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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

I have great pleasure in welcoming all members to the Society and
look forward to meeting as many as possible during the year. It

is particularly gratifying to see the continuing increase in mem-
bership and to find such widespread enthusiasm.

The Fremantle Society is a non=-political, non-sectarian organisa-
tion that seeks to draw support from all sections of the community.

The Society's aims are far reaching. However, essentially, they
are to see the regeneration of Fremantle as a dynamic, living
city that integrates the best of its past with the present. All
matters pertaining to the quality of life in Fremantle are of
interest and concern to the Fremantle Society,

Fremantle is at the crossroads and has a clear choice of direction.
It is easier to continue the present piecemeal approach to develop-
ment. This is encouraged by the type of old fashioned planning and
zoning policies that are completely inappropriate to Fremantle's
special needs. The alternative is to grow and develop responsibly
while conserving the city's particular identity. This can be
achieved but requires a highly specialised study of all the city's
needs followed by a co-ordinated plan for the future and effective
machinery for its implementation.

The character of Fremantle and its surrounding districts has been
severely eroded in the recent past and proposed changes seriously
threaten the maintenance of the city's identity.

The Society's study of the city - "ldeas for a City—Fremantle"

is offered as an alternative way of looking at Fremantle's problems
and offers thirty suggestions aimed at the city's regeneration.

The specialists directing the survey were unanimous in stressing
the need for an increase in the resident population of Fremantle
if it is to live and grow. An obvious need was for quality new
development, particularly of medium density housing on appropriate
sites. Buildings of character should, of course, be retained, re-
stored and used for a multitude of purposes,

The decline of the importance of the port facilities and the threat
from suburban shopping complexes make it imperative that Fremantle
develop its special resource - its character. A new direction for
the city as a cultural, eddcational and entertainment centre,
whilst maintaining present city activities, should ensure future
prosperity.

It is pleasing to find that the Fremantle City Council has asked
the Federal Government for funds to finance a specialist study of
the city to reconcile the problems of conservation and growth.



SOCIAL COMMITTEE

The Pre-restoration Wine & Cheese party held at the Ellen Street
home of Les Lauder and Keith Sinclair was a great success both
socially and financially.

Other visits to restored and 'pre-restored' homes are planned.

A fete pgarden party and Fremantle walks with a guide are further
activities on the social programme. Further suggestions and

assistance would be appreciated. Please contact Mr. Keir Matheson
on 39.2045 (evenings).

CULTURAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

EXHIBITION: Costumes, jewellery, gramophones and objets d'art
from between 1900 and 1930 will be on display.
CAN YOU HELP BY OFFERING ITEMS OF INTEREST ON LOAN? 1f so,

ring Neville Teede on 39.2045 (evenings) or wiite to him at
72 Alexandra Road, East Fremantle, 6158, giving details.

FURTHER INFORMATION WILL BE IN YOUR NEXT NEWSLETTER.

CONSTITUTION AND INCORPORATION COMMITTEE

A draft constitution has been prepared and circulated to members
of the Committee. It will be submitted to the next general meet-
ing of the Society.

The Fremantle Society will be an incorporated body.

MEMBERSHIE COMMITTEE

Eight thousand membership forms have been distributed to residents
in the Fremantle district, and five hundred were included in the
March issue of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects
Chapter News. RESULT: Membership is increasing rapidly.

Thank you for your support.

RESTORATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Interest in purchase and restoration of older homes is increasing
and a number of members have bought houses or are still .
negotiating.

PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATIONS

Mr. Les Lauder, President and spokesman of The Fremantle Society,
has been granted television interviews and publicity in the

West Australian, Daily News and the Fremantle Supplement of both
these papers.
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This issue of the newsletter cannot be distributed as a registered
periodical as the Society's constitution is not yet official.

PLANNING AND RESEARCH

“"ldeas for a City - Fremantle"
A professional group of architects and town planners - assisted by
other members of The Fremantle Society - gave their time, expert
knowledge and advice to compile this report.
OQUR SINCERE THANKS TO THOSE CONCERNED.
We hope this report will be followed by the comprehensive plan
for which the Fremantle City Council has requested Federal aid.

The report contains suggestions for the city's regeneration and
thirty specific issues to be considered.
A COPY IS AVAILABLE TO ALL MEMBERS. Due to postage costs it is
not possible to send you your copy. They are available from:
Barbara Bennetts, 9 Stoke Street, MT. PLEASANT,
Jenny McNair, 34 Pt., Walter Road, BICTON.

Helen Mills, 32 Osborne Road, EAST FREMANTLE.
Robert Nelson, 43 Browne Avenue, DALKEITH.
Les Lauder, 75 Ellen Street, FREMANTLE.

PLEASE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO GET YOUR COPY AS THIS IS A MAJOR STEP
TOWARDS THE SOCLETY'S OBJECTIVES.

MATTERS FOR CONCERN
* A proposed multi-storey office block in Queen Street extending
from Adelaide to High Street.
* A tavern is proposed in a residential area, bounded by High,
Ord and Stirling Streets. It is not the principle of the tavern
that is offensive, but the fact that it is in a residential area.
* Proposed demolition of houses in the block bounded by Brennan,
Alma, Howard Streets and South Terrace to make way for more park-
ing facilities for the Fremantle Hospital.
* The walled garden area in Henderson Street is to be pulled out
to make easier access to the car park.
THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO OBJECT 1S BY WRITING TO THE CITY MANAGER

HENRY STREET

The Fremantle Society wrote to the Fremantle City Council asking
for a re-appraisal of a planned major road which would involve
demolition of buildings on one side of Henry Street. Included
with our letter were professional opinions
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