trees throughout
Vietoria. Trees on private property are
amongst those classified. The process of
classifieation involves a nomination, the
consideration of the nomination by an
expert committee and then, upon
approval, the entry of the tree details on
a Register.

Although the Register of Significant
Trees does not have statutory foree, it is
anticipated that planning authorities will
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availl themselves of the data available
from the Register so as to make
appropriate provision in their planning
schemes to safeguard those trees which
have been registered. Onece the trees
have been listed in the Register, loecal
authorities and private owners of the
trees are approached in order for a
scheme of protection to be negotiated.
Persons wishing to safeguard trees which
are of significance ecan notify the
National Trust - which may eventually
result in some protective measures being
preseribed by planning authorities.

In the latest issue of "Tree Society
Review", Number 2, Autumn 1984, the
journal of The Tree Soeiety in W.A., &
small article notes the first movement
in this State to classify significant trees.

The National Trust of Australia (WA) and

The Tree Society in Mareh 1984
established "THE REGISTER OF
SIGNIFICANT TREES" and the following
are the first seven trees to be so
classified.

1 King dJarrah Sawyers Valley

(in State Forest)
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2 "Mermaid" Boabab West Kimberley

3 Moreton Bay Fig  Thompson Road

Bassendean
4 Callistemon "Warrakoo"
phoenicius (stand) Darkan
5 Nuytsia floribunda Hines Road
(group of 3) Hilton
6 Karri "Gloucester Pemberton
Tree" (in State Forest)
7 English Oak Jacoby Park
Mundaring

No doubt there are more firees or stands
of trees in W.A. whieh deserve immediate
classification as signifieant on the the
Register.

If members wish to nominate trees in and
around Fremantle for inelusion on the
Register, please contact Marie Scott,
Convenor of Trees Sub-Committee, on
335 B750 or contact the Honorary
Seceretary by correspondence,

Esplanade Hotel, Marine Terrace facade, in early 1900's, sh.-::win-g decorated

horse-drawn sulkies
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FILM EVENING

THE FREMANTLE JOCIETY INC .
Pres'anfs' —_—

Richard Aftenboroughs

"GANDHI”

F‘Tf ADELAIDE STREET FREMANTLE
Sunda Fg August 19 . 7-20 p.m. SHARP!
Ticke 6‘ so

Cake Coffee ¢ Por-f' by the /051" re afferwards

Tickets are available from all Committee Members
(See Page 2)

FREMANTLE “PUB CRAWL”

SATURDAY AUGUST 2 5 th 7.30 PM

7.30 - 8.00 - Congregate at PARK HOTEL PUBLIC BAR
(Blow-up photographs of Early Fremantle)

8.00 - B8.45 : Walk to NATIONAL HOTEL PUBLIC BAR
(Superb internal fittings and stained glass)

8.45 - 9.30 - Walk to ESPLANADE HOTEL SALOON/LOUNGE BAR
(Only remaining two storey verandah)

9.30 - 10.15 - Walk to FREEMASONS HOTEL MASONS BAR
(Internal pub brewery - English ales/beers)

10.15 - 11.00 + : Walk to FEDERAL HOTEL LOGFIRE BARS
(Internally renovated - musie to end evening)

COST : $3.00 PER PERSON COLLECTED AT PARK AND ON ROUTE

PARKING : Advisable to leave cars in Fremantle Malls
Preferable to use temperate pilots or taxis

PAGE 8



n The Australian Conssrvation Faundation's &

The Australian Conservation Foundation,
of which The Society is an institutional
member, has recently established a
special elub called "QUEST" designed for
adolescents under 15 years of age, who
"enjoy the bush and animals, and would
like to improve our environment",

Members are referred to as "QUESTERS"
and the aims are to :

* learn more about the environment;

* take an active part in conservation;
and

* ecare for animals and their habitats.

General activities organised for and by
Questers are bushwalks, camps, animal
spotting and habitat observation. They
also work to make their community a
better place in which to live by planting
trees and removing rubbish.

The most important aetivity is the
conduet of QUEST SURVEYS. A Quest
Survey is an investigation of the loecal
environment within guidelines and with
special materials provided by the ACF
Co-Ordinator. Questers observe the
environment and econvey information to
the ACF to be wused by Museums,
hospitals and researchers to  help in
understanding more about wildlife and the
environment,

The first survey is on pet tropieal fish
and the results will help researchers at
the Fairfield Hospital to learn more
about a rare skin disease,

Guesters are encouraged to initiate their
own projeets, surveys and other activities
and form loeal Quest Clubs.

Individual subseription is $10.00 per
person, however, family subseription is
$10.00 for the first member and $5.00

for each additional member.
begin from July 1st

Subseriptions
each vyear (with

$1.00 pro-rata reduction for each
quarter).

Each Quester receives :

* a Quest Handbook with information

on the econduct of surveys, the
discovery and identification of
native birds, plants and animals, the
planning of walks, camps and
activities, and survival hints;
an identification card;
a Quest badge; and

* four copies per year of the QUEST
NEWSLETTER with up-to-date
information about the environment,

other Questers' activities and ideas
for activities.
Further information or membership
application forms can be obtained by
writing to :

Jenny Whyte

Quest Co-Ordinator
ACF Quest Club

672 B Glenferrie Road

HAWTHORN VIC 3122

Vale Jim Paterson

In- early July, The Society lost a much
revered and respected member. Mr.
James (Jim) Paterson, a Perth printer and
war veteran passed away at the age of
84,

Jim, who was decorated with the Italian
Croece di  Guerra for anti-submarine
services in the Great War, was also
greatly respected for his long service to
the scouting movement in W.A.

Born in Kalgoorlie he moved with his
family to Scotland in 1915, where he
joined the Royal Naval Service as a
mechanie, radio observer and rear gunner.

On returning to W.A., he established
Gilwell training for scouts and became
the fourth echief commissioner of the
movement in 1936.

A widower, Jim spent the latter years of
his life at his Masman Park home and
left a foster daughter.
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Letter to the Editor
Mineral Sands Industry:

Hazard To Fremantle?

The following letter was received in
response to the article in "Fremantle"
Vol. 11, N° 4, entitled "Mineral Sands
Industry : Hazard to Fremantle".

Dear Sir/Madam

I was recently lent a copy of your most
recent edition of "Fremantle" and being a
geologist working for one of the Capel

based mining companies, I was most
interested in the article entitled
"Mineral Sands [Industry Hazard to

Fremantle". Because of your obvious
concern about the industry, I hope that
you don't mind if, in this letter, I try to
correct a few inaccuracies and errors
that were contained in the article.

The article claimed that all minerals
produced by the industry are significantly

radioactive and that monazite and
xenotime are highly radioactive. In truth
these minerals' radioactivity is only
relative. Ilmenite, zircon and rutile are

very weakly radioactive while monazite is
only mildly so. To mentally liken these
minerals to highly radioactive substances
that are produced, say, from the core of
a nuclear resactor, 18 like trying to
compare a gentle breeze with a cyeclone.

While the Australind plant of Laporte
processes ilmenite into titanium dioxide
pigment (not synthetie rutile as claimed),
it consumes only a small proportion of
this State's ilmenite produetion. Most of
the State's ilmenite is exported to Japan,
Europe, the U.S.A. and Russia.

While some rutile may be wused to
produce titanium metal for military
purposes, the overwhelming majority of
rutile's end uses is in normal industry,
such as paint pigment, welding rod
electrodes and so on. similarly, only a
fraction of the State's zircon produetion
goes towards fuel rod casting (if at all).
Over 95% of zircon is used in the
foundry and easting industries together

with lesser amounts in the produetion of
tiles and other ceramies.

To claim that Thorium is & nuelear
material is a little unfair. The Daily
News investigations showed that, in two

experimental reactors in Europe, nuclear
fuel comprising 90% uranium 10% thorium

was being tested. The process was
anything but commereial and it is
inconceivable that spent fuel was

processed into nuelear arms material.

Your article on page 8 mentioned that
spills of monazite have occurred and
implied inadequate clean-up afterwards.
As well, the potential for monazite to
contaminate other cargo on the wharves
was stated. In reply, could I just say
that a monazite spill would need to be
left unattended for many months before
someone living next door to the spill site
would have their exposure levels raised
to the point that there was reason for
coneern. Monazite really is weakly
radioactive and a few tens or hundreds
of kilograms accidentally spread out over
a wharf or group of containers would
pose only minimal risk.

Also on page 8, the spread of radioactive
wind-blown dust is mentioned. Could I

ask you to contact the Public Health
Department who will explain that their
earlier assertion that this sort of

pollution happens is now acknowledged to
be quite wrong. The separation of
monazite grains from all the other beach
sand grains produces exceedingly small
amounts of dust which are not a health
hazard. The elevated levels of
radioaetivity in Geraldton, Capel and
Wonnerup were caused by dumping of
monazite-bearing  sands  whiech  were
produced as an intermediate tailings
produet from the mining and processing
operations. Sueh dumping no longer
takes place (it stopped in Capel some 10
yvears ago) and eclean-ups of the townsites
have removed the hazardous material
from around all houses, schools and
similar places.

Finally, Dr. Jennings' possible solutions as
printed on plage 9 of your article are
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mostly sensible and worthwhile. However
his last two solutions are something of a
red herring in relation to the article as
a whole. Solution "e" is to prevent
mining at Forrest and Minninup Beaches
by Cable Sands (not my employer- by the
way) and to let mining take place on
other inland deposits. The problem with
this solution is that there are no worth-
while reasons why mining should not take

place in these two coastal area.
Rehabilitation will be mostly baek to
native vegetation; there will be no

pollution of the air or water or soils:
and there is absolutely no risk that the
re-created dunes will move inland after
mining has ceased. As well, if mining
does not take place in the next 10 years
or 50, DBunbury's urban expansion will
swallow the two areas up and the
mineral deposits will never be mined.

This would be a rather selfish thing,
considering that mineral sands are a very
limited resource.

To coneclude, the mineral sands industry
Is a most important one for this State.
The radioactivity issue has been highly
exaggerated but, now that a sensible
approach is being adopted by the
community, as exemplified by vyour own
article, commonsense is beginning to
prevail.

I would have no objections if you wish to
print this letter in your next edition of
"Fremantle" and I would be most happy
to answer queries that you or your
members might wish to pose.

Yours faithfully

B.K. MASTERS

. :|

n

-

.”“"'ﬂllli..rn "

High Street, from intersection with Pakenham Street, circa 1905,

west to Roundhouse,
blocks laid on rolled limestone base.

Note road construction method - bitumen on

looking
jarrah
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PUBLIC TELEVISIOR (WA) INC.

The Commitlee has inviled a representative

of PTW to  eddress the July 23rd
Committee Meeling on it5  nature,
funetion and aimg and the possible
advantages of membership for Thie
Sociely.

The [ollowing 15 &n information press
release of PTW which is based at the

Film and Television Institute Building in
Adelaide Streel, Fremanile.

WHO IS PUBLIC TELEVISION (WA) INC?

The Board consists of representatives
from the W.A. Sports Federation; W.A.
Council for Children's Film and
Television; Ethnic Broadeasing Couneil;
Trades and Labour Councgil;. Aboriginal
Legal -Service; Conservation Council; Film
and Television Institute and Public
Broadeasting Association of Australia.

Pubilte Television (WA} Ine. B in the
process of preparing a lieence application
for a new television siation in Perih.
The critical point of Publie Television is
its intention fto cater for the broad
COEmmUnity through g diversily of
viewpoinls. TELEYISION 15 THE
DOMINANT MEDIUM N CONTEMPORARY
AUSTRALIAN S0OCIETY. There 15 no
alternative scale in lelevision as there
are with the other media, e.g., publie
radio, independent film and suburban
press, These media are to o an extent
pecassible whereas television is restricted
to & professional elite. This  has
significant effect on the development of
independent film and television expression
in -Australia.  Individuals who have the
molivation to produce programs (whether
on film or video) withoul resorting to
mass laste formula do not have the
opportunity. of  felevision presentation.
Their messeges are currently restricted in
distribution  and.  therefore limited 1o
minority, lLe., effectively elite audiences.

THE ROLE OF PUBLIC TELEVISION

Public  television would provide an
alternative service to that on commercial
and ABC television. The key is access
to television, a medium which for mosl
of us is distant and closed off. Ideally,
public  television would be like publie
radio where a range of people with
varying interests would eome in and make
programs. Reality for television is a lot
different a5 program production can be a
complex exergise involving a number of
pecple and ecertain costs, Therefore lo
provide an alternative serviee Publie
Television would seek programs from
various sources untapped by commercial
and ABC Television, and would eater for
speciflic audiences which are denied by
the race for ratings.

HOW FAR OFF 15 IT?

Aboul twe years, given there is & licence
hearing later this year, and it would lake
ang year o sel up transmission from ithe
ume g heence is granted, S0 we would
be looking al some Ume in 1988,

WHENCE [8 THE MONEY COMING?

g number of Zources
Federal Government  for
community,  private and
agencies  for  sponsoring
possibly. some limited

[t would ecome f(rom
including  the
seeding  maney,
governmen tal
grograms, and
advertising.
With the present state of the economy it
i, important for Public Television Lo
become ‘enlrepreneurial in  sustaining ils
operalions. The environment & right for
this in  Weslern Awsiralia and the
television market here 5 too small to
support it by itself.. A television stalion
must share its ¢osts whelber through &
comman  network or by some  financlial
enterprise.

5 THERE PUBLIC
ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD?

TELEVISION

This depends on how you classify public
television, For example, the Publie
Television network in  the United States
i5 more like the ABC here, and we ware
quite familiar with programs like Sesame
alreel. Communily access channels have
existed on ecable television in the USA,
Canads and the UK. These could be
cofsidered a5 models for  communily
groups. programming dicectly on television,
Pubslic Television in  Australia though has
set its own sign posts, for example when
Frevideo put & series, "Stale Your Case’
o air on Channgl 7 and when the groups
in Melbourne have had preview broad-
casts on multicullural lelevision.

OM WHICH CHAMNKEL WOULD PTW
BROADC ASTT

We would prefer to broadeast on the
¥YHF ~or Yery High Freguency band. Al
Perth ‘stations transmit- on this, but we

realise the bend space B limited and we
may have Lo broadeast on UHF or Ulira
High Fregueney. This i5 of concern 1o
us, for il may restriet out potential
audience al & oritical stage, that is,
when we are just getting off the ground.
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All television receivers are tuned to YHF
but not all cen receive UHF.

WHAT KIND OF
WOULD BE SHOWHN?

PROGRAMMES

The staple
television  would

nrogramming. of  public
be in ‘the communily
educalion  ares. We would envisage
programming  which 5 initiated by
communily groups, by independent Tilm or
videao makers,  or from  gowvernment
information/education bodies.  Nationally
they would come from other puablic
lelevision groups and Independent [ilm
and - wvideo mekers. We would see &
eritical component coming from Special
Broadeasting Service (5BS). Az well we
would look for overseas programmes such
a5 those made by the independent ([ilm
and video makers who produce channel 4
in the UK.

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR OWH CHANNEL
OR WOULD YOU SHARE?

We estimate being able to programme 16
hours & week, 50 & channel sharing
optien with either a commercial station
or the Special Brosdeasting Seeviee could
be ecceplable, depending on seheduling of
lime m wviewing periods end the necessily
for channel shering legislation. The
Special Broadeasting Service B funded by
the government and exists tlo provide
multiculiural programs. It s wirtuslly
the cosmopolitan complement of the ABC,
recognising that Australia is no longer
the reserve of While Angle Baxons. Al

the momentl L only ‘operates in Sydney,
Melbourne and  Canberra. Publie
Television i3 arguing that whan Gt s

proposed that the SBS service be brought
to Perth it 5 doné a3 part of an
independent Public Television Station.

By doing this we maintain the waluable

input of local communily expression,
whether ethnic or olherwise, lo provide a
completle  program SEerVice for Perih
viewers,




