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The Fremantle Tramways Barn under construction

A major development has been proposed for this block at the western end of High Street. This
Is welcome in principle, as many of the buildings are empty, or are used as carparks.

The proximity of this site to the Roundhouse means that the quality and height of the
development are of critical importance to the character of the West End. As they will occupy
the foreground of most views over the City from the Roundhause gntrance, or from elsewhere on
Arthur Head, the buildings on the site must not be allowed to detract from the existing vistas.



< %<2\ The FremantleSociety Inc.
:?;:f! & The Aims of the Society

* To give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.

. I:nmuragn. the improvement of the F remantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-
I;EITI.]HE_ is LII:'I]qLIL' character.

* Encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aestheuc value.

* Ensure that new development complements established patierns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards
and serves the long term interests of the area.

* Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

FREMANTLE SOCIETY DIRECTORY

Postal Address : P.O. Box 198 " PROJECT OFFICERS
'REMANTLE 6160
B RESTORATION ADVISORS
Tony Connor 335 6647 (H)
Society Rooms : First Floor Wayne Jacks 335 gg;g EE;
Princess Chambers Les Lauder 335
o7 Mok ot Strest Carl Payne 335 7074 (H)
FREMANTLE PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY . i
osite Wesley Chureh) Tony Connar 99
{opp d RECORDS CURATOR
Reg Gordon 335 8473 (H)
ACQUISITIONS ASSISTANT
Gerda Fowler 335 4992 (H)

COMMITTEE FOR 1985

PRESIDENT

John Hickman 335 7704 (H) SUBCOMMITTEE CONVENORS

VICE-PRESIDENT

Christine Wheeler 335 7017 (H)
HON. TREASURER ORAL HISTORY

John Kennedy 381 6068 (H) Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)
HON. SECRETARY PLANNING

Brian Davies 336 2413 (H) Les Lauder 335 6308 (H)
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PURLIC ATIONS

Mark Howard 335 6308 (H) Brian Davies 336 2413 (H)

Ken Jackson 339 1502 (H) SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Helen Kennedy 381 6068 (H) Responsibility of the Committee,

Les Lauder 335 6308 (H) Contact : Hon. Secretary.

Tim Maeckintosh 335 4231 (H)

Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)

John Watkin 335 9459 (H)

Liz West 335 7275 (H)

NEW MEMBERS

Rosalie Anderson; Sally Ausden; David Bell; Jeffries Brockway; P & M. Howetlt; Vicki Masterton;

Kim

and Vivienne McHarg; Sue Murdoch; Mr & Mrs. W. Passler; J.D. & MK, Riddett; Jenny

Thomas.
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7.30 pm

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY WINE AND CHEESE NIGHT

SOME HOME TRUTHS
ABOUT SAMSON HOUSE

Our guest speaker is Linda Young, Curator of History at the W.A.
Museum. She has been responsible for planning, preparing, and
supervising the conservation of Samson House and its contents.

This project is more than the restoration of a building; it has provided
some interesting glimpses in to the lives of its former occupants.

Thursday 11th July

Upstairs Hall, Fremantle Education Centre
(Princess May Building)

Admission: $3.00 per adult.

Enquiries: 336 2413

LETTERS

THE EDITOR
"F REMANTLE"

I ‘am carrying out research on the life of
Paul Bert Bailey, who was better known as
"Skipper" Bailey, on behalf of Skipper
Mit subishi.

From information obtained so far, it seems
that he arrived in Fremantle in 1897, aged
about 20. His father, Frank Bailey, ran a
timber yard in Doonan Street, now Holdswoarth
Street.

The nickname "Skipper" was earned during
his career as master of the ferries "Zephyr"
and "Westralian", and of the tug "Spark".

Back on shore, he started a taxi service and
Hupmaobile dealership in Perth. A branch was
started in Fremantle in the 1920's as Ventura
Motors.

| would be wvery grateful if any readers who

have knowledge or material concerning
"Skipper" Bailey, would contact me on
367 2910.

Yours faithfully
ANN PHELOUNG

THE EDITOR
"F REMANTLE"

I am in full agreement with your comment
printed after my letter in "Fremantle" Vol. 13
MNo. 1 The way in which the terrace in
front of the new Papa Luigi's has been
executed is most unfortunate. Not only does
it intrude into the Street, but is also
savagely mutilated by the two ramps, which
completely destroy its effectiveness as an
outdoor piazza. Two entirely inappropriate
canopies deliver the coup de grace to what
was, in its infancy, a praomising scheme.

Yours sincerely

WITOLD GENEROWICZ
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Looking for a Future - South Fremantle Post Office in Hampton Road.

This landmark on the boundary of South Fremantle and Beaconsfield has recently been offered for
sale by the Australian Government.
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GOVERNMENT LAND
IN FREMANTLE

A BICENTENARY SUGGESTION

by Brian Davies, The Society's Secretary.

In April, The Fremantle Society was invited
by the Fremantle City Council to suggest a
project which could be funded by the
Australian Bicentennial Authority's Heritage
and Environment Programme.

& Bicentennial project, to be worthy of the
name, ought to be something out of the
ordinary, to set it apart from developments
which occur as a matter of course. Ideally,
it should fulfill some local civic needs,
becoming a long-term asset to the City.

Sydney's Centennial Park is a perfect
illustration of this theme. Its five hundred
acres may have seemed extravagant a century

ago; now it serves a population of three
million or more.
Fremantle's most pressing civic needs are

financial security, and conservation of its
built environment. The Fremantle Society has
presented a bold suggestion which, if
accepted by the Western Australian and
Commonwealth Governments, would go a long
way towards meeting these needs

FAIR RATES OR HANDOUTS?

The large number of unrateable Government-
owned properties in Fremantle pose a widely
recognised problem for the city. Private
property rates are anomalously high, vet
there is a severe shortfall. Should the State
and Federal Governments agree to pay rates

to the Fremantle Counecil, every other
Council in Australia would demand similar
treatment.

In recent years, a policy of applying for

special-purpose government grants, and citing
Fremantle's special circumstances, has been
quite fruitful. It is not a sound strategy for
more than the near future, as changes in
governments or their policies could easily let
Fremantle fall from favour.

Alsa, there is the handout effect to consider.
Many of these grants are for particular
purposes, and cannot be diverted to areas of
greater need. Some grants have their real
value greatly reduced by strict time periods
for expenditure, by excessive delays in
granting approval, or by imposing alien
administrative burdens on the recipients. In
effect; much of the Council's power to direct
resources to where they are needed;, is
usurped by funding agencies in Perth or
Canberra.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION - HOW?

The need to maintain and protect Fremantle's

unigue urban environment is a recurrent
theme in this journal. At present, this vast
responsibility is neither funded not adminis-

tered in a comprehensive way. Efforts are
being made, but much more is needed. For
some of the organizations concerned, and for

Fremantle Council in particular, heritage
conservation is ‘just one of many competing
interests that must be served, often under
pressure.

There is a clear need for an effective
authority in the Fremantle area, established
purely for the purpose of heritage
conservation. If properly constituted, it
could be self-sustaining without being too
large or powerful.

TRANSFER ALL GOVERNMENT LAND IN

FREMANTLE TO A HERITAGE MANAGEMENT
TRUST

The essence of the Fremantle Society's
proposal ig that the Commonwealth
Lovernment would present all its land and

buildings in the municipality to Fremantle as
a Bicentennial gift, and that the State
Government would do likewise.
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Fremantle's special place in the history of
Western Australia, its remarkable buildings
and townscape and (hopefully) its accession to
the World Heritage List, would justify such
privileged treatment. Perhaps another
deserving municipality could have its turn at
the Tricentenary?

The properties granted to the City would not
be under the direct control of the Fremantle
City Couneil. Instead they would be
transferred to a F remantie Heritage
Management Trust, which would then |ease
them back to their present occupants.

This trust would be established specifically to
acquire, manage, restore and maintain the
Bicentennial Grant properties, and other
buildings or items of heritage wvalue in the
Fremantle area. It would be requried to
place protective covenants on all properties
of heritage value in its possession; other
suitable requirements would be written into
its constitution or charter.

An important feature of the project is that
the proposed trust would not be exempt from
paying council rates. As a result, Fremantle

Council would derive rate revenue from
Government bodies via the Heritage
Management Trust leases. All leases would

be structured to allow for rates, maintenance,
restoration, and other trust activities.

HIGH VALUE, LOW OUTLAY

There is no denying that such a gift would
be an extremely wvaluable one, iIf reckoned at
the face wvalue of the properties concerned.
The actual expenditure involved, however,
would be relatively smally covering Lhe
establishment of a small administrative unit
and land title transfers.

There is also no denyving that quite a few
government departments would have to pay
rent on buildings which they presently occupy
for free. This expenditure would be balanced
by other savings. The proposed trust would
be financially responsible for maintenance of
the buildings, and Fremantle Council's need
for special-purpose funds would be greatly
reduced.

NOT TOO MUCH TO ASK

Are we asking for too much? 1 think not.

If Fremantle can be put back on its financial
feet by a scheme In which public property
would remain public property, we should be
asking for it. If, as well, Fremantle's
buildings and special characterr can be
preserved  for the enjoyment of future
generations, we must ask for it.

The "EMERALD" on the Swan River

The "Emerald" was very similar to the "Zephyr", another steam ferry. Note the ornate carved

name plate at the bow.
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A CITY SQUANDERS ITS HERITAGE

-

Scots Church Cottage, constructed in 1904,

Built of stone to match the nearby Scots Church (1897), this caretaker's cottage was demolished
in June 1985 by Fremantle City Council, to make way for the Parry Street Extension.

Objections by the Fremantle 5ociety, many Fremantle architeets, and many other residents have
not deterred the Council from constructing the road.

ACTIVITIES

June 30 Annual Film Night, F.T.L October Housing Inspection Tour
"The Killing of Angel Street" Contact Liz West, 335 7275
. . if your house i itable.
July 11 Conservation Seminar LY, your-toage ia. suttale
Wine and Cheese Evening, Movember Fremantle Week Walks
Fremantle Education Centre Bush Dance??
August Society Dinner December Annual General Meeting

September  Guiz MNight??
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7.30pm

TICKETS: $6

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY’S ANNUAL FILM NIGHT

THE KILLING OF ANGEL STREET

A thriller based on a real-life conservation battle

Sunday 30th June
FTI CINEMA ONE, ADELAIDE ST., FREMANTLE

Coffee, tea etc around the log fire after the show.

BOOKINGS: 335 4992 or 335 7017

COMMITTEE NOTES

THREE CASUAL VACANCIES

Additional Committee members are needed,
particularly in the Social Activities and
Fublications areas. If you can help, please
contact the Secretary on 336 2413 (H) or
382 0629 (W)

ORAL HISTORY MEETINGS

The Oral History Subcommittee now meets at
12.30 pm on the third Monday of each month,
in the Society Rooms.

2AMSON HOUSE BARBECUE

AND GUILDFORD TOUR

Each of these events was enjoyed by some 35
people and modest financial profits were
reported.

The hospitality of our hosts, the W.A.
Museum and the Guildford Historical Society,
were greatly appreciated.

HOUSING INSPECTION TOUR

Do you have a house which would be of
interest to other members of the Society? It
does not have to be a mansion, and it does
not have to be old. If you can make it
available for an afternoon in October, please
contact Liz West on 335 7275 (H) or
335 6322 (W)

MEMBERSHIP FORMS

A membership form has been enclosed with
this issue of "Fremantle" : please encourage a
friend or relative to join. Additional forms
are always available from the Secretary.

VISIT BY AH.C. CHAIRMAN

Dr. Joe Baker, the Chairman of the
Australian Heritage Commission, will be
visiting Western Australia in  July. The
Committee has accepted an invitation for
representatives of the Society to meet with
him, hopefully in Fremantle.

HERITAGE LEGISLATION ANNOUNCED

At the end of May, the Premier announced
that heritage legislation will be introduced
during the next session of ' the W.A.
Parliament.  Progress towards this important
goal will be encouraged and monitored by
the Committee.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Regular meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the
fourth Monday of each month. All members
are welcome to attend.
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