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Homeless People

o

B iy e

This house in John Street was in a bad state of l‘Ejhilr when Michael Lewi took the photo above. It
was being used as a rooming house, Now the house has been completely restored and is a highlight

of the North Fremantle area.

But there is a human cost to be met when such restoration moves are made.

The Fremantle Society Committee
has expressed concern at the large and
growing number of tenants, particu-
larly elderly men who are being
displaced from rented rooms etc. as
more old houses are bought and
restored by younger people moving
into the city,

The Society hopes to  raise the
matter through the Fremantle City
Council with the wiew of action
being taken by State and Federal
authorities and possibly welfare groups
in the community. Many elderly men
in Fremantle are presently living in
appalling conditions and possible so-
lutions to the problem are the build-
ing of modern bedsitter accom-
modation or the conversion of exist-
ing buildings such as hotels through
the State Housing Commission,

Accommodation is also required
for the many students and single
workers in the Fremantle area.

Fremantle Traders

An enthusiastic meeting of approximately 100 Fremantle Traders met recent-
ly at the Mayor's Parlour and agreed to proceed with the formation of The
Fremantle Traders’ Association. The general aim of the Association will be to
promote the whole city of Fremantle as a trading centre.

Reference was also made to the

hiol i it ol The numerous speakers referred
lllill.[ij;?!}ur .lm}l.t[.} F_”F'I {’r?’tq.:; [am frequently to Fremantle's spe Lia] char-
remantle markets from outside an .00 204 the variety of

8km radius in contrast to general

available in the city in contrast to the

Aanare | OO of s arthi : :
shoppers, 92% of whom live within  gorle syburban shopping complexes.

this radius.

The formation of the Association
augurs well for the future of the city
and the Fremantle Society wishes the
Association every success.

These complexes spend hundreds
of thousands of dollars on promotion
gach year, whereas little is spent on
the promotion of Fremantle,

COVER: This photograph by Michael Lewi shows the Princess May School Building before
it was restored with funds being provided by the Federal Government. The building is
now the Community Education Centre
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President’s Report 1976

The President of the Fremantle Society, Les Lauder, listed a number of achievements of the society
in 1976 during his report to the Annual General Meeting, His report is given below:

1976 has been a successtul year
for the Fremantle Society particularly
because of the growing involvement
of our increasing resident member-
ship. It has been an important but
difficult year for Fremantle.

Achievements have included the
lifting of demolition threats to the
Evan Davies, Hillcrest, Grosvenor and
Robert Harper buildings. Proposed
road widening plans for parts of High,
South, John and Josephson Streets
have been scrapped and a full scale
review of all road widening proposals
is well under way. Residential zoning
has been extended in the Fremantle
Park area and in part of Norfolk Street
and the M.R.P.A. has released a very
significant document agreeing with
the Society’s proposals for the exten-
sion of residential zoning in North
Fremantle,

Of particular importance is the
growth of community support for the
Society’s aims demonstrated in the
Council elections in May. In a high
poll all candidates sympathetic to
the Society’s aims, including the
Mayor Bill McKenzie, were elected.

1976 saw the real impact of the
Whitlam Government’s National Estate
programme which has had particular
significance for Fremantle, This was
reflected by the many restored build-
ings particularly the Markets.

Unfortunately the importance of
Fremantle’s heritage has been in-
creased by the continuing destruction
of other parts of W.A's heritage.

The failure of the State Govern-
ment to introduce heritage legislation
is of great concern. In fact, Freman-
tle’s problems im 1976 have been
greatly aggravated by the State Gov-
grnment’s  attitude which on  the
Hospital issue has been completely
unreasonable. The new State policy on
the distribution of Federal grant
money has also penalised Fremantle
severely, Whereas previously funds
were distributed basically on a needs
basis, the opposite generally applies
Nnow.

The ROBERT HARPER BUILDING still standing — one of the society’s successes in 1976,

Under the previous formula, Fre-
mantle received approximately
52,000,000, whereas this has now
been slashed to approx. $200,000.
In contrast areas such as Nedlands
and Peppermint Grove are now re-
ceiving large untied grants.

Fremantle will clearly need to
become more self-reliant, The Coun-
cil is undertaking a streamlining of
all its activities and administration
which should result in considerable
cost savings. The Society’s call for
more resident ratepayers with all
the benefits accruing from this has
become all the more pertinent.

What lies ahead for 19777

We should see the resolution of the
Hospital issue with a compromise
probably being reached through the
courts. This issue has drained the
energies of the Council and the So-
ciety and has retarded work on major
prajects such as the new planning
scheme.

The long delayed scheme iz vital
to the revival of the city and although
it involves an enormous amount of
effort it is essential that it be com-
pleted in 1977,

The Society has a great deal of
work ahead of it in 1977 and there
are many unfinished projects. One
that is particularly exciting is the
attempt to establish the Small Houses
Scheme made possible through the
generous donation by one of our
most loyal and hard-working mem-
bers.

1977 should see a change of direct-
ion for the Fremantle Society. [
believe that there is a danger for
conservation groups in that they tend
to become used to a defensive position,
The Fremantle Society needs to take
more initiative and to demonstrate
alternatives, New developments of a
sensitive nature, particularly in hous-
ing, needs to be encouraged in Fre-
mantle. The prosperity of the com-
mercial heart of the city needs to be
strengthened.

| would like to thank the 1976
Committee and all members who
have contributed to the year's work,
I believe the Society and the City
is most fortunate to have such dedi-
cation given to them. Special recog-
nition should be given to the work
of Jan Newman, Diane Dwyer, Robyn
O'Byrne and the tireless Gerry Mac-
Csill,



MARCH, 1877

FREMANTLE

PAGE FOUR

Historic Cottage
tobe Preserved

Late in 1976, the Fremantle Gas Co. applied to the Fremantle City Council
to establish a commercial car park on their land between Cantonment Street

and Elder Place,

The Town Planning Committee
gave approval, but expressed the desire
to see the early cottage facing Queén
Street retained and put to use. Coun-
cillor Peter Newman made a written
submission to the Gas Company and
an on-site inspection was arranged

between the Manager, the City Planner,

Ken McPherson and Les Lauder.

The result has been that the Com-
pany has very generously offered the
building and some land around it to
the Council, plus a donation of $2,000
towards its restoration,

The Council has agreed to the
establishment of a committee con-
sisting of the Mayor Bill McKenzie,
Councillors Newman and Lauder, the
City Planners and Gas Co. represent-
atives to arrange the future use and
restoration of the building.

SMALL HOUSES
SCHEME

Internal restoration work is con-
tinuing on the Society’s house at 70
Hamption Road. Various members
have helped on the working bees
and the market stall and by donating
money and materials for the stall.
The last stall raised 5115 and a further
$61 has been gratefully received from:
P. Clay, M. Green, B. Henry, M.
Kirkby, M. Lyons, L. Marshall, N. Weir
and R. & D. Welsh.

A further market stall will be
held in the future and any unwanted
items of any material will be gratefully
received.

The establishment of the Society’s
Headquarters should be helped greatly
by the success of the House project.

If yvou can help in any way, write
to the Fremantle Society Small Houses
Scheme, PO Box 82, North Fremantle
6159, or ring Marie Scott (35 8750),
Robyn or Rodney O'Byrne (35 1800),
Fred Watson (35 1116) or Les Lauder
(35 6308).

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS

Despite rising costs the Society
has resisted the temptation to raise
membership fees, preferring to have
more members and raise fund through
its various activities. All memberships
except people joining in the two
month period prior to November are
due for renewal, and the necessary
form is enclosed.

A welcome is extended to these
new members who joined us mid-
October 1976 to Mid-February 1977:
W. Axten & family, J. Baker, I. & E.
Barns, Meredith Beevers & family,
Dr. D. Bennett, Ms. L. Cohen, Mr.
M. E. Davis, L. I. Etherington, H, &
T. Huisken, Wayne Jacks, Mrs. -G,
Kent, Mrs. M. R. Kuneman, R. Mudie,
& family, J. K. & P. McKernan, Mrs.
A. J. McPherson, E. Powell, Mrs. F.
Riley, D. & C. Secker, Ken Smith &
family, Ms. Jennifer Taylor, Dr. &
Mrs. Tennant, Mr. & Mrs. D. H.
Thompson, Julian Towns, Ms. M. A.
Tulloch, + Kathryn Vickery, Megan
Ward & family, D. & G. Boyle, Ms.
J. Caleutt, Mrs. 1. Feeney, J. Hakkaart,
J. & A. MacBeth, Miss E. Thornton,
R. & B. Welshman.

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL

The M.R.P.A., we understand, leans
to the belief that the PW.D. acted
illegally in proceeding with the exten-
sions without first seeking planning
permission. However, the possible ex-
istence of this complication has not
halted the P.W.D's smashing machine,
which has recently demolished the
old school building on Alma Street
and South Terrace (an example of
what the P.W.D. could do in the days
when it had sensitive architects.).

SOCIETY
HEADQUARTERS

The Fremantle Society Com-
mittee has decided to proceed
with the establishment of a
permanent headquarters which
can be used not only for com-
mittee meetings but for large
functions, storage of materials
etc., hopefully by other com-
munity groups, particularly the
Darby and Joan Club.

A working group has been
formed and has recommended
an important historic building
that is likely to become avail-
able for sale in the coming
year. A special Headgquarters
fund will need to be established
and questions relating to tax
deductability etc., are presently
being examined. Full details
should be available in the next
newsletter.

Historical Research

The Historical Research Sub-Committee now comprises Kenneth McPherson
(Convenor, 39 4434), Joan Brodsgaard (39 2658), Dianne Sholl, Michael Lefroy

(35 3460), and Les Lauder (35 6308),

The group is currently engaged in
completing the programme of taped
interviews, and is also compiling an
extensive photographic collection of
buildings, people and scenes of his-
torical value in the Fremantle area.

Ultimately it is hoped that the
Society will be able to begin publish-
ing material on the city, but HELP
is still needed — have you any photo-
graphs, postcards, prints, letters, pub-
lished material, family records which

the group might use? If you do not
want to part with the material, arrange-
ments can be made for it to be copied.
No memories or bric a brac relating
to the area are irrelevant.

If anyone would care to join the
Historical sub-committee their help
would be appreciated as would also
a filing cabinet for our increasing
collection of materials relating to
Fremantle.
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Activities Committee

1977 Activities started with a delightful luncheon and afternoon with the
‘*kebab-fest’ held in the beautiful grounds of “Woodlawn™ the home of patron

Miss Locke in East Fremantle.

The committee put a great deal
of effort into the occasion and the
120 who attended appeared to really
enjoy themselves,

Children under 12 were admitted
free and it is hoped that more mem-
bers with families can attend this
type of function.

There will be no fete this year,
but rather several market stalls, We
need volunteers to make jams, chut-
neys, relishes, etc., and glass jars
and containers are needed. Pot plants
are also required and indeed any
unwanted items large or small.

The proposed activites calendar
reads:

APRIL:
House Inspection

MAY:
Market Stalls

JUNE:
Progressive Dinner

JULY:
Market Stall

AUGUST:

House Inspection

SEPTEMBER:
Wool Shed Dance

OCTOBER:
Walk Through Fremantle

NOVEMBER:
Market Stall

DECEMBER:
Annual General Meeting

(Convenors Robyn O'Byrme 35 1800
and Marie Scott 35 §8750).

PENINSULA HOTEL

The long battle to save the Pen-
insula Hotel in Maylands appears to
have been won, but the Peninsula
Association still has a very hard task
ahead to raise the necessary money
for restoration. Readers will remember
the enormous damage done when
demolition commenced. The Freman-
tle Society has sent a donation of
5200 towards the restoration fund.

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The Society’s Annual General
Meeting was held at the Educat-
ion Centre in Princess May
Building on 7th December. Ap-
proximately 80 members at-
tended.

21 members nominated for
the 18 committee positions.
However, 3 withdrew and the
following members were de-
clared elected.

Les Lauder (President), Mark
Staniford  (Treasurer), Diane
Dywer (Secretary), Gerry Mac-
Gill (elected Vice-President by
the Committee), Richard Brou-
wer, Ron Davidson, Ted Hob-
son, Russell Hume, Michael
Lefroy, Susan Lovell, Kenneth
McPherson, Robyn 0O'Byrne,
Rodney (FByrne, Marie Scott,
Jan Tiller, Fred Watson, Don
Whittington, Ruth Wight-Pickin.

HOUSING COMMITTEE

(Convenor Fred Watson, 35 1116).
The Housing Commitee is con-

tinuing its traditional services fto

meémbers this year. These are detailed

below.

Housing List: The list of houses for
sale with some character and poten-
tial for restoration is being maintained.
Information is provided on the agent,
cost, basic accommodation etc.
Ring Susette Carter on 98 2714,

Materials Pool: The commitiee ac-
guires materials such as doors, mantle-
pieces, architraves, iron lace and
other materials for use in restoring
houses. This material is available
for sale to members,

Ring Les Lauder on 35 6308,

Tradesman's List: This consists of
tradesmen who are sympathetic to
the restoration of old houses. Almost
all trades are represented. If you
need assistance or can recommend
particular tradesmen.

Ring Tony Connor on 3!-'“25 32,

Advice on Restoration: This service
has been used by over 50 members
to date and has resulted in consider-
able cost savings to members. Les
Lauder will gwve information on
any restoration matter.

Planning Committee

Last year the Society’s Planning Committee was virtually fully occupied with
the hospital issue, an issue which is not by any means dead, but one that will
probably have to be resolved in the law courts. Many other important tasks
face the committee and once again with an optimism undampened we solicit

yvour participation.
A few of the things we are looking
into are listed below, with the names

of committee members who are
particularly involved: —
(1) Aesthetic Controls: Guidelines

and legislation for the control of
building styles, colour schemes, alter-
ations, restorations etc. especially in
conservation areas, (Ray Forma).

(2) Town Planning Scheme: Develop-
ing the Society's policy on zoning,
conservation areas, building controls,
and other matters affecting the future
development of the city. (Geoffrey
London),

(3) Marina: Considering the pros and
cons of proposed dgvelopments, how

they will affect the West End, and

aspects such as traffic management,
and parking. (John White).

(4) Heritage Council Legislation: How
adequate is. the legislation proposed
for W.A? (Les Lauder).

(5) System 6: The Society will make a
submission to the EP.A, concerning
nature and recreational reserves for the
Fremantle area. (Gerry MacGill),

Remember, planning is too import-
ant to be left to the experts (though
they do have their place). Enthusiastic
amateurs and professionals please con-
tact Gerry MacGill on 35 7471,
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Colonial Days...
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The Knowle (above), Colonel Henderson’s house built in the 1850°s, is rarely seen
these days. It is sited in the Fremantle Hospital grounds and is obscured by a hotch-
potch of modern development. The Warders” Quarters in Henderson Street were also
built in the 1850, but unlike the Knowle still serve their original purpose of providing
innercity housing for warders. (Michael Lewi photos).




