Registered for Posting as a Publication, Category B V.Pi 1 ? H' 3 I?BI

Ria. NO. WEBH O3

FREMANTLE

. Official Publication of The Fremantle Society Inc. P.O. Box 82, Morth Fremantle 6159,

QUIZ NIGCGHT CHANGE

Due to circumstances entirely beyond our control the Quiz
Night, which was to have been held on 29 July will now be
held on

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
5 AUGUST

at the Orient Hotel, High Street.
If you haven't yet got your tickets, please phone

Marie Scott - 335 8750

We think it rather poor that Buckingham Palace didn't
consult us when they were setting the date.



A HOME OF OUR OWN

Those members who attended last year's AGM may remember

that it was explained that last year's committee had re=
solved that most of the net proceeds from the sale of.

our house in Hampton Road would be invested to help pro-

duce a stable income for the Society. At our June com-
mittee meeting we decided to use some of that income to

rent rooms somewhere in Fremantle for a home for the Society-—
outright purchase being beyond our means. We are now
negotiating for office space in the West End, and hope to

be able to report success in our next newsletter.

We need a home so that we will at last have a meeting place
and also so that we can establish a resources centre. We
hope members will not only use it but help to build it up.

CANTONMENT HILL

With the publication of the System Six Report, Cantonment
Hill has been in the news lately. We are delighted that
the Report has accepted in full the recommendation made
jointly by the WA Wildflower Society and the Fremantle
Society that the hill should be maintained as a park in
which the flora could be regenerated to its original con-
dition: we can think of no better entrance to the City.
Even now - despite the setback to the bush caused by the
Council's last burn - the cockies' tongues (Templetonia
retusa) are in full flower, giving one just an idea of
how good the park could look. We are writing to both the
EPA and the Council to support the recommendation of the
Report.

Incidentally, the original submission is a good intro-
duction to the flora of Fremantle for those who want
their natives to be absolutely native. Let us know if
you would like a copy.



FREMANTLE SOCIETY HOUSE FINALLY SOLD - A REPORT BY
THE TREASURER

The sale of 70 Hampton Road has finally been concluded, the
settlement being effected on Monday 11 May 1981. This has
happily brought to rest a long, trying and excessively time-
consuming sequence of events going back to 1979 when the
first attempt at sale was made.

The Fremantle Society purchased 70 Hampton Road late in
1976 for $21 500 under a mortgage of $19 350 to Town and
Country Permanent Building Society at an interest rate of
13%% rising to 14%% per annum over the period of owner-
ship. In simple terms this has meant that the Committee

of the Society has had to raise some $600 to $680 per
quarter in order to meet interest and mortgage charges
alone, a task that has proven itself to be fiscally daunt-
ing over the 4% years of ownership, as can be seen from the
following table:

SALE OF
INCOME 1f11/76 - 11/5/81 HOUSE 11/5/81 TOTAL
3 3 $

Rent 6824 6824
Rates Refund 86 86
Insurance Refund 30 30
Sale of House 39500 39500
(1) TOTAL INCOME 6824 39616 L6440
EXPENDITURE
Rates and Taxes 1439 1439
Renovation and

Maintenance 7369 7369
Insurance 316 316
Stamp Duty and

Legal Fees 928 270 1198
Advertising and

Agents Fees 667 1681 2348
Mortgage Interest and

Charges 11923 11923
Mﬂgtgage Payout 19123 19123
Other 78 28

(2) TOTAL EXPEND. 22670 21074 43744
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(3) DIFFERENCE IN INCOME AND EXPENDITURE (1) - (2)
-15846 18542 2696

(4) INCOME FROM MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVITIES
1/11/76 to 11/5/81 (Nett)
16917

(5) SUM (3) + (&) 1071

There are a few simple observations which can be made wit

respect to the above table,

— In notional terms, the difference between item (3) - the
nett cost of the house up until sale - and item (4) -
the nett income derived from membership and activities
over the same period - is $1071 which is an indicator of

the very real financial pressure on the committee of the
Society over the years to maintain the property.

— The difference between item (1) and item (2), i.e. the
nett profit, was $2696, a modest amount from an expend-
iture of some $44000 over the period.

-~ The moderate amount of income, $6824, derived from rental
over the 4% years of ownership.

There are, of course, amelioratory facets to the harsh fisecal
realities of the exercise, i.e., the probable saving of an
important Fremantle house, its external restoration as an
example to others and its ultimate classification by the
National Trust. However the overall experience of the Society
in a financial context is such that caution should be exer-
cised in the future should the administration of purchased
real property be contemplated by the membership.

The above tabulation was compiled from the 1977-78-79-80
annual reports of the various Society auditors and the records
of the Honorary Treasurer to date in 1981. The committee has
been presented with a year-by-year breakdown of income and
expenditure which availability of space has precluded from
presentation here. Members are advised, however, that com-
plete details will be presented at the Annual General Meeting
of the Society at the end of the year.

BRIAN JEFFRIES




ORAL HISTORY SUB-COMMITTEE
(Written by Gerda Fowler)

Report on Oral History Association of Australia Second
National Conference held at Women's College University
of Sydney, 9 - 10 May 1981.

What is oral history? You might well ask - many people
do! It is something as old as man himself - stories and
information passed on from one generation to the next.

Now a new dimension has been reached, with the interviewer
using the tape recorder and typewriter to preserve aspects
of our past and present history for future use. Oral
history is now accepted as a bona fide research technique.

The aim of the conference was to bring people together

who were interested in the practice and theory of oral his-
tory. Delegates came from WA, Northern Territory, Queens-
land, NSW, SA and Victoria, and one from New Zealand.

Eleven papers were presented by speakers all remarkable in
their own fields, whether they were individual researchers
or employees of large oral history projects.

Northern Territory and Queensland have large grants for on-
going projects, with back-up staff, and paid transcribers.
Other states are doing individual work, some with the
support and participation of local communities; some, as

in Victoria, are free-lancing and publishing.

One carefully recorded piece of topical research was given
by Glenn Mitchell entitled "The Industrial Pollution at
Port Kembla 1945-70". We heard extracts from the tapes of
both sides of the story, showing clearly how valuable it
can be to record current events on a day-by-day basis.

Vivienne Binns, Artist-in-the-Community, gave an account

of her project combining creative expression, memorabilia
and oral history. Jean Teasdale of Mt Pleasant gave a well-
presented paper, and some very moving tapes on ''Women in
Captivity, Malaya" (war years 1942-5).

Wendy Lowenstein of Melbourne, one of the early pioneers
in oral history in Australia, presented her contribution

"Under the Hook'", talking to waterside workers about work



on the Melbourne waterfront 1910-1970. This is socon to be
published.

I feel privileged to have been present at the Conference.
There were several other conferences running concurrently
at the college and we all shared the cafeteria.

The Sydney branch organised the conference and provided the
usual hospitality, wine, cheese and folk music, and a dinner
at the Italo-Australian club in George Street.

We are fortunate here in Fremantle to have the support of
the staff and facilities of the Fremantle City Council
Library, for our meetings and to store our tapes. Valuable
records of our early history are being co-ordinated by
librarian Lorraine Stephens.

Perhaps a few titles would be of interest to members:
'"Weevils in the Flour' by Wendy Lowenstein - an oral record
of the 1930 depression in Australia; "The Immigrants'" co-
authored by Morag Loh and Wendy Lowenstein; '"The Mountain
Speaks--~ A Folk History of the Bulga Plateau'' - the growth
of a small community, by Helen Hannah.

NEW MEMBERS

The Society would like to welcome the following new members
who have joined us since the April newsletter (Vol 9 No 2):

Hectorina Bolas Ray Flanagan
Caroline Dix D M Collin
Andrew Craig Faye Wilson
Marie-Louise Clement Jennifer Stone
Keith & Jo Pickham Sam Di Scerni
Robert G McKay W G Anthony
OBITUARY

The Society notes with regret the passing of one of its
Benefactor Members and noted Australian, the late Sir
Russell Drysdale. Our deepest sympathies are with Lady
Drysdale.



CONFERENCE: "WOMEN & ORAL HISTORY'" - The Oral History
Association of Australia (WA Branch)

Several representatives of your Oral History Sub-Committee
attended the above conference at UWA on 28 March.

Mrs Jean Teasdale, by whose untiring efforts the OHAA was
formed, spoke on "Women in War & Captivity'", the title of
her paper 'We're off to see the Wizard'". This song was sung
by one young nurse as she clung to wreckage from a sinking
ship before being picked up by the enemy and interned. Mrs
Teasdale told how she spent a hectic month in England,
firstly researching in dark archives then arranging meetings,
recording memoirs and, when sufficient material had been
gathered, cross-checking narratives. Recorded extracts were
played for us and our interest never wavered for the full
fifty minutes of the talk.

Mrs Margaret Blond, who spoke for forty-five minutes without
aid of notes to a hushed, appreciative audience, has been
researching her own family history since being told that

her blindness is hereditary--a tape recorder is an invalu-
able aid in this work.

Marlene Chesson, a slim smiling young mother of Aboriginal
descent, reminded us that oral history is not new. Illiter-
ate peoples down the ages have passed knowledge by word of
mouth to each successive generation. Marlene, an anthro-
pologist, is interviewing Aboriginals of the Jiggalong
Community, as she sees the need for these people to record
their own history as opposed to the white man's version.

We heard their reactions at first sighting white men and
aeroplanes.

The afternoon's programme was both varied and entertaining
with "Women in Song" by Peta Lithgow; '"Nothing to Spare',
Women in WA 1880-1916 (Jan Carter%; Oral History Readings
by Adele Cohen and Oral Sources and the Professional
Historian (Pen Hetherington).

The conference concluded with a morning spent at Fremantle,
breakfast and an historic walk.

We are members of the Oral History Association but an invit-
ation was extended to all interested groups or individuals,
consequently the successful and stimulating conference



was well attended.

Your Oral History Sub-Committee which meets at the
Fremantle Library on the second Wednesday of each month
commencing at /.00pm is mainly concerned with the
history of Fremantle and recording reminiscences of

Fremantle people. Next meeting 8 JULY. New members
are welcome.

ALICE SMITH,
Convener,

We apologise for the lateness of this issue.

The convener of our publications sub-committee has
resigned to go overseas, and this issue has been
prepared by the treasurer, secretary and president.
We would be glad to hear from anyone out there

who could assist us with typing, editing, pasting-up
and printing,



