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CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF BUILDINGS

It is encouraging to see more and more of Fremantle's

old houses being restored by their Owners. In many

cases however it is disturbing to see the half-hearted

and often misguided way in which this is being done. It

is important that people involved in this restoration

keep in mind the significance of Fremantle's Victorian
architecture. It is a vital part of our heritage and we
have a clear obligation to see that it is accurately
restored and preserved for future generations. Many people
undertaking restoration seem to have the attitude that it's
fun to mess around with old houses; without really
considering the importance of what they are doing.

A series of booklets entitled "Conservation and Restoration
of Buildings" are being produced for the National Trust by
restoration architect Clive Lucas. Two have been published
so far and six more are to be published later. The first
in the series deals with philosophy and approach and the
second with roofing. They are available at $2.00 each from
the National Trust office in the 0ld Perth Boys' School,
139 St. George's Terrace, Perth. Future editions will
cover masonry walls, timber frame construction, joinery,
external finishes, internal finishes and planting.

These booklets are more a general guide to restoration
than comprehensive handbooks. They do however make many
useful and pertinent points.

The first book points out the importance of establishing
the original appearance of the building through careful
examination of existing detail, examination of neighbouring
buildings and from old photographs if these are available,
When it is necessary to replace something, it is important



that the detail be carefully copied. Very often original
detalils and indeed whole buildings have been spoiled because
those involved have not made themselwves conversant with

the style of the time.

Modern technigues can often detract from the aesthetic
appeal of the original and can even cause serious .
structural damage. Old masonry bulildings must be allowed
to breathe. Stucco should always be thought of as a soft
overcoat not as an impervious casing. This overcoat
absorbs moisture and acts as a reservoir until it can dry
out. Similarly the mortar which beds the masonry must be
soft; that is softer than the material it binds so that
damp rising from the ground through the walls can escape
immediately above the ground level.

One often sees examples of the use of modern strong cement
mortar for repointing, resulting in the masonry fretting
away rather than the joints which are easily repointed.
Soft limestone walls are often cement rendered, with the
result that moisture is forced up the walls which is turn
causes fretting to occur above the rendered area and a
breakdown of internal finishes. A useful mortar mix for
repointing limestone walls and patching stucco 1s nine
parts sand, three parts lime and one part cement - the
cement being three parts white cement and one part grey.

Timber floors should never be replaced with concrete in
old limestone buildings. Concrete floors and verandahs
force moisture into the walls causing serious damage. The
provision of adequate sub-floor ventilation is the most
effective way to combat rising damp.

The second booklet in this series concerning the
conservation and restoration of roofs covers many roofing
materials which are not seen in Fremantle or indeed in
Western Australia. It deals with shingles, slate, iron
tiles, rolled zinc, corrugated iron, unglazed terra cotta,
Marseilles pattern terra cotta tiles and asbestos cement
shingles. The vast majority of roofs in Fremantle are

and were originally, corrugated iron. A few of the earlier
buildings had she-oak shingles which have subsequently
been replaced or covered with corrugated iron. One very
good example of a slate roof still exists at 79 Tuckfield



Street. The only existing shingle roof in Fremantle is at
26 Finnerty Street and was until recently covered with
corrugated iron.. However, the shingles are not the original
she-oak. Marseilles pattern tiles were rarely used before
the turn of the century. These can be seen on a number of
Edwardian houses in East Fremantle and at 2 Solomon Street
Fremantle, near the War Memorial.

The importance of attention to detail is stressed when
replacing an iron roof. Ogee guttering was used almost
exclusively in Fremantle although half-round was sometimes
seen. Ogee guttering is still available but only in
1800mm lengths. A similar profile called ovolo is avail-
able in long lengths and is frequently used as an
alternative, Attention to such details as downpipes,
rainheads and barge flashing is also important. The use
of Alu-tiles and similar products has destroyed the
character of many old houses in Fremantle. The economic
advantange of these tiles is highly questionable,
particularly when considering the re-sale value of an
otherwise properly restored house.

If you are considering replacing your iron roof you
would be well advised to contact Ron Green of Komplete
Roofing. Ron has done a lot of work in Fremantle and
has re-roofed houses for many Society members.

His phone number is 293 2874

TONY CONNOR

West End Streetscapes

We apologise to Tony Rutherford, who was in fact the
author of West End Streetscapes, the lead article in the
previous Newletter. Unfortunately, his name was
accidently omitted from the final printing.



Annual General Meeting

This year, the Society's Annual General Meeting will be
held on December 17th 1980. The wvenue is the Community
Education Centre and business will commence at 8.00 p.m.

The meeting and all transactions will be conducted under
the terms of the new constitution, as passed at the Special
General Meeting in June of this year. Members who have not
seen a copy of the new constitution and wish to do so
should contact the Secretary for a copy.

Procedures of the new constitution require that all items
of business appear on the agenda which must be in the
members hands 30 days before the meeting. So that the
committee can consider items for the agenda, anyone who
wishes to include any particular matter on the Agenda must
get in touch with the Secretary within 14 days of receiving
this Newsletter.

No further matters will be received from the floor, subject
to the discretion of the Chair.

Only Financial members are entitled to attend the Annual
General Meeting.

Under the new constitution, nominations for membership

of the Committee and other positions in the Society need to
be received in writing by the Secretary 14 clear days before
the Annual General Meeting.

The offices to be filled this year consist of President,
Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer and up to 9 members

of Committee,

Mothers and Fathers - Regal Theatre

It seems George (James Bond) Lazenby has been called
away on a secret mission. The new leading actor is
Paul Makin, of television's $25,000.00 Letterbox.

Our tickets for this evening are for November 6th,

so phone Diane Payne on 338 7047 for reservations.
Because of the change of plans and possible
inconvenience caused, we are now offering these tickets
at $6.50,



WOOL SHED DANCE

Members are reminded that the Society's annual
Dance will be held once again this year at the
Fremantle Town Hall. The date is November 8th
The band will again be the Mucky Duck Bush Band
and supper and drinks are included in the
single ticket price of $10.00

Supper will be provided by ex Ginger Meggs lady
Mary Burns.

Phone for tickets soon. We will be selling
only 250, so be quick or you may miss the social
event of the year!

For tickets phone Wayne Jacks on 335 6474
Diane Payne on 335 7047
or June Phillips on 335 4130

A Walk of Fremantle

May we remind members of the Walk through Fremantle on
November 9th, starting at the Town Hall at 2.00 p.m.
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, jams, marmalades
and cakes for the stall should be delivered to

25 Holdsworth Street on the morning of the Walk.

Letter to the Editor

I want to congratulate the Society on its new style
Newsletter. If this less expensive production means that
members will get much more regular news from the Committee
then I1'm all for it. A suggestion : Perhaps the more
'"'newsy'" and more freguent newsletter could be highlighted
by a Society Yearbook, which could be along the lines of

the previous Newletters.

Chris Murray
Solomon Street
Fremantle.



FUTURE FREMANTLE

FUTURE FREMANTLE - A PERSONAL VIEW

When I was growing up in Fremantle in the 1950's and 60's
the city has a distinctive ethos which very clearly set
it apart from the rest of the sprawling Metropolitan
Region. My overwhelming childhood image of the city
centres upon the harbour; passenger liners and cargo
vessels were part of our lives particularly as so many

of us were first generation migrants. The Italian-
dominated fishing harbour reinforced our sense of the sea
and all the people I knew, from wharfies to shopkeepers,
from priests to spivs, were somehow integral parts of

a distinctive and localised society which had evolved
around the port.

As a teenager in the city my first ventures in life, with
a capital L, took place in polyglot pubs and seedy clubs
the like of which are found in port cities the world over,
and which were regarded with some fears and horror by
inhabitants from across the river,.

I returned to Fremantle in the late 70's to find much of
the old character gone. Many of the migrants had
prospered and moved on leaving South and North Fremantle
strangely lifeless; the harbour was still; the Oriana and
Princess Theatres were gone and the seedy fascinating
pubs were being ruthlessly modernised, renovated and
otherwise neutralised.

Worse still I found myself a social outsider. A new wave
of migrants had settled, refugees from the boredom of
Cottesloe, Mount Lawley, Melville and the general sprawl

of Perth. They bewailed the concrete mania of the

Italians and Slavs, furiously restored and innocently
compounded the decimation of the old population by buying
up- and out so many of the grotty old houses which had
sheltered all those funny old men and women of my childhood.



Certainly the new wave have achieved much. Fremantle is
now probably one of the best preserved nineteenth

century port cities in the world and its working class
houses have achieved a fate and style which would have
astonished their original inhabitants. But what of the
old spirit, the old feeling of the city? The harbour and
sea no longer dominate life- Passenger liners and the
excitement of their arrival seem as remote as Noddy in
Toyland - and increasingly the city has assumed the
character of a quaint suburb of Perth.

Much of this was no doubt inevitable. The decline of the
harbour, the eclipse of the small shopowners, the arrival
of new inhabitants who work outside Fremantle have all
contributed to the passing of a self-generating life-
style and distinctive character in the city.

I recognise that the old Fremantle cannot be revived, but
what of the future? Is the city doomed to be the first
suburban museum in the West - a surrogate Paddington?
Obviously I hope not and rather optimistically I see a
few positive signs. The Markets offer some the
opportunity to step outside their routine careers,
though I suspect the presence of Perth-based "multi-
nationals'; the Arts Centre and Maritime Museum complex
potentially offer us scope to broaden our life style and
perceptions, but what else? Very little I'm afraid at
the moment.

Perhaps the Fremantle Society is groping towards a
recognition that the existing city structure offers a
chance for a distiictive and more fulfilling life-style,
but how to breathe life back into the city? '

My view of the solution is biased by my professional
interests as a historian and, I hasten to add, is only
part of the answer. But perhaps it could be a start.

During 1979 W.A., read Perth, hosted two major inter-
national events : the International Conference on Indian
Ocean Studies and the Indian Ocean Arts Festival. The
first attracted 100 academics from a variety of
disciplines and countries around the Indian Ocean, the



second attracted well over 200 artists from the same
circle of nations.

Both events were enormously successful and have generated
a variety of plans for repeat performances in Perth as
the delegates and the international sponsors recognised
that W.A. was the ideal site for Indian Ocean regional
gatherings.

I was involved in the organisation of both these events
and am delighted that we have a future in the area, but
why Perth and not Fremantle? Why not restore some of
the old international character of the port, why not
give it a new purpose and vitality which will keep back
the creeping tide of suburbia? The International
Conference on Indian Ocean Studies hopes to turn itself
into a multi-disciplinary international research and
teaching institute - perhaps one of the fine old
derelict buildings in Fremantle? The Arts Festival wants
to come back to W.A. - Perth already has its Festiwval,
let us have ours.

We have buildings vacant; we have a highly educated,

interested and articulate local community; we have a
concerned Council - do 1 hear any offers?

KENNETH McPHERSON.



