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Below: 2016 letter when ugly re-roofing
of Arts Centre began
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Ugly roof a
sad mistake

'THE re-roofing of the Fremantle

Arts Centre with shiny steel is
an ugly thing and a sad mistake.

When | worked at Freo council
as the architecture and heritage
officer | was lucky enough to talk
the renovators out of this very
same approach on Scott’s Church in .
South Terrace.

Just like the arts centre the
church was originally roofed in
wood shingles, and just Tike the arts

-centre had never seen a metal roof.

I persuaded the church that flat
(plain} clay roof tiles were a more
sympathetic approach and similar.
price to colorbond steel (the more
durable painted steel}.

Luckily the church was very
sympathetic — and they weren't
listed with the Heritage Council!

Now blind I'reddie can see the
tiles on the church are miles closer
to the original wood shingle finish
in appearance, compared to the
Arts Centre steel; you don’t need a
heritage “expert” to Lell you.

Sadly the so called experts often
can’t see the woods for the trees
on these issues, and this is a classic
case.

Apart from anything else
you wouldn't gel the roofing
manutacturer even recommending
ordinary steel roof sheeting on the
arts centre as it's too exposed and
close to the sea, so there will be
zero warranty and the roof will be
corroding in no time!

S0 it's the worst solution for
everyone; ugly and with a short life
span, and thus very costly in the
end! Another one for ratepayers,
like the mild steel waterpark at the .
leisure centre opposite that went to
landfill after about five years.

Clay tiles on a roof on the other
hand. fixed with stainlows chaal
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As things stand ratepayers will be
able argue this issue again in about
20 years... and pay for it again...
Sad indeed.
Michael Willicombe
Chudleigh St, Fremantle

What Happened at the Final Council Meeting
for 20227?

The Fremantle Society attended the final council
meeting for the year. There were a number of
important issues and The Fremantle Society had
concerns on the following four.

The public get little notice of many of these issues in
advance and it is often rather late to change a
council's mind at the actual council meeting. End
result: The council deferred number 2 but pushed
ahead with the other three.

These are the questions asked and points made in the 3
minutes allowed to The Fremantle Society:

1) PC2212-6 South Terrace 6 Storey Hotel: (applicant
applied for 2 year extension)

The Fremantle Society sees no good reason for an
extension to a damaging project deemed unacceptable
to council and asks that council refuse an extension.

(Council voted against this project initially. They had a
chance at this meeting to refuse this or cut the extension
to one year, but have allowed the damaging project the
extra two years asked for by controversial developer
Yolk)

2) PC2212-13 Triangle William/Parry Streets

(ANOTHER car park gone. Car park 24 and the grassed
areas alongside will be removed and replaced by what
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This project should have gone out for public comment
given it is public space and not just the entrance to yet
another alcohol venue.

Currently it is an inoffensive car park earning $90,000 a
year with grassed areas and palm trees which dont block
views to the prison.

a) How are the palm tree replacements, jacaranda trees,
better for protecting views to the prison?

b) Why are there no replacement grassed areas but
what seems like mostly harsh paving?

c) Where is the interpretation of the significance of the
site, its link to the prison, and the adjacent cottages?

3) C2212-1 ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES AND
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS FROM THE SPECIAL
MEETING OF ELECTORS

The Fremantle Society is concerned that
Fremantle Council is tepid in its support of
community concerns, especially Motion 3 by
Isadora Noble, to which council states that on 23
June 2021 they moved to have the heritage listed
bridge "replaced as a matter or urgency" due to
its condition, despite evidence to the contrary
given that the $26 million spent recently gives
the bridge a longer life, and council's position is
contrary to its own master plan (Freo 2029
Transformational Moves) : "utilising the heritage
listed Fremantle Traffic Bridge as a
pedestrian/bicycle bridge with a new traffic bridge
for vehicles."

4) C2212-6. Replacement of Arts Centre
Roof with sheets of tin.

(see letter above. Council 6 years ago began replacing
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shingle or faux shingle style roof. Now they will spend
$700,000 finishing the damage)

This is a shocking outcome for one of the very
best buildings in Fremantle. As former city
architect Agnieshka Kiera said today: "It is a
cheap solution to a place that has potential to be
a world heritage site along with the prison."

Please read the 2016 letter from former
Fremantle Council heritage officer Michael
Willicombe ( to be handed out). There are
suitable sensible economic alternatives that keep
the character of the formerly shingled building,
even if original shingles are not used.

Even the council's own 2020 Conservation
Management Plan states:

62. Upgrade remaining untreated asbestos cement
roof coverings to the original building as required
including the existing deteriorated asbestos cement
roof slates, rainwater goods and flashings on the
original asylum building (northern and north
western sections).

Upgrade does not mean downgrade. Please
vote this item down or defer it.

Look outside the council chamber at the
shingles on St John's Church and imagine
how awful it would look with sheets of tin.
That is what you are doing to one of our
most important buildings.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
December 23, 2022
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