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Fremantle Society Inc.
The Aims of the Society

e Togive responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle area.

¢ Encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable residential and commercial district, whilst retaining

its unigue character.

¢ Encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and aesthetic value.

¢ Ensurethat new development complements established patterns, isofhigharchitecturaland aesthetic sta ndardsand
serves the long term interests of the area.

& Further the development of the area as a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre.

NEWMEMBERS

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING
MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED
THE SOCIETY OVER THE LAST
YEAR.

J. Agnew, Ms. Nixie Angeloni, Mrs.
N. Attwell-Brown, Ms. EettyEenda.
C. & K. Bennett, A. Bonavita, D.R.
Boughton, J.B. Brazel, Mr. & Mrs.
R. Brearley, K. & C, Brodie, M.B.
Carland & Family, Dr. & Mrs. W.
Castleden, MS. Janine Chaplin, Ms.
Patricia Charlton, Andrew &
Joanna Crabtree, Mrs. J. Cross, Ms.
Michelle D'Alton, Rod Duff,
Maleolmn Duff, W.J. Elmer, Ms.
Denise English, W.J. Ferrell, Mr. &
Mrs. W. Foster, Ms. Sabina
Fullerton, Ms. Ramu Gerovich, Mr.
& Mrs. Neil Goodlet, Susan &
Jeremy Green, Mrs. ;. Grobbelaar,
Ms. Patricia Hanson, John
Harrison, Mr. Roger Hickman, Ms.
Elsie Highet, R. Hinde, R.M.J.
Hoare, Mrs. B. Hodge, 5.A. Hohnen,
John Hooper, P. & D. Jackson, Ms.
Patricia Jalland, Mr. & Mrs. J.A.

Johnston, Mrs. G.I. Kent, Mrs. B.
Ketteridge, William S. Latter, Ms.
Margaret Lee, Ms. Grace Leyden,
Robert Limpus, Mrs. U.G. McDi-
armid. T.J. & V.F. McDonnel, B.W.
MecKkay, Mrs. E. Marshall, Mr. &
Mrs. I. Murray & Family, Mrs. P.
Nelson, Colin Nichol, Barry & Jan
North, David & Elizabeth Parker,
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Parker, Carl &
Diane Payne, Ms. Libby Peacock,
R. & L. Reece, Lyn Shrimpton, Ms.
Joy Skipper, Ms. Margaret
smeulders, Ann Somerville, Fiona
Somerville, Maurice Stack, Ms.
Jaan VanStainton, lanSterry, Chris
& Sharon Stewart, Dace Tomsons,
Mr. & Mrs. George Trotter, Neil &
Catherine Thomas, Stuart Thorpe,
Brian Wedgwood, Mark Williams,
Ms, Grace Winchcombe, Ms. Elise
Young.

COMMITTEE FOR 1979
PRESIDENT

June Boddy ph.335 6016
VICE PRESIDENT

Rdlph Hoare ph.335 5772
SECRETARY

Honor Pusenjak ph.384 3720
TREASURER

Patricia Charlton ph.335 6680
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Colin Bennett, Ken Brodie, Andrew
Crabtree, Gerda Fowler, Bob
Frayne, RonGreen, Will Karmelita,
Les Lauder, Fiona Mayes, Marie
Scott, Bron Sibree, Ed Townes.

Sub-Committee Convenors

Activities:

Gerda Fowler ph.335 4992
Housing:

Ron Green ph.362 2150
Planning:

Les Lauder ph.335 6308
Fublications:

Andrew Crabtree ph.384 7485
Photographic Survey:
Ralph Hoare ph.335 5772
Restoration Advice:

Les Lauder ph.335 6308
Tony Connor ph.339 2632
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Fremantle-Perth Railway Closure

In a shock statement on January
16th 1979, Sir Charles Court
announced the proposed closure of
the railway line between Fremantle
and Perth.

The implications for Fremantle of
the decision are potentially
disastrous. The new [reeway would
enable the government to cancel the
plans for a new up river bridge.

Inevitably a new bridge and
associated roads and resumptions
in North Fremantle would be
required.

aince the decision was announced
there hasbeenanoutery from awide
cross-section of the public ineluding
both Perth and Fremantle City
Councils.

Members are urged to sign the
petition that is circulating and dlm
write to the Premier expressing
ﬂp}:mtlmn to the proposal.

committee to save the railway
was formed and Bron Sibree from
the Fremantle Society became a

member. Her report is printed
below.

Report

The “‘Campaign to Save the

Railway'' committee met for the
first time on February 9th, 1979. The
committee, chaired by John
Dawkins, was formed as a result of
the large public meeting in
January.,

Great Concern was expressed by
all that the decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle railway appeared
to be based on inadequate
information and that the overall
planning projections behind the
decision were obscure,

Whilst the long term public
transport objectives were ol vital
importance, it was felt that, in the
short term, the weight of public
opinion was the only method of
convineing the Government to
reverse its decision.

The petition had already gained a

large volume of public su[;¥urt
(52,000 signatures to date). This
momentum must be maintained by
involving all communities along the
railway line and, indeed, the
metropolitan area as a whole.

With this in mind, the committee
resolved to:

{a) Form a small, expert ad hoc
committee to gauge and correlate
all existing inlormation for public
scrutiny.

(b} Establish an organisation
called “"Friends of the Perth-
Fremantle Railway', membership
of which would be granted via a
nominal donation. This money
would cover running costs (ie..
Press notices).

A public meeting to launch this
willbe heldinthe Perth TownHallon
March 16th.

The Society's President has
written to the Premier and both her
letter and the reply are printed
below,

A plea to the Premier....and the reply.

Dear Sir Charles,

The commiitee of The Fremantle
Society is as equally shocked as the
general public over the proposed
closure of the Perth-Fremantle
passenger rail service.

A specially convened committee
meeting on Saturday, 27th January,
decided that we should ask vou to
defer a final decision until all aspecis
under survey, for example the
Fremantle sub-regional study, are
available for public consideration.

Has the Government fully
considered the use of feeder buses to
stations plus extra parking facilities
for private cars to encourage peaple
ta think more in terms of public
transport than the use of individual
cars?

The full cost of abandoning a
functional public utility and
substituting an expensive road
service has not been explained at all.
Fremantle people worry about the
multiplication of vehicles in their city
and wonder about their dispersal
once they gel there.

Do all public transport systems
pay their way? Has the Governmeni
completely abandoned the concept
of providing public services
subsidised by taxation?

It appears to The Fremanile

‘ developed inio a deﬁ-_:l]

Society that the Government still
considers Fremantle as the port of ,
Perth now decaving and reﬁ:uely
unused while fﬂstﬂﬁ sight of the fact
that the small saiellite city has in the
intervening vears matured and
hiful, well
integrated and progressive city with
a human scale.

The Fremantle Society and the
City Council have promoted the
resforation of many old houses, the
markeis and other public buildings
and monitored developmenti io fit in
with the State's heritage. We are
proud of the Maritime seum and
Aris Cenire patronised by people
from all over tf: waorld; we are proud
that Fremantle is a unigue and
historic city - its people and its
architecture, culiure and entertain-
ment enriching the State.

Destruction of a vital rail link
denigrates evervthing that has been
done and all that might flower froma
vigorous, virile and cosmopolitan
commuriiy.

Yours sincerely,
June Boddy

President
The Fremantle Society Inc.

31st January 1979

19th February 1979
Dear Ms Boddy,

The Hon., Premier has requesied
me fo reply to and thank vou for your
recent letter concerning the closure
of the Perth-Fremantle railway.

Railways have plaved an historic
part in the development of our State,
and have a wvital role te play in
Western Ausiralia’s transpori
system both now and in the future.
Neueﬂhelcss, the Government
believes that in rhe case of the Perth-
Fremantle corridor, the railway is
not proving to be the most efficient
and effective means of providing
urban public transport. Perhaps vou
might care to consider the facts
outlined below - being those which
led the Government toils decision to
withdraw the service.

The Government's decision to
close the Pxer!h Fremantle railway
line has on Jv been made after a
careful stu all the issues
involved nnd u.llth the benefii of a
number of in-depth studies over a
lengthy period. The Government has
therefore neither rushed into making
a decision nor lacked a varietv of
advice.

(Continued on Page 7)



MARCH, 1979

FREMAMTLE

PAGE FOUR

Residential Photographic Survey 1978/79

AIMS

In August of 1978 after consider-
able discussion amongst members,
the Fremantle Society embarked on
the awesome task of photographing
the residential areas of Fremantle,
The idea wastocreate a photograph-
ic record of all buildings in the area,
indexed appropriately so that the
Society could assess the architect-
ural and historic merit of all
buildings and streets.

The photographs would also
grm’ide an invaluable aid for the

ociety to implement its objectives
in building preservation, conserva-
tion and restoration, city beautifica-
tion, and town planning matters.
It is intended that the collection on
completion will be made accessible
to responsible bodies such as the
MNational Trust and the Fremantle
City Council so that greatest benefit
follows.

PROGRESS

To this end, a team of keen and
dedicated members have been
working, and after a slow start we
have now completed over half of the
survey area.

This area encompasses North
Ward, City Ward, South Ward and
the western sides of East and
Beaconsfield Wards. These have
been divided into 21 sections of
which 11 have been completely
Bgnmg raphed, 5 are inthe processof

ing photographed and only 5 have
vet to be started.

More ghutug raphers are urgently
required and any offers would be
greatly appreciated.

The usefulness of the survey has
already been recognised by those
outside of the Society. The
architectural  consultants on the
Fremantle Sub-Regional Centre
Study team, Gus Ferguson &

Associates, have requested access
to the photographic survey results
as soon as possible. Need I say more
as to the urgency of completion,

I wish to thank all those who have
helped andgﬂvenlheirtime towards
the survey thus far, and also special
thanks to the Mayor Mr. W.A.
McKenzie on behall of the Friendly
Societies for the kind donation of
film and processing.

Ralph Hoare

Survey Co-Ordinator

Queries and Workers 335 5772 after
6pm.

P.S. If anyone has any old photos of
Fremantle houses etc., we would
appreciate the donation, or we will
copy, so that we can compare the
original with the present day
facades and note whatchangeshave
taken place over the vears.

oUT IN THE NMNDAY SUN by Colin Nichol.

“Are you f[rom the Council?”
asked the curler-decorated head.
Without pausing for my explana-
tion, dropping broom and pinning
back her flapping scari, the lady of
the house grasped what she hoped
was a goldenopportunity tohave her
say over the front fence.

arlier, I had been cross-
examined by a group of genuinely
interested lads of an age when

surfing and parties might be
supposed to be their sole interest,
while later anoff-duty nursing sister
acquainted me with her thoughts on
the area.

Say what you will about the
melting pot comprising Fremantle
residents, a common and rapidly
developing characteristic is
certainly vivid interest and concern
for their community. They are
aware of the value of their unigue
residential area and anxioustoseeit
maintained

No, I was not from the Council.
Interested though I was in the
problems and ideas of the residents-
and these were relayed to a
Councillor - T was mostly pre-
occupied with the angle of sunlight
and with trespassing into private
driveways and gardens in order to
get the best ﬁhutngm h across the
road of each house in the street.

When it has been suggested by
committee members of the
Fremantle Society that I might like
to blood myself in the service of the
society by taking part in their
photographic survey, Iregardedthe

prospect of taking a representative
photograph n[everj.-sin%l& building
In a large section of the greater
Fremantle area, as a somewhat
daunting prospect.

At that stage, I had reckoned
without interested bystanders and
householders who either thought me
a Council official or would-be
burglar getting the lie of the land.
Certainly, I had not thought there
would be so many spontaneous
encounters with friendly dogs
anxious to catch my runaway hat
before 1 did or with rattled motorists
nearly catching me,

Street furniture takes on a new
dimension when you find the hest
angle for a shot of an interesting
house obscured by a no-parking
sign, while the many attractive
trees often necessitated my
climbing on top of fences to
photograph behind.

There 15 no doubt some of the
locals thought me a bit dippy; lyin
on the footpath for a gcmg
perspective and then knocking on
doors to clarify street numbers.
They should have been warned, [
thought - and so should I. Warned,
that 1s, about the sun.

Not the heat; that had got to me
already and perhaps the locals were
right afterall. But 1t moves, yousee.
Suddenly around midday, in the
middle of a run of photographs, the
sun is blazing straight into the
camera lens and youeither packitin
for the day or start a new run facing
the other way.

In the three days or so I
entertained residents of the
Solomon Street area, I took about
two hundred photos and had a
thoroughly interesting time. It was
rewarding to look at a part of
Fremantle at close quarters while
doing something worthwhile.

If you would like to join the
intrepid band, contact Ralph Hoare
on 335 5772 for maps, forms, films
and encouragement.

Any old snaps

Chances are, youdon'tbelieve you
have any old or historic photographs
in the family collection.

It'sequally likely voudon'trealise
how long it is since you had a good
rummage through the albums,
boxes, cases and tattered envelopes
hidden away around the house and
looked at them from the new
viewpoint of our rapidly developing
awareness of family and commun-
ity backgrounds.

You really could have valuable
records lying forgotten under a
couple of generationsof dust. Seenin
context with other documents and
photographs, your could help patch
together gltmf)se& of ‘missing link’
information illustrating life as lived
in Fremantle by our forebears.

A great deal of nearly-lost
information has been rescued in
recent years, resulting in a
comprehensive record of much of
the central city. Harder to find are

(Continued on Page 5)
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The Fremantle
Sub-Regional
Centre Study

After a lengthy delay the
artnership of Ralph Stanton,

lewellyn-Davies-Kinhill Planners
has been appointed to undertake the
study and Eave commenced work.

The study brief required that all
aspects of activity in Fremantle be
examined and reported on to the
four client groups: The Fremantle
City Council, the State Government,
the M.R.P.A. and the Fremantle
-Port Authority.

Hegretably and without consult-
ation, the arbitrary decision toclose
the Fremantle-Perth passenger
railway has been made, despite the
fact that a study of the railway was
an integral part of the brief.

It taken seriously, the study could
have lar-reaching effects on the
future of Fremantle, but in the light
of the sort of ad hoc decision, one has
to question seriously whether the
rovernment is really interested in
Fremantle's future at all.

Fremaut_le
Town Planning
Scheme No.3

After vearsof procrastinationand
obstruction, the Council has finally
appointed a firm of consultants, Ken
Adam & Assocs., to draw up the
much needed new planning scheme
for the City.

The existing scheme has been an
environmental disaster, resulting in
the destruction of many f[ine
buildings and the dispersal of large
numbers of residents.

Emphasis in the new scheme will
be given to the expansion of the
residential population, the pro-
tection of the city's character and
the continued developments of the

city as a thriving commercial
centre. _ :
Industrial expansion will also

agceur, but not at the expense of the
human factor. The scheme will
proceed at the same time as the
Government’s Sub-Regional Study
and a mechanism has been
developed to prevent overlap.
Work commences in March 1979
and an interim report should be
completed within six months.

¢“The Future Fremantle®”

A comprehensive discussion
document on planning for the future
of Fremantle has been published by
the Fremantle Society. The result of
work by the Society's planning
committee last year. the document
will be used as the basis of the
Society's position in the current
discussions with the two teams of
consultants undertaking the
Fremantle Sub-Regional gentrc
Study and Fremantle's Town
Planning Scheme Number Three.
Two meetings with Society
committees have already been held.

Proposals in "‘The Future
Fremantle'’ cover such aspects as
the development of two types of
conservation areas in the central
city and the residential areas.
Included here is the establishment
of alarge register of buildings which
contribute to Fremantle's charac-
ter and which should be protected
from damage, by Council by-laws.

The current photographic surve
will result in the assessment of EU-EK
buildings. It is hoped when all these
buildings are plotted on a map, that
certain streets wiiibﬂseentuﬁavea
predominance of buildings of
character. Such streets should also
be protected in the sense that new
development in those streets should
be required, within reason, to he
designed in harmony with the

existing streetscape.

A major proposal is for the
establishment by the Council of a
firm housing policy aimed at
expanding the residential popu-
lation, particularly in the inner city.
It is felt that pensioners and other
special needs groups should be
given priority.

An industrial policy has also been
developed and aims at the retention
of E:xlstm% industries that do not
create oiffence and expansion
through the establishment of a
major new industrial estate on the
site of the Fremantle Rubbish Tip. It
15 proposed that this Estate should
be developed by the Council,
primarily for the re-siting over a

riod of time, of those activities
incompatible with the proposals for
conservation areas.

The transport policy gives
emphasis to the retention of the
railway and the development of
more public transport. It is felt that
the existing freeway and road-
widening proposals are, in most
CASes, Unnecessary or excessive in
their scale.

Copies of the document are
available free of charge to members
from Gerda Fowler (335 4992),
Ralph Hoare (335 5772) and June
Boddy (335 6018) .

Why Cantonment Street?

That old and respected Fremantle

Institution, our long-venerated (Gas
& Coke Company, noted our fiftieth
%‘Ear as a city, one hundred and
iftieth as a settlement, and
incidentially, what must be
something well over a hundred
vears of its own association with the
area, with a novel first recently.

One can hardly describe a
bulldozer as surreptitious, but with
what one suspects was a [ait
accompli solution to long discuss-
ions over the future of the single
remaining Cantonment cottage, one
materialised unheralded early in
February and promptly demon-
strated not everyvone thinks the right
WAY in ‘79!

Many highly commendable
Fremantle businesses havenot been
content with shnp]%‘making money
from the people of Fremantle, they
have imaginatively contributed to
the character of the city by
restoration and upgrading of their
buildings.

Contrast this with the sudden and

tragic end to what was certainly one
of Fremantle's oldest and most
unique structures. Why Canton-
ment Street indeed - why not now,
more appropriately, Bulldozer
Street, in honour of the philosophy
that cannot see bevond destruction.

(Continued from Page 3)
family photos of everyday life in
residential areas.

Photographs so far loaned have
alsoprovided valuable reference for
the Fremantle Society Restoration
Advisory Service, verifying
authentic detail for Fremantle's
burgeoning interest in restoring
past architectural glories.

Before any more of the past is lost
to us, dig into those family archives
and bring it to the Fremantle Society
to assess the value of what you can
lend.

Contact us at PO Box 82, North
Fremantle 6159, or phone Ralph
Hoare (335 5772), Les Lauder (335
6308), Gerda Fowler (335 4992), or
June Boddy (335 6016) .
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Natural Vegetation of Fremantle

Only sixteen people turned up to a
Eath&ring. organised by Fremantle

ociety on October 1st 1978, Despite
adverse weather the activity was
very rewarding and enjoyable.

The speaker, Robert Powell, of
the WA Wildflower Society, and of
the Fremantle Council Passive
Parks Committee, gave a talk,
showed slides and conducted a field
trip to localities around Fremantle
to ﬂmkaltheremnantﬁﬂ[thenatural
vegetation.

A report from Robert Powell is
printed below.

Although little remains of
Fremantle's natural vagetation, it
iseasytoformageneral pictureofit,
because of the close relationship of
vegetation to soils.

Most of Fremantle stands on the
so-called Cottesloe soils, brown
sand over limestone, whose
characteristic vegetation is
principally forest and woodland of
tuart (Euc. Gomphocephala).
Where the soil is too shallow for
tuart, it is replaced by smaller
trees: limestone marlock (Euc.
Decipiens) or peppermint (Agonis
Flexuosa). Even shallower soils
occur on hills where the limestone
crops out; these would support
scrub and heath, rich in species and
including Fremantle mallee (Euc.
Foecunda), the only natural mallee
of the coastal plain, first recordedin
Fremantle.

Eastern Fremantle is on deeper,
yvellow ‘Karrakattta' sands. Here,
marri (Euc. Calophylla) and jarrah
(Euc. Marginata) form a mixed
woodland with tuart, and in places
Ered::-minate. Sheoak (Casuarina

raserana) and banksias are
common, mainly coast banksia (B.
Attenuata) firewood banksia (B.
Menziesii) and bull banksia (B.
Grandis) .

West of the Cottesloe, runs a strip
of white "Quindalup’ sands, narrow
in Fremantle. A community of low
plants (such as spinifex) adapted to
moving sand, occupies the mobile
dunes next to the sea. The exposed
parts of the stable dunes naturally
support heath (largely different
from that of limestone outerops)
and a dense, low forest of Hottnest
eypress {Callitris Preissii) . moonah
(Melaleuca Lanceolata) and Acacia
Rostellifera would grow behind the
first ridge of stable dunes.

Finally a narrow strip of wetland
vegetation would border the Swan
River. dominated by swamp sheoak

{Casuarina QObesa), salt-water
paperbark (Mel. Cuticularis) and
another paperbark Mel. Rhaphio-
phylla, with rushes on the water’s
edge.

REMNANTS

Only Sir Frederick Samson Park
(Karrakatta soil) retains most of its
original species - over 60. Jarrah
predominates (some tuart and
marri) with blackboys (Xanthorr-
hoea Preissii) and zamias (Macro-
zamia Riedlei). Other common
understory species include butter-
cups (Hibbertia Hypericoides),
Eint-r. myrtle (Hypocalymma

ubusta), the white heath (Leuco-

pogon Propinquus) telegraph sedge
(Mesomelaena Stygia) and various
ea-plants: yellow pea (Gompho-
obium Tomentosum), stinkwood
(Jacksonia Sternbergiana), the
climber (Hardenbergia Compton-
iana), etc.

Two limestone hills retain
remnant vegetation, although
frequent fires, clearing, etc., have
eliminated most of their species.
One is the prominent Cantonment
Hill, with 14 species: the most
conspicuous are Acacia Xanthina,
in large patches of lime-green,
cockies’ tongues (Templetonia
Retusa), with bright red flowers in
winter, and chenille honey myrtle
(Mel, Huegelii), which has white
flowers in summer. An old
photograph of the hill shows shrubs
that could be Fremantle mallee.

The other hill lies between
Clontarf Road and Newmarket
Street. [ts20ormore speciesinclude
a good population of parrot-bush
iDryandra Sessilis), popular with
honeveaters, and of limestone
marlock (neither occurs on
Cantonment Hill).

The best-developed limestone
marlocks are by Lefroy Road, in the
E‘ruunds of the South Fremantle

igh School. These specimens are

among the [inest inthe metropolitan
area.
The low forest of Rottnest cypress,
ete., has disappeared from
Fremantle, It survives on the north
end of Garden Island (unburnt [or
over 60 vears) in the Quarantine
Station and Explosives Reserve on
Woodman Point and just southofthe
caravan park at Coogee Beach.

Few tuarts remain in Fremantle
and these are unhealthy (as tuarts
now are throughout their natural

range: some ecological unbalance
has exposed them to heavy attack
from wood-boring beetles). This
magnificent species, with pale grey
bark when healthy, gave rise to the
name White Gum Valley. Ineastern
Fremantle, more marris (including
one or two fine, old specimens)
remain than jarrahs.

RESTORING FREMANTLE'S
NATURAL VEGETATION

The City of Fremantle is probably
the first metropolitan council to
make a ge nuine attempt at restorin
vegetation (planting assorted W:
species in NOT restoration).

The council’s Passive (non-
sporting) Reserves & Parks
Committee has set aside ‘model’
areas, including Cantonment Hill,
Sir Frederick Samson Park, the
Johannah Street foreshore and
various sumps, to encourage
natural regeneration and to plant
where necessary further local
species in their natural commun-
ities.

Many local species are being
propagated in the City Nursery, and
planting has begun in some sumps.

Sumps have the advantage of
being protected by fences. If they
remain unburnt, many species will
not only survive, but reproduce
freely. Sumps are not too small to be
valuable; a representative sample
of natural community can be grown
in a suburban garden.

Fremantle has a reputation for
valuing its own history and for
retaining a strong sense ol
community. The use of local flora
can not only lend the city a
distinctive appearance, but also
(since some of WA's earliest
hotanical records come from
Fremantle) provide a tangible link
with the past - a sense of tradition. In
both ways. the use of local flora
complements the preservation of
the eity's historic architecture.

Some members have formed a
group headed by Robert Powell to
gather seeds and observe natural
growth.

The nextouting is a walkalongthe
foreshore at Peppermint Grove,
north of the Devil's Elbow. It is
outstanding, not only forits scenery,
but also for its well preserved
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natural vegetation. Thisreserve has
remained unburnt for some time, so
Its specimens are outstanding for
their fully developed character.
‘We hope in April to have another
picnic outing toCoogee Beach, tosee
the remaining natural vegelation
there. A date will be given later.
Another such excursion could be
arranged for Spring ‘79,

For further information contact

Gerda Fowler on 335 4992
or

Honor Pusenjak on 384 3720

Premier’s Reply
(Continued from Page 1)

Many people who fully understand
the Government's infention, as spelt
in the Premier's statement of 16th
January, 1979, have supperted the
wisdom of allowing the railway
reserve to be included in the regional
transport reservations for the region
between Fremantle and Karrinyup.

This, of course, will give many
options of removing traffic bottle-
necks in the region, and at the same
time, minimise the necessity of
acquiring private homes for
transport reservations.

The Government’s objective of
directing heavy haulage iraffic
inland away from the beachfront has
been strongly supporied from many
quarters.

Although the Governmenti regreti-
ed the necessity of terminating the
rail passenger service, when it was
made aware of the lack of
opportunity to increase the
patronage of the service and of the
magniiude of the capital and
maintenance funds required fto
maintain and update the rail service,
it was left with little choice.

Notwithstanding this, the option
will still remain within the present
railway reserve, to insfituie a rail
service somelimein the future should
it be required. However, it could be
that a svstem differeni from the
conventional rail system might be
found to be more appropriate in the
future.

In addition, it should be noted -and
this appears to have been forgotien -
that rail services will be upgraded in
those corridors, Perth-Midland and
Perth-Armadale, where consider-
able population growth is expected
and a rapid transit facility will be
provided in the North West corridor
as required. This couldwellbe a “rail”
facility in some vears fo come and
provision has been made accard-
ingly.

Another major factor influencing
the Government's decision was the

A glimpse of our
leisurely yester-
days: the lady is
sitting on the
halcony of the
Australia Hotel.
The Princess May »
Building is easily &
recognisable in
the background.

spiralling wurban public transpori
subsidy which this vear will
approach $29 million, or 45cents for
every ssenger expecied to b e
carried. It has toberememberedithat
this deficit is funded by the general
taxpayer. The Perth-Fremantleline's
share of this subsidy, 9.4% or $2.7
million, is proportionately much
higher than the passenger traffic
which only amounted to 3.9%.

The Government has ouver the
vears deliberately kept fares down
below corresponding increases in
the consumer price index and
average weekly earnings, by
increasing the subsidy, but if steps
are not taken to reduce the rate at
which the subsidy isincreasing, there
will be no option but to severely
increase public transport fare levels.

In trying to avoid very large fare
increases the decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle rathvay service is
hel gul' in that the immediate effect
will be to reduce the deficit onthe line
from $2.7 million to $2.0 million. If a
decision had been made to retain the
railway this would have required the
purchase of 10 additional railcars for
replacement purposes at a cost of
$£5.5 million and result in the subsidy
increasing to £3.4 million. Thus the
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nei effect of this decision is a
reduction of %1.4 million in the
subsidy. Other substantial savings,
estimated at abour $600,000 per
annum will result from the transfer of
rollingstock to the Perth-Armadale
and Perth-Midland lines.

You can be assured that adequate
public transport facilities will be
available after the cessation of the
present rail services in September.
The frequency of the new Perth-
Fremantle bus service will be grearter

than the present rail service. The
route and timetable details will be
announced shorily.

li is true to say that rail passenger
services have some appealing
features but these are outweighed by
the verv considerable disadvantages
of continuing the Perth-Fremanile
rail passenger service.

It is hoped that the foregoing
information will lead yvou foe an
undersianding that the Govern-
ments decision in this matier is a
responsible one and is a positive step
in providing an efficient metropolitan
public passenger transport system.

Yours sincerely,

D.H. O’'Neil
DEPUTY PREMIER
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President’s Report 1978 - Les Lauder

uver the last six years the Society
and indeed Fremantle has seen a

eriod of crises, struggles,
rustrations and achievements. The
achievements have been many but
the most significant has been the
extra-ordinary change in public
attitude towards Fremantle and the
new level of awareness of how
impaortant this special place is.

1978 had its share of problems.
Among these were the threats tothe
Round House and the Arts Centre.
These highlighted the lack of the
long promised heritage legislation.
We enter our 150th anniversary with
still no effective mechanism to
preserve and maintainourheritage.

Another matter of concern has
been the over-ruling by the Minister
for Local Government of a number
of Council decisions.

Despite the upsurge in restora-
tion, a number of houses have been
demolished or mutilated throughout
the year. Three significant
buildings are presently under
threat, the cottage in Cantonment
Street and a warehouse and house
owned by the RSL in Bannister
Street.

The need for the completion of the
Society’'s photographic survey and
the assessment of presently unlisted
buildings has become urgent.

Among positive developments in
1978 was the completion of more
work at 70 Hampton Road and the
resolution by the committee to sell
the property in 1979 and acquire a
suitable headguarters. The State
Housing Commission has comm-
enced the re-development, after
detailed consultation with the
Council, of Davis Park as well as a
new regional “headquarters .in
centralFremantle.

The new Fremantle Art Gallervin
Pioneer Square hasbeenopened and

Annual General
Meeting 1978

The A.G. M. was held on the 6th of
December at the Harbour Theatre.
A new committee (see page one)
was duly elected. Reports were
received from the incoming and
outgoing presidents (see below) and
the treasurer (available on
request). An excellent film on
conservation and heritage pro-
blems in Europe entitled “eruopa
Nostra” was shown and supper
served.

adds to the growing diversity of
cultural activity in Fremantle.

The new Marina in South
Fremantle developed rapidly
during the year and should be
opened on schedule in 1979,

Two new committee established
by the Council, the Townscape
Advisory Committee and the Urban
Renewal Committee met many
times during the year auguring well
for the future.

A majoreffort hasbeenthe partial
completion of the photographic
survey with over 1,000 buildings
photographed so far.

1978 has seen several decisions
made that will have far reaching
consequences for the future of
Fremantle.

Ralph Stanton, Llewellyn-Davis-
Kinhill planners have been
appointed to undertake the
Fremantle Sub-Regional Centre
Study on behalf of four clients, the
State Government, MRPA, Port
Authority and Fremantle City
Council. This study, hopefully, wiirl
influence Government policy
towards Fremantle.

Of perhaps more direct import-
ance has been the decision by the
Council to proceed with its own new
planning scheme at the same time
as the Sub-Regional Study. It is
hoped that both studies will have
similar findings,

Another important Council
decision was to proceed with the
appointment of a Development
Officer to promote and co-ordinate
new development in the city.,

The Council elections in 1978 saw
the unfortunate defeat of Gerry
MacGill, however congratulations
are due to Andrew Bain, East Ward
and Clarrie (zlossop of City on their
electinn

1979°s elections are especially

important as 5 of the 8 Society
members on Council are up for re-
election.

Our publications side was very
disappointing in 1978 with only one
newsletter eventuating and none of
the other planned special publica-
tions. Hopefully, there will be more
activity here in 1979,

The restoration advisory service
was well used during the year and a
Inumb::rﬂfsuciellamwit'tesweruuisn
1weld.

The photographic survey is well
advanced and special thanks are
due to Ralph Hoare who has
organised it and to the Mayor, Bill
McKenzie who through the Friendly
:??nielies has donated 100 rolls of
ilm.

Perhaps the most important
activity of the year has been the
production of the planning dis-
cussion document "“The Future
Fremantle”. This sets out Society
policy on all planning issues for
discussion especially with the two
groups of planning constultants
appointed to study the city, Copies
are available to members free of
charge.

Our major work in the near future
will be to have the ideas in the
document accepted and imple-
mented. I hope also that work can
start on our headquarters and that
more involvement of members
generally in all activities can occur.

In closing, my final report as
President, I would like to thank
everyone whohashelped the Society
during the past six years. A large
number of Society members have
contributed in many different ways
to the well being of Fremantle and
the fact that the city is the way itis
now is largely due to their efforts.

LES LAUDER

NEW PRESIDENT'S
‘78 REPORT

I would like to thank yvou all for
election as President of the Society
and look forward to a year of full
participation of members.

I feel we must go forward and
build on the important work thathas
already been done,

Lots of people have contributed
greatly over a long time but with

l.Les Lauder's retirement as
Foundation President I must now
pay tribute to his vision and
dedication and the many coura-
geous stands he has had to make in
this time.

During his period as President he

(Continued on Page 9)
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Suggested
79 activities

1. House Inspections

2. Guided Walks

3. Talkson Fremantle History

4. Formation of group for local
historical recordings and research.
5. Displays of historical interest:
old photos, china, bric-a-brac, etc.
6. Instructions in matters of house
restoration eg., fireplaces, hand-
crafts eg., lampshades.

7. Natural Vegetation Field Trips
8. Progressive Dinner

9. Wool Shed Dance

10. Quiz Night

11. Kebab Feast

12. Wine Cheese & Poets

13. Film Evenings

14. End of vear Party

15. Places of interest on the sea [ront
and a launch trip.

16.Sea-Shanties and Ships

17. Any further suggestions?

Circular
to Members

We are again appealing tomembers
for an expression of interest, more
help, and more involvement in our
activities programme for the year
‘79, A loose sheet guestionnaire 1s
enclosed.

Would you like to see the listed
activities included in the pro-
gramme? Can you offer to organise
one or more of the activities? Can
you help with the work attached to
urg_zmi;:in§ one or more of these
activities®

Restoration
Advisory

Service

The Society maintains an
advisory service, free to members,
on most problems involved in
restoration of buildings in Fre-
mantle. A list of tradesmen is also
maintained although we would like
to hear of any skilled tradesmen
suitable for inclusion on the list.

For information on tradesmen.
ring Tony Connor on 339 2632 and for

eneral advice Tony Connor or Les

auder on 335 6308

President’s
Report

(Continued from previous Page)

has been an initiator. helped many
ﬁEUPEE with problemsof restoration,
ad wide contact withthe media and
among other things has been very
involved with planning issues. Many
of you will recall his association wit
the well received study called,
“Ideas for a City: Fremantle®'.

Also during this time, Les was
State Representative on the
National Heritage Committee and
was instrumental in having large
amounts of money directed to this
State and particularly Fremantle,

Inaddition he has gained valuable
insight into the running of the city in
his capacity as a Councillor. Since
being on Council he has continually
pushed, often against considerable
opposition, for preservation and
development of those things which
this Society considers worthwhile.

In all these fields Les has made

ositive and significant contri-

utions. I am sure you will agree
that we are fortunatein being ableto
count on having the benefit of his
knowledge and experience within
our committee structure.

However, while much has been
accomplished there are still many
problems....demolition, high rise
and freeways, for example,
continue to be an ever present
threat. We must also be mindful that
much more needs to be done in
relation to open space and the
beautification of our city.

The need for further legislation to
protect our heritage remains.
Because of these issues and many
others, 1 feel convinced that the
Fremantle Society needs to be
continually vigilant and active
partlf:plarlf as every change in
Council following city elections can
endanger many of the objectives we
believe in.

We have a new year ahead in
which I hope we will exchange ideas
freely across the board and work
happily together.

Fremantle

Council
Elections:
A Crucial

Matter!

If we are to maintain the aims of
the Society; if Fremantle is to grow
in the patiern already started; it is
important that we all work to have
the Fremantle Society members,
who are putting up for the local
election in May, elecied!

We need vour generous support
and help in this matter.

Membership
Renewals

All memberships (except those
tor people joining in the two-month
period prior to December 1978) are
due for renewal.

The necessary form is enclosed.

Pleasenote that there has notbeen
anincrease in fees,

Whatis Fre-info?

Do vou need to hire a hall, or find
help for a hyperactive child? Are
you trying to locate a day care
centre, a place to donate blood, or a
club that caters for your particular
hobby?

Fre-info can answer these and
hundreds of other questions.

Fre-info, a community informa-

tion service based at the Fremantle
City Library, opened on February
1st. We have over 700 organisations
on file, and the list is growing.

Tocontact Fre-inforing 3357652 or
call into the Library at the corner of
William and Newman Streets,
weekdays between 10am and8pm or
saturday mornings.
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President’s Interim Report 1979

Since the Annual General Meeting
the Committee and Sub-Commi-
tees have been very busy. In
addition to ordinary meetings there
have been special meetings.
Discussions were held with the Sub-
Regional Study consultants on the
Society's planning document *“The
Future Fremantle''. This document
calls for major planning changes to
ensure the revival of Fremantle asa
residential and commercial area
without resortingtohighrise andthe
preservation of conservation areas.

While prﬂpnsing a positive
programme of development
allowing for a compatible mix of
uses, an innovative proposal for the
establishment of a new industrial
estate on the site of the South
Fremantle tip is suggested to allow
re-establishment of certain
industry which is not compatible
with the concept of a revitalised
historic city. The document raises
other issues and any member
wishing to have a copy should ring
me or the Secretary.

We have some good news!

It is wonderful that the City
Council has received a Federal
Government grant to restore the
tunnel under the Round House. This
tunnel will link High Street and the
ocean behind Arthurs Head and the
grant will enable work to start soon.

The media seem to be showing
increased interest in the Fremantle
heritage. In February, the
Fremantle Society received two
invitations to discuss conservation
issues on radio and television.

The Fremantle Gazette published
two excellent articles on the Perth-
Fremantle rail issue and the
demolition of the Cantonment Street
cottage.

This brings me to the bad news.

There are four matters of major
concern to us,

1. The demolition of the historic
Cantonment Street cottage by the
owners, The Fremantle Gas
Company ostensibly for a car pa rk
despite efforts of the City Council

over several years to persuade the

Company to preserve it.

2. The R.S.L.. propose to pull down
what is probably the last remaining
two-storey Georgian town house in
WA for a car park in Bannister
Street. The City Council has offered
architectural advice on restoration
and is still endeavouring to
persuade the R.S.L. against
demolition.

These incidents highlight the need
for effective heritage legislation.
3. Thereisincreasing disquiet about
the possibility of the Fremantle
Hospital expanding further.
4. The Government proposaltoclose
the Perth-Fremantle passengerrail
service. The Society held a special
committee meeting and decided to
support moves to have the
passenger rail service retlained.
Letters were sent to the Premier,
the Minister for Transport, the West
Australian newspaper and the
Fremantle Gazette. In addition, an
invitation tohaveSociety represent-
ation on the Campaign Committee
was accepted and committee
members have been helping with
the distribution of petition forms.

Planning
Committee

Report

Our major work in 1978 has been
the preparation of “The Future
Fremantle'’ and the photographic
survey, both of which will be very
valuable in the planning and
preservation policies expected to be
established in 1979,

This vear is likely to be taken up
primarily with allemptin% to have
the planning accepted. When the
photographic survey is complete a
great deal of time will be spent on
assessing the particular buildings
and undoubtedly many more

Fremantle buildings will be listed
by the National Trust as a result.
The survey will be extremely
valuable if the Council register of
buildings proposed by the Society is
established.

The Society committee has
already had two meetings with the
Sub-Regional consultants, and
many othermembers have attended
the meetings called at the Twon Hall
and in North Fremantle. Further
meetings are proposed.

If any member wishes to join the
Planning Committee please contact
the convenor, Les Lauder on 335
6308,

Activities

The last activity of the Fremantle
Society for 1978 was a Market Stall
held on December 15 and 16.

Helpers were, Eileen Mayes,
Yvonne Townes, Fiona Mayes,
Shirley Suckling, Noeline Jackson,
Honor Fusenjak, Joan Brodsgaard,
Libby Lloyd, Ed Townes, Bill
Anthony.

Approximately $170 was taken.
Best sellers were clean clothes,
picture frames, pot plants, and bric-
a-brac.

We hope to have one or more stalls
at the market this vear. Goods can
be delivered at any time to 9
Bateman Sireel andle NairnStreet.

A full year's programme of
activities will be drawn up when the
results of the enclosed questionaire
are received.

Gerda Fowler 335 4992

i'nbllnaﬁnns Sub-Committee
Interim Report

The publications sub-committee
has met several times since the
A.G.M., and hasresolvedto produce
the Newsletter on a regular, 3month
basis, commencing with this issue,
to be followed in May, August and
November. .

One future item which, it is hoped,
will commence with the next issue,
will be aregularseriesof featureson
specialist craftsmen involved in
various [acets of restoration of old
buildings. Asthesewillbeofinterest
to most members any suggestions
for snitable ‘candidates’ will be
most welcome.

In addition, we hope to include as
much photographic content as
possible in future issues, so any old
photographs of Fremantle, whether
donated or on loan, would be
welcome (see also the article on
page3).

As we are endeavouring to
produce a varied and interesting
Newsletter on a regular basis, we
would also like to encourage
members to submit articles for
inclusion in future issues.

Andrew Crabtree
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THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY

invites you to an evening of
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Poetryand Plusic

with refreshments.

Well known local poets will be
reading their own work.
These will include:

FAYE ZWICKY  ANDREW BURKE
PHIL COLLIER

Please bring your own cushion
if you enjoy sitting on the floor.
(There will be chairs available).

DATE : Sunday 1st April
TIME : 7.30 p.m.

PLACE Church Hall in Baker Street,
Beaconsfield

PRICE $2.50 each

PLEASE NOTE : There is ample parking space available in the Shell Garage,
nearby in Hampton Road as parking in Baker Street is impossible.




