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The Cover

Cortrarl in Styles

Georgian restraint and Goldrush exuberance -
warehouses in Henry Street. These buildings have
been saved from destruction largely because of the
Fremantle Society's successful opposition to the
Henry Street Freeway.

George Shenton's woolstore on the right provided a
fine setting for our Woolshed Dance last year.

This is ancther of Michal Lewi's photographs donated
to the Fremantle Society.
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FREMANTLE HOSPITAL — PUBLIC MEETING

In response to a petition from ratepayers, the Mayor of
Fremantle, Bill McKenzie, has convened a public meeting on
the Hospital issue, to be held

THURSDAY, 11TH MARCH, 8.00 pm
in the

TOWN HALL

It is expected that the Ministers for Health and Local
Government/Town Planning will be present to answer citizens'
gquestions,

The petition makes clear the signatories' awareness of the
urgent need to provide more hospital beds for the region, but
criticises the proposal to expand the present Hospital which,
with all its faults, is a community facility on a reasonably
human scale, The petition calls for immediate action to
develop a regional hospital at the Lakes site, near Murdoch.

Mayor McKenzie has accepted an invitation from Mayor Howson
of Melville to join a deputation waiting on the Minister for
Health, Mr, Baxter, on Tuesday, 17th February. Melville City
Council strongly favours the development of the regional
hospital at the Lakes,

All Society members are urged to attend the public meeting on
11th March. It cannot be stated too strongly or too often
that unrestricted expansion of Fremantle Hospital could
seriously damage our City's special character forever, and
hence jeopardise its economic future. This expansion has
already absorbed many acres of actual and potential immer city
housing land, sufficient to accommodate several hundred
families.

Many individuals and organizations have expressed concern
about the proposals and the vociety has been approached to
join a broad-based community action group to be set up to
oppose the expansion and suggest practical alternatives. We
are keen to participate in such action.

This Society was created to co-ordinate the activities of
those who want to preserve Fremantle - not as a museum, but
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as a thriving, intact community, capitalizing on its history
and its unique charucter. The hospital issue is crucial to
these aims,

EVERY MEMBER WHO REALLY CARES ABQUT FREMANTLE MUST
ATTEND THE PUBLIC MEETING - FACX THE TOWNHALL AND
SHOW YOUR CONCERN,

Robert Harper and Evan Davies

The recommendations of Fremantle, Guidelines for Development
for conservation areas are already being put to the test. An
application has been made to develop an office block as %£all
a8 Johnston Court on the Robert Harper Building site at the
corner of Fhillimore and Pakenham Streets in the West End.

This is a classified building, being part of one of the most
important street scapes in Australia.

Since the developers will be importing their funds, the
Federal Treasurer, Mr, Lynch, must approve the proposal.
Fremantle City Council's opinion of the development has been
sought, but they will consider the Guidelines before
replying. Your Committee has written to Mr. Lynch reminding
him that his Government fully endorsed the Heritage
Commission, and should not support any actions which diminish
the National Estate.

Evan Davies is not in a Conservation Area recommended by the
consultants, but is included in the National Trust's
recommended conservation area. The building warrants
retention for its own ssake, but viewed in its context as a
key element in the South Terrace precinct, its preservation
assumes critical importance,

Given the success of the Fremantle Markets, there is 1little
doubt that this section of South Terrazce could become
commercially successful as g speciality shopping/restaurant
ares. Imaginative promotion would bring about a flow-on of
the market's clientele, A doubling of rentals, bringing
these more in line with those of the Markets, could
confidently be expected. Incentives to retailers to improve
their properties would remove the necessity for owners to
make large capital inputs.,

It would be folly now not to take the initiative and promote



the area, especially since Fremantle Council seems almost
certain to obtain a grant for restoration of the Evan Davies
Building. The cost of demolishing the building in terms of
lost income and the establishment and maintenance of the
proposed park amounts to hundreds of thousands of dollars over
the years, with no financial return. On the other hand,
commercial development at street level would be a permanen%
source of income, leaving the upper floor of the Bvan Davies
Building for use by the Harbour Theatre, which would also
contribute to the attraction of the precinect,

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting was held at The Community Education
Centre, in the o0ld Princess May Building, Fremantle, in
0th December, 1975. Eighty members attended,

The Fresident, Les Lauder gave his Annual Report (see Page 4 )
and the Treasurer, Howard Shepherd, presented his report and
balance sheet, which were accepted by the meeting.

The eighteen positions on the Committee for 1975-76 were
filled by nominees without a wote being necessary. The new
Committee members are as follows:

Les Lauder (Fresident)
Mark Staniford (Treasurer)
Diane Dwyer (Secretary) -

Don Whittington (elected Vice-president by
the Gﬁmmittee?

Dorothy Brooks

Richard Brouwer

Robyn O'Byrne

Rodney O'Byrne

Feter Grace

Ted Hobson

Gerry MacGill

Jan Newman

Roger Pooley

Marie Scott

John White

Andrew White

Veronica White

Two changes in the Constitution were passed by the meeting.
The first of these inserted a clause in the Constitution
which was necessary in order to register the Society News-
letter as a periodical, The second was an amendment reducing
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the necessary notification for nomination to the Committee
from 'three clear weeks' to 'one clear week' prior to the
A.G. M.

A resolution increasing membership fees to $3.00 per annum
for ordinary members, $4,00 per annum for family membership,

and $1.00 per annum for pensioners and students, was also
passed,

Following the meeting a film on conservation and sympathetic
planning in Britain (called A Future for Our Past) was
shown and enthusiastically received. supper was then served
and those interested toured the recently restored Princess
May Building.

President’s Report

16875 has been a year of consolidation for the Fremantle
Society and for conservation in Fremantle, The Society has
geined many new members and there has been growing acceptance
by the community of the Society's aims,.

Very few new threats have been made to the environment of
Fremantle in 1975, lhe notable exception is of course the
proposal to demolish the Evan Davies Building. The issue is
unresolved and is unlikely tobe revived until the outcome of
the submission to the Australian Government is known.

A major programme of restoration was undertaken with the
assistance of large grants from the Australian Government.
Buildings transformed during the year were Dalkeith House,
rrincess May School and wall, Scots Church, the Round House
and the Markets. The latter has been an outstanding
commercial and popular success and demonstrates clearly the
scundness of recycling old buildings for commercial use.

Throughout the year there has been great demand for old houses
in Fremantle and much private restorztion work has proceeded.
Housing is becoming an inecreasingly important issue in the
City. Approximately 100 new town houses have been approved
in the older areas of Fremantle and this trend is likely to
continue, The development of the Small Houses Scheme should
also give a boost to the restoration of o0ld housing in the
City.

The Society's new housing committee has already been of great
assistance to many residents, and this is likely to develop
further in 1976.

Attention needs to be given to providing sufficient housing



for pensioners, students and low-income earners.
Planning matters will of course be of prime importance once
again,

Two major and complementary reports recommending widespread
changes to planning in the City are before the Council. The
Guidelines for Development report by Maunsells and Rob
Canpbell suggests = conservation and redevelopment scheme for
the City proper, and has been adopted in principle by the
Council.

The Inner Urban Housing Study by Technic 10 recommends that
the Council recognize that Fremantle is fundamentally a
residential city and that a programme aimed at developing
housing and increasing the population be undertaken. There
is s8till strong resistance to these ideas within the Council
and a major problem in 1976 will arise over the implementation
of the recommendations in the reporis. There is an extra-
ordinary opportunity in that the Council is required to amend
its planning scheme in 1976.

A major boost to the Society in 1975 came with the election
of Gerry MacGill and Don Whittington to the Council and it is
to be hoped that other members will seek election in the
future. The consistent support of the Mayor, Bill McKenzie
for conservation and resident issues (such as his casting
vote in the Evan Davies debate) has been of particular value.

1976 will present the Society with a number of specific
projects. The State Government's proposal to estzblish the
enormous regional hospital complex in Fremantle has been
unanimously opposed by the Council. Ferhaps the zreatest
challenge facing the Society is in attempting to have the
complex developed at the logical site for it, near Murdoch
University.

The implementation of the recommendations of the two planning
reports also presents a major challenge, The estzblishment
of new headquarters for the Darby and Joan Club will involve
considerable effort including fund-raising on a large scale.

Further community involvement and a membership drive are also
needed, Involvenent of every member in our activities is
necessary for the Society to be really effective.

In conclusion I would like to thank the retiring cocmittee
and 21l members who have helped the Society during 1S75.

Les Lauder
President



A

Self-
Guided
Tour

>

This is the first of several
walks which will be published
in the Society Newsletter,
We chose the south-east end
of the City first, in the
light of the present concern
over planned hospital
gxXpansions.

We hope you enjoy the walk -
of approx., 45 minutes, and
appreciate Les Lauder's
commentary.




WALKS AROUND FREMANTLE
Number One




The Markets building, completed in 1897, the year of Queen
Victoria's second Jubilee, was opened by the then Mayor of
Frementle, Mr, Solomon, who becume the first representative in
the Federal Farlisment for the seat of Fremantle.

The Freemasons Hotel was built by the Gallop family, who
replecsd the Georgian colonial building on the site with a
fairly ornate classic revival building at the turn of the
century. They also built the Dalkeith Opera House next door,
which later became the King's Theatre and has since become g
furniture warehouse and motor repair works.

The Warders' quarters in Henderson St. are conviet built
limestone buildings. The row next to the Markets had verandahs
added in 1900. The second row was built first, and in the
centre of that block is a pillar inscribed 'V.R. 1851', the
date of the first conviet built building in Fremantle. These
Warders' quarters are still used by Warders from the Prison,

S0 would probably be amongst the oldest buildings in Australia
8till used for their original purpose.

At Fremantle Oval is the Victoria Grandstand, an ornate
structure built at about the same time as the markets, facing
what was originally the Military Farade ground. This has been
the centre of football in Fremantle for many years, and is the
home of the South Fremantle Football Club.

More VWarders!' guarters

The Fremantle Law Courts, previously used as an Immigration
Centre, is actually the third Court House Fremantle has had.
The sscond Court House is in Marine Terrace, and the first was
on Arthur's Head,

The rrison Gateway is a fine Georgian structure, flanked by
rows of Georgian houses, which are still used by the Prison
autherities. They adjoin the stone walls of this convict
built complex, which covers some 14 acres and includes within
it zn extraordinary collection of limestone buildings from
different eras, in original condition. This complex, and
indeed the whole convict establishment, owes much to the
controller of convicts, Colonel Henderson, who built most of
these buildings, and his own house, the Knowle, which is now
in tke Fremantle Hospital grounds, to the south of the oval.

Sscotszan's Hill, probably so-called because people used to get
a free view of the football from this vantage point.

There was a row of early stone cottages here, This has been
demolished for hospital extensions.

South Terrace School, built on the site of the old cemetery.
A nurber of terrace houses were also demolished for school
grounGs, There has been some doubt cast on the future of
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this school because of the proposal to expand the Hospital in
that ares, The adjacent residential pocket is also at risk.

The old Fremantle Intermediaste School, now taken over by
Fremantle Hospital.

The grounds of the pld South Terrace School

This conviet built wall, dating from the 1850's, was once
along the grounds of Marmion House, which was once used as the
Governor's House, A beautiful colonial Georgian style
building, it was demolished in 1938.

Row of Z-storey terrace housges which include some stone cottages
in their back yards,

Note the very large block of flats on the corner of Arundel St,
completely out of seale with its surroundings. Visualize the
proposed 1% storey tower in the Hospital grounds to your right
and imagine the effect.

The Frail Aged Centre is on the site of a row of convict built
buildings, which became the 01d Men's Home, When these were
demolished, a Folice and Citizens' Boys Club wzs built on the
site.

The old Fremantle Synagogue, used by the Jewish community for
many years,

The Scots Church has recently been restored with a grant from
the Australian Labour Government through its Nationzl Estate
Programme, This Church was designed by one of the best known
West Australian architects, Sir John Talbot Hobbs, who also
built the Victoria Hall and Sir Frederick Samson's house,

The Oddfellows Hotel, was once called the Oddfellows Family
otel. 1t was originally a colonial building, which was
renovated at the turn of the century with a wvery ornate facade.

This has since been stripped away and the building remodelled
very much in the 1960's idiom,

The Fremantle Technical School. The early stone Infant School
built in the 1890's was originally decorated with Gothic barge
boards and a shingled roof, which has been replaced with
modern tiles, North of that, the 1911 new Technical School
was to be one wing of a very large and ornate complex of
buildings that was to stretch along that section of South
Terrace.

After completing the walk, stop at the Freemasons Hotel for a
well deserved beer. Observe the finely carved cedar bar with
ite Corinthian columns. A gquick tour of the building would
reveal some decorative pressed tin, ornate archways, cedar
staircase, and stained glass.
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New Members

J. & J. Alexander, R. Bitton, R.8. Bell, J.D.C, EBurridge and
family, T.A.W. Collins, Anne Duffy, ¥.r, Feifar & family,

E.H. Fothergill, David Fry, 3. & E. Friedman, G. Gargett and
family, C. & II. Leighton-Scott, P. Lewis & family, J. Harding,
J.A.T. Hobbs & family, M.J. Hume, R.G. Hume, Donald Grant,
C.J. & l.J. Hammond, Frof. & Mrs. S. Grave, Mrs, Ida Lloyd,
Libby Lloyd, G. London, F.J.S. Longley, J.A. Jennings,

Miss M., Middlemiss, Miss S. Middlemiss, F. Michelides & family,
Jane Mikus, J. loyes, Mrs., D. O'Brien, R. & S. Fateman,

E.G, Sanders & family, J. Sim, Lesley Steele, Miss J. Taylor,
M. Thompson, D. Vaughan-Games, L. & R. VWadley, Jon Watts,

E.D, Vatts & family.

Membership Drive

The Fremantle Society is having a membership drive in 1976,
There is a new membership spplication form enclosed in this
Newsletter for you to enrol a new member,. If you are
interested in helping with this drive or need more forms,
please ring Roger Fooley on 301605.

Barbecue

The Society's programme of activities for this year began well
with a sheep spit bar-b-q on Sunday, 15th February. Over 200
people came, and enjoyed the 'feasting' on sheep (six were
demolished !), salads and wines, in the grounds of Tom Feart's
0ld house in North Fremantle. The evening was plamnmed to
enable people to meet other members of the Society (including
their Committee) in a relaxed atmosphere, before 1976 had
gone too far. We certainly hope the response to our other
activities this year is just as enthusiastic !

A few items were left behind after the bar-b-q; please ring
for enguiries 35 34 57.
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The Fenian Escape

. vuso0n Baster weekend, 1876, there occurred an event
unparalleled in the history of Australia - the Catalpa
incident. Six Fenian convicts escaped from Fremantle Jail
and after several 'close shaves' eventually reached an
American whaler, the Catalpa, and sailed away to their
freedom in America, The incident naturally caused great
aceclaim in the Irish world but, on the other hand, it was
played down by the 'establishment' both in Western Australia
and in Britain. A rationalisation of these two views is
long overdue.

On April 17th and 18th (Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday)
1976, on the exact 100th anniversary of the incident, a
special commemorative concert about the incident will be
presented at the Octagon Theatre, the University of W.A.
The concert, appropriately entitled '100 YEARS “AGO!'' will -
trace the development of Australia to 1876 and then a
detailed analysis of the Catalpa incident, including the
background to the Fenian movement, the planning of the
Catalpa expedition, the role of John Boyle O'Reilly, the
escape itself, and the aftermath. Wherever possible, the
concert will be presented through the medium of song, verse
and other archival material, with the whole programme being
tied together by narration.

Although the concert has the full backing of the ¥West
Australian Folk Federation (Inc.) and the University of
W.A. History Department, the organising committee are still
anxious to trace any material or personal recollections
about the incident, which is not already held in local
archives. Any members of the Society, or their friends,
who may be able to assist in any way are invited to contact
the organisers without delay.

Thank you

(Dr) John Watson,
50 Norman Street,
INIALOO, 6018 ph. 462638
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Planning

A broad range of planning matters is being considered by

this Committee,. Typical examples are: +the design and siting
of buildings, definition and management of conservation areas,
housing developments, urban renewal projects, traffic
problems, Social amenities and city beautification. Issues
currently before the Committee are: +the expansion of
Fremantle Hospital; the Evan Davies Library Building: the
threatened demolition of Hillcrest Hospital (North Fremantle)
Grosvenor Hospital (South St), Robert Harper Building (enr.
of Pakenham and Phillimore Sts); the planning reports,
Fremantle, Guidelines for Development Fﬂaunsell} and the
Inner Urban Housing Study (Technic 10).

A strong and active FPlanning Committee is essential if the
aims of the Society are to be furthered. There is no
shortage of issues, but there is a shortage of committed and
enthusiastic people willing to aet on them. The Committee
doesn't consist entirely of architects and town planners and
would welcome the participation of any society member. At
the moment we are particularly in need of some expertise in
finance and property matters.

If you can't give time, give ideas, complaints, opinions,
information.

Ring Gerry MacGill - 357471

Activities

The Activities sub-committee has slready met three times this
yezr, and has drawn interested people from the main Committee
and from the general membership of the Fremantle Society.
rerhaps some of them will be familiar to you....Marie Scott,
Robyn and Rodney O'Byrne, Ted and Jean Hobson, Alross
Whittington, Neomi Hammond, Marlene Michelides, Brian Harffey,
Richard Brouwer, Jan Newman.

Most of our energies so far have gone into arranging the
oheep Spit Bar-B-Q on 15th February, and the Annual Fete on
20th March (see details for this elsewhere in the Newsletter).
But we would really like to organize a different activity
each month for the rest of 1976, some to raise funds and
others to provide social and informative occasions for members.
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This is quite a demanding goal, and we need lots of idezg.
Suggestions so far include general meetings, house
inspections, film and supper evening, Fancy Dress/Wool Sred
Ball, poetry and music evenings, walk through Fremantle,
plenic ey Wile need to arrange a wide range of events in
order to interest all members, so ideas from you, the
members, are essential,

As well as devising possible activities, this sub-committee
must handle the practical organization of any event, and
here again we'd very much welcome volunteers to help witn
aspects such as suppers and delivery of pamphlets.

So, confident that we will get an overwhelming response from

willing workers ! ..... here are three people to ring:
Jan Newman 55 3457
Robyn O'Byrne 35 1800
Ted Hobson 35 4629

Historical Research

Extract from an interview with Mr., Iucius Manning:

May 1975 (Looking at a photo of Manning's Folly just
before interview)

L. Manning That got the name of Manning's Folly. My
Grandfather built that place. Was all
glass, you can see some of the glass front.
In front here was a sandhill covered in
scrub. All the lads in Fremantle had
catapults. They used to get up in the scru:
and break the windows.

(Looking at picture on the wall)

L.M. That's Davilak., A beautiful place. Got
burnt down. Not long ago -~ about ten years.
Had twenty rooms.

Int. You told us there was a hill called Monkey
Hill.
L.M. Oh yes | That was at the back. One hill

called Monkey Hill, the other Snske Hill.
Monkey Hill got its hame. An employee for
many years, (an old sailor) had this monkey.
This monkey died and they gave him a great
burial on top of the hill, Flagpole up
there, Any special day used to be a flag
pulled up there. They buried the monkey at
the foot of the flagstaff. The other hill was
alive with snakes who came down through the
inside of the house on their way to the lake
to get frogs.
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Extract from The West Australian - 3rd December, 1975:

'r, Lucius Manning, who died on Friday, azed 84, was a member
of one of the State's pioneer families which gave its name to
the lManning and St, Lucia suburbs. He is listed in the Ampol
book of records as being one of the State's oldest yachtsmen.
His grandfather arrived in the Swan River Colony in the early
1€350's after a chequered career in India and Canszds. He set
up a trading company in Fremantle.'

Tnis illustrates the urgency of our oral history research
programme,

WwE IEED MORE HELPERS WITH TYPING, TRANSCRIBING AI'D
L.TERVIEWING FOR THIS FASCINATING WORKE. PLEASE RING
IZARIE  SCOTT, 39 4867, WITH OFFERS OF HELP.

Housing

v“ork has continued in the last few months in the following
areas:

Fousing List Most houses on the list sell quickly: very few
houses are coming onto the market and a great many people are
locking for them, However, for members keen to acquire and
restore an old house in Fremantle, we maintain an up-te-date
list of properties on the market, and supply information on
estate agent, cost, basic accommodation and condition, and
original features of each house, For this information, ring

Alross Yhittington 35 7249

iaterials Pool We have acquired quite a few items from
members, and on one successful salvaging day, skirting,
internal doors, mantels, door handles etc. were all gathered
for the pool. We often need help to transport materials.
Members willing to salvage or buy and sell materials contact

Richard Brouwer 35 4407

List of Tradesmen Almost all trades are represented on our
1ist, Members needing sympathetic tradesmen or who know of
one for this list, please phone

Rodney 0'Byrne 35 1800

~dvice on Restoration A number of people have requested
advice and in the last few months visits involving fourteen
properties have been made. It seems that this service has
veen of considerable assistance, and members wishing to discuss
restoration plans and problems are welcome to phone

Les Lauder 35 63%08 Val Staniford 53 3905
Richard Brouwer 35 4407
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Publications

Following the necessary addition to the Constitution at the
A.G.M., the Society has applied for, and received approval of,
registration of the newsletter for transmission by post as a
publication. This means that the newsletters can be posted
at a speclial rate. To conform with the requirements for
registration, size has been reduced. $2.00 per annum from
each member's ordinary subscription is set aside for this
publication, which is our main line of communication with
members.

Despite the reduction in postage, the cost of the newsletter
is 8till high, and considerable work is involved in compiling,
editing, printing and collating the newsletter every three
months. Copy has to be collected, edited, typed and laid up
for printing. The covers are designed by Ron Hahn (using
Michal Lewi's photographs again this year) and metal plates of
these made. 'Don the Printer', at the Community Education
Centre, makes paper plates and prints of the newsletter to
our requirements. We are very grateful to him for his
cheerful co-operation, and to the Community Education Centre
for their very generous rates,

Other pamphlets, such as that on the Evan Davies Building,
are done in the same way. A Publications Committee has been
established to handle these activities. We need more
assistance, especially to collate and wrap the newsletters
one evening in every three months, If you could spare that
time, and enjoy an evening's lubricated labour, please ring
us and offer your services. (39 1971)

members who have comments, suggestions, items of interest,
or who would like to submit articles or sketches to the
newsletter, are invited to do so. Your Committee would like
311 members to communicate their ideas, and be directly
involved in the policy and activities of the Bociety.

FLEASE RING VERONICA OR ANDREW WHITE on 39 1971

Council Meetings

Council meetings are open to the public and it may be of
interest to electors to see how the decisions that affect them
are made. The meetings are held in the Council Chamber on
the 1lst floor of the administration building, commencing at
6.00 p.m. sharp and usually lasting for about 1% hours.
Meeting dates for 1976 are 15th March, 19th April & 17th May.
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THE NATIONAL ESTATE

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ABELANDONGRS AUS
PRALIVAN HERITAGE O ONNTIS B IT:0N

As this issue goes to press we have learned that the new
Federal Government is proposing to axe the National Estate
Programme and the Australian Heritage Commission,

The total National Estate programme cost only $6 million last
year = 0:04 per cent of total Government expenditure - but the
benefits to historic areas like Fremantle were immense,
Numerous beautiful and historic buildings have been restored
for economic use (e.g. the Fremantle Markets).

We might understand the necegsity for temporary suspension of
this programme as a harsh economic measure, but not total
abolition.

Australia was one of the last affluent nations in the world to
adopt even relatively rudimentary protection for some of its
heritage. The Fremantle Society has protested strongly about
this to the Frime Minister and the Minister concerned,
Senator Greenwood.

WE URGE ALL COUR MEMBERS TO ADD THEIR FROTESTS.

WRITE TO: the Hon, J.M., Fraser,
the Frime Minister

House of Representatives
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600

and/or your local M.P.
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