Vol. 13 No. 3 1985

S Ciifical Publication of The Fremanlle Sociely inc. Princess Chambers, 2‘.! Markel 51, Fremantio,
Postal: P.0. Box 158, Fremantle. G160, Patron: The AT, Hon, Sir Pagl Hasluck,

ORAL HISTORY IN FREMANTLE

The  Thistorical vresearch sub-committee,
formed in the early seventies, collected
photographs of  buildings, people and
scenes of early Fremantle. These photos
had been sorted and housed in five folios
by Ken and Charlotte Brodie. The folios
are -available in our rooms for all
members' wuse and pleasure, On ‘social
occasions after wallks or housing
inspections, these folios have been much
en joyed by members and the public and have
been viewed with great interest.

The group also gathered oral history on
tape from older people 1living 1in the
Fremantle District.

Recording peoples' memories on tape was a
very new method in Western Australia at
this time. Few people had experience in
this technique. The work done was fine
pioneering effort. This programme was
completed in 1977 and the tapes subsequently
edited by Larraine Stevens and stored in
the Fremantle Library.

Response to a questionnalre circulated to
members early in 1979 indicated a
significant number of members interested
in local history. These members gathered
to hear an introductory talk by Larraine
Stevens on the aims and methods of oral
historians, using tape recorders.

A newspaper article written by Jean
Teagdale, a professional social worker,
promoting this me thod of recording
history, prompted us teo 1invite her to
address the group. Her knowledge,
enthusiasm and offers of support, inspired
us to become affiliated with the Oral
History Association of Australia. Jean
Teasdale was organising Secretary of the
O.H.A.A. at this time. Michael Williams
of the Australian Recordists Association
and a member of the 0.H.A.A., gave us an
informal talk and demonstration of tape
recording and the use of the microphone.
Kathy Power of U.W.A., became our first
sub-group Convenor. So we really were off
te a2 good start. Events followed rapidly
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® To give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.

®* Encourage the improvement of the Fremantle areas as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst re-
taiming 11s unigue character.

¢ LEncourage the retention and restoration of buildings of histaric and aesthetic value.

* Ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and aesthetic standards
and serves the long term interests of the area.

* Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

Postal Address : P.O. Box 198 : PROJECT OFFICERS
FREMANTLE 8160
RESTORATION ADVISORS
Tony Connor 335 6647 (H)
Society Rooms : First Floor Wayne Jacks 335 6474 (H)
a7 Market Street Carl Payne 335 7074 (H)
FREMANTLE PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
{DDDCISHE WES]-E!"' Church) TMF Connor 335 6647 {H}
RECORDS CURATOR
Reg Gordon 335 B473 (H)
ACQUISITIONS ASSISTANT
Gerda Fowler 335 4992 (H)
COMMITTEE FOR 1985
PRESIDENT
Vacant : ; 2 )
e SRR RN SUBCOMMITTEE CONVENORS
Christine Wheeler 335 7017 (H)
HON. TREASURER ORAL HISTORY
John Kennedy 381 6068 (H) : :
Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)
HON. SECRETARY PLANNING
Brian Davies 336 2413 (H)
Mark Howard 335 6308 (H) : "
far Teikarn 339 1502 (H) Brian Davies 336 2413 (H)
Helen Kennedy 381 6068 (H) SUtal AL ALV EITe ¢
Re: ibilit the Committee.
Les Lauder 335 6308 (H) SHpasibiity ok tie Gt
Tim Mackintosh 335 4231 (H)
Alice Smith 339 4486 (H)
John Watkin 335 9459 (H)
Liz West 335 T275 (H)

NEW MEMBERS

Hans Van Ander, Dianne Burr, John Cameron, Dawn Davies/Oyster Beds Restaurant,
Patrick Howard, Wendy McDonnell, John Williams, Theresa Williams, Fremantle Hospital

Anaesthetic Department
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THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY’S
ANNUAL GUIDED WALK

Commencing at 2 p.m. near the main entrance

to Fremantle Town Hall

SUNDAY 17th NOVEMBER

The walk will cover the West End,

looking at changes to buildings and the waterfront

resulting from preparations for the America's Cup Defence

ADULTS : $52.00

Refreshments

CHILDREN : No Charge

afterwards

(from p. 1)

for us. The Government had funded Battye
Library in 1975 to record histories of our
pioneers on tape, as part of the coming
sesugi-centennial year. 5o we had another
source of support.

Acecredited delegates and other members
attended the first national conference of
the Oral History Association held at Mt.
Lawley College in the August of that year.
International and interstate delegates and
visitors also attended. There were talks
by Professor John Saville, Chairman of
the United Kingdom Oral History BSociety,
and Professor Bolton of Murdoch University.

Oral History courses offered by the
Extension Services of U.W.A. were well
supported over the vyears by all our
members . One such course was held at
Fremantle Library last year.

Pressure of work forced Kathy Power to
retire, so Alice Bmith took over from her
in 1980, and has served us faithfully and
well since then, as our sub-group
convenor .

GERDA FOWLER

WHAT IS ORAL HISTORY 7

Oral history aims at catching, by means of
tape recorded interviews, the recollections
of ordinary people, of events within
living memory. Such interviews can then
be transcribed immediately, or filed for
future reference, thus preserving
invaluable source material that would
otherwise be lost.

The tapes are then catalogued, and stored
under suitable conditions. After
permission has been granted by the
interviewee, they are then made available
to the general public, also for use in
social and research projects.

KATHY POWER
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KEEPING OUR HISTORY ALIVE

Last year my husband and I returned from a
holiday in Africa. One particular night
we were sitting around a @ campfire
listening to a man tell some fascinating
stories, while lions and hyenas filled the
night air with their calls. This man
loved the veldt and was well versed in its
lore and African folk tales. When the
camp was quiet he explained that he would
invite African to his fire and, over a mug
of brandy, ask him to relate the stories
of his tribe.

Afterwards I thought that this is how oral
history began and of course, 1is still
practised in many parts of Africa today.
It was a memorable evening and one which
no=-one wanted to end. Everyone was
relaxed and listened intently to what our
African friend had to say. This is really
the basis of interviewing ; making your
informant feel comfortable and listening
with interest to his or her life story. I
find this the  most en joyable  and
satisfying part of oral history. However,
on returning to base there are certain
housekeeping tasks to be completed.

In the case of the Fremantle City Library
and the Fremantle Society, these are
necessary so that the material can be made
available to others, A collection is
useless, unless actual or potential users
are aware of its existence, know what it
contains, and know how to gain access to
the informatiom. 1Im this article I will
outline the way in which tapes are
organised, and stored, at the Library.

On returning from an interview a number of
steps are followed. Firstly, the tape and
box are labelled with the informant's
name , the date and place of the interview,
the interviewer's name and name of the
project.

This identification, and a brief
introduction, are then recorded at the
beginning of the tape.

The next step 1is the preparation of a
synopsis. This involves listening to the
tape, and noting major toplics and
important names mentioned. In this way a
researcher could A5sSess the tape's
relevance to his work.

Public Festivities in Fremantle.

Left, P.C. Wright's Carousel at South Beach ¢. 1915.

Right, a Wood, Son & Co. float - occasion unknown.
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HOUSING INSPECTION

TOUR
SUNDAY 24th NOVEMBER

This year's tour starts at 2 p.m. at

59 WRAY AVENUE,

FREMANTLE

(near Stammers Supermarket)

ADULTS : $2.00

CHILDREN : No Charge

While compiling the synopsis, members
listen to the interview to evaluate their
technique and its content and quality.

Questions such as "are there leads I need
to explore?" "Does the sound quality live
up to my expectations'", etc. are asked.
Here we are fortunate, that time 18
usually set aside at each meeting of the
Oral History sub-group, for members to
play their tapes and in this way we learn
from one another's experience, i.e. the
errors, successes and problems.

Although a transcript of an interview may
allow the researcher easier access to the
information, transcription is an expensive
and time-consuming exercise, The
synopsis, on the other hand, is not so
time-consuming, and the researcher is
encouraged to listen to the tape, and so
fully appreciate the sound, feeling,
language and flavour of the recorded
interview,

When group members have completed the
above, the tapes are Dbrought to the
library for staff to catalogue and store.

The tape synopsis and other documents
(e.g. copy of birth certificate, newspaper
article) are then placed in large manilla
envelopes and arranged alphabetically by
name of informant in a metal filing
cabinet. The tapes are stored separately,

as they make holes in the envelopes, and
it 1s better to store them on edge. They
are kept at an air-conditioned temperature
of just over 70°F and protected from dust.

Blank tapes have also been purchased and
copies made to safeguard the originals.
The copies are then used by researchers in
the library, at the two listening posts
provided, while the master tapes are
stored away safely.

Every year the tapes that have not been
played are rewound to relieve any strains
and adhesions that could affect the tape
and hence the recording.

On completion of an interview a letter or
card 1s sent to the informant thanking
them for their time, and the material they
have so generously contributed to the
collection. As oral historians we are
privileged to enter into another's home
and life. It 1s a unique experience and
one which we must never abuse. Sometimes
contact with an informant extends long
after the interview, and wvery firm
friendships develop. The collection has
been publicised through the Fremantle
Society's newsletter and the Fremantle
Gazette. It is a growing collection and
one which will make a valuable contribution
to future research in Fremantle.

L. STEVENS,
Fremantle City Library
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EXPERIENCES OLD AND NEW

THE 1938 HISTORY PROJECT-WITH THE
FREMANTLE SOCIETY AMATEURS

There always seems to have Dbeen an
interest in Oral History in the Fremantle
Soclety.

The Oral History Association held a course
inn 1983 for recorders. Some of us
attended and we gained a much better idea
of what we were to do. There seemed to be
a fair amount of technical knowledge
required and this was a bit daunting.
Still, Jean Teasdale seemed to think we
would be good encugh to take part in the
Australia 1938 History Project. Our part
was to record tapes with pecople who had
volunteered to tell of their lives up to
1938, The emphasis was on family at the
time of Australia's 150th celebration.

It was a help to have volunteers. One of
the tricky things with Oral History is to
ring up a complete stranger and ask if you
may record their memories and personal
lives. The Programme Co-ordinator from
Canberra supplied a questionnaire for us
to follow. This meant that interviewers
Australia wide would cover common ground.
The volunteers came from all backgrounds
and varied in age. We have people who
were 10 vyears of age in 1938, to those in
their thirties.

My interviewees were a woman who worked 1n
a paper factory, a school boy, a young
married man doing roof tiling and a young
doctor. What a mixture of experience they
had. My lasting impression is of how the
young workers coped with the depression
years.

The factory worker was one of a large
family and her wages were pooled for the
common good. The wyoung tiler told how he
left Fremantle, by push bike, for a 7.30
a.m. start at Tuart Hill. Working
conditions were tough - no time off for
rain, of course. A bag over head and
shoulders was all that he had and time was
important ., There didn't seem to be a
formal lunch break and at the end of the
day was the long ride home. He recalled
the relief he felt as he reached the rope
works bend of Stirling Highway - he was
nearly home.

There were many stories collected that
showed what a different place Fremantle
was i1n 1938, Few people had cars. Houses
were basic without telephones and few
electrical appliances. Eating out meant
the corner cafe or visiting friends. It
was a small closed community that made its
own entertainment close to home. Going to
Fremantle for shopping was a quite
occasion, at trip to the 'big smoke' of
Perth, a rare treat. The 1938 Fremantle
had very few ethnic groups, very different
from the mixture of peoples that World War
IT and later, have brought.

Memory 1is a strange thing, and Oral
History is only one source for recording
the 1life of a community. It was
interesting to find how often different

peaople remembered the same events and
places and how well they conformed to
written records. Australia's  150th
celebrations seem to have made little

impact in W.A. No one seemed to remember
them at all. This was interesting as the
Centenary of W.A. 1929 was well remembered.
What happened in Sydney or any Eastern
State, seemed very far away.

This project gave the Oral History Group
valuable experience - and a boost in
confidence. Qur efforts couldn't have
been too bad as our Canberra feed back was
that 'the tapes were of remarkably high
quality'. Several of the Fremantle people
we taped have been contacted for further
information and photographs for the
History Volume.

Perhaps there are some members of the
Society who would like to joinm 1in the
recording of our people, our places and
the story of our industries. This would
help to catch the history before it
disappears. If your don't want to be a
recorder, you will at least know what we
are about when we call. ©Please give us
the opportunity to catch the Fremantle you
know.

ZOE GRIFFIN
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HIGHS AND LOWS OF ORAL HISTORY
RECORDING

At each meeting of our group, we report on
progress made with recordings and advise
of new contacts made. We discuss
experiences and give moral support to one
another.

We have all experienced the warmth of
elderly people who invite us into their
homes to allow wus to capture their
recollections on tape, and some lasting
friendships have been made, These happy
experiences outweigh the frustrations and
disappointments, such as a journey of many
miles to wvisit a former Fremantle lady who
has been extremely difficult to contact,
only to find a note on the door - "Sorry,
I forgot it was my pension club day."

Younger people and current events have an
important role in oral history and a
refreshing  aspect of our  work is
interviewing groups currently active 1in
Fremantle.

In 1983 our main theme was "Entertainment
in Fremantle", soc besides interviewing
older people who had been involved in the
music groups, theatre and concert parties
of earlier years, we approached groups now
based in Fremantle and recordings were
made by principals of "Harbour Theatre",
"Spare Parts Puppet Theatre", "Deck Chair
Theatre" (which was just getting started),
and -other. These charmingly articulate
people are a delight to listen to as they
tell of their hopes and dreams for the
future but of the perpetual striving for
funding. "Deck Chair Theatre" subsequently
moved into a building in South Terrace and
it is interesting to learn that "Spare
Parts Puppet Theatre" will soon be moving
into the Fremantle Art Gallery building in
Pioneer Park and they say, due to their
own good management of the small
Government grant they receive, are looking
forward to the future with confidence.
Perhaps 1in vears to <come those 1983
recordings will be of great interest?

A Kerr Family Portrait.

Oral History recordings provide an
additional dimesion to the photographic

archives.

We are currently engaged in asking people
about conditions in Fremantle during World
War II, and are particularly interested in
hearing from anyone who was manpowered in
an essential industry. We have found
that, regardless of losses and hardships,
most 1nterviewees prefer to gloss these
over and lighten their anecdotes by
relating amusing incidents.

As we build up the ceollection and discuss
it at our meetings, a verbal picture of

Fremantle in those years is taking shape.

ALICE SMITH
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SOME FREMANTLE PEOPLE

PROFILE

Ann Foster is indeed a remarkably alert 87
year old. She lives alome in her unit,
with all her treasures around her.

She gets by, she says, with the help of
friends, kindly relatives and neighbours,
and Home Help once a fortmnight. She can
rely too, on very good care and support
from the local hospital. She uses taxis
to get about.

Last summer she went off with a bus load

of ‘'oldies' (nome of whom she had
previously met) to a seaside holiday at
Busselton, organised by Legacy. She

en joyed every minute of the thirteen days.
She was so delighted she took time off one
day, to write a poem about the lovely time
she was having.

She does her own marketing and cooking.
As well she sews and crochets for a church
guild, and had a pile of pretty things
made for the next fete, to show me.

If that is not enough, in her spare time,
during the last six years she has been
researching several branches of her family
history, covering many generations. She
is in touch with other branches of her
family, constantly seeking fresh clues and
information.

On being asked recently to recall the two
following stories, which were first put on
tape four vyears ago, she did so without
hesitation, and they seemed, in the
re-telling to be just as real, as if they
had happened yesterday.

A STORY ABOUT A LOCEOUT

The scene was set at the Cabin Tea Rooms
in High Street, during World War 1,

The proprietors of the business were a Mr.
& Mrs. Evans. They ran a bakehouse, tea
rooms, and an upstairs restaurant. Thirty
females were employed, doing shift work
from seven in the morning until eleven at
night. The Evans' had similar establishments
in Perth at this time.

A Union organiser, a Miss Shelley of
Perth, stepped into the picture, seeking
better working conditions for the
employees. The outcome was the Ewvans
closed their doors, and the staff picketed
the place outside. There were two

blacklegs.

A compromise was eventually reached. The
working hours were re-organised and a hot
meal was to be provided for all staff and
business as usual followed.

Our 87 year old can't recall whether they
received a pay rise, but she does remember
how happy she was working there, the fun
they had, and the exXcitement of a full
house on Friday nights, with a band
plaving on the street outside.

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Another story from our interesting past,
taken from an interview with a lively
eighty-seven year old.

The late Lord Louis Mountbatten wisited
Fremantle in the years after World War 2.
When viewing the scene from Monument Hill,
he spotted the Navy Ensign, flying over a
building to the West. When he was told
that this building was the MNavy ©&taff
Office Headquarters, he asked to be taken

there. It was a Sunday so no-one was at
home except the Dockyard Policeman on
duty. He did the honours, no doubt

escorting the 1important guest over every
nook and cranny.

The next day when Ann had finished her
work and gone downstairs the Dockyard
Policeman had & message for her. He told
her Mr. Sargeant the acting head of the
Navy Staff Office wanted to see her, so0
upstairs 1in his office, this is what she
heard :

Mr. Sargeant told Ann of Lord Louis' wisit
on the previous day. "Wou will be wvery
pleased to hear this message," he said -
"Lord Louis asks me to give you his
greetings, and wants me to personally
commend and compliment you, on the way you

have looked after these offices."
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Ann's re-action was of slight embarrassment
that she had been singled out. But the
dear lady added "and hard work it was too.
All I had to polish those floors, was
elbow grease, a tin of polish and a mop
with a bit of blanket tied to it."

Later the policeman offered a further
piece of information. He said that Lord
Louis remarked, as he looked through a
window in the Captain's office, across to
the waters of Careening Bay, "What a
superb site for a Navy dock yard."

GERDA FOWLER
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Laundry day at the Esplanade Hotel,

c. 1905

FREMANTLE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 1983-85

The Fremantle men and women who have
contributed have revealed themselves as

people of note whether fisherman or
business people, councillors or bread
carters, ethnic or British pioneer
descendants, 1n domestic service or

factory work, rich or poor. The wvariety
proves stimulating, and their courage, in
the face of difficulties in their long
lives, has made me privileged to hear
their testimonies and record them for
posterity.

The project 1is continuing, funded by
I.L.D.A.C. (Culture) ; over 60 people who
have lived or worked in Fremantle most of
their lives have recorded their wvaluable
material for future researchers at
Fremantle City Library's Local History
Collection. These tapes swell the
existing ones recorded by the Fremantle
Society's Oral History Group and others
who have been prepared to give their time
and expertise,

Everyone who records Oral History has
experienced the hours and hours needed for
one hour's recording. The proportion has
been estimated variously ; it may be as
high at 7 hours' work for 1 hour's
recording. Planning, contacting people,
selecting people, research, pre-interview,
second research, questionnaire, the
recording session, listening to tapes and
writing an outline or typing transcription,
writing and recording an introduction for
the tape, copying tapes, labelling,
indexing, copying photography and xeroxing
material relevant to the interviewee,
returning collateral material and ,
finally, writing to thank the person who
gave 50 much time to the project, the
interviewee, - all this proves time -
consuming.

But it is also wvery rewarding, not only
for me, the interviewer, but also for the
pecple interviewed, and the community of
Fremantle, Most older people take pride
in speaking of their past and in the Ffact
that they are recording material for
future research. They tell of a smaller
and different community in Fremantle
before World War II and, in some cases,
before World War I. They describe the
social changes caused by the technological
changes from their individual perceptions.
These reveal constant themes in Fremantle's
history, which, in their recording, may
help to preserve Fremantle's identity in
the accelerated movement into the
twenty-first century due to the America's
Cup preparations.

I have given titles to each interview,
frequently in the words of the interviewee.
These titles reveal the range of their
backgrounds, occupations, status and
origin. A migrant's interview, "Here, is
home now" contrasts with "I began as a
street lighting boy". "We all went out to
housework 1n my family'" contrasts with "A
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Captain's daughter". A politician's
recording, "They put my name on a park"
contrasts with a baker's, "We worked six

days a week and Sunday was no holiday".
The community of North Fremantle before
World War II 1s described as '"North was
more or less all one". A man who was
ship's foreman, seaman and lumper said of
the depression years, "I'd take any job,
any job at all" and a professional
cyclist, later bookmaker, "I had a good,
sporting life",

A spin-off from the oral history
interviewing has been the wvolume of old
documents, photographs, family trees,
letters and memorabilia donated to the

increases : material, otherwise lost or
destroyed, may be preserved. Descendants
aof interviewees have become more aware of
the value of their family documents to the
Local History Collection, and its
librarianfarchivist Larraine Stevens, has
welcomed the flow.

Larraine Stevens, with whom I have worked
closely is to be congratulated for the
extent and quality of the Local History
Collection which has been invaluable for
researching background material for
interviews. The Fremantle City Librarian,
Betty McGeever, and the staff have proved
particularly helpful and encouraging to me
during this fascinating project. But the

Local History Collection or lent for Fremantle people I have interviewed, they
copying from the originals. This flow have made this project possible !
MARGARET HOWROYD
FREMANTLE CITY LIBRARY

ol —

The Bateman Family on holiday at Point Walter.
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THE FREMANTLE
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SOCIETY INC.

FREMANTLE 6160

FORM

OFFICE BEARERS AND COMMITTEE 1985 - 86
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S1gnature .....

LR R R O O RN A A N R A R R A R R I R N R I

TEEEEEE R F R A R R R R oW oW

Sunday - 24th November 1985

COMMITTEE NOTES

RESIGNATIONS

John Hickman resigned as President of the
Society in August,

Les Lauder resigned as Convenor of the
Planning Sub-Committee in July; since
then, planning matters have been the
responsibility of the Committee.

HERITAGE ACT REVIEW

In September, a working party prepared
and forwarded a submission from the
Soclety to the Review of the Role of the
Commonwealth Government in the Conservation
of the National Estate.

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES CONFERENCE

The Royal W.A. Historical Society held
its Annual Conference of Affiliated
Societies at Katanning in September. The
Secretary attended as one of the guest
speakers, addressing the conference on
"The America's Cup - a Mixed Blessing for
Fremantle".

ORAL HISTORY SUB-COMMITTEE

Following the change of ownership of the
"Fremantle Gazette" earlier this vyear,
members have been interviewing present
and former staff of the newspaper.

SOCIAL EVENTS

The Annual Film Night returned a small
profit, as heavy rain kept attendance
numbers down.

The Wine and Cheese HNight attracted some
20 members, who enjoyed an excellent talk
on Samson House by Linda Young.

The Committee was unable to organise a
suitable venue and price for the Society
Dinner this year.

COMMITTEE MEETING

The final Committee Meeting for 1984-85
will be held at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 25th
November 1985, in the Society Rooms.

Page 11



= & oW P ow Ry e

THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 1985-86

MONDAY 9th DECEMBER

7.30 p.m,.

IN THE

SEMINAR ROOM

FREMANTLE EDUCATION CENTRE

AGENTDA

Attendance
Apologies
Minutes of A.G.M. 1984-85
Business Arising from the Minutes
President's Report
Treasurer's Report
Sub-Committee Reports
7.1 Oral History
7.2 Social Activities
7.3 Planning
7.4 Publications
Motions on Notice
8.1 Constitution and Rules

That

Rules 1 and 3 be amended

to include the following
classes of membership :
Organisation Membership at
$20.00 per annum.
Corporate membership  at
$50.00 per annum.
8.2 General
That Honorary Life Membership
be bestowed upon Reg Gordon in
recognition of his services as

Secretary of the Society.

9 Elections

9.1 President

9.2 Honorary Secretary

9.3 Honorary Treasurer

9.4 Committee Members
100 Appointment of Honorary Auditor
11 General Discussion

Future Activities and Initiatives.

LETTERS WANTED

about the America's Cup
Defence? Please write as much or as
little as you like, for a forthcoming
issue of "Fremantle",.

What do you feel




