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Cover

Ron Hahn has designed a series of covers for our next few news-
letters. The cover photographs are from “The Buildings of
Fremantle”, taken by Michael Lewi, and generously donated to

the Fremantle Society.

Contemporary
Reports

The chronological series of contemporary reports about Fre-
mantle, provided by John White, is continued inside the back

cover.
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EVAN DAVIES BUILDING

The immediate danger to the Evan Davies building was lifted at the Council
meeting on October 20th.

The Mayor, Mr. Bill McKenzie ,once again refused to move the Executive
Committee's recommendation for demolition and instead successfully moved that
the matter be adjourned until the outcome of the submission to the Australian
Government was known

At the September Council meeting the petition calling for the retention of
the building and its conversion to a theatre was presented. This had been
signed by over 2,700 people, mostly rate payers, and had been distributed by
volunteers from the Fremantle Society and the Harbour Theatre. The Mayor

was also presented with a petition calling for a public meeting on the issue,.
Despite the petitions the group of Councillors urging demolition persisted
with their motion. An amendment to defer this action resulted in an 8 all
vote with the Mayor casting his vote in favour of deferral. The voting line
up was - Deferral: Cotton, Del Rosso, Lauder, MacGill, Portman, Sowden, Stack
and Whittington. Demolition: Cattalini, Fletcher, Gleeson, Hardie, Maffiner,
Minervini, Stone and Warren. Councillors Higham and Green were absent.

There was an identical result on a motion to make a submission to the
Australian Government for funds to restore the building as a theatre.

The Society distributed pamphlets to all Fremantle householders advertising
the public meeting held on October 16th. Several hundred people attended
and voted overwhelmingly in favour of retention.

The Executive Committee's motion in fact ignored the petitions, letters from
rate payers and bodies such as the Mational Trust, The Labor Party and various
community groups,

The matter rests for the time being, however, it is unlikely that the advocates
of demolition will give in without a further fight.

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL: CURE OR DISEASE?

The Society fully supports the principle that public health must be maintained
at a high standard - but must the health of a Community be sacrificed to achieve
this? Proposed extensions to Fremantle hospital (as detailed in the October
news letter) could, by displacement of population, visual blight, depression

of land values, and generation of all-day traffic equal to the present peak

hour traffic, create havoc on the social and economic fabric of Fremantle as

we know it.

Your Committee considers it essential that the impact of the proposed expansion
be fully investigated and has therefore made application to the Australian
Government for a research grant to carry out the necessary studies. The work
would be done by society members under the direction of professional
consultants. Local and regional factors would be studied, including alternative
sites for a regional hospital.

Contact Gerry MacGill (35-7471) if you want to participate.



FREMANTLE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Meetings of the full Council are held on the third Monday of every month at
6.00 p.m. The meetings are conducted in the Council Chamber, First Floor,
8, William Street, Fremantle and are open to the public.

On occasions, members will no doubt wish to write to the Council commenting

on action taken or proposed by Council. Such letters should be addressed to
"The Mayor and Councillors''. Letters addressed in this way are photocopied
and placed before Councillors at meetings of the full Council. It is unlikely

that letters addressed in any other way will be treated in the same manner.

INCORPORATION OF THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY

Pursuant to the provisions of the Associations Incorporation Act, the Fremantle
society is incorporated as from the 1st October 1975,

PLANNING REPORTS

The long awaited report '"Fremantle, Guidelines for Development' prepared as a
result of a $40,000 grant from the Australian Government by Maunsell & Partners
in association with Rob Campbell, has been released. The report deals with
planning the future of the city area and most of its recommendations are similar
to those made by the Society. A detailed statement by the Society will be
released shortly. The report is highly significant and is available from the
Fremantle City Council for §5,

Another very important study. funded by the Australian Government for the Fremantle
City Council has just been released to the Council. This is the “Inner Urban
Housing Study, Fremantle', by Technic 10. The study deals with housing in

the old residential areas from North to South Fremantle west of Wood Street.

It points to the revival and expansion of the residential areas and needs to

be studied in conjunction with the Maunsell study. Hopefully this document

will also be released to the public. The Society will also release a statement

on this document and will endeavour to have public debate on both studies.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 1975

Following resignations of Committee members during the year, new members were
co-opted. The new members are Valerie Staniford, Robin 0'Byrne, Rodney 0'Byrne,
Peter Grace and Dianne Dwyer, who has accepted the position of Secretary.

(Her phone number is 35-1323.) The Committee elected Don Whittington as the

new Vice President.

NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE, 1976

The positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer and fifteen committee members
automatically become vacant each year. (The Vice President is elected by the
Committee.) The Treasurer and several Committee members have indicated that
they will not be renominating for 1976,
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etc. Some materials will not be sold but kept for reproduction purposes,
for example we already have a number of iron lace patterns available for
re-casting, and these can be hired. |f you have any suitable materials
to donate or sell let us know; business is thriving already and we expect
this to be a successful committee activity.

Some storage has been arranged but we will need more, and we also need
help to salvage materials, if you can help with these please contact us.
The '"Store'', which is in Holdsworth Street, can be opened by arrangement.

Contact Richard Brewer 35-4407 or Valerie Staniford 35-3905

3. A list of tradesmen
Members have often said how difficult it is to find sympathetic tradesmen
who are willing to undertake restoration work. We hope to rectify this
by compiling a list of suitable people. Our list is still a short one,
do you know of anyone you could recommend?

Enquiries and suggestions - phone Richard Brewer 35-4407

k. A record of Fremantle houses
We are collecting information and photographs - ole and new - of old
houses in Fremantle, which we want to classify into historical periods
of: Colonial, Transitional, late Victorian, Edwardian. This record of
the styles of house typical in each era should prove invaluable for people
who want information about original details of houses, such as, windows,
doors, verandahs, chimneys, fireplaces etc.

As further support for restoration work we can arrange contact with people
willing to share their knowledge and experience in housing restoration.

Interested members contact:

Richard Brewer 35-4407
Valerie Staniford  35-390%
Alross Whittington 35-7249

In conclusion, we would like to thank Anne Wattlett for the good work she has
put into maintaining the housing list in the past.

WOOLSHED DANCE

The Woolshed Dance, was most successful. The aim was to get members together
socially. People gathered amid the wool bales, danced to Helen Mathews and

the Billy Clowes trio and were entertained by the Perth Morris Men who provided
a fine floor show. Our thanks go to George Shenton for his support and
generosity in lending us the wool store.

NEW MEMBERS (September, October, November)

Ted and Di Boronovskis, Mrs. B. Christenson, A.K. Day, Claire Gervan,
Alfred Gorman and Family, Mrs. Ivy Hulme, Edna Jones, Peter Leroy,
Herbert K. Lomac, Chris McDonald, Mrs. Jean Mavrick, David Melsom,

R.H. Merriman, Kim Oldfield, D. & L. Plues-Foster, Mrs. Sylvia Robinson,
Mr. B.W, Strickland, Mrs. Julie Willey, G.D, Williams, Ken Wood,
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APOLOGY

We apologise for listing an incorrect phone number in our request for help
last issue. The telephone number for Veronica and Andrew White is 39-1971,
If you can offer assistance with any Society tasks, please ring this number,
Our apologies to those who phoned the wrong number, and to the recipient of
the calls.

TYPEWRITER WANTED

The Society needs a good manual typewriter, with clear typeface adequate for
setting up the newsletter. |If you have one to donate or for sale, please
ring Andrew White on 39-1971.

WHY PRESERVATIONT

Change is part of life itself. Why then do we seek to preserve old things?
Time and time again, apparently unthinkingly, we have destroyed areas only

to find that what we have put in their place lacks every guality that was
there before. |In consequence the concept of preservation has taken on a new
urgency. In the preservation of individual buildings, the following criteria
may be applied: the building is a work of art in itself; its existence
enriches the environment; it is a notable example of a particular style and
period; it holds an historic place in the community, even though its value
lies only in the accretions of time., A town without old buildings is a town
without apparent past.

While primary responsibility for appreciation of the history and development
of buildings, open spaces, trees, walls and all other features which make up
the character of an area, rests upon local planning authorities they could
and should draw upon community support from groups of designers, landscape
architects and other people with technical expertise to protect and improve
our urban scene.

It is not so much the lack of money but insensitivity, selfishness and apathy
that lead to brashness in redevelopment. Within the field of conservation

we can act as watchdogs and create a fuss when seeing something going wrong.
We can protest when town planning applications vitally affect conservation
areas. We can apply first-aid to buildings themselves through purchase and
restoration or initiate campaigns which focus public money to the same end;
undertake positive schemes of improvement; influence the wider public by
exhibitions and lectures, walks, plagues on appropriate buildings (or trees!)
and in lots of other ways. We must have widespread concern for the fate of
amenities in our town.

New types of local authority committees (reinforced by co-opting additional
members of varied experience) will be needed to undertake duties of vigilance
and care, and should be so constituted as to command wide local respect.
Planning for conservation is not intended to stop development or progress.

It may divert legitimate development pressures elsewhere and thus giwve them
greater freedom. It should clear up woolly thinking by establishing clear
values from which more sensible executive decisions can flow.



Our heritage represents a very large capital asset. Market values of old
buildings can be maintained or improved by careful husbandry, and be reflected
in tourist attraction to our locality. The widening of a street involving

the pulling down of buildings of historic interest is not justified even i f

it does give a more efficient flow of traffic. Cities are for people, not
cars. Redevelopment proposals with alternative design solutions with their
costs should be made known locally. Sometimes co-operation by a commercial
deve loper and local conservation groups can be combined to a happy end and
ensure an area of great charm.

The existing fabric of our town and buildings is a national asset which must
not be squandered. We need to make the most of it. Fremantle has a special
character, much of it irreplaceable. As time goes on it will achieve the
additional values associated with scarcity. (Adapted from 'Conservation
Areas', a Civic Trust survey, U.K., 1967.)



Fremantle ...

1835

PERTH GAZETTE, 21/3/35

‘Sixty houses in Fremantle, inferfor ones not included at
L1650 each. ..’

PERTH GAZETTE, 21/3/35

‘To be sold . . . the unfurnished Castleated Building near the
Cantonment ...

PERTH GAZETTE, "REPORT ON THE PRESENT STATE
OF THE COLONY UP TO 1835"

* .. There are, nominally; two jails in the Colony, one at Fre-
mantle, and a building at Perth containing eight cells, ariginally
intended as a jail, but now, and for some time past, used as a
repasitory for military and commissariate stores; ong cell, how-
ever, being always reserved at the disposal of the magistrate as a
temporary lockup for disarderly persons or those committed for
trial or after summary conviction, until they can be removed 1o
Fremantle. There is, of course, no Jailer or other permanent
officer attached to the Perth Prison, which is in all respects in-
complete as a regular place of confinement . . .

. .. The jail at Fremantle, the only effectual place of confinement
in the Colony, contains (besides a ward-room, jailor's sleeping
room, and two privies) eight cells, in each of which there is
ample room for two, and without any objectionable inconvenience
for three, prisoners of the same sex. Thera are, however, no
means of making confinement strictly solitary; nor of classificat-
ion, excapt that of abutting up prisoners of the same legal grade
in the same cell, and boys apart from adults . . .

1836

BUNBURY, HW. Early Days in Western Australia. 71230,
6th May, 1836.

‘At the emtrance to the Swan is the town of Fremantle where
there are some good houses which were built in the first days
of the Colony but are now rapidly going into decay: many of
them are half buried in the coarse white sand which drifts with
every breeze and smothers the femces and even walls in the
tong.”

PERTH GAZETTE, 19/3/36

‘Praparations are making at Fremantle for the reception of his
Excellency Sir James Stirling and Lady Stirling and family they
having signified their intention of visiting that port, for a short
time for the benefit of sea bathing. Captain Scott, the
Habour Master, has a bathing machine in readiness, and others
ne doubt will scon be prepared, when the number of visitors
attracted to this fashionable resart increase.

1837

PERTH GAZETTE, 2/12/57

Sir James Stirling, at a dinner to Major Irwin on his return to the
Colony, Sept. 6, 1837,

*. .. This Colony has not been so fortunate as others, owing to a
change in the Ministry shortly after its establishment. This
circumstance prevented the first plan being supported and for-
warded, after it was brought into operation. 1f its first advocates
had remained in office, the plan, improved by a few partial alter-
ations, would have been persevered in, and then many disappoint-
ments avoided. | cannot say that the present Ministry have
opposed the encouragement due to this Colony, but they have
been beset by other interests and new schemes were proposed for
their adoption, to which they listened, affecting our welfare;
indeed, | may say, the Colony fell out of fashion . ..

PERTH GAZETTE. 5 AUGUGST, 1837

'His Excellency the Governor on the occasion of his last visit to
Fremantle, made that Company (the Fremantle Whaling Co.) a
present of freehold land [his own private property) on Arthur's
Head, adjoining their new jetty. This is considerad a very valuable
and liberal gift.”

PERTH GAZETTE, 14 OCTOBER, 1837

Whaling companies ... The inhabitants of Fremantle must, in
the course of another year, experience much inconvenience
and unpleasantness from the establishment of a whaling station
so near the town, and it will ungquestionably become a source of
great complaint when the population is more extended, maore
gspecially if it is comprised of numbers not immediately in
terested in the produce of the deep. [t is idle to disguise the
fact, that so close a neighbourhood to a slaughter - house is a
serious nuisance: if the season should be protracted into the
summer months, it would be intolerable. We have been pleased
to find that hitherto, however sensibly the oifactories of the wvi-
gitors have been assailed, the inhabitents ridicule the sensitivi
metropolitans. This is an estimable weakness.”

.+ through
the years



The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the FREMANTLE SOCIETY will be held on Tuesday,
9th December, at 8.00 p.m. in the Princess May Building, Fremantle.

Following Society business, a film called "A Future For Our Past' will be
shown. Supper will be served, and a tour of the building (now the Community
Education Centre) arranged.

Business
1. President's report
2. Constitution changes:
a) In order to register our newsletter as a periodical we must insert the

following clause in the constitution:

Clause ba. The Society will publish a newsletter to be known as
""FREMANTLE"., Issues will be made at least guarterly and all copies
posted to the private address of members or contributors will be
forwarded regqularly. The price of 50 cents per issue will be included
in the annual subscriptions. $2.00 per annum for each ordinary
member's annual subscription shall be set apart for the journal and

be separately accounted for in the annual Balance sheet, and be duly
audi ted,

b) It is proposed to amend Clause 8b of the Constitution by deleting the
words '"'three clear weeks'' and inserting the words '""one clear week''.
This refers to the notification required for nomination to the
Committee.

3. Resolution re Membership fees.

The Committee recommends that, due to rising costs, fees should be increased
as follows:

Ordinary members $3.00 per annum
Family membership s4.o0 M H
Pensioners & Students S$1.00 H

- - — — — — - — - - — - £ = - - - - - - - o — — -— - - - - - - -_— — - _— - - -

NOMINATION FORM

| R TE TOOM RN oo oo 36 M S 5 TS0 W for the position of
PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, THEASHRER COMMITTEE MEMBER

(pieaﬁe underllne which)
Signature ....... e o A e ek
SECDndEd hY ¥ F ¥ B B F F & & F B & 8B F & #F 4 B & B & 8w " B & = 8

Slgnature of nominee .......csesansennass

\Nomination forms should be lodged with the Secretary, Fremantle Society,
P.0.Nox 82 ,Merth Fremantle 6159 by B.00 p.m., Tuesday, December 2nd, 1975



