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SOCIETYS AGM.

The Sociery’s Annual General Meeting was held at the Community
Education Centre on 7 December last year: about 80 members
attended. Main business of the evening was the election of a new

commiitee. Those elected were:

Les Lauder (President), Peter

Fowlie (Secretary), Sue Rutherford (Treasurer), Richard Brouwer,
Ken McPherson, Libby Lloyd, Janine Pavy, Joan McPherson, Jean
Mavrick, Ron Green, Ross Letchford, John Thornton, Tony Ruther-
ford, Ed Townes, Marie Scott, Rod OByme, Robin O'Byrne, Fred

Watson,

The other principal item of busi-
ness was the passing of a resolution
to the A.GM. from the Committee
to raise ordinary and family member-
ship subscriptions to $4 and $5
respectively; pensioner and student
subscriptions remain unchanged at 51.

Les Lauder gave his President’s
report, as follows:

*1977 has been a vear of progress
for the Society and for Fremantle.
The Society has continued to attract
new members and has embarked on a
new membership drive.

“We have a valuable asset in our
house at 70 Hampton Road. Rest-
oration work has continued. Major
work completed during the year has
included re-roofing and internal paint-
ing. The restoration of the ornate
verandah is to commence soon.
Complete restoration should be
finished during 1978 enabling the
sale of the house if necessary.

“Hopefully a suitable building as
heaquarters will become available dur-
ing the year.

“The activities committee is to
be thanked for its hard work in rais-
ing sufficient funds for the restoration
to date.

“The Council election results were
not as good as many had hoped,
however congratulations are due to
Peter Newman on his successful re-
election and to Fred Watson on his
election.

“The Society spearheaded the suc-
cessful campaign to persuade Bill
McKenzie to remain as Mayor of the
city. A large number of community
organisations co-operated in the cam-
paign which was a mark of the degree
of respect and esteem in which Bill
McKenzie is held.

“No significant buildings were lost
during the year although a number of

houses were demolished and many
others were defaced by crude reno-
vations,

“An important advance was made
with the establishment by the Council
of its Townscape Advisory Committee.
It has been given a very wide brief to
draw up policy on all aesthetic matters
affecting the city. This follows the
completion of a detailed report by a
similar sub-committee of the Society.
The Council’s committee is composed
of a number of members of the public
plus nominees of the Planning and
Architectural Institutes. I was fort-
unate in being nominated as the
Council’s representative.

“Some progress has been made in
regard to housing. Restoration work
by many private owners has con-
tinued. A large number of new housing
developments has been approved by
the Council. One of particular import-
ance is that proposed in Harvest Road
by the State Housing Commission after
consultation with the Council. It is
hoped that a joint programme by
both bodies of providing well-designed
housing for low-income earners, espec-
ially pensioners, close to the city

centre, can get under way during
1978.

“An important advance in the plan-
ning area was the allocation by the
Council of funds for an independent
consultant to prepare the long overdue
new planning scheme. this has neces-
sarily been delayed by the State Gov-
ernment’s decision to proceed with a
major study of Fremantle as a sub-
regional centre. The consultant will
bhe appointed early in the new vyear,.

“Problems faced during 1977 in-
cluded the continuing expansion of
the Fremantle Hospital, the proposal
to develop Cantonment Hill, the
proposed Marina and Police Court
developments. Lack of effective heri
tage legislation provides continuing

difficulties for the Society and the
Council.

“What lies ahead in 19787 Hope-
fully the question of what rights the
local authority has when confronted
with Government department develop-
ment plans will be resolved. The
development of new housing will be a
continuing issue, The State Govern-
ment and Council planning schemes
should be completed.

“The photographic survey and
resulting register of notable buildings
should be completed.

“The Society may well acquire
its own headquarters during the year.

“In conclusion I would like to
thank all those who have helped the
Society in its work during the vear,
particularly Marie Scott, Robyn and
Rodney O'Byrme, Tony Connor, Susan
Lovell and Peter Fowlie”
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SOCIETY HOUSE

A special general meeting of the
Society was held in August 1977 to
decide the future of the house at
70 Hampton Road.

120 members attended and by a

large majority supported a three-
part motion:
(a) that the Fremantle Society

retain its house at 70 Hampton
Road for the time being and con-
tinue with its restoration
(b) that the present tenancy offer
be accepted immediately
(c) that in due course the house be
sold and the proceeds allocated to
a fund to -acquire a headquarters
building for the Society.

Eight members who supported the
immediate sale of the property then
walked out of the meeting.

John Thornton offered the Society
50% of the procesds from the opening
night of his show “The 20% and All
That Jazz™ at the Regal Theatre to-
wards the restoratiom,

Since the meeting restoration work
has proceeded principally on providing
a new roof and reinstating the ornate
verandah,

John Thornton’s generosity re-
sulted in over 81,200 going to the
Society,
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CANTONMENT HILL IN DANGER?

A threat toCantonment Hill has resulted from a decision of the Fremantle Council to call tenders
for the development of the site for commercial use or housing.

The hill is the spectacular limestone
outcrop, which is at the end of the
traffic bridge and is a key townscape
element.

The proposal, which puts the hill

in danger arose from an ongoing survey (g

of Council and other public-authority
land in Fremantle. At a recent Council
meeting an attempt by Councillors
Lauder and Cotton to have the matter
deferred until the new planner could
look at the question was defeated 12-6.

The Fremantle Society strongly
opposes the proposal. It believes that
the limestone hill, although to some
extent degraded by the naval store
and
of

for flora the coastal

ridge.

It also provides sweeping views up

river and over the harbour — an asset
which would be available to all citizens
not just a select few.

Recently, Dr. Neville Marchant led a
group from the W.A. Wildflower Society
on a survey of the area. They identified
11 wvarieties of native plant growing
there. The Wildflower Society is pro-
posing to the Council that the hill
should be developed as a native flora
reserve. This is being supported by
the Fremantle Society.

Using material from the Wildflower
Society’s submission to the Council,
the Fremantle Society has itself made
an additional submission, this one to
the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority. We are asking the EP.A. to
consider creating a permanently-pro-
tected reserve of the Hill, which
comes within the “System Six™ study-
at present being made by the Auth-
ority.

ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
1977

The Activities Committee has al-
most completed a ‘successful year’s
programme.

Some popular events organised
were: two house inspections, a num-
ber of market stalls, a very enjoyable
progressive dinner, and a woolshed
dance with more than 300 attending.

the intrusion of weeds, could |
have considerable value as a reserve |
limestone |

Photo: The old stables in Harvest Road, North Fremantle — gone.

There was also the annual Walk-
through Fremantle followed by lunch.

The most successful fund-raising
function was the opening night of the
20’s and All That Jazz which raised
$1000, : _

The Committee’s final fling for
1977 was a “Carnival Night in Rio,”
held on New Year's Eve. Although
not a great financial success not
that it was meant to be — it was great
fun for all those present.

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the following members
who joined the Society over the last
year:

Ms M. Ausma, R. Baudains, R.
Bingley-Pullen, Ms, J. Birch, P & N.
Blumann, Z. Boalch? J. Boardman,
| & M. Bolas, . Booth, L. Bowe,
D. Bowen, Ms. S. Browne, 5. Bume,
R. Cahill, H. G. Clements, J. 5. Daw-
kins, Mrs. E. Dick, M. Doherty,
F. C. Field, T. M. Glass, R. E. &

R. A. Greaves, R, L. Green and fam-
ily, A. Griffiths, Mrs. G. Grobbelaar,
W. Hassell, L. Host, J. Hoew, Mr.
and Mrs. W. Karmelita, J. Kenny,
B. Kerr, Mrs. B. Ketteridge, Dr. G.
Lilburne, Mrs. T. Limpus, Miss H.
Lorimer, Lovell Family, Mrs, J. Lowe,
H. Lowndes, K. E. Malcolm, Dr. &
Mrs. N. G. Marchant, F. Martin, R.
(. Martin, Rex Martin, Mr. & Mrs.
W. S. Mattieson, J. McBride, J. & V.
McLoughlin, Moffat-Clarke Family,
M. Morris, M, & G. Moss, Mrs. D.
O'Brien, K. & §. O'Brien, Jim O'Con-
nor, W. & J. Pavy, L. Pericles, Clive
Poole, Eric Powell, D. Preshaw, M.
Quartermaine, Ivan Rakela, J. Read-
ing, J. Roberts, Alanr Rowe, A. Ruther-
ford, §. Rutherford, Dr. G. Shel
lam, Mrs. F. Shellam, H. A. Sims,
Ms. Jane Sims, Ms Stephanie Smith,
B. Snook, J. Squibb, 8. Stack, R.
sweeney, A. J. R. Taylor, J. Taylor,
Ms Rachel Thompson, Dr. & Mis,
Trakers, W. Tyrie, M. Usher, M. Van
Hall, E. Veszely, Ms. P. Watts, Ms,
L. Wells, E. A. Westbrook, Mrs. L.
Wright.
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A review of the recent book
“THE INTERFACE between
Public and Private Territories
in Residential Areas" by Jan
Gehl, published by the Depart-
ment of Architecture and Build-
ing, Melbourne University, 1977,

by

Peter Newman

- GOOD FENCES. ..
GOOD

NEIGHBOURS

In the redevelopment of inner city areas throughout Australia one of the
fashions has been to build high front fences. The aim is to reduce traffic noise
and provide greater privacy for people who are more used to the separated and

set back homes of the suburbs.

Apart from the fact that little
noise reduction is achieved and the
bad aesthetics of hiding homes behind
sheer walls, there are other side
effects that have been investigated
by a group of architecture students
from Melbourne University.

The result is a fascinating slim
book which is causing a great deal of
interest amongst those involved in
the planning and restoration of inner
city areas.

The study is also an important
contribution to an understanding of
why inner areas like Fremantle seem
to have a greater sense of community.
Extensive observations were made of
the way people interacted in 17
different streetscapes ranging from
small terrace houses with tiny front
yards or no front yard, to modern
detached homes with large front
yvards or cluster homes with high
fences.

The conclusions of the study were
firstly that a far greater level of inter-
action in a street occurs when there
is a “soft interface™ between public
and private territories,

Fences that can be seen through,
that one can lean on or sit on, provide
a link where hundreds of small activi-
ties and conversations can occur
between neighbours and passers-by
without an invasion of privacy.

The “hard interface™ of houses
with a front door directly onto a
street or with the modern trend to
high solid front fences shuts outs the
informal and :accidental interaction
which is the real basis for neighbour
liness.

The high solid fence rarely achieves
much noise reduction (not as much
as cul de sacs) and it tends to en-
courage vandalism and street crime
as the public domain of the street
becomes more and more separated
from individual owners. “Our street™
becomes “their street.”

The second main conclusion was
that the large suburban front yards
even with a ‘soft’ fence also work
against neighbourhood interaction.
There seems to be a number of reasons
for this — the distance from front
yvard to footpath is usually bevond a
friendly interaction distance, and the
distance between front yards across
the street is usually shouting distance
only.

A large effort has to be made to
make the transition from private to
public whereas in the older areas
with smaller vards people can sit on
a verandah and chat to people on the
strect, they can see in a glance to
about 15 homes and be in contact
with at least half of these without
significant efforts.

The third conclusion related to
cars. Where houses had offstreet
parking a significant reduction in
neighbourhood interaction occurred.

Cars rather than people entered
and left the private space of home,
whereas parking on the stréet meant
that for a time people entered the

public street area and numerous
brief conversations were observed
before the people retired to the

privacy of their homes.

On the basis of this, certain guide-
lines were drawn up to create spaces

where neighbourhood interaction was
optimised and the need for privacy
was maintained. These are summarized:

(a)A “soft fence” should be clearly
defined, low enough to see over
but strong enough to lean or sit
omn.

(b) There should be no more than
4.5 metres and no less than 3
metres between front door and
fence with the footpath next to
the fence.

(¢) A verandah should provide pro-
tection and comfort in the semi-
private front yard with a garden
to add interest, identity and an
“excuse” for semi-private activity.

(d) House, verandah and street should
be at the same level.

(e) Houses should not be far apart as
the larger the distance the smaller
the possibility of neighbourhood
interactions. If houses are wvery
close as in terrace housing there
should be a screen separating the
semi-private areas.

(f) Streets should be no more than 15
metres wide between fences other-
wise interaction is difficult, but
likewise under 12 metres the
distance becomes uncomfortably
close.

(g) Car parking should be in the
street or in a communal car park
so that people not cars play the
major activity in street life.

How does your house stand up to
this sort of standard?

It reminds me of yet another
application of the Schumaher dictum
“small 5 beautiful.” Yet so many of
the findings are opposite to our
uniform Building Bydaws to which
all new developments must comply.

fContinued on Page 5, ., )
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Townscape Advisory Committee

. . . A Step Forward

A major step forward in the preservation and enhancement of the Fremantle character was taken
recently when the Council adopted a ﬁ*ugge:stmn from the Fremantle Society and appﬂmted a TﬂWﬂ-

cape Advisory Committee,

This was done following concern
over lack of guidelines for the Coun-
cil in aesthetic matters affecting the
municipality.

Members of the public were invited
to nominate and four of the nominees
were selected. They were Murray
Quartermaine (chairman), Walter West,
Clarrie Glossop and Paul Barron.
Ken Adam was selected from a panel
nominated by Royal Australian Plan-
ning Institute and Rob Campbell from
a panel nominated by the Royal
Australian Institute of Architects.

The Council nominated Mayor
Bill McKenzie and Councillor Les
Lauder as its representatives. The
other members are the city build-
ing surveyor, Eric Morris, city plan-
ner Rob Henwood and city manager

Stan Parks.

The Committee has been given a
wide brief and has already met nine
times. It is making recommendations
for immediate implementation for
each month’s Council meeting round
and will follow these with a final
report.

The Committee is concentrating

initially on the city area. It will then
move to the residential areas. Recom-
mendations to date include some
specific ~to certain buildings — tree
lanting and narrowing of Phillimore
treet, scrapping of the bydaw pre-
venting verandahs over footpaths,
guidelines on advertising and colour
schemes for buildings.

Prior to the Committee’s establish-
ment a similar group was established
within the Society. A detailed report
had been prepared and this is now
being used in the Council Committee’s
deliberations.

If you have any suggestions 1o
make please contact the Society or
go direct to the Townscape Advisory
Committee, & William Sitreet, Fre-
mantle 6160,

- i iy

.Fhr,:um ,." 2 John S{.ﬁ;w i ur}h Fremantle . . .. ..: going ! 2

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Two recent Government publi-
cations may be of interest to members
of the Society. The Annual Report

of the Australian Heritage Commission,

a very slim volume, sets out the Com-
misgion’s activities for the 1976-
1977 year, with particular regard to
the establishment of the Register of
the National Estate. The Report is
illustrated with some very attractive
photogrammetric studies of old street-
scapes in Victoria,

The Interim Report of the House
of Representatives Select Committee
on Tourism is in faet not all that
interesting, but is worth mentioning
if only to point out that a full report
on the tourist industry in Australia
is in the making. It may be mentioned
that the Australian Heritage Com-
mission made a submission to the
Committee which stressed the im-

Ry | 1
PN,
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portance of the National Estate to
the Industry; all perfectly obvious,
but there are those who need to have
these things in appropriately parlia-
mentary prose before they will take
any notice,

GOOD FENCES . ..
GOOD NEIGHBOURS . . .

. Continued from Page 4)

It may represent another fly in the
ointment of progress and another great
challenge to our architects, planners
and local councils to develop and re-
tain some of this subtle use of space
that our forefathers seemed to under-
stand but which we are just discover-

1ng.
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Planning Commiittee

After a lapse of several months, the Society’s planning committee has re-
formed and has embarked on three major projects — the townscape advisory
report (complete), the submission on the new planning scheme, and a photo-
graphic study of all old buildings in Fremantle and East Fremantle.

The latter is being worked on
now and will be invaluable for assess-
ment work for the National Trust,
the Australian Heritage Commission
and the Fremantle Council.

If Conservation areas are estab-
lished in Fremantle and if the Coun-
cil moves to prevent old buildings
being mutilated, a comprehensive
photographic register will be essential,
Volunteers have already commenced
the survey but more help is needed
with photographic work. If you can
help ring Les Lauder, 16 Nairn Street,
Fremantle 335 6308,

All you have to do s provide a
camera and your spare time: the
Society can meet the cost of film
and developing.

AL

FREMANTLE COUNCIL
ELECTIONS
1977 :

Two of the candidates supported
by the Society did well in last year’s
elections: our congratulations to Peter
Newman on his re-election in the
Beaconsfield Ward, and to Fred Wat-
son on his election in the Hilton
Ward., It was disappointing that lan
Bolas, standing for the South Ward,
missed out by such a narrow margin.

— AND 1978:

This yvear's elections will be held in
about three months time. We hope to
have another newsletter out before
then, with full details of candidates.
We hope, too, that the Society will
once again be able to support one
candidate in each of the six wards,
and that we can muster volunteers to
help in campaigning. Even if we
can't get six good candidates again,
ratepayer members of the Society
should be bold in tackling those
people who nominate in all the wards
to make sure that their views on the
Society's aims are known and, if
necessary, made public.

MEMBERSHIP
RENEWALS

All memberships (except
those for people joining in
the two-month period prior
to November 1977), are due
for renewal.

The necessary form is
enclosed. We remind mem-
bers that by resolution of
the Annual General Meeting,
subscriptions for ordinary
members were raised to $4
for single and %35 for family
subscriptions. Rates for stu-
dents .and pensioners are
unchanged.

Mayoral Elections —
BILL McKENZIE
RETURNED UNOPPOSED

Fremantle's Mayor, Bill Mchenzie,
resigned late last year because of the
hostility of a group of councillors who
he felt were obstructing the work of
the Council.

The Society, appreciating the May-
or's consistent support for the con-
servation of the city’s character and
for progressive policies generally, spear

headed a campaign to persuade him
to re-nominate,

The campaign culminated in a
major public petition and a full-
page advertisement in the ““West
Australian™ supported by a wide
range of community and business
organisations and by eleven coun-
cillors.

The Mayor, in the light of this

demonstration of support, re-nom-

inated and was returned unopposed.

RESTORATION ADVICE

Many Society members have taken
advantage of this Soceity service
which has not only helped them
with problems encountered in house
restoration and redesign, but has also
saved them considerable expense.

If you would like advice on any
matter regarding restoration, contact
Les Lauder (335 6308), Tony Connor
(339 2632), Richard Brouwer (335
4407), Rod O’'Byrne (335 1800).
Tony Connor maintains a list of
recommended tradesmen,

NATIONAL ESTATE GRANTS

The W.A. programme for the Nat-
ional Estate for 1977-1978 was an-
nounced on 4 December last year by
the then Federal Minister for Environ-
ment, Housing and Community Devel-
opment, the Hon, Revin Newman. A
total of $500,000 will be made avail-
able over the next three years in three
categories: grants to the State Govern-
ment, grants to the W.A. branch of
the National Trust, and grants to
local government organisations,

Fremantle fared poorly.

In the ftuwst category, the State
Government received $50,000 for fur-
ther restoration of the Commissariat
Building in CLff Street. In the second
category, 54 000 was granted to the
National Trust for work on the private
residence at 26 Norfolk Street. In the
third category, the Fremantle City
Council received nothing despite its
submissions. In view of the fact that
$151 B00 was allocated in this cate-
gory — and remembering that the
other grants were only ongoing works
it is difficult to avoid the conclusion
that Fremantle has been actively
discriminated against. We have the
most important single concentration
of buildings in need of conservation,
and the Council has a good record
with regard to administration of
grants it has received in the past.
The Government's neglect is, there-
fore, all the more difficult to explain.

It is now too late to do anything
about the present programme. We
hope that the Council will do what
it can to make sure that a similar
situation does not arise with the next
programme of grants,
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PLANNING
FOR
FREMANTLE

The long-awaited new planning
scheme for Fremantle has been de-
layed further.

“The Council allocated funds from
the current budget to appoint an
independent planner for the scheme.
It has not proceeded with that decis-
ion because the State Government is
now undertaking a major study of
Fremantle as a sub-regional centre.

The Council believes that there
could be duplication of some of the
planning work and will wait until
the Government's study has devel-
oped before appointing a new plan-
ner. The Council has appointed
Jack Sowden and Les Lauder as its
representatives on the Government
steering commiltee,

To date the Committee, chaired
by the Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Cyril Rushton, has met several
times. Advertisements have been pl-
aced calling for consultants to under-
take the work; a special panel has
interviewed a number of the many
applicants and a decision s expected
shortly.

Todededededled

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The Committee, getting to grips
with the problems of a permanent
headquarters once again, is canvassing
a number of ideas for fundraising
ventures. One idea recently put for-
ward is that the society should put out
a cook book, something like the
popular “Terrace Times” books. It
would be good if we could publish
something like this which would not
only raise money but also be one more
way of reflecting Fremantle's historic
past and our present cultural diversity,
Anyone with ideas and/or material
to offer should get in touch with
our new Secretary, Peter Fowlie, at
the Society’s address. We would
like to see both good old-fashioned
recipes and some really distinctive
ethnic food.

— AND FOOD FOR PROFIT

You can start thinking now about
,our last fundraising venture for this
year: in December we will be running
a stall in the Fremantle Markets. We
would like to sell loads of old-fash-
ioned Christmas provender — puddings
— cakes — jams and preserves — and
other small Christmas gifts — pot-
plants, sewing work, books, and
almost anything else you can think
of, There’s almast nothing we can’t
se¢ll. The stall we had last year brought
in a handsome return, and this year's
will be even better.

Contact Marie Scot (335 8730),
Robin O'Byme (335 1800), Richard
Brouwer (335 4407), or Les Lauder
(335 6308) — to discuss ideas, or to
arrange delivery when the date draws
near.

Following the Special General
Meeting of the Society last vear,
Gerry MacGill requested that he
be given space in this Newsletter
to put his point of view to the
wider membership. Mr, MacGill's
letter and the President’s reply
are now therefore printed here.
Some less than vital matters
have been deleted by the editor.

Gerry MacGill's letter,

52 Harvest Road,
North Fremantle.

The Secretary,
The Fremantle Society Inc.

Dear Secretary,

Following the decision of the Special
General Meeting to retain the Hamp-
ton Road house in Society ownership,
I have no option but to resign from

the vice-presidency and the Committee,

My reasons for doing so may be
briefly summarised.

1. The project has absorbed $1619 of
members’ funds (see audited report
submitted to S.G.M.), or about three
times the amount specially raised for
the project by donations and activi-
ties. At its inception assurances were
given that no general funds were to
be employed on the project.

2. Persons involved in the project,
however sincerely motivated, have
failed to demonstrate sufficient mana-
gerial ability, to the extent of failing
to keep the Committee adequately
informed of the project’s progress.

3. The time, effort and money (the
Society’s annual income is only
$2500) demanded by the project
would suggest that this is the Society’s
highest current priority activity: if
that is so, I am in the wrong society.

4. However one dresses it up, the
Society is now involved in a risky
property venture. It should not be
in such a venture. The house should
be sold to break even without further
expenditure . ., .

I am happy to have been influential
in initiating what I believe to be the
only useful activity in which the
Society is currently engaged: the
seminar series, the first of which
(Heritage Legislation) 1 led. 1 will
be pleased to draft a submission to
the Government if the Committee
50 desires.

You will oblige me if you will pub-
lish this letter in full in the News-
letter. 1 believe the resignation of a
vice-president and a Committee meni-
ber of long standing is important
enough to require explanation to the
membership. | also feel that the case
for not retaining the Hampton Road
house should be put.

May I, finally, make it clear that I
am retaining my membership of the
Society for the time being.

Y ours sincerely,
Gerry MacGill.

The President’s reply,

|6 Nairn Street,
Fremantle.

Dear Gerry,

[ have been directed by the Com-
mittee of the Society to reply to your
letter and the statements made in it.

The amount of the Society funds
invested in the project was $1270
and not 51619, Russell Hume has
asked me to point out that this dis-
crepancy in his financial report was
inadvertent, and arose from his inclus-
ion in general funds of 5211 raised by

(Continued on Page 8 .. .)
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THE PRESIDENT’'S REPLY . ..
{... Continued from Page 7)

the house committee at a market suall
but banked in the general account,
$82 as interest from the house com-
mittee’s account, and $56 in donat-
ions listed in the Newsletter of last
May.

I would like to point out that the
house is a valuable asset of the Society
as a whole, not of any sub-committee,
and that the funds used were author-
ised by the full Committee and that
their use has added greatly to the
value of the property.

Your second assertion is hard to
understand especially in view. of the
fact that until the full Committee
took over financial responsibility for
the project,the house committee had
been given the almost impossible
task of undertaking all the manage-
ment, the actual restoration work,
and all the fundraising themselves.
Their work was made even more
difficult by a few members’ persist-
ently attacking the project on the
major ground that a profit would
be made, thus risking the accusation

of speculation. This was ridiculous,
as the very basis of the scheme was a
pilot project, apart from its value in
restoring a worthy building, was to
make a profit for the Society to be
used to help acquire a headquarters
building,

The Society's need for a headquarters
has been felt since at least 1974,
when the Society approached the
atate Government in an attempt to
acquire the Old Court House as head-
quarters. Apart from its extensive
records, the Society has many posses-
sions, including a very important
photographic collection and a number
of large and valuable historical items.
Presently this material is held in the
homes of ten or so members, which
is completely unsatisfactory. The
committees experience considerable
difficulty and expense in finding
venues for meetings and functions.

[t is felt that when the Society's
house is sold it will be in a position,
in conjunction with the Darby and
Joan Club to start negotiations for a
building that through the two organ-
isations would receive maximum day
— and night-time use, .,

The house project, although important
isnot the highest priority activity
of the Society. Our priorities are in

the planning area; e.g., the new city
planning scheme, housing  policy,
aesthetic guidelines, etc.

A new planning committee has been
formed to oversee this work as we had
not received any progress report in
this area from you as planning con-
venor,

Most members present at the 5.G.M
were clearly disappointed at your
threat to leave the meeting and resign
from the Committee should when
the vote was taken it go against your
point of view. Your statements and
walk-out are to be regretted as at the
previous Committee meeting it was
agreed that we would be bound by
the decision of the general member-
ship. The meeting was a large one,
and voted overwhelmingly after hear-
ing all points of view not to sell the
house at this stage.

The Committee wishes to place on
record its appreciation of your past
efforts on behalf of the Society and
is hopeful of your continuing support.
There are many real problems facing
our city and they can only be solved
by the concerted efforts of all those
who care about Fremantle.

Y ours sincerely,
Les Lauder,

can help

COVER STORY

From time to time we all perhaps need a reminder of why the
Society exists, what it is trying to do, and what painstaking work
is necessary for the success of our aims. Qur cover photographs
are such a reminder. This house, on the corner of Attfield Street
and South Street, was one of the most distinctive small houses in
Fremantle: simple Victorian in style, with some rare and lovely
Gothic touches. A few weeks ago, it was demolished.

The Council is at present powerless to prevent this kind of
vandalism. The house was not classified; and the work of classifi-
cation still depends largely on the Society’s own efforts. Help us
to keep this work going,.

The house at Attfield was a particularly irreplaceable loss, but
we are losing more and more other buildings, each in its own way
valuable, all the time. At the moment a handful of workers are
carrving on the photographic survey. Anyone who can use a camera
and the help will be both welcome and necessary.
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