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THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY
INVITES YOU TO AN

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS

BY JOAN BRODSGAARD
TO BE OFFICIALLY OPENED BY

Neville Teede
15th May 1980 at 8.00pm
at the
COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTRE
The Exhibition will be open until May 21st




PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR 1979

Despite the pressures of the year
the society has survived. A strong
and energetic committee backed by
generous  assistance of  sub-
committees and support of
members has placed the society in
a postion of strength ready to
tackle the New Year without
hesitation.

This year council elections saw
the mtroduction of an endorsed
political party candidate. For the.
first time the independence of the
society was threatened and its
non-political party platform chal-
lenged. The difficult council elec-
tion campaign demonstrated our
integrity and determination to
remain  an independent body.
staunch support during the most
trying time was heartening and
much appreciated.

The society’s utter involvement
in the life of Fremantle has
impressed itself on a wider
community and nvolved us In
many related activities. During the
year we have been in consultation
with the sub-regional consultants,
new town planning scheme con-
sultants, National Trust, Heritage
Commission and other diverse
organisations within and outside
this state. The society’s planning
document ‘‘The Future Fre-
mantle’” has been used widely as a
basis for discussion. The opinion
and advice of the society has been

sought by a wide spectrum of the

community.

Media coverage has been ex-
cellent. The media has frequently
approached us. The society’s views
on civic and conservation issues
have been put in television and
radio interviews and informative
articles have appeared in the
MNational Weekend Australian, The
Sunday Independent, The Daily
MNews, The West Australian and in
our local Fremantle Gazette.

The Society's aims and objects
have been advertised in the Fre-
mantle Community Directory de-
livered to all households in Fre-
mantle and East Fremantle.

We have spoken out on the
closure of the Perth-Fremantle
Passenger Rail Service,
with petitions and appointed a

helped *

Jepresentative to F.O.R., initially
Andrew Crabtree - currently
Honor Pusenjak and Ed Towns.
Al every opportunity the need for
state heritage legislation has been
emphasised,

As the Local Govt.. Representa-
tive on the Council of The
National Trust 1 had the opportu-
nity of meeting Mr. Findlay
McQuarrie, Deputy-Director of
The Scottish MNational Trust and
Mr. David Yencken, Chairman of
the Australian Heritage Commis-
ston. Both men were impressed
with the historic areas of Fre-
mantle and wished the society
further success in its battles and
endeavours.

T'he Society House, 70 Hampton
Road was auctioned on Sunday,
2nd December, subject to a
condition relating to R.O.W. Final
settlement is pending subject to
conditions relating to the R.O.W.
being fulfilled. To Ron Green and
his  housing sub-committee |
extend a great deal of gratitude for
all the work carried out over a very
long term.

The photographic survey which
15 almost complete has now been
presented to The National Trust
Built Environment Committee.
The organisation and scope of this
survey has been highly commended
and will result in the classification
of many buildings. Among other
uses it is planned to present as a
basis for a city council register. |
would like to thank all participants
particularly Carl Payne for
stepping into the convenorship in
absence of Ralph Hoare and Les
Lauder.

The activities committee this y
¢ar has made special effort to
involve the community as well as
the total membership in a diverse
range of interesting events. Gerda
Fowler aided by willing effort has
toiled unceasingly and successfully
to increase social participation
within the membership and with
other organisations.

kKathy Power has revived oral
history and generated a lot of
interest. She has been surrounded
by an enthusiastic group who are
very keen to welcome others.
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Ken Brodie consented to act as
curator of our historic photo-
graphic collection and with Char-
lotte Brodie’s help has compiled an
up (o date catalogue.

During the year | have been
most appreciative of Alice Smith’s
help with guided walks.

Three issues of **Fremantle”
were published this vear. Andrew
Crabtree aided by a hard working
group introduced variations in
format and gave a lot of thought to
stimulating interest and keeping
members informed. Considerable
time and effort was expended by
Brian and Alyson Jeffries in
reviewing and revising membership
records.

During the year there has been a
flow of new members which
unfortunately has been negated to
some extent by unfinancial
members. It seems that new ideas
for membership drives need to be
considered every year.

The Restoration and Advisory
Service has been used widely and
advice has beer given generously
by Tony Connor, Wayne Jacks
and Les Lauder. As a New
President in a stressful, busy but
rewarding year 1 have been im-
pressed by the extent of sustained
voluntary effort. I wish to thank
Peter Lalor for acting as our
Honorary Legal Adviser and am
extremely grateful to my col-
leagues on the committees for all
their work and continuing support.

Particia Charlton’s assiduous
work as Treasurer was deeply
appreciated.

|1 wish to thank all members for
all that they have done to help in so
many ways including storing,
collating,  folding, painting,
cleaning, moving trestles and
furniture, the preparation and
serving of food, management of
stalls and the many hours spent
with election cards and visiting etc.
on election day.

Thank you all very much indeed.

June Boddy
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The Parry Street Option: Affecting Future Fremantle

The idea for an inner-city by-pass
was first proposed many years ago
by the Fremantle City Council.

The Society's view was stated in
its planning document *“‘Future
Fremantle', published in Novem-
ber, 1978. It states: The Parry
Street By-Pass has certain appar-
ent advantages as, for example,

Option [ is a pne-way system,
which proposes the extension of
Queen Street to Elder Place,
Newman Street to South Terrace
and links High Street with Hender-
son Street. Land acquisition costs
are high.

Option 2 is a two-way system
which directs traffic from an
extended Newman Street, across
South Terrace into Collie Street.
The consultants’ recognition of
“capacity problems in Collie
Street’’ shows this option as being
unrealistic.

providing an inner city ring
road system linking through to the
West End and Phillimore Sireet.
However it would appear to

provide a barrier to the Gaol and
other areas. The proposal needs to
be seriously re-examined and is
seen as a last resort strategy.

The issue has been given new
impetus by the publication in
October, 1979, of the Fremantle
Sub-Regional Centre Study, pre-
pared by Ralph Stanton Planners
in association with Kinhill Plan-
ning Pty Ltd. The report details
four options for a revised central
area road system.

DESIRABLE —
RELSCATION

RE-ALIGN

ROAD RESERVE
WITH ACCESS TO
POLICE DEPT.



The Parry Street
Option: Affecting
Future Fremantle

Option 3 moves the north-south
two-way system east to Henderson
Street and proposes a direct link to
Essex Street. One wonders about
the future of the Freemasons Hotel
on the corner of South Terrace and
Henderson Street.

Option 4 is in fact three options
all involving the Parry Street
by-pass. These are discussed in
more detail later.

Parry Street Letters

We present three responses to
the Parry Street by-pass proposal.
The first two were contained in
letters to the Editor. The third is
the view of the Society.

Dear Sir,

““At the public meeting held in
Fremantle on 15 November, 1979,
I made some comments about the
Parry Street By-pass. 1 would like
to repeat and amplify some of
these.

““The Interim Report puts for-
ward four options for an inner-city
by-pass. In fact, the postscript to
that document clearly proposes the
Parry Street option, as did the
planners’ comments at the public

meeting. The ambiguity sur-
rounding this important issue is
unfortunate. No useful statistics
are presented to demonstrate the
need for an inner ring road.

““As a resident of Fremantle, it is
my observation that traffic in the
“‘core area' is rarely jammed.

1

Congestion occurs at specific times
and relates to the markets and
football at Fremantle oval. The
observation has to be made that
such congestion as occurs in the
central area occurs because vehicle
users wish to be in the core. In
fact, vehicles wishing to skirt the
core have a number of routes
available: the Ord/Hampton Road
route; the Beach Street/Phillimore
Street route; and even the Canton-
ment/Market Street/South Ter-
race route.



“The report itself noted: ‘It is
unlikely rhat significant numbers
af through journeys travel via the
core because there are better
alternatives.' This being the case,,
what is the justification for the
inner ring road? As was made clear
at the public meeting, small
business proprietors view any
proposed by-pass as a threat to
their commercial interest. Their
viability seems to be pretty pre-
carious, increasingly under threat
as it is from surburban shopping
complexes. It would be a pity to
prejudice that wviability even
further by altering traffic patterns
away from already declining areas.
I would add that it would be
unwise to plan on the basis of
present vehicular patterns. Fuel
pricing policy 15 already causing
changes in car size and usage. It
may be that town planners now
have a moral duty to discourage as
far as 1s reasonable the use of cars
in the towns they plan. That may
be arguable, but the obverse is
certainly not: planners have a clear
duty not to increase the volume of
vehicular usage.

““The special responsibility that
falls on planners who tackle
Fremantle should -once again be
stated; namely, to avoid as far as
possible destroying any of the

city's historical environment. All

four options involve some
resumption and demolition.
“The Parry Street by-pass

should be more honestly described
as the Parry/Norfolk Streets By-
pass. It was envisaged by the
planners at the public meeting that
the greater part of southbound
traffic through Parry Street would
continue across South Terrace into
Norfolk Streét, and then into
Marine Terrace.

**Norfolk Street is being rehabi-
litated from a decayed inner city
street with mixed uses, into a
predominantly residential one. The
by-pass proposal ignores this
change.

“1 moved to Fremantle to take
an active part in the preservation
of our historical and architectural
heritage; and to enjoy the
amenities of inner-city living.

l:“rcnlmn[le is an enjoyable place to
live in, although not without some
shortcomings. Town planners in
Australia have, altogether, a fairly
poor record; rarely do they make
conditions positively better. All I
ask of a town planner is that he not
make living conditions actually
worse for the inhabitants of the
city he plans."

Anthony Rutherford
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Parry Street
We need vou

The Editor,

Dear Sir,

As a resident and worker in
Fremantle | would like to comment
on the controversial proposed
Parry Street by-pass. 1 believe the
By-pass should be constructed. lts
benefits to Fremantle would out-
weigh its disadvantages.

There has been talk for many
years of establishing a large
pedestrian precinet centred around
Kings Square. The by-pass would
allow the closure of all streets
fronting onto the Sguare. Without
the by-pass their closure would put
impossible. strains on Henderson
street, which should be closed or
macde one-way. At the moment, it

is «ifficult to get into South
Terrace without using Market
Street. The whole idea of the

by-pass would be to give better
access to the West End. 1 don’t
visualise a big road. The by-pass
would be only a minor inner city
loop. No widening of Norfolk
Street would be necessary.
Name-withheld by request

PARRY STREET OPTION: THE VIEW OF THE SOCIETY

The Society’'s Planning Sub-
Committee has closely examined
the proposals contained in the
Fremantle Sub-Regional Centre
Report. Concerning traffic flow in
the city centre and the Parry Street
by-pass in particular, the sub-
committee had this to say:

While not in the terms of the
planners brief, the Eastern by-pass
has important implications for
Fremantle traffic patterns. It
should be implemented, but in a
considerably scaled down form.

The central road system propo-
sals have been studied. Options |
and 2 are unrealistic for many
reasons and are out of the
question. Option 3 is better. It
allows the closure of streets to
three sides of King's Square.

Incorporation with the Arthur
Head loop would be easy. As well,
traffic is directed past the Hen-
derson Street carpark. Option 3 is
the cheapest of all options. How-
ever, there are disadvantages.
Henderson Street is narrow and
would be busy. King's Square
would remain separated from the
shops on the Morth-eastern side.
The Henderson Street connection
with Essex would need to be
designed so as to conserve the
Freemasons Hotel.

As mentioned previously, the
report shows three Parry Street
options. Option 4A demolishes
important houses in Parry and
Holdsworth Streets. For this rea-
son alone, it cannot be considered.
Option 4C proposes to tunnel

underneath Fremantle Oval -
surely not a serious plan. Option
4B is the only plan to stand closer
scrutiny. However it demolishes
the cottage next to the Markets and
would cut across the farmers
Market behind the Main Market
building. The area between Fre-
mantle Oval Grandstand and the
Markets has enormous potential
for passive recreation develop-
ment, and as an extension of the
Markets themselves. Options 4A
and 4B claim this land.

Both also create a visually poor
gradient between Parry Street and
Fairbairn Street. Nothing is said
about the intersection with Fair-
bairn Street, an important feeder
from Hampton Road. Would it be
closed? If not, it would certainly



require traffic lights complicated
by the angle of intersection and the
steep approach from Parry Street.

We favour the early temporary
closure of the four streets ad-
joining King's Square. Traffic
reaction can then be observed.
Such a policy is quick and
inexpensive. We believe that most
inner city traffic is there because it
wants to be. New traffic patterns
on remaining roads would quickly
emerge. Certainly nothing irrever-
sible should be contemplated until
much more information is
collected. ;

There is little controversial in the
Interim Report, though some time
was spent wading through the
jargon. Much untortunately is
vague, though we expect a sharper
focus and more detail in the final
report. More detaill does not, of
course, mean more words. How
wonderful if the final report was a
concise clear document of say,
twenty pages!

Postscripi

The proposal to locaie new
office development amongst resi-
dences is disturbing. The three
examples mentioned; viz. Ned-
lands, Subiaco and South Perth,
are unconvincing. No mentioned is
made of the disastrous situation in
West Perth., New office develop-
ment should occur in the central
city area and along Queen Victoria
Street.

The Planning Sub-Committee
looks forward with interest to the
release of the new Town Planning
Scheme currently being prepared
by Ken Adam and Associates,
Town Planners.

Speak-Up!

The oral history sub-committee is
interested in collecting more names
from long term Fremantle resi-
dents who are willing to record
their recollections of their
memories of Fremantle.

If any member knows anyone
who might be willing, would they
please contact Ken Jackson on 339
1502,

We meet each month. If
interested in coming along please
ring Kathy Power on 335 7551.

Kathy Power

Shopping Arcade
Lost in Time

I was delighted to hear of a small
shopping arcade being established
in the West End of Fremantle. The
growth of services In inner-city
Fremantle must match the trend

towards inner-city housing. My joy-

was dimmed somewhat when |
noticed the approach of the
architects. Modern turned timber
columns supporting a bullnosed
iron roof make up the verandah to
the new row of shops. The
columns themselves belong to no
historical perniod.

South of the carpark, a stone
building believed to be pre-convict
has been treated with a heavy
hand. lis facade to Nairn Street
has been obliterated. The original
proportions are gone. Its original
faded ochre wash has been blan-
keted by dull, cream paint.

The Fremantle Gazerte in fact
described the groups of shops as a
restoration. Since it is, in large
part, a new building, how can this
be so? And as the verandah and
associated shops is a new building,
why should it attempt to appear as
19th Century? The layout is
sensible. A row of shops facing
onto a covered verandah is right
for our climate. It could have been
a simple verandah with a roof
pitched onto square timber co-
lumns. Instead it is a fake and
simply de-values authentic
restoration.

Overhaul of
Constitution

At the Annual General Meeting of
the Society, a special sub-commit-
tee of four, viz; Bob Fravne, Brian
Jeffries, Andrew Crabtree and
David Parker, was appointed to
overhaul the Society's Constitu-
tion. Members who wish to make a
submission should contact either
Bob on 330 1897 or Brian on 335
4202 to arrange for a copy of the
current constitution to be made
available. Members are reminded

Page 7

that such submissions will not be
altered by the sub-commitiee with-
out the permission of the authors,
but will be put before a Special
General Meeting to be called in
June 1980 for the sole purpose of
receiving all submissions con-
cerning the constitution. To enable
the co-ordination of work to be
comleted prnior to June, sub-
missions should be delivered to the
sub-commitiee before the end of
March, 1980.

AGM

The Annual General Meeting
was held on 5/12/79 at the
Community Education Centre.

Colin Nichol kindly acted as
Chairman in place of Baden Pratt
who had been unexpectedly
delayed.

The President welcomed our
patron, Sir Paul Hasluck and
members. Reports were received
from the President, Treasurer and
Convenors of sub-committees.,

A new committee was elected
comprising:

President: June Boddy Ph: 335
6016,

"Yice President: Richard Brouwer,

Ph: 335 4407.

Treasurer: Patricia Charlton. Ph:
335 6680,

Commitiee Members: Andrew
Crabtree, Ralph Hoare, Alison H.
Jeftries, Brian Jeffries, Will Kar-
mehita, Les Lauder, Joy Lynas,
Carl Payne, June Philips, Honor
Pusenjak, Ed Townes and Baden
Pratt.



Merry-Go-
Roundhouse

To the Editor:

Dear Sir,

In 1979, the Royal Historical
Society took the initiative 1o
re-open the Round House. Under
an arrangement with Fremantle
Port Authority, the building has
since been open to the public on
Saturdays and Sundays. That such
a significant building was allowed
to be closed during the much-
vaunted sesguicentenary vyear 15
deplorable. That the Historical
Society should tdke the lead and
take positive steps to re-open the
building for public enjoyment 1s an
embarrassment to this member of
the Fremantle Society. Perhaps we
can help by offering our services as
hosts some time during these
opening times?

B. Jeffries

Presidents Reply

During discussions with Fremantle
City Council, they were informed
by the Fremantle Society that its
members would be able to organise
the part-time opening of the
Roundhouse. However, at this
time, the Society was campaigning
strongly for State  Heritage
Legislation.

The State Government was
unreceptive. When the Fremantle
Port Authority closed the Round-
house because it could not afford
the costs of keeping it open, they
refused to step in, and the building
remained closed.

The Society approached the
Government for assistance in this
regard. Again their reply was
negative.

For the Society to step in and
open the Roundhouse would have
been contrary to its strong belief
that Governmenis and not ne-
cessarily small voluntary organi-
sations should take responsibility
for important historic buildings.

The fact is that Fremantle is a
nationally important  historic
town. This is realised by its recent
declaration as a conservation area.
How can 10,000 ratepayers sup-
port all its historic buildings?
There must be strong Government
assistance.

The need remains for the State
Government Lo set up protective
measures for historic buildings and
to take the lead for private
building owners.

I would also mention that Dr.
Lilburpe, of the Royal W.A.
Historical Society, addressed the
Fremantle Society Committee on
1411779, concerning a joint
manning of the Roundhouse. Since
then a number of members have
done this,

The Historical Society would
always be pleased to hear from
members willing to take on a 2
hour ‘duty during Saturday or
Sunday.

June Boddy

Fremantle

Conservation Area

Wednesday 27th February was
significant for Fremantle. The
West Australian on that day
published nominations by the
MNational Trust of Australia (WA)
of locations submitted to The
Australian Heritage Commission
for entry in the Reégister of the
Narional Estate. This register was
proclaimed under the terms of the
Australian Heritage Commission

Act 1975, The submission 1s
reprinted below:
FREMANTLE CITY

Fremantle West End Conservation
Area: Commencing at the south-
east corner of the intersection of
Norfolk Street and Marine
Terrace, along the south edge of
Norfolk Street and its extension to
include the Fremantle Oval Grand-
stand, then along the line of the
stone wall on the south side of
Fairbairn Street to Fothergill
{John) Street, then via the south
boundary of that street to Belle-
view Terrace (Higham Street), then
north along Belleview Terrace and
its line to the rear of properties
facing Knutsford (Hill) Street,
thence to the latter Street to
include all properties facing
Hampton Road, then westward
along Knutsford Street to the rear
boundaries of properties on the
western side of Stirling Street, then
north to exclude those properties
to Holdsworth (Doonan) Street,
then north-east and north along
Stirling Street, then west along the
rear boundaries of properties
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facing Holdsworth Street to Parry
Street, then via Parry, Holds-
worth, Queen, Henderson, Wil-
liam, Newman, Queen and Ade-
laide Streets to the north-east
boundary of the Woolworths
Building, then north-west along
that boundary and its line to
Cantonment Street, then north-
west along the Wesley Church on
the north-east and the line of that
boundary to Bay Street, then
directly to include the whole of
Fremantle Railway Station, then
south-west along the railway line
to Arthurs Head, then along the
base of the western extremity of
the chiff on Arthurs Head, then
south to include the Harbour and
Light boatshed, then east to the
point of commencement.

It is wvery encouraging to see
recognition of Fremantle by a
Federal body. This now needs
complementary State legislation to
give the Fremantle City Council
the power to enforce the sort of
planning measures necessary in a
conservation area.

a) The retention of all existing
buildings of merit;

b) Strict controls preventing des-
truction or damage to existing
buildings;

¢) Higher standards of new, com-
plementary development.

We expect that as a result of the
photographic survey, not only will
many houses of interest and
importance be identified, but
particular sites and perhaps entire
streets in the residential part of the
city will be identified and included

We urge the extension of the
area south to take in Gold Street:
north-east to include significant
two-storey housing in Ord Street;
east to take in buildings in
Solomon Street, and north to
include Barnett Street.

Concerted State and Common-
wealth action is now necessary to
assist in the setting up of the
conservation area. The Fremantle
Society looks forward to the day
when such areas will be well
received and indeed expected. Such
overseas examples as New Orleans
and the Marais district in Paris
should give us hope.

The Society is interested in
hearing the views of its members.
Please write to the Society or
phone the President, June Boddy

on 335-6016.



LANDSCAPING & VEGETATION IN

FREMANTLE

In the newsletter of March, 1979,
Robert Powell, of the W.A.
Wildflower Society reported on the
natural vegetation of Fremantle.

Fremantle's houses are rapidly
changing hands. That means that
s0 too are Fremantle gardens. New
planting 1s constantly occurring,
even though we're experiencing
what is by now a four-year
drought. For this reason we once
again look at landscaping and
vegetation in Fremantle. This time,
a slightly different view is taken by
Jeff Barter of Western Gardens,
landscape contractors,

Plant species in pre-settlement
Fremantle did not vary greatly
from those of the remainder of the
Swan coastal plain extending from
Moore River to Busselton. Some
are particularly appropriate how-
ever. Two of the more unigue
species in the area were Callitris
preissii - Rottnest Island Pine - and
Actinostrobus acuminatus - a pine
which existed along the course of
the Swan River.

From the sealine the first row of
vegetation consisted of Spinifex
longifolius and Spinifex hirsufus.
The very salt tolerant Cakile
maritima and Scaevola crassifolia,
along with smaller shrubs and
climbers including Frankenie pauc-
ifolia and Hemiandra pungens,
provided ground cover.

Further inland, several species
of Melaleucas were found. They
included M. sessilis and M.
lanceolata. Melaleuca cuticularis
and  Brachycome  iberidifolia
(Swan River Daisy) were found
close to the river. Coastal
Banksias, predominantly B. men-
ziestu, were usually found iIn
prostrate form.

Further inland, larger trees were
more prominent. These included
Acacia pulchella, Casuarina frase-
rina, Casuarina glauca and Santa-
fum acuminatum. The major eu-
calypt was gomphocephalia or
tuart,

The above is only a brief sketch
of the approximate floral pattern
in Fremantle area before European
settlement. Today’s nurseries have

developed, through cross-breeding
with other Australian genera,
hybrids with improved floral
colour and growth from the above
indigenous  plants.  European
settlement itself has accelerated
our garden potential. The current
popularity of native plants is
justified in Fremantle because of
the restrictive limestone based soil
types and poor ground water
supply.

Two more problems face the
Fremantle gardener:

(1) Salt and sand-bearing winds,

particularly in late summer and

autumn;

(2) Large degrees of direct sunlight

and heat.
&II these factors must be con-
sidered before planting in
Fremantle,

Il we succumb to our “Garden
of Eden potential’’ we must also be
prepared to give assistance to
exotics and Australia’s more tem-
perate species. This can be viewed
within an historical context, and
approached as garden restoration,

in_much the same way that
individual houses are being
restored.

Notable species to plant include:
palms (predominantly Phoenix
canariensis] and the Norfolk Is-
land pine. Other species of palm
now available and suitable include
Archotophoenix reclinata, Archo-
tophoenix cunninghamiana and
Archotophoenix alexandrae, the
latter requiring some protection
from strong wind.

Soil improvement when planting
exotics is necessary. My approach
is not through blending additives
to  Fremantle soil types, but
layering with peat/sawdust and
loam/manure mixes up to a
minimum of six inches. Mulching
15 also important.

Local observations were made
on the rapid shock and in some
cases death incurred by some of
Fremantle’s early Norfolk pines
after the Meckering earthquake.

The observations supported the
theory that the ground water
supply fell sharply as a result of the
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earthquake. It is notable that pines
which were heavily pruned after
the earthquake responded and
survived. Thus those trees with a

reduced sap flow had a stronger
record of survival,

Native pines, in my opinion, are
equally significant and could be
further re-introduced. These in-
clude Callitris preisii and Actino-
strobus ACUminalis, (See
footnote.)

Careful garden lay-out can assist
in the problem of salt and sand
spray and strong winds.

Front line flora should be well
adapted to absorb salt and wind-
spray conditions. Species suitable
here include Melalewca curicularis,
M. lanceolata, Casuarina glauca,
C. obesa and types of Tamarix. To
cover potentially windswept areas
Scaevola crassifolia and Frankenia
pauciflora and types of Hemiandra
can be used.

As well as absorption another
approach is to deflect wind
velocity using a carefully planned
floral gradient of species from the
fence boundary to the dwelling
roofline.

Further natives well-suited to the
Fremantle garden: Calocephalus
brownii - Acacia lasiocarpa -
Acacia pulchella - Leptospermum -
species of; - Beaufortia squarrosa -
Casuarina fraserina - Casuarina
obesa - Casuarina glauca - Casua-
rina equisetifolia - Acanthocarpus
preissii - Banksia nutans - Pimelea
ferruginea - Santalum acuminatum
- Barrow Island Star - Westringia
types - Melaleuca diosmifolia -
Melaleuca huegelii - Myoporum
parvifolium - Tamarix types.

The Wildflower Nursery at
Wanneroo has an excellent coastal
display.

Fooinote:

La Mortola Gardens at Ventimilia
extend from the sea to the coastal
ridges. Sometimes called “little
Kew", they are an example of a
dry, coastal area being planted
successfully  with native West
Australian plants. These include
the West Australian River Gum,
banksias and melaleucas. The
garden was established and used
privately until 1968, when it was
given to the Italian Government.



Book Reviews

One of the important changes in
the last decade has been a
developing application of the
I'lli‘l':i‘.'SSiI}' O preserve, intact, the
remaining examples of our historic
buildings. This is manifest in many
ways. Governments have re-
sponded with proposed heritage
legislation. Restoration of single
privately-owned dwellings 15 taking
place where once demolition was
the only consideration. Unfortu-
nately, this final solution is still a
common one. Recent publications
reflect this change of attitude. We
look at two of these. The first,
Restoring Old Houses, by lan
Evans is a detailed account of how
properly to approach the daunting
task of restoration. The second,
The Australian Verandah, by
Douglas Baglin and Peter Moffit,
is a romantic appreciation of the
beauty and practical virtues of the
verandah in Australian colonial
architecture.

The Auwstralian Verandah

The book was first published in
1976. Its format is simple. A brief
~account of the history of the
verandah and its development as a
traditional building element in
Australia is followed by over 100
pages of superb colour
photographs.

The book promotes a number of
responses. The verandah is an
exceptionally practical building
element, sheltering inhabitants
from harsh sun and rain, shielding
outside walls, and extending the
usable living areas of a dwelling. It
is used Australia-wide, vet varies
infinitely in form and detail. Peter
Moffitt declares:

**The verandah 15 perhaps the

outstanding contribution to the

distinctive architecture of Aust-
ralia in the nineteenth century.”’

Unfortunately, its use declined
this century as architects and
builders fell into an inappropriate
international style. We were left
with the porch. At the same time,
the verandahs that once adorned
our cities were ripped down and
replaced by characterless canti-
levered awnings.

The restoration of these veran-
dahs is essential for two reasons.
They are part of a unigue

architectural heritage; and they
tllustrate to modern architects a
sensible response to climate which
for decades has been lost. Maybe
their restoration will help promote
a revival for the Australian
verandah. All of us interested in
vernacular Australian Architecture
will be fascinated by Douglas
Baglin and Peter Moffits book.

Restoring Old Houses

Restoring Old Houses should be
studied by everyone involved in the
restoration of old buildings.
Dealing particularly with Victorian
and Edwardian domestic architec-
ture, Evans provides information
and assistance on all aspects of
restoration, from crumbling foun-
dations to decorative lighting and
plasterwork. A national directory
of firms and tradespeople who
specialise in restoration is included
as an appendix. This is a useful
inclusion but unfortunately omits
some important local trades-
people. (Members should contact
the Society for an expanded local
list. Ed.)

Chapters include comment on
certain of the more fashionable but
somewhat destructive trends. One
of these is the removal of stucco
from bricks too soft and porous to
face the rigours of weathering.
Another is the stripping of timber
joinery to expose the natural grain
of the wood when in many cases
the painted joinery is part of the
original decorative detailing. This
is particularly unfortunate when
applied to exterior colour schemes.
Advice is also given on the
authentic use of old tiles, colour
schemes, and glasswork among
other things.

Restoring Old Houses is an
enjovably readable book, free of

“the technicalities and jargon which

might easily have made its message
inaccessible to many of us. It has a
great deal to offer those of us
devoting our leisure hours to the
love and restoration of old homes.
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Society Seeks
Secretary

The Society is seeking the services
of a competent person to act as
administrative secretary for 1980.
- Duties will include preparation
and typing of minutes and agenda
for monthly committee meetings
and typing and photocopying of
convenors’ monthly reports and
general correspondence for the
Society.

- The position will carry a small
honorarium,

- If you would like to help the
Society and at the same time carry
out interesting and satisfying work
please phone the President, June
Boddy on 335 6016 (home) or 328
5788 (work).

The position of honorary secre-
tary has as yet not been filled. The
society would be interested in
hearing from any person interested
in filling this position.

Mucky Settlers
Duck Bush Dance

In November of last year, the
Activities committee organised a
very successful Setilers Dance. It
was held at Fremantle Town Hall
and over 250 people enjoved a
great night out. Folk music from
Ireland, England, Australia and
clsewhere was provided by the
Mucky Duck Bush Band, sounding
excellent as usual and getting even
B.L.J. up on the dance floor.
There were some minor grumbles
when the booze rang out at about
10.30pm, but it was a Sunday night
and most people were thinking of
Monday morning by then. So they
weren’t 1o have sore heads. I'll bet
quite a few of them had sore feet.
Many members, too numerous to
individually name, provided the
Committee with their services.
Many thanks to you all.



The Victorian Architecture of San Franci

San Francisco has much in
common with Fremantle. It is a
port city whose architecture is
predominantly Victorian. lts hey-
day was during the gold rushes of
the nineteenth century. Like Fre-
mantle, it is now experiencing
something of a revival after half a
century of neglect and abuse. The
historical similarities are apparent;
the architecture of the two cities is
quite different.

In Fremantle, as in Australia
generally, masonry is the predomi-
nant building material. Timber
houses, generally regarded -as
inferior to stone or brick houses,
are seldom considered for re-
storation. On the other hand, the
vast majority of domestic
buildings in North America are of
timber construction. This applies
without exception to the San
Francisco Victorian houses. A

North American would find 1t hard
to understand the Australian atti-
tude toward timber houses.

The architectural styles of San
Francisco and Fremantle are as
different as their construction
materials. The majority of Fre-
mantle’s Victorian houses are
single storey, stone cottages or
terraces. Restrained decoration (by
Victoritan standards) consists of
square chamfered verandah posts,
with tiriber capitals and iron lace,
and sometimes cast iron balu-
strading. San Francisco’s Vic-
torian houses are two or three and
sometimes four storeys tall (on a
standard three-metre frontage!).
None has verandahs. Most have
bay windows running the full
height of the building with a
recessed fromt porch often with a
classical pediment and columns,
usually corinthian. All are flam-

S
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boyantly decorated with scrolls,
fretwork, fans, pediments,
cornices, balusters, and designs of
lion heads, rosettes and vines,
apparently piled on top of each
other. All are constructed entirely
of timber. The predominant styles
are a fairly liberal interpretation of
Italianate and Queen Anne. Car-
penter Gothics, French Renais-
sance palaces, Turkish towers and
various indescribable hybrids also
feature.

San Francisco’s architecture re-
flects the gold rush mentality
which existed there from 1850 till
well into this century. From a
sleepy port it mushroomed into a
thriving boom-town where opu-
lence and extravagance were the
order of the day. Some of the
grander houses were designed by
architects. Many, however, were
mass produced and prefabricated.



The Victorian
Architecture of San
Francisco

The new mechanical steam press
and jigsaw made it economically
possible to bend, shape and stamp
timber into any desired form. The
local redwood was the perfect
material. Mass-produced housing
had come of age and between 1850
and 1915 some 48,000 of these
highly ornate houses were con-
structed. Many of the earlier
examples were imported in pieces
from as far away as New England.

The earthquake of 1906 saw the
destruction by fire of almost all the
grander *“‘downtown’ residences.
However, large areas west and
south of the city survived. Twenty-
eight blocks in the Western
Addition were bulldozed during
the 1950°s and 1960's, Of the
16,000 remaining houses, about
half have been badly mutilated.
Their Victorian detail has been
hacked off and covered with
stucco, asbestos, brick veneer and
aluminium siding. Their character
has been destroyed along with the
character of entire districts, in
much the same way that Fre-
mantle’s character is Dbeing
threatened by the similar intro-
duction of artificial claddings to
walls and roofs and by the
replacement of timber windows
with aluminium.

For the remaining houses there
is new hope. Since the late sixties,
the movement for the preservation
of these houses has grown iIn
strength., What started as a craze
for painting them in psychodelic
colours is now a movement for
genuine restoration. The most
striking aspect of those houses is
their colour schemes. As many as
ten or more colours are used to
highlight detail and decoration. A
group of these houses on a summer
day is a dazzling sight. The colour
schemes may not be historically
correct but in most cases the effect
is striking and certainly in the same
spirit as the original. Consider this
quote from the “‘Califarnian
Architect’s and Builder’s News®
of April 1885: ‘“We have from
time to time called attention to the

crazy style of architecture adopted
by a few of our younger would-be
architects. One of the principle
ingredients of this style is to cover
the building with a bountiful
supply of paint ... red, yellow,
chocolate, orange, everything that
is loud is in fashion ...If the upper
stories are not red or blue ... they
are painted up in uncouth panels
of yellow and brown ... with
monotonous sunbursts and flaming
fans done in loud tints.”

A number of organisations now
exist which are working for the
preservation of San Francisco's
Victorian houses. Their activities
include researching neighbour-
hoods and houses, giving advice on
restoration, sources of materials
and tradesmen and in one case
subsequent resale of houses. There
15 also a building society which
specialises in loans to people
buving and restoring Victorian
houses. A stipulation of the loans
is that the houses are to be
faithfully restored.

Two government bodies -
F.A.C.E. (Federally Assisted Code
Enforcement) and R.A.P. (Reha-
bilitation Assistance Programme) -
have made low-interest, long-term
loans available to home owners for

.the purpose of restoration. Go-

vernment programmes in other
areas have concentrated on the
rehabilitation of Victorian houses.
Such Federal Government assis-
tance in a country Synonomous
with private enterprise is doubly
significant. It seems that our
legislators could learn from such
an approach.

Tony Connor
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Clyde Terrace: A
Beginning

In late December 1866, Henry
Chambers, late of the 68th British
Regiment, arrived at Fremantle
aboard the Corong, a vessel on
which he served as a member of the
Enrolled Guard. Their task was to
keep watch over the convicts being
sent to the Swan River Colony.

In April 1868, Chambers bought
Town Lot 630 in Russell Street,
Fremantle, It cost him 6 pounds
plus a nominal annual rent,
payvable to the monarch each
March, of one peppercorn.

By 1883, the property had
passed into the hands of Edward
John Higham. On it at this time
was a two-roomed stone cottage
rented to Chambers’ daughter-in-
law, Sarah Ann Chambers.

In 1894, the property had passed
to Alice Pearse, wife of W.S.
Pearse, the first Chairman of the
Fremantle Town Council. The
original simple stone cottage was
demolished. *'Clyde Terrace, a
row of five terrace houses, was
begun in 1899, :

By 1900 the. five cottages were
ready for their first occupants.
These comprised a harbour-
worker, a draper, a herbalist, a
civil engineer and their respective
families.

The historical information pre-
sented here is lifted from a paper
entitled **The Story of Fremantle
Town Lot 630 from 1868 to 1900,
a paper submitted to Murdoch
University history tutor Robert
Pascoe in 1979 by one of his
Introduction o History students.

Mr. Pascoe has expressed his
readiness to assist, by way of his
students’ research, any people who
might wish to have similar investi-
gations made of their old houses.
Most home owners have a little
information - such things as title
extracts or folio numbers - which
would help those embarking on
this research.

If you are interested in helping
Mr. Pascoe’s students and at the
same time finding out more about
your own property, please contact
Brian or Alyson Jeffries on 335
4202 or Mr. Pascoe himself at
Murdoch University.



Sledgehammer
Restoration in
Bannister Street

Since its inception in 1972, the
Fremantle Society has been pro-
moling, amongst other important
1ssues, the conservation and resto-
ration of Fremantle's historic
environment. This has occurred
through the efforts of the Society
as a whole and through advice
given by the Society’s restoration
sub-committee. Individual mem-
bers also have been active. What a
pity it is then to see members of the
Royal Australian Institute of
Architects performing acts of
vandalism on Fremantle buildings
in the process of their re-cycling.
The Society recognises that funda-
mental to the conservation of
many buildings is the need 1o keep
them alive. that the use of a
building changes during its lifetime
is an established pattern. Local
examples are the Museum and Arts
Centre (the former lunatic
asylum); P.LLF.T. (formerly Fre-
mantle Bovs School).

The latest group of buildings to
be conserved and re-cycled are
those in Bannister Street. Formerly
a warechouse and a townhouse,
they are now used successfully to
house a range of artists, craftsmen
and the like.

The concept is superb and the
etforis made to conserve the
buildings are to be applauded. But
can the architects tell us why
sledgehammer restoration  was
considered desirable? The original
Regency-styvle stucco has been
removed from the face of the town
house exposing to the elements the

soft, limestone rubble wall
beneath. In similar style; the
painted face of the original

warchouse has been sandblasted,
irreparably damaging the soft
brick beneath and accelerating
their erosion. In doing so, the
architects have shown little respect
for the work of the previous
architect and the product of a
previous taste. Perhaps more
significantly, they have damaged
the facade of two buildings
originally part of the important
diversity of commercial Fremantle.

The Aims of the Society:
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* to give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall
character and development of the Fremantle area

* encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a
desirable residential and commercial district, whilst

retaining its unigque character

* encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of

historic and aesthetic value

* ensure that new development complements established
patterns, 15 of high architectural and aesthetic standards and
serves the long term interests of the area

* further the development of the area as a major cultural,
educational and entertainment centre
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The public, and certainly the
government, look to the Institute
of Architects for a lead in matters
relaling to the built environment.
If we cannot trust the aesthetic
judgment of architects, what are
we Lo do?

Joan Brodsgaard -
A Fremantle Artist

Joan = Brodsgaard has been a
resident of Fremantle for many
vears and was a foundation
member of the Fremantle Society.
She was born in Melbourne in
1912, A self taught painter, Joan
lived in Denmark (Europe) for 20
years. It was there, at the age of
40, she started painting. Her
favourite painter is Bonnard. Her
favourite subjects are cats and
small, old buildings.

New Members

Dorle M. Ruthof, Success: Eric
and Jan Collis and family, East
Fremantle; Jennie Goyder, Mos-
man Park; Shirley Noble, East
Fremantle; Fremantle Education
Centre, Fremantle; Doreen Isabel
Lang, Bicton; Alec and Audrey
West, North Fremantle; Alex J.
Taylor, Como; Geoff Branson,
Hilton; John Pearson, South
Fremantle; Cliff Wilson, Bateman;
Phoebe Emmeline Freeman, Fre-
mantle; Mrs. Violet Crisp Murray,
Fremantle; John Damien Evans,
Spearwood; Kay Sadler, South
Perth; Robin Ward, North Fre-
mantle; D. & P. Walsh, Fremantle;
Shirley Whitbourne, Fremantle;
Joan Rosina Lane, Palmyra; Mrs.
P.F. lles, East Fremantle; Mrs.
Joan Pix, Menora; Alastair and
Jacqueline McManus, Fremantle;
Ray and Bernice Fuller, Willeton;
Mrs. Deidre S. Stephenson, Ned-
lands; M. Kershaw, Fremantle; E.
Ryan, Fremantle; Mr. & Mrs. J.A.
Duncan, East Fremantle; R.D.
Elliot, East Fremantle: B, & D.-
Gatter, North Fremantle; Reg
Gordon, Shenton Park.



DEMOLISHED
TIMBER
COTTAGES
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Dismembership

From time to time complaints are

received from members not re-
ceiving their publications, If this
happens, or has happened to you
in the past, please let us know
immediately. There are a number
of reasons for this happening. We
apologise for genuine mistakes.
These will occur so please bear
with us and our frail ways. On the
other hand, many errors result
from members® own mistakes. For
example, there are seven members
who have changed addresses in the
last four or five months who are
well known to the author but who
have not yet advised us of the
change. There have also been eight

publications returned to us from .

The two Fremantle timber cottages
pictured have recently been demo-

m lished. Their fate is a good

example of the local atiitude

. towards timber buildings.

We Need You

=
6162. Whilst it is gratifving to
observe the fairly widespread
interest in Fremantle (i.e. well over
50% of the total membership on
either basis), at the same timeitisa
sad reflection that such a abys-
mally small proportion of the
membership comes from the
principal area of historical and
architectural interest currently
under threat. This newsletter con-

tains two combined application/

renewal forms. When vou (hope-
fully) renew your membership for
1980, what about recruiting a
friend to the Society. Fremantle

support.

e

urgently needs both your and ihily

An examination of the Society
membership as at 1 February, 1980
shows that only some 39.6% of the
membership by total (or 41.4% if
family membership counts as 2)
live in the Fremantle areas
bounded by post-codes_6159 to
77 the last two issues bearing the
legend = “NOT AT  THIS
ADDRESS"”. In addition to the
above, many people who do
contact us regarding their corres-
pondence are, in fact, either
unfinancial or have changed their
address without advising us, or
both. If you have any queries
regarding membership ring Brian
of Alyson Jeffries on 335 4202.

e ————



Your Fremantle Society Calender

MARCH

02 91623
131017 24
411 18 25
512 19 26
6 13 2027
/1 8
81572 29

March 21st

This is an evening of entertainment
featuring a film entitled Ouwur
Living Past. After an interval of
wine and cheese there will be a
revue by Desperate Measures, It's
at the Community Education
Building in Cantonment Street,
Fremantle and the show begins at
7.30pm. Admission is $4.00.

Refer poster on page 2 . The
exhibition is being opened at
8.00pm. It runs for a week at the
Community Education Centre,

APRIL

6 13 20 27

7 14 21 28
1 8152229
4 11(18'p5
512 Y9726

mantle. The talk starts at 7.30pm

and the evening will cost you
$3.50.

JUNE

1 8152229
2 9162330
10 17 24
118 25
12 19 26
6 13 20 27

/14 21 28

June 4th

The previous Society quiz night
was a great success. This one is at
the Naval Club, 26 Marine

Terrace, Fremantle. All the in-
grEdIEHH for another fine night are
there: Good quiz master, supper,
raffle, prizes and drinks available.



