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WEST END STREETSCAPES
Fremantle is not just a collection of old buildings. A
large part of the city's character lies not in individual
buildings but in the streetscapes - whole wvistas which,

by a happy series of architectural aceidents or intentions
come together into aesthetically satisfying compositions.
Streetscapes like this need as much skill in their
preservation as individual buildings - perhaps more.

Two of the finest Streetscapes in W.A, - perhaps Australia-
are in our West End. The first is the view down High
Street from the Town Hall. What makes it special is that
it is closed by a Monument ( the Round House) of Just the
right scale, different in the right degree from the

Victorian and Edwardian facades on either side,.
The second is the series of vistas down Phillimore

Street as one travelse from the end of Market Street
towards Cliff Street. The Special charm in this case,
is the way the Successive vistas unwind as the road
curves past another fine row of Edwardian facades,

Any additions to Streetscapes such as these need to pe
done with care. So far we have been fairly lueky. The
new Fire Station ip Phillimore Street, for instance,

1s a tactful addition to the Scene ; in Scale, colour
ahd texture it blends in well. The 0ld additions to
the Customs House are completely self-effacing, but are

at least inoffensive.
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The City Council's m

On a more general note, the repairing of Henry Street and
Leake Street in dinky little fake cobbles is just awful.
And while we

The colour is wrong and so is the texture.
They are

are talking about trees - why plane trees?.
bare six months of the year, they are surrounded by
slimy fallen leaves in autumn and they are a livid bright

green when in leaf.

The City Council needs to give serious thought to
aesthetic matters before going ahead with these things.

Werahould all remember that our heritage can be ruined
quite as much by good intentions as by deliberate malice.

EDITORS NOTE
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TOWN PLANNING IN FREMANTLE
The revision of Fremantle's Town Planning E-}f::‘imeu.ril!
nearing completion. The planning sub-commi P{i?nniﬂﬁ
Shortly meet with the consultants pl‘fl’l}‘ﬂrl"gn. dp it is
to discuss its implications betfore 1t is
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* Scheme No. 2.

finalised and published. ;
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A report on that meeting will be presented at the Annua

General Meeting.

THE ALUTILE - DECRAMASTIC INVASION.
FALSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE ABSURD KIND.

It's possible today, to buy sheets of tiles that aren't
tiles. Sheets of bricks that aren't bricks; sheets of
weatherboard that aren't in fact weatherboard; dl} part
of a highly successful campaign to replace trﬂdlt}”“ﬂ%
building materials with factory produced "look alikes'.
What a depressing sight - to see a weatherboard cottage
smothered with thin, brittle sheets of false 1:::-:-imﬂ-;'a:i.wr:zrl"}::,~
Or aluminium sheeting, pressed into weatherboard profile,

Similarly, many old corrugated iron roofs have been
covered by the "alutile" and Decramastic people, who
market the tile-shaped roof sheeting. The use of these
products on old houses will significantly decrease their

value, on a market increasingly interested in proper
restoration. In this sense, they are entirely
more expensive that re-sheeting

inappropriate and in fact.,
with corrugated iron.

SUCCESSFUL HOUSING TOUR

ptember 28th was 2 great success.
attended, and visited seven

sites, ranging from an 1885 stone cottage in derelict

condition, (shortly to be restored) to an 1890's boom

style terrace almost completely restored. This year
for the first time we looked at a modern infill housing

scheme. Many thanks from the activities Committee for
your support. 4 y

The housing tour on Se
Over 50 members and friends
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REGAL THEATRE - FREMANTLE SOCIETY OFFER
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TOWN Hﬂ&L - MUCKY DUCK DANCE

The dance is only a month away

and ticket sales are slow,

The chance to Join in the revelry

Will only come if you go, 2
There's food and fun and a rollicking band
and the booze is free in the Hall,

and Townes has promised it won't run out
like it did last year......... that's all.

For tickets, phone Wayne Jacks on 335 6474
Diane Payne on 335 7047

or June Phillips on 335 4130

YOU MUST NOT MISS THIS

A WALK OF FREMANTLE - NOVEMBER 9th at 2.00 p.m.

Make a note on your calendar to be at the Fremantle Town
Hall at 2.00 p.m. on Sunday the 9th November to
participate in a very interesting walking tour which
includes some of Fremantle's historical and less known
aspects,

Refreshments can be purchased at the end of the walk and
home made cakes and jams will be on sale.

The oral history sub-group and activites group of the
Fremantle Society are collaborating in arranging and
conducting the walk which will be part of the Fremantle
Week Celebrations.

Cake and jam donations should be delivered to No. 25
Holdsworth Street. ;



an exhibition and sale

Fremantle Society announces
e L water colours

of etchings, engravings, lithographs,
and oil paintings.

The collection by Les Lauder includes items from the late
18th Century through to the 20th century from Europe

and Australia,

A proportion of the proceeds will directly benefit the

Fremantle Society.

The exhibition will be at the Community Education Centre,

Princess May Building, Cnr. Cantonment and Edward
Streets, Fremantle., It will open at 8.00 p.m. on

Thursday 13th November.

The viewing will close on November 19th.

Times

Friday 10 - 5 p.m.

Sat . 12 - 5 p.m.
Sun. 2 -5 p.m,
Monday 10 - 5 p.m.
Tue. 10 - 5 p.m.
Wed. 10 - 5 p.m.

BANNISTER STREET WORKSHOPS

In an article in the M
_ : arch 1980 New
whilst applauding the efforts made ?éeggﬁgitggebSGfiEty:
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IAN MOLYNEUX A.A.P.T.C., F.R.A.T.A.
ARCHITECT

18th April 1980

The Editor
Fremantle.
Dear S5ir,

I refer to comments made by the anonymous author of your
article "Sledgehammer Restoration in Bannister Street"

(Fremantle Vol. 8, No.1l) : :
As far as I am able to ascertain, no member of this
Institute was involved in the recent 'recycling' of the

"Bannister Street Workshops''. Now was the Institute
consulted on any related issue before or after the

‘recycling’.

Even had they been, I hope it is understood by the lay

public that it would be gquite unproductive for this
Institute to dictate to its members on such changeable

matters as taste and "aesthetic judgement'.

It is therefore to be regretted that your contributor
chose to imply unqualified, adverse criticism of the
Institute and its members in the process of delivering
his/her judgement on the approach of the architects

involved.,

Notwithstanding our firtuitous innocence in this case,

we would be remiss if we did n.t defend fellow
professionals against untcward criticism, surely the
connotation of 'vandalism' are an unreasonable

reflection on the architects' decision to reveal one
aspect of the building's history, rather than the one
apparently preferred by your contributor, notwithstanding

a4 secondary disagreement over techniques.

ﬁrchitects, of course, love to read such statements as
the_public, and certainly the government, look to the
Institute of Architects for a lead in matter relating to
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Yours faithfully,

IAN MOLYNEUX
Senior Vice President and

Chairman for Information

W.A. Chapter ;
Royal Australian Institute of Architects.

EDITORS REPLY

Unfortunately, we do not, as Yet, have Heritage
Legislation to guide us in the preservation and
treatment of our historically important buildings.

They are there to be bought and sold, altered or
ted without diserimination.

demolished, loved or ha

Many are owned, and subsequently renovated by persons

well meaning but ignorant in the related issues

building construction and techniques; historical

integrity and style; and townscape. Dreadful things
is always the loser,

happen and Fremantle
Occasionally, architects become involved in such

renovations, as was the case in Bannister Street.
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Mr. Molyneux's explanation for the removal of the
original stucco i.e. "the architects decision to
reveal one aspect of the buildings history' is

curious 1indeed and does not stand closer scrutiny.

Do we strip the mosaic tiles from the dome of the
Blue Mosque in Isfahan to reveal the brick construction
beneath? Or closer to home, why not remove the stone
panels from the face of the Post Office in Forrest
Place to reveal its steel framed construction? These
are aspects of the history of both buildings, but to
suggest such moves is obviously absurd. Why should a
Fremantle Building, with historical importance and
integrity, be an exception. Mr. Molyneux infers that
I wish to reveal one aspect of the buildings history
in contrast to that preferred by the Bannister Street
architect. I fail to understand sueh an approach to
architecture. 1 prefer to allow it to remain as it was
constructed, a fine example of Australian Victorian
architecture, complete with Regency style stucco.

Mr. Molyneux describes taste and aesthetic judgement
as ''changeable". I couldn't agree more. But that is
precisely why a building belonging to another era
should not be mutilated in an attempt to make it fit
contemporary standards of taste and "aesthetic
judgement'.

Has Mr. Molyneux stood on the footpath outside the old
building after a shower of rain? It is covered with
limestone particles and pebbles washed from the face,
By removing its protective coat of render, the

architects have simply invited the rain to wash the
building away.

Finally, it saddens me that the Institute should regard
my comments as '"untoward criticism'" whilst endorsing the
exterior treatment of the Bannister Street building

The integrity of our profession lies in the integri%y

of both the buildings we design and the buildings we
conserve?

Informed public discussion of imp

_ ortant issues in
field is surely the sign of a he o

althy state of affairs.
CARL PAYNE
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Tony Rutherford _
14 Norfolk Street,

Telephone 339 8682

Richard Bruuwe?
42 Holdsworth ot.
Telephone 335 4407

Sue Hoare
5 Dorothy Street, Fremantle 6160

Telephone 335 5772
e B 385.9527

Fremantle 6160

Fremantle 6160

Brian Jeffries
13 Russell Street,

Telephone 335 4202

Fremantle 6160

June Boddy
7 Martha Street, Beaconsfield 6162

Telephone 335 6016
B 328 5788

Les Lauder
16 Nairn Street, Fremantle 6160

Telephone 335 6308

Ed Townes
38 Lilly Street, South Fremantle

Telephone 335 3970 (6162)

Ralph Hoare
5 Dorothy Street, Fremantle 6160
Telephone 335 5779 '

B 385 9527

Carl Payne

7 Barnett Street, Fremantle
Telephone 335 7047 R



Joy Lynas
26 Wesley Street, South Fremantle

Telephone 335 8418 (6162)

Baden Pratt
17 Solomon Street, Fremantle 6160

Telephone 335 9358
B 361 5401

Sue Rutherfoed .
14 Norfolk Street, Fremantle 6160
Telephone 335 8682

Lavinia Mc¢Cann.
11 Norfolk Row, Norfolk Street
Fremantle 6160

Reg Gordon,
Flat 3, Yvonne, 54 Broadway,
Nedlands 6009

Telephone 386 1584

MEMBERSHIP

The response to our membership renewal call in the last

Newsletter was encouraging. It seems many of our
‘'red Dotters" are coming in from the cold. Unfortunately

some of these renewals are for the old membership rates.
Rates applicable for 1980 are printed below.

* Ordinary Membership $5 * Pensioner Membership $2
* Family Membership %8 * Unemployed Membership $2

*  Student Membership $2 * Benefactor $100



NEW MEMBERS
Society welcomes the followling new members

The

R.E. & B.M. Purvis - Fremantle A
Sir Russell & Lady Drysdale - Kilcare Heights, N.S.W.
Arthur and Katy Thomas - Fremantle

Mrs. G. Hamory - Dalkeith

Jack and Daphne Hulley - Merimbula, N.S.W.

Mrs J.H. Pearse - Mount Lawley

Mrs Prue Joske - Claremont
Brian and Maxine Cooper - Fremantle

T. Harris - Coolbellup
Mrs Maureen V. Morris - Doubleview
Ross O'Neil - Fremantle

Victoria Hanson - Burrendah

Mrs.
Mrs. I.F. Jarrott - Rockingham
Mrs. Lucy Johnston - Nedlands

Ms., Lavinia McCann - Fremantle
Dr. G.R. Stein - City Beach
Mrs. Joan P. Wood - Albany

M. Howard - Fremantle

Peter Sherlock - Fremantle

Kingsley Bradtke - Attadale
Eileen and Carol Olivieri- Fremantle

Nicholas and Janene Gurr - South Fremantle
Ian Wroth - Fremantle

Mr. 8. Horn - Subiaco

Maris Randzino - East Fremant le

Geoff Pryor - Hilton

Margaret Fay - Fremantle

Donald and Susan Browne - Claremont.



